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Membership has its privileges. Wasn't that
the slogan some years ago for a well-known credit
card? But it seems odd to me to think of
“membership” related to a credit card. Membership
usually has other connotations, like belonging, being
part of a groupor a specific identity. From time to time,
the question comes up related to the church, and to
The Episcopal Church (TEC) and St. Margaret's in
particular.

Of course, Baptism is the initiation into the
Body of Christ, and if one has been baptized in TEC,
that person is automatically an Episcopalian. But we
have lots of people who come to this denomination
from other churches. How do they become members
of this church?

The first part of that answer is this: we do not
require people who have been baptized in other
Christian churches to be re-baptized. We recognize
any and all baptisms done with water and in the
name of the Trinity. The rest of the answer is just a
little more complex.

There are two ways that someone from an-
other tradition can become an official Episcopalian.
One is by Confirmation and the other is by Recep-
tion. People coming to us from other catholic tradi-
tions — i.e. the Roman Catholic Church, Orthodox
churches, and now the Lutheran Church — and who
have already been Confirmed, are “received” by the
bishop into this branch of Christ's Body. Those com-
ing from Protestant traditions are Confirmed by the
bishop. Both being Confirmed and being Received
involve a prayer and laying on of hands by a bishop,
and is usually preceded by a period of study and
preparation, such as a Confirmation class or an In-
quirers class. St. Margaret’s is offering classesone
for young people (age 15 or 16) and one for adults,
beginning in September in anticipation of a visit f rom
Bishop Rabb in November.

It was once the practice to have children wait
to receive Communion only after they had been Con-
firmed, which used to be around the age of twelve.
In recent years, however, we have returned to the
more ancient practice of emphasizing baptism and
thus including baptized children in Communion,
which has always been the practice in Orthodox
churches. [A common objection to this is that chil-
dren won't understand what it means. There are two
responses to that, however: one, that none of us tuly
understands the mystery of Communion; and two,
that requiring one to understand it would preventu s
from offering Communion to, say, the elderly who
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are suffering from dementia or Alzheimer’s, or thos e
who are mentally challenged.] Here at St. Marga-
ret's, we welcome children to join us in receiving
Communion , trusting that they will be formed and
shaped by their inclusion in this all-important act iv-
ity in the family of God.

But back to the other aspect of membership;
that is, adults who discover TEC and begin to attend
regularly. Since we don’t have an “altar call” or p ub-
lic declaration of the intention to join, the question of
membership is sometimes confusing to newcomers.
There are only two activities in the church which ca-
nonically require being an official member of TEC:
serving on the vestry and serving as a Eucharistic
Minister or Visitor. Other than that, anyone who
comes and patrticipates in the life of the parish on a
regular basis is part of this church; a member of St.
Margaret's. If you have any question whatsoever
about your membership here, don't hesitate to dis-
cuss it with a member of the clergy staff.

As a former Southern Baptist myself, | know
the joy of finding this church — its profound and
moving liturgy, its warm welcome to all people, and
its invitation to be on an authentic spiritual jour ney.
If that has been your experience, too, remember to
share that opportunity with others and invite some-
one to come to church with you. If you're a lifelong
Episcopalian, believe me when | say that there are
folks out there who don’t know that a church like thi s

exists. Don't keep it a secret! )

e

The Baptism of Anabelle Loncaric with big brother
Nicholas and parents Sonny and Meredith.
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A few days ago | looked at the calendar and had
that panicky moment that summer is almost over. But
there are still a few days to rest a bit from our labors.
Jesus gives good advice to his disciples in the gospeof
Mark chapter six. “Come away to a deserted place all
by yourselves and rest a while.” Take some time to
reflect on where we have been and where we are go-
ing. We have to stop running on empty and find thos e
things that bring us new life and renewed energy and
vigor to do the work we are called to do in our live s
and in this church community.

But many of us are resistant to Jesus’ kind invita-
tion. In China the polite answer to the question of
“How are you?” is to say, “| am very busy, thank you .”
Unfortunately, too many of us have adopted that qui ck
response. No longer is that response a status symbg
but it is becoming a sign to the world that our live s are
out of balance. Perhaps it's a defense mechanism or a
way to prove to the world that we have value and th at
we are accomplishing many things. We easily come to
believe that those many things will bring our salva tion.

To take Sabbath time is good advice, but the Good
News is that Jesus invites us into it. Jesus knowswhat
we need even when we do not. Jesus doesn’t care
about all the work we do to try to prove our worth  to
ourselves and others. We are important and valuable
just because God created us and loves us.

So in these last days of summer come away with
Jesus, even if for just a short nap. You deserve itLeave
those things behind that are done and left undone. The
busy storms of our lives will come again soon enough.
But remember, there has never been a storm that did
not end. And whenever the storm does end, a new at-
mosphere always emerges.

Newcomer Picnic

St. Margaret’s Vestry, Clergy
and Newcomers Commission
invite you to join us

Sunday, August 9, 2009
6:00 - 8:00 pm
St. Margaret’s Parish Hall
Please reply by August 5th
to Jane Piché at

410-349-0961 or email
star2d2@aol.com

Children are welcome!

SAVE THE DATES

Almighty God, who after the creation of the world rested August 24
from all your works and sanctified a day of rest for all your St. Margaret’s Day School Classes Start
creatures: Grant that we, putting away all earthly anxigtie

may be duly prepared for the service of your sanctuary, Aug ust 31

and that our rest here upon earth may be a preparation
for the eternal rest promised to your people in heaven;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Ministries Fair
Sunday School Registration

== ' September 7
“ﬁu 1{: ‘ Labor Day Weekend
e
September 13
Kickoff Sunday

Sunday School & Youth Programs Begin
Combined Choirs Sing




by James R. Fitzpatrick
Director of Music

Hymn Book Secrets

Occasionally a parish-

ioner will ask me to ex-

plain something they re-

cently noticed in the 1982

Hymnal. Usually it has

to do with strange codes found throughout the hymnal ,
letters, numbers, strange names, bizarre indexes, &. So
here is my incomplete guide to the 1982 Hymnal.

Why don’t the hymnal numbers match the numbers in
the bulletin?

ANSWER: They do, unless we have made a typo-
graphical error. However, numbers 1 through 288
may sometimes appear with the letter S preceding
the number. The S indicates that the music is
“service” music — those responses sung by the con-
gregation as a regular part of the liturgy. Exampl e:
S 128is the Matthias setting of the Sanctus that we
use in festive seasons such as Christmas and Easter
While Hymn 128 is the carol We three kings of Ori-
ent are. The S numbered music comprises the first
section of the hymnal and does not appear again
once the hymn section begins.

Why can't | find the title of the hymn in the index?

ANSWER: The 1982 Hymnal does not list songs by ti-
tle, but rather by the first line of the text. So if you
are looking for The Star Spangled Banner and can-
not find it, try looking for O say can you see, by the
dawn’s early light.

At the bottom of the right hand corner of the credit un-
derneath a hymn are strange combinations of letters
or numbers. What do they mean?

ANSWER: These codes explain the metrical scan of the
tune being sung. The number of syllables in each
line of the tune is listed. Look at hymn 698 Eternal
Spirit of the living Christ . The hymn has four lines
of music. If you count the number musical notes in
each line, you will see that each has ten notes
(though they may not all have the same duration).
So the meter listed is 10 10. 10 10 The period &dr
the second 10 indicates the end of a couplet.  Some
patterns are so familiar, they have abbreviations
CM stands for Common Meter (8 6. 8 6), LM is Long

ANSWER:
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Meter (8 8. 8 8), S.M. represents Short Meter (6 8 6).
The addition of a D to a set of numbers or abbrevia-
tion indicates that the pattern is doubled.

So what? Why should | care?

If you want to sing one set of words to a dif-
ferent tune, all you need to know is the correct meter
for the tune. Thus it is entirely possible for you to
sing two verses of the words to Amazing grace (CM)
to the either tune for O Little Town of Bethlehem
(CMD) or even (God forbid!) to the theme from Gilli-
gan’s Island.  Hymn meters explain how another
church denomination is able use the same text of a
hymn we sing with an altogether different tune. It
also explains why we may have more than one tune
for the same set of words in our hymnal.

IS EfM FOR YOU?

If you desire a deeper knowledge of Scripture, litu rgy
and theology and if you are hoping to deepen your

call to Christian ministry — then the answer might b e
‘yes.

Education for Ministry (EfM for short) is a four ye ar
program that covers the basics of a theological educa
tion in the Old and New Testaments, church history,
liturgy, and theology. It meets once a week in semi-
nars under the guidance of trained mentors. Students
find that EfM teaches one how to think theologically |,
deepens faith and understanding of our Christian
heritage, and provides a new confidence to be
Christ's minister in the world. Currently, we offer

one seminar at St. Margaret’'s which meets Wednes-
day mornings, 9:00 AM till Noon. However, if you

are interested and prefer another time, please expess
your interest and we will try to find a group that bet-
ter suits your time. Our mentors are John Willard,

Jim Hall and Karen Gosnell. To sign up for an EfM
seminar or express an interest, please call (410) 9%
0200 and leave your name and contact information,
or email Karen Gosnell, kcgosnell@verizon.net

Visit www.sewanee.edu/EFM/index.htm.
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Confirmation Classes Begin

Confirmation classes for youths

and adults will start on Septem-

ber 13h after the last service

from 12:30-2:30PM. The class

will meet weekly until the con-

firmation service being held at

St. Margaret’s on November 4,

Attendance is required for

youth and adults seeking Con-

firmation or Reception into the Episcopal Church.
What is Confirmation?

Confirmation is a mature public affirmation of fait h
and acceptance of the responsibilities of the Baptisnal
Covenant by the laying of hands by the Bishop.

Who can be confirmed?

Baptized members of the Church, 15 years or older.
What is Reception?

Reception is for those who have been confirmed in
other denominations who wish to be formally recog-
nized as members of the Episcopal Church by the lay-
ing of hands by the Bishop.

How do | register or get more information?

Contact Rev. Nancy White at muffwhite@comcast.net
for information concerning youths; contact Michelle
Sanderson atmmsanderson@yahoo.comor John
Willard at jdwillard@aol.com for questions concerning
adults.

Upcoming Baptism Dates

All Saint’'s Day
November 1 at 9 or 11:15am

The Baptism of our Lord
January 10, 2010
Contact Stewart+ for more info.

Blood Drive August 16

The Anne Arundel Medical

Center Blood Mobile will be at
St. Margaret's from 9 am to 1
pm on August 16th. Blood sup-
plies are always in short sup-
ply, so please consider donat-
ing that day. All blood col-

lected will be used for patients
in our local communities.

Foyers in the Fall by Marge Reeves

Foyer groups start in September and end in Janu-
ary. There are so many new faces in the congregation
and foyers is one way to get better acquainted. Many of
us have been faithful to foyers for many years and have
enjoyed hosting new folks and those who have been
around for a while. However, it needs some revitali zing
and new approaches. | am very willing to continue to
help, but my wish is that someone new will step for -
ward to chair this program and bring it new life. Is this
your calling? Please call me at 410-897-4860 or emlai
marge.r@verizon.net

School Backpack Mission

Many thanks to the parishioners who have made our
campaign to fill school backpacks a success. We were
able to meet our commitment to Anne Arundel County
Social Services and add a few additional children. You
are kind and generous in helping these children start
off the year in a positive way. - Barbara Marder

Light House Shelter Dinner

On July 26th St. Margaret’'s served a summer supperto
22 guests with enough left over for a few non-
residents in need of a meal. By the way, the Sheler
kitchen was in tip-top condition, orderly and effici ent--
congratulations to their staff and volunteers. Please
consider signing up to make food or help serve

in August--lots of great produce at farmer's markets
these days makes it easier! Signup sheet is in théNar-
thex. Thanks! -Tia Melaville Melaville@comcast.net

Emil Saroch Receives Brotherhood Award
On Sunday July 12, during the 11:15am service, our
own Emil Saroch received the Brotherhood of St. An-
drew Legion Award for his distinguished service. Emi |
has served for many years here at St. Margaret's asvell
as in leadership positions in the Diocese of Maryland
Brotherhood and nationally as well. Congratulations
Emil! We are proud of and very grateful for your se r-
vice to the church so many ways.



by Tug Knorr

You may be too late for this year’s version of
St. Margaret's Church Coed Softball team,
but Spring training is right around the cor-
ner. Utilize the summer and Fall to work on
your hitting and fielding skills

Kemp Hammond was asked to coach the
2009 team and went about this challenge
with enthusiasm and perseverance. We
would like to share with you the type of

young and old women and men who repre-

sented SMC and had the first winning season
on record!

Catchers
- Debbie Knorr (Managers's favorite - Hammond as of 1 Aug 2009)
- Kelly Crossman (youth stalwart behind plate and in field)
- Noel Haverhalls (played game in bae feet)
- Grace Canfield (youth first time onball field)
1st Base
- Len Morgan (hit em where they ain't)
- Scott Crossman (he may be old, but He fast)
- Joe Coble (bad ankle did not slow hm down)
2nd Base
- Suzie Clifton (good glove as well as super Counter)
- Mallory Lundien (youth who was ther e when needed)
- John Morton (pitcher beware - hitsém up the middle)
Shortstop
- Kemp Hammond (nothin' gets by him)
Third Base
- Larry Clifton (line drives to left field his spe cialty)
- Michael Lundien (youth who hit 'em d eep)
Outfield
- Andrew Morgan (youth who made some great catches)
- Tom Ellis (hubby of very pregnant Kate Truelove - runs like a deer)
- Michael Kessler (leadoff slugger - frend Danielle expert scorekeeper )
- Andrew Memminger (Navy wrestler with power)
- Luke Haverhalls (never saw a fence heouldn't hit ball over)
- Bryan Coble (youth with power and speed)
- Pete Lundien (injuries did not slow him down)
- S. Crossman, M. Lundein, K. Crossman, Morton, J. Coble, L. Morgan
- Pitchers - John Purgason (steady strike thrower and batter)
- Jim Knorr (old and grumpy on field too!)

For the Record, the Church Softball League games areheld on Monday and Wednesday nights at Annapolis
Middle School fields. We pray before each game and manage to have a spiritual, fun and competitive time,
even without umpires.



St. Margaret's Church has enjoyed a long-standing partnership with EI Hogar Projects in Honduras. Wo rk
teams of youth and adults have helped with general construction and campus improvements. Together with St. James’
Lothian, teams of educators have facilitated professional seminars for the teachers. Textbooks, compuers and instruc-
tional materials have been provided. In addition, generous financial support from St. Margaret's has enabled the El
Hogar Projects to purchase land and to complete various construction projects. The students and staff of El Hogar are
sincere in their expressions of love, gratitude and praise for the people and parish of St. Margaret's.

El Hogar Projects include The Home of Hope and Love, the elementary school and orphanage, in Tegucigdpa,
The Technical Institute in the valley of Amarateca and The Agricultural School in Telanga. Serving the poorest of the
poor, these programs offer sustenance for the mind, body and spirit for Honduran boys and girls who ha ve no families
or whose families cannot take care of them. The dealicated teachers and staff, led by Director Claudia Castro, gently and
lovingly help each child to learn that they are a p recious child of God, loved unconditionally by thei r Creator.

The boys and girls of the El Hogar Projects have nuch to give and to teach those who come to know them. They
who have so little, give so much. Their gift of un conditional love to the volunteers who come as part of visiting work
teams is both overwhelming and unforgettable. All who have been to El Hogar know and understand this gift and re-
gard their El Hogar experiences as treasures of theheart.

But now the children and staff of EI Hogar need help in a special way. Since the last week in Junethe country of
Honduras has experienced a time of political struggle and civil unrest. Military leaders arrested Pre sident Jose Manuel
Zelaya, after which Zelaya left the country to avoi d indictment. Large demonstrations and gatherings have taken place
and efforts by Zelaya to return to Honduras have be en thwarted by his opponents and the military. Nego tiations are be-
ing attempted between the opposing factions, mediated by Costa Rican President Oscar Arias.

Regardless of the politics involved, the boys and girls of the EI Hogar Projects must continue their struggle to
survive in the second poorest nation in Latin Ameri ca. (Honduras is second in poverty only to Haiti). The children are
among the very poor who comprise seventy percent of the Honduran population. They and their families are among the
eighty percent of the Hondurans who have virtually no access to health care and to little or no educaibnal opportunity
beyond third or fourth grade. Housing, clean water , nutrition, and sanitation are also major needs in both the cities and
rural areas. At least there is love and there is hge for those who find their way to the gates of EI Hogar.

However, because of the tension and situational unpredictability, work teams scheduled for the El Hog ar Pro-
jects have been temporarily suspended. This causes negative impact on the programs. Needed work cannot be accom-
plished. Donations and supplies ordinarily provide d by the work teams are not forthcoming. Ordinaril y, when work
teams return to their home churches and tell of their EI Hogar experiences, additional sponsorships and donations result.
However, the interruption in the work team schedule has stopped the usual summertime flow of financial support and
supplies for both the school and the children and has created a severe shortage for all the programs.

St. Margaret’s has a history of supporting El Hogar Projects. Once again, our help is needed. Two Suadays in
July were set aside as Honduras Aid Sundays (July 7 and 26). Thus far, the results have been amazingtotaling over
$1500, once again demonstrating the power of the Hdy Spirit to move among us in response to critical need (in this case
the needs of children). Monetary support is critic al. Continued donations may be placed in the Sunday plate or left in
the office, with checks made out to St. Margaret’s Church and Honduras Fund written on the memo line.

Just as important is the request for prayer. Pleag pray for the continued safety of the children and staff of all of
the El Hogar Projects, for the restoration of stable government leadership in Honduras, and for social justice, equity and
opportunity for the poor, the disenfranchised, the homeless, the hungry and the sick. Even in the midst of unrest and
uncertainty, may they comprehend the power of God’s steadfast presence in their hearts.

www.elhogar.org (daily reports)
www.cnn.com (link to Latin America news) The Reverend Nancy A. White
www.episcopalchurch.org (link to www.episcopalfifeee - NOTICIAS) Deacon



Summer in Honduras

by Sara Wubbenhorst and Carly Wilson
Last June, we cemented our first sidewalk at the farming school of El Hogar
Ministries in Honduras. Surprisingly, we had so muc h fun doing that hard manual
labor, and we came home with awesome toned arms to prove it! So one month ago,
we ventured back to Honduras for another week and a nother sidewalk. The work
we are able to do at the school is tough but rewarding, sweaty but fun, and the first
thing we tell people when asked about our trips. Th e crazy thing is: wheel barrowing
gravel and carrying heavy buckets of water are not the most important jobs we do, nor are they the ones we will re-
member the clearest. The reason we keep going backs exactly what we feel some people do not understand, a concept
we will try to explain to you now.

The reason we go to Honduras is not to be missionar ies, but to be people and bond with the other peopl e around us.

To give our sidewalks foundation, we had to pickaxe rocks. We remember the Honduran boys laughing at our
complete failure and telling us to eat more beans to grow stronger. Groups would go in the mornings to help collect
and clean eggs, but we remember listening to reggadon on the boom box outside of the chicken coop and using broken
Spanish to explain who Lil Wayne is. We gave the boys English lessons one day. Not once that week dida single one
ask “When is your birthday,” but we did hear the ly rics of “One Love” sung from time to time. Of cours e we went to
church, but we will remember the enthusiasm and joy that they exuded even when doing something as routine as read-
ing a lesson. We spent most of our good bye ceremoty presenting the students with new clothes and school supplies,
but we will never forget the boys lining up to hug each one of us while we cried into their shoulders. The boys will
probably remember learning how to tie-dye long afte r their colorful pillowcases wear out. As we drove out of the farm
on our way to the airport, a huge tractor piled wit h the Hondurans we had fallen so in love with follo wed us to the
gate.

Until you have an experience like we did, you canno t understand how to fall in love with a place and i ts people
in less than a week. That is what we remember.









Children and Youth Ministries

by Sandra Goldthwait

Vacation Bible School took place at St. Marga-
ret's on July 6 — 10. It was a wonderful experiene for
all who participated! 80 children and 30 volunteers
were on campus to create an exciting learning environ-
ment to tell the stories of the Bible. The theme was
“Discovery Canyon” and through this theme the chil-
dren learned Bible Stories and verses through drama,
story-telling, music, games, science and art. We appe-
ciate the time, energy and generosity that everyone put
forth from creating lessons, to making food, to don ating
money towards supplies.

A special thanks to the following groups for
donating food or money for the lunches: The Prayer
Shawl Ministry, Daughters of the King, The Brother-
hood of St. Andrews, and Walnut Hill Landscape.

Summer Children’s Chapel

The Dragons Chapel will be held in the temporary
classrooms (ramp side) and the Saints Chapel will be
held in the temporary classrooms (stairs side). Chil-
dren’s chapel will be during the 9:00 service only fo r
the summer. The 11:15 service will resume Sept. 13

Upcoming Christian Formation Activities

August 29 9:00 - 12:00 Training/Planning time
for Godly Play story tellers and doorkeepers, Sea-
sons of the Spirit teachers and youth leaders for
Rite 13, J2A and YAC and youth group. This will
be a morning to plan and prepare with your teach-
ing team for a year of Sunday School. Lori, Stewart
and Sandra will be meeting with you in your teams
to help get organized for the 2009/2010 year. A
light lunch will be provided and child care will be
available.

August 30 Ministries Fair and Registration

September 6 Labor Day Weekend

September 13 First day of Sunday School

September Confirmation classes begin.

November 4t Confirmation at St. Margaret’s with
Bishop Rabb

Christian Formation Needs for Fall 2009
Although it seems like summer has just begun, plan-
ning for our fall programs is well underway. Praye r-
fully consider these opportunities and let me know i f
you or someone you know would be a good fit for
these positions.

NURSERY CARE (infants — 2)

Requires a love of young infants and toddlers. This
age group requires two paid caregivers along with a
church volunteer each Sunday. Volunteers serve on a
rotation.

GODLY PLAY (ages 3-16)

Godly Play uses Biblical stories and a variety of simple
objects to unfold the mysteries of our faith with yo ung
children. This Montessori-based program requires sto-
rytellers with imagination, training, patience and the
gift of wonder. Doorkeepers or helpers assist with pre-
paring the group for the story and ensuring that ev ery-
one is ready to join in the story. This is a one year
commitment shared with other story tellers and door-
keepers. Scheduling is done on a rotating basis.

SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT (ages 7 — 11)

This user friendly curriculum provides numerous
ideas for the lessons and activities. Teachers requie
patience, preparation, willingness to learn Biblical sto-
ries and a gift for relating with children. We also need
teacher assistants for this age group. This can be a
shared teaching position so that you can alternate
teaching Sundays.

YOUTH GROUP (Middle and High School)

Youth group is reforming at St. Margaret's and we are
looking for a core group of leaders to help plan and
organize activities for our youth. The youth group
would like to meet twice a month.

CHILDREN'S CHAPLAINS AND MUSICIANS

Age appropriate worship is an integral part of form ing
children into Christ-likeness in our community. Dur-
ing the Liturgy of the Word (the first half of our wor-
ship service that ends at the peace) our children hear
the same Biblical stories as their adult counterparts,
but in ways that are more appropriate for their dev el-
opmental abilities. Bible stories, music, painting and
drawing games and play acting are all options for
cracking open the mysteries of God’s Word with this
age group. The Dragons group includes our pre-
schoolers of ages 3 -5 and The Saints group includs
Kindergarten through 5 th grade.

If you feel led to be a part of any of these ministry ar-
eas, please contact Sandra Goldthwait at gold-
thwaits@aol.comor 410-571-8281.
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