
stead of crops and chickens.  Money is not only the 
coin of the realm, but the measure of worth in almo st 
every way.  It’s how we do business, how we deci-
pher the value of objects and even people, and how 
much or how little money we have determines how 
secure or insecure we feel.  So of course, our tithe has 
to be thought of in terms of money.  

So here’s the deal: if St. Margaret’s is your 
church, then it isn’t a matter of whether or not to  
give… it’s about how much to give.  It’s not a matter of 
whether or not to pledge – it’s a matter of making a 
commitment to the life of this parish.  It’s not about 
waiting to see if you like the new rector, but whet her 
you are willing to step up to the plate and get rea dy 
to join in a mutual ministry with your new rector!   

So if you have already made a pledge, check 
and see if it represents your relationship with God .  If 
you are giving but haven’t pledged, make that com-
mitment now and fill out a pledge card.  If you hav e-
n’t been giving, for whatever reason, ask yourself 
whose you are: do you belong to God or not?  Since I 
already know the answer – that you do – then I can’t 
resist: start giving!  We all have to start somewhere 
on this journey.   

It is a journey.  Back in February, the vestry 
took time out for a retreat day to reflect on our p er-
sonal histories with money and on passages from 
scripture about tithing and money.  It wasn’t easy,  
and we struggled with molding our various ideas, 
hopes, and fears into a coherent statement by which 
we might inspire, challenge, and encourage the whole 
congregation.    

The result is a Vestry Stewardship Statement  
in three parts: what we BELIEVE, what we COMMIT 
to, and what we INVITE  you to do with us.  That 
statement is copied on page two, signed by the mem-
bers of the vestry, the officers of the parish, and by 
your clergy.  Please read, study, and pray about this 
statement, and its invitation for you to join us on  this 
journey.  Which reminds me of another saying by 
those stewardship gurus: STEWARDSHIP IS A WAY 
OF LIFE.  May it be your way of life. 

 

Faithfully, 
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There’s a saying that comes from stewardship 
experts that goes like this: STEWARDSHIP IS YEAR 
‘ROUND.  Stewardship isn’t just a once-a-year cam-
paign for the sake of raising funds for the budget,  
though it’s easy for all of us, leadership included , to 
get caught up in that mentality.  Neither is giving  to 
the church about a “fair share,” presumably based on 
some rough estimate of a share of the cost for electric-
ity on a given Sunday morning. 

Stewardship is about only one thing: ONE’S 
RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD.  It is about under-
standing that we are God’s; that we come from God 
and belong to God and owe our lives to God!  Until 
and unless we start from that premise, it’s a game – a 
game in which we bargain with God: Isn’t a tithe, w e 
suggest, something from the ancient world?  So 
surely it doesn’t apply to us.  Or: If it does somehow 
apply to us, is it before or after taxes?  Does it include 
other charitable giving?  Is it only about my 
money?  Can’t I count my volunteer time as an “in 
kind” gift?  The result is sometimes so distorted t hat 
the most worldly things rank higher in our prioriti es 
than the church; a new car or club dues or clothing or 
vacation expenses – all taking precedence, and what-
ever is given to God through the church is from what is 
left over. 

But if we start from that premise that we 
come from God and belong to God and owe our lives 
to God, then our giving is free and joyful.  We fin d 
that we are free from the tyranny of money, and all  
our other priorities fall into place.  Then what we  give 
to God through the church is off the top; what in t he 
scripture is called “first fruits.”   

The concept of the tithe does come from the 
ancient world.  It was about presenting to the prie sts 
of the Temple a tithe, a tenth of the harvest and the 
livestock and so forth, all of which were the fruit s of 
one’s labor.  The people of God were expected to give 
the “first fruits,”  a tenth from the best of the h arvest, 
the best of the livestock; not the leftovers.  Further-
more, the tithe was for the support of the Tem-
ple.  Almsgiving for the relief of the poor was abo ve 
and beyond the tithe! 

Fast forward to the 21st century, and in our 
time, the fruit of our labor is counted in money in -
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much has been entrusted, even more will be de-
manded.”  That verse scares me because that means God 
has a great deal in store for me. I have a great deal to do 
with my talents, gifts, and resources. 
 Tithing is but a small way in which we give up 
control of our lives and our blessings back to God. It 
frees us to serve and respond to God’s abundant grace 
in our lives. It is an outward and visible sign of God at 
work in our lives, and being free from that ten per cent 
strengthens us and energize us to carry out our call, 
God’s demand, to preach the gospel and serve those in 
need. 
  Faithfully yours, 
 
 
P.S. We have a new title for this newsletter. However it has 
not made its debut in this edition. We are having the artwork 
designed and hope to debut it in July. Stay tuned to find out 
who the winner of the contest is. Thanks for all of your crea-
tive entries! 
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by Michael E. Loney, Chair  
 

 During the past 
month we have continued to 
meet regularly in order to 
scrutinize and evaluate the 
candidates who have applied 
to be the next  rector of St. 
Margaret's. We have now reduced the number of candi-
dates under consideration to six active candidates for the 
position. In addition, we have arranged for members  of 
the Search Committee to personally visit  each of the re-
maining candidates in order to observe them conduct  a 
worship service, listen to them preach, and to personally 
meet with members of their present congregation. This 
process has required us to expend time for travel. We 
expect to conclude all of the personal interviews and 
observations by May 23. After the last interview we  will 
further scrutinize the candidates and reduce their num-
ber to three or four finalists. After we have made that 
decision we will order background checks on each of the 
remaining candidates and will invite each of them t o 
come here in order to observe St. Margaret's  and for fur-
ther personal interviews with the entire Search Com mit-
tee. 
 While we have spent a great deal of time in this 
process, we find that the decisions which we are now 
called upon to make are particularly challenging. A ll of 
our present candidates are very dedicated and capable 
individuals. Please keep us and the candidates in your 
prayers  as we enter the final phase of the search proc-
ess. 
 

WHY  WE TITHE  
by The Reverend T. Stewart Lucas, Associate Rector 
          

 From as far back as I can remember, I can see my 
father putting a check in the offering plate each Sun-
day.  It was just what you were supposed to do, and he 
did it every week.  I remember sitting on the back pew 
every week and taking Mrs. Reddick’s offering envel ope 
and putting it in the plate because she sang in the choir, 
and the plate didn’t come by her.  Giving was just some-
thing we all did.  It was natural.  It was right.   

In my earliest days, before I could read and 
write, my parents gave me a dime or a quarter to put in 
the offering plate.  This action got me into the habit of 
giving every week.  I remember getting a dollar and  a 
stick of Wrigley’s spearmint gum every Saturday aft er-
noon from my maternal grandmother.  That was my 
only allowance.  At pledge card time in our parish,  my 
parents would get me a card and we would take it ho me 
and talk about how much I would give every 
week.  They explained to me that the normal expectation 
was ten percent.  So I pledged ten cents every Sun-
day.  Each Saturday night I would put one of my dim es 
in one of my envelopes, tape it shut, and write my name 
on the front of it. 

Because of what my parents and other saints in 
my life showed me by their actions and because they 
urged me to give ten percent, I continued to give out of 
what money I made from chores or mowing lawns.  I 
continued to do so even throughout college. 

Towards the end of my college career right be-
fore seminary, an old friend of the family passed 
away.  I inherited some money.  I remember being, and 
still being very excited about being able to give away ten 
percent of that.  There was just no question in my mind 
that I was going to do that.  And the amazing part of 
that experience was that I could literally count th e 
money coming back to me in various ways.  While I w as 
in seminary, I received unexpected checks in the mail 
from church organizations I didn’t even know ex-
isted.  My investments have given it back two or th ree-
fold.  God is like that, you see. 

I have been given a great deal in my life both 
tangible and intangible.  God expects great things from 
me now and in the future.  Doug and I give ten perc ent 
of our income back to the church off of the top, the first 
fruits.  I think that we have to do that if I am go ing to 
encourage you to do the same.  Every year I struggle 
with whether or not to share that with you because I 
want to be a humble and modest servant, and yet I must 
share with you my giving testimony and the process and 
the love and dedication from which it comes.  Luke 
12:48 says, “From everyone to whom much has been 
given, much will be required; and from the one to w hom  
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M ISSIONS  COMMISSION  
Haitian Earthquake Relief  
by George Tolley, Chair 
 

 On January 12, 
2010, an earthquake of 
magnitude 7.0 Mw  struck 
near the capital city of 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti, 
causing widespread dev-
astation of buildings and infrastructure in the cit y and 
countryside, including an estimated 230,000 deaths, 
300,000 injuries and 1,000,000 people made homeless.  
The Haitian Government has estimated that 250,000 resi-
dences and 300,000 commercial buildings, including 
churches, had collapsed or were severely damaged by 
the earthquake or its aftershocks. 
 In the immediate aftermath of the earthquake, 
the Missions Commission of St. Margaret’s Church sent 
$3,000 to Episcopal Relief and Development, the interna-
tional relief agency of the Episcopal Church, which  or-
ganized its response in coordination with the Episc opal 
Diocese of Haiti.  Before the end of January, ERD and 
the Diocese of Haiti were feeding, sheltering, and dis-
tributing medical supplies to more than 20,000 earth-
quake survivors in 23 emergency camps. 
 During the Season of Lent, five weeks of alms-
giving at St. Margarets also was earmarked for Hait ian 
earthquake relief.  Over that time, parishioners do nated 
more than $5,500 (including proceeds from our youth ’s 
successful book sale) to ERD to assist the continuing 
Haitian relief work. 
 More recently, St. Margarets received a call for 
assistance from St. Johns Episcopal Church in Glyndon, 
MD, a parish with a longstanding relationship with St. 
Etienne’s Church in Haiti – Rev. Tracy Bruce and Rev. 
Stephen Davenport of St. Johns Glyndon have worked in 
Haiti for about four decades.  Our Church donated 
$2,500 to St. Johns Glyndon to finance the rebuilding of 
an earthquake-destroyed home in the province of St. 
Etienne, Haiti. 
 To date, the Missions Commission reports that 
St. Margarets Church has contributed more than $11,000 
toward the earthquake relief efforts in Haiti – all  of this 
money coming from the Parish operating budget or do -
nations from individual parishioners. 
  The Missions Commission recently welcomed 
two new members, Jim Hall and John Willard, who 
joined Tina Carrucci, Fumiko Church, James Hanrahan, 
Jane Holly, Amy Windham, Arvilla Wubbenhorst, and 
George Tolley (Commission Chair).  Any parishioner 
who would like to join the Missions Commission may 
contact any member for more information. 
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by Pat Hall, Parish Nurse 
 

 We collectively do-
nated 21 units of blood on 
Sunday, April 18 th, making 
our average donations just 
under 20 units per drive.   
Each unit of blood will be 
separated into packed cells 
and plasma; therefore our 21 
donations will help 42 peo-
ple. The Blood Donor Center 
at Anne Arundel Medical 
Center is so appreciative that 
they request we continue our good work on a more 
regular basis. Donors, ages 17 to 70, can give blood 
every 56 days.   Therefore, we have scheduled additional 
Blood Drives on a quarterly basis. 

Upcoming Donation Dates  
June 27  September 26  December 5 

 
 

Saturday, July 10 
     from 10:30 am—4:00 pm 
Hail ye crafters and artisans 
who have blessed St. Margaret’s 
Joust and Faire with wares. We 
call you to the attention of our 
congregants that they may 
know the glories of your skills. 
On July 10, attend thee to the fine wares from 
“Cedarwood Soaps,” the crafts of “Magic Needles,” t he 
charmed purveyors of magical tales “Best Fairy Books,” 
and the sparkling bijoux and baubles from the talen ted 
hands of Leigh Gruber. Go to the website 
www.SMJoust.org for a complete list. 
 

All eyes should be lowered and coin of the realm read-
ied for the arrival of Our Lord of Silly Titles. Me mbers of 
the community may express their hidden ancestry 
through titles for themselves and their kin. These titles 
will grant thee privileges unknown, but your neighb ors 
will be impressed. The titles will be presented wit h due 
thanks in the Joust and Craft Faire program, and on our 
website. And whilst you prepare your faux heraldry,  
doff your cap to retiring Lord and Lady Bill and Ar villa 
Wubbenhorst for years of faithful service to the Joust . 
 

If you are interested in joining the 2010 ‘joustabouts’ 
contact Steve Brennan, Steve@ilimer.com, or Anne Ses-
sions, Anne.Sessions@lctm.biz, or leave a message with 
Erica at the church office. 
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It started simply enough 
eighteen months ago. Lo-
cal musician Carolyn Sur-
rick realized that on any 
given day, she spent a 
number of hours practic-
ing the viola da gamba 
and that she could easily 
spend that time playing 
for wounded soldiers. She 
enlisted her musical part-
ners, local guitarist Ginger 
Hildebrand and four-time 
US National Scottish Harp 
Champion Sue Richards in 
the project and then spent 
a morning on the phone trying to find a way to volu n-
teer their musical talents at Walter Reed Hospital. Fi-
nally, a chaplain stationed at the hospital suggested that 
she call Peter Anderson, the director of Mologne House.   
 
Mr. Anderson explained that Mologne House is an out -
patient hotel at Walter Reed where soldiers stay that do 
not need round-the-clock care but are not well enough 
to go home. Sometimes they stay for a few months, 
sometimes for years. Many of the soldiers there have 
recently returned from Iraq or Afghanistan, having suf-
fered life-threatening injuries. Also, their famili es can 
stay there to help with their recovery. 

 
The trio started playing at 
Mologne House in Novem-
ber of 2008 and they per-
form there every Friday that 
they are not out on tour. 
Busy musicians, they are 
half of the group Ensemble 
Galilei that tours nationally. 
After six months of giving 
away Ensemble Galilei CDs 
Surrick decided that they 
needed to record the music 
that they were playing for 
the soldiers. She called her 

friends in the industry and everyone agreed to dona te 
their time from the recording engineer, to the stud io, the 
mastering engineer, the photographer, the graphic artist, 
and the manufacturer – they all donated their time,  tal-
ents, and machinery.  
 
Surrick explains, “And now when the soldiers say, 
“Hey, can you come back at night and play in the ha ll-
way because I sure can’t sleep.” We hand them this CD 
and the blood and the guts and the small arms fire and 
the big explosions that they hear when they close their 
eyes can be replaced, even if only for a moment, with 
music. They say it helps and I believe them.”  
 
Hildebrand wrote, “The wounded warriors and their 
families have told us in a thousand ways how comfor t-
ing it is for them to have us there. We've made many 
dear friends, and lost a few also. It's not a tearless en-
deavor. The music on this CD was selected particularly 
for its restfulness. It's our gift to the convalescing sol-
diers, and we hope it will give them solace.”  
 
Sue Richards adds that the practicing element has paid 
off, as the trio works out new repertoire and write s more 
tunes. “The informality is really fun, and as we ta lk to 
the handful of people listening, we get immediate f eed-
back." 
 
The CDs are now being given to the soldiers and their 
families at Mologne House. When they are sold to the 
public, ALL of the proceeds go to manufacturing new  
CDs, and to The Special Operations Warrior Founda-
tion . 
 
The concert to celebrate 
the release of the CD 
will take place on Sun-
day, June 14, 2010 at St. 
Margaret’s Church in St. 
Margaret’s as part of the 
Music at St. Margaret’s 
Series. The concert is 
free and open to the 
public. 
 
For information about 
the concert visit: 
www. st-margarets.org  
or call: James Fitzpatrick 
410.974.0200 ext. 20 

Local Trio’s Concert Celebrates 
Above and Beyond 

a CD to benefit Wounded Soldiers 
and their Families  

Sunday, June 14, 2010 at 4:00 pm  
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Allen  Apartment  Day Camp better known as Camp 
Allen will take place will take place this year Aug ust 2 
to August 6 so mark your calendars, especially all you 
wonderful youth who volunteered or would like to 
help out working with Hispanic children ages 5-12 i n 
inner city Annapolis. Contact Arvilla Wubbenhorst 
(arvilla1223@gmail.com) 410-757-6199. 
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 This summer, 
St. Margarets 
will try to im-
prove upon its 
stellar record in 
t h e  Ch urch 
League.  Games 
will likely again 
be in June and 
July, on Monday 

and Wednesday evenings around 6:30 P.M.  Please 
send an email to Kemp Hammond with your contact 
information at khammond23@hotmail.com if you are 
interested in playing this summer, even if you are not 
able to make it to all or most of the games.  We will 
likely have two practices in May before the games 
start. Thank you! 
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Baobab Blast is an open invitation to be a part of 
God’s Great Get-Together. Set under the impres-
sive baobab tree, kids will have the opportunity to  
hear the Word, be amazed at God’s wildlife crea-
tions, and be a part of a supportive community. 

This will be a life-changing experience for your 
kids as you gather together as a community and 
grow in faith. As the sun rises and sets on the sa-
vannah, so, too, will faith and relationships grow 
as kids explore connections with God, family, 
friends, and others around the world. Get ready to 
experience the most amazing community get-
together under the sun. 
 
· Children ages 3 yrs to  5 th grade are welcome. 
· Older children and youth are invited to be 

Bible School assistants. 
· Before and after care is being offered through 

the St. Margaret’s Day School. 
· Registration deadline is June 7.  
 Look for registration information in the 
 church office or Day School foyer or on 
 our webpage.  

 

We still need many volunteers! 
Please contact Sandra Goldthwait 

(goldthwaits@aol.com) 

At our services on Pentecost last Sunday we recognized 
and gave thanks for all of those who have helped wi th 
our programs for children and youth this past year,  es-
pecially Sandra Goldthwait. (Please see Stewart if you 
were not there to receive a small token of appreciation.) 
 
We are already planning our programs and recruiting  
leaders for our 2010-2011 program year. Wendy Gar-
gano is gathering a group of interested parishioners to 
plot out our plan of action during this interim tim e as 
we know we will be welcoming a new rector in late 
summer or early fall. We will meet next Thursday ev e-
ning, June 3 at 7:00pm in the Conference Room. If you 
are able to help or are interested in teaching next year, 
please email Wendy or Stewart. 
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FALL  PROGRAM  PLANNING  
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by Tricia Hallberg, Day School Director 
As we say goodbye to another school year, we will 
host our annual Kindergarten graduation and end of 
the year family picnic on Friday, June 4th.  Our fes-
tivities will begin at 10am with the graduation of our 
8 Kindergarteners in the Church.  We will then move  
into the family fun day/picnic at our playground 
area from 11-1pm.  All families are invited to atte nd 
even though there is no school that day.  We are still 
looking for volunteers to help with grilling, set u p 
and clean up. 
We are still accepting summer camp applications! 
We have 7 fun-filled weeks of theme based camps 
which include water play daily.  Download an appli-
cation from our web site for more information or 
registration. 
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