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 A few weeks ago at an adult forum, in re-
sponse to a question about liturgy I think, I made the 
suggestion, half in jest, that when St. Margaretõs adds 
the double òalleluiasó throughout the year (except in 
Lent, of course), that itõs an exaggerated expression of 
your sense of specialness.  Those of you who were 
there will remember that Stewart blurted out, òNow 
youõre on your own!ó  People laughed and the mo-
ment passed, but I think it touched a nerve.  
 First let me say in my defense ð and before 
Iõm horsewhipped and run out of town ð that I think 
St. Margaretõs is most certainly special!  I can assure 
you that as clergy friends of mine call to ask about 
this parish, I encourage them to apply, telling them 
that itõs a wonderful parish and full of gifts and 
graces ð a plum to be sought after.   
 Furthermore, I freely admit that Iõm a liturgi-
cal snob; that is, I love the liturgy so much that I rec-
ognize that I can get unduly picky and persnickety 
about the details.  I have to constantly remind myself 
of my own axiom: the liturgy is a means to an end, 
not an end in itself. 
   Even so, I do try to respect the rubrics of the 
prayer book.  Rubrics are the òceremonial directions 
printed at the beginning of service -books, or in the 
course of the text.  The word originated from the fact 
that in medieval books they were written in red ð 
Latin, ruber ð to distinguish them from the text of the 
service.ó  [from The Oxford Dictionary of the Chris-
tian Church.]  And the rubrics for the dismissal (page 
366 in the Book of Common Prayer) say that òFrom 
the Easter Vigil through the Day of Pentecost òAlleluia, 
alleluiaó may be added to any of the dismissals.ó In other 
words, it sets off the season of Easter as being special; 
that is, distinct from all the rest of the year.  So to my 
thinking, using the alleluias all year diminishes the 
specialness of the Easter season. 
 All this has gotten me thinking about what it 
is that makes this place or any parish special.  Hereõs 
what Iõve come up with so far: 

A church is special when it is warm and invit-
ing; when visitors and newcomers are wel-
comed as if theyõve just come home after a 
long absence. 

Newcomers find it easy to be integrated fairly 
easily into the life of the parish; in other 
words, they donõt end up feeling like outsid-
ers. 
The parish as a whole has a sense of its iden-
tity and mission; that is, the primary values 
that inform its decisions and direction.  At 
best, this should be a written statement, but 
at least it should be something that people 
think of when they think of the parish.  For 
instance: òOh, St. Swiggenõs ð thatõs the 
church that ______________,ó and they can 
fill in the blank.   
At the same time, a parish is special when 
being part of it encourages individuals to 
identify and exercise their unique ministries, 
both in the parish and in the larger commu-
nity.  
And finally, this kind of church is one in 
which people are truly free to be themselves; 
to be on an authentic spiritual journey with 
all the ups and downs ð wilderness and oases 
ð that such a journey implies.  Anything less 
only tempts us to pretend piety, which really 
isnõt piety at all, but a fraudulent kind of pie-
tism. 

 

Iõm sure you can add to this list of what makes a 
parish special.  Meanwhile, I invite you to humbly 
ponder and reflect on your sense of what makes St. 
Margaretõs the unique and special place that it surely 
is.   

 

Faithfully,  

 
LENTEN SERIES 

òFrom Slavery to Freedom: Living into Forgivenessó 
Wednesdays, February 24 - March 24  

6:00pm Holy Eucharist in the church 
6:30pm Simple Soup Supper 

7:15pm Program led by Lori and Stewart 
8:00pm Closing Prayers 
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EASTER ALTAR & CHURCH FLOWERS 

Easter Lilies and Flowers to decorate the altar and church for Easter are  
available as memorials or in thanksgiving. Please fill in the form below and place 
in the alms basin or mail to the church.  
Write òEaster Flowersó on the memo line of the check. The deadline is March 28. 
The cost is $15 per plant or you can make a 
donation for the other flowers that will be used to decorate the church.  
 
In memory of _________________________________________________________ 
 
In thanksgiving for ____________________________________________________ 

Celebrating the Election of Mary Glasspool  

as bishop suffragon of Los Angeles 
 

Since her election as bishop suffragon of Los Angeles last December, weôve all been holding our 
collective breath as we await word that Mary Glasspool, rector of St. Margaretôs from 1992 to 2001, 
has received the required consents from a majority of the standing committees and bishops of the 
Episcopal Church.  At this printing, Mary reports that she is very close to having the necessary num-
ber of standing committee consents, and getting closer to those from the bishops.  But weôre not 
waiting to plan our celebration, and hereôs your invitation. 
 

You are cordially invited to an 
OPEN HOUSE 

in honor of  
The (soon-to-be Rt.) Rev. Mary Glasspool 

Friday, April 23rd 
from 6:00 to 8:00 PM 

 
Also, in response to our request to be allowed to give her one of the traditional gifts to a new 
bishop, Mary has agreed that we may give her the episcopal ring that is a symbol of ministry of a 
bishop.  She has already been given the amethyst that is the centerpiece of such a ring, and we are 
discussing the design with an experienced jewelry designer.  Mary wants the ring to have the shield 
of the Diocese of Los Angeles on one side, and the St. Margaretôs dragon on the other!  In addition 
to monetary contributions, gold of any karat weight may be donated.  The gold will be refined and 
used in the ring, making it all the more unique and personal.  (Please arrange to give donations of 
gold to Lori or Stewart to be forwarded directly to the jeweler.)  Meanwhile, keep Mary and Becki 
in your prayers as they await the completion of the consent process and plan their move to LA. 
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Holy Week and Easter  
March 28 ~ April  4, 2010 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday 

7:30, 9:00 and 11:15am 

Monday  

Holy Eucharist 7:00pm 

Tuesday  

Holy Eucharist 7:00 pm 

Wednesday  

Holy Eucharist 7:00 am & 7:00 pm 

Maundy Thursday  

Holy Eucharist,  Foot Washing ,  

Stripping of the Altar 7:00pm  

Good Friday  

Liturgy of the Day at Noon at St. Margaretõs 

The Way of the Cross at Manresa  

Choral Service with The Mozart Requiem at 7:00pm  

Holy Saturday  

Liturgy of the Day and  

Decorating of the church at 9:00am 

Easter Eve  

The Great Vigil of Easter with incense, 

lighting of the  Pascal fire, 

Holy Baptism and first Eucharist of Easter at 7:00pm  

Easter Day  

Festival Holy Eucharist  

7:30, 9:00 & 11:15am 
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Ghanaian Mothers' Hope Friend 
& Fundraiser The Spirit of 
Ghana on Sunday, March 14. 

Mike Winn ( mwinn421@verizon.net and 
410.703.2768) tells us that Ghanaian Mothers' Hope 
will hold its annual friend and fundraiser The Spirit 
of Ghana on Sunday, March 14, from 1-4 pm at 
Rams Head Tavern, in the historic Savage Mill. Tick-
ets are $30.00 per person for an afternoon of celebra-
tion, food, Ghanaian music, a silent auction, and of 
course the good spirit of Ghana.  Cash bar avail-
able.   

 

DATE:  Sunday, March 14 
TIME:  1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
LOCATION:  Rams Head Tavern in the historic  
Savage Mill. 
Located at 8600 Foundry Street, Savage, MD. 
Savage Mill is listed on the National Register of His-
toric Places. Ram's Head Tavern and Savage Mill are 
conveniently located within easy driving distance of 
Annapolis.  
 

Getting tickets is easy. You can call 410.215.9543 to 
reserve your tickets. You can mail your check to Ghana-
ian Mother's Hope, Inc., PO Box 45 Westminster MD 
21158. Or go to www.gmhope.ang-md.org/donate.htm  
Ghanaian Mother's Hope is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization. Since 2005 it has been educating chil-
dren and empowering villages in Ghana, West Af-
rica, building preschools and primary schools, play-
grounds & health posts.  St. Margaretõs has sup-
ported Ghanaian Mothersõ Hope with endowment 
and mission grants.  Five members from St. Marga-
retõs have traveled to Ghana in the past few years, 
and been involved in this ministry.  

http://www.gmhope.ang-md.org/donate.htm

