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St. Margaret'’s prides itself on being a wel-
coming church, and indeed it is! A newcomer or
visitor would be hard pressed to find any congre-
gation more gregarious in its hospitality and at-
tention. And even a cursory look at the statistics
of attendance and membership reveals a steady
growth over the past decade; a sure indicator that,
in addition to simple demographics, St. Marga-
ret’s is doing something right.

One of the things SMC is doing right is to
make families with young children feel at home
and appreciated. While the noise and ruckus of
all those restless little bodies can be a bit of adis-
traction, not least of all to their parents, the over-
all attitude and environment at all services, and
especially at the nine o’clock service, sends the
message that church is where our children be-
long. It may be the most important message we
send.

Another thing SMC is doing right is to
provide worship in the “broad church” tradition.
Broad church is a term that means something like
via mediathe widest common ground on which
the most of us can stand together. In worship,
that means SMC is trying to offer worship that is
both traditional and contemporary; liturgically
rich while also being informal; firmly rooted in
scripture and the prayer book, while also being
related to our daily lives. Itis worship thatis de-
signed to prepare us to “Go in peace to love and
serve the Lord” in the world outside the church
doors.

There are many things SMC does to be
welcoming, including but not limited to:

greeters on Sunday mornings;

newcomers dinners several times during the
year,;

nametags — when we remember them!
beautiful landscaping that says SMC cares
about the environment, is committed to good
stewardship of its grounds, and desires to be
attractive to visitors and members alike;
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a beautiful nave that is both historic and mod-
ern; for example, the historic bell and the new
sound system;

and not least of all, people who are friendly to
new faces.

There is only one suggestion | would offer:
that is, for members to fill the church from the
front and leave room for visitors and newcomers
in the back . Consultant and author on church
growth, Alice Mann of the Alban Institute, says
that studies show that newcomers are reluctant —
in fact, sometimes leave — if the only seats availdle
are up front. | know this is patently unEpiscopa-
lian! But if we are committed to being truly wel-
coming, perhaps we might consider the practice of
sitting up front the responsibility of members and
regular worshipers. Wouldn't that be a new way
to making ourselves the most welcoming Episco-
pal church in town!

So pat yourselves on the back for all the
things you do so well, and think about making
comfortable space for visitors. If anyone can do i,
you can!

Sunday October 4
at 4:00 P.M.

Bring your cats and cat-
erpillars, elephants and

eels, geckos and guinea
pigs, dogs and ducks.
But put them on a leash
or in a crate for the
safety of all of God's

creatures, great and
small. We’'ll sing and

worship and have treats

for animals and humans

alike.
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By The Rev. T. Stewart LucasAssociate Rector

I know, | know. | just §
preached a sermon on Sep@
tember 20 about the disci- &
ples arguing over who is .. /
the greatest. | said that we _
must indeed put aside our #
pride and self-,
centeredness. However,
after proofing this newsletter, | can’t help but thi nk that
St. Margaret’s Church is indeed the greatest Christian
community - well, the greatest one I've ever experi-
enced anyway. Just look at all of the information in
these pages!

There are so many activities to join - ways to
grow deeper in relationship to God and to one anoth er.
There are so many ways to reach out to help those n
our community, in Appalachia, and the whole world
through the Endowment Grants process. | hope you wil |
read, mark, learn and inwardly digest all of the ex citing
news before you.

But you know, Jesus interrupted the disciples’
argument and said they must welcome all as they
should welcome the child into their midst. We are doi ng
that here at St. Margaret’s in a grand way. There is no
reason we should not be proud of the gifts God has
given to us, the blessing of so many children of all ages
coming here to experience the joy and wonder of God’s
love.

The challenge becomes one not of pride, but of
stewardship, because of those to whom much is given,
much is required.

Sun. Oct. 4 from 4-7pmBlessing of the Animals & supper
Sun. Oct. 11Fun at Camp Wright, no regular meeting
Sat. Oct. 17Pumpkin Patch

Sun. Oct. 25Corn Maze followed by dinner at Nate Hall's
Sun. Nov. 1 from 5-7pm Supper and Stuff at Church

For more information: Tracy Blamphin at 410-353-3522 or
tblamphin@atlanticbb.net
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Join us for conversation and coffee at 10:15am in the
Parish Hall. Thanks to the Christian Formation Com-
mission for these presentations and for many more t¢
come.
October 4

Church Growth Conversation
October 11

Christian Response to Health Care Reform
October 18

Third Sunday Coffee Hour
October 25

Interim Rector’'s Forum
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Join the Brother-
hood of St. An-
drew for an inter-
generational after-
noon of fun, food,
games and good
Christian fellowship. More details in the eNews. Ser-
vices will take place at 7:30, 9:00 and 11:15 am a$t.
Margaret'’s; the picnic follows.

n $%$

n !|||$%

The Friends of the Light
House Shelter will be
hosting their annual
Pumpkin Patch at St.
Martin’s  Lutheran
Church located at 1120
Spa Road, Annapolis.
The Patch will be open from Saturday, October 10 - 31
St. Margaret’s is responsible to staff the patch onFriday,
October 16th and Saturday, October 17th. We will col-
lect the baked goods that can be frozen after church tre
first 2 Sundays in October. Freshly baked items will be
collected at the church on Friday morning (October 16th)
or you can drop them off at the Pumpkin Patch. To sign
up to work a shift at the Patch or to donate baked goods
please call Jonathan Hall at 410-451-3339 or emailta
jonathan.b.hall@verizon.net
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By James R. Fitzpatrick,Director of Music

Don't Miss a Fun Filled Evening October 11

Our concert series offers a variety of styles of
music but the concert on Sunday, October 11 at 7 p.mis
one of the most delightful and off beat presentatio ns of
the year. Michael Britt, the renowned composer and
theatre organist will be on hand to accompany two
short silent films. At least one of those will be a film
starring Buster Keaton, one of the greatest comedians of
the silent era. If you and your family have never seen a
real silent film accompanied with live music, you ar e in
for such a remarkable evening. Michael Britt is a nation-
ally known organist who supplies the accompaniments
for silent films shown at the Library of Congress. Mark
your calendars for this one. And we will even suppl y
the popcorn for free!

The All Saint’s Dixieland Mass

One of the most eagerly anticipated services
each year is the All Saints’ Dixieland Mass. Following
Hurricane Katrina, we looked for a way to identify w ith
those suffering in the aftermath of the storm. One of the
most sure fire ways to experience the emotions of acul-
ture is to spend time with the music of that culture.

And New Orleans provides a musical feast upon which
to draw.

While the liturgy itself remains true to the
Prayerbook, the music chosen for the service followsthe
pattern of the traditional New Orleans Jazz Funeral. In
that tradition as the crowd follows the hearse to t he
cemetery, a Dixieland band plays two hymns: Flee as a
Bird to the Mountain , a slow and mournful dirge, and
Just a Closer Walk with Thee, a walking tempo Gospel
song. This music symbolizes the grief of those left be-
hind to mourn. Following the interment, the mood
changes to one of rejoicing and the march back from the
cemetery is accompanied by happy music and dancing.
The most famous of the marches frequently used is
When the Saints Go Marching In. Down by the River-
side is also regularly used.

The response to this service and the meaning of
the music has been overwhelming. While it initially
provided a sense of oneness with New Orleans, the ®r-
vice has come to focus on the joy of the hereafter and
the blessing of those lives who now share in God’s
heavenly kingdom. The joyful rhythms and interplay of
the musicians, the soulful singing of the choirs, and the
exuberance of the musician idioms bring a rich divers ity
to St. Margaret’s. The music celebrates the African-
American experience, as well as Christ’s triumph over
the grave and the beauties of Heaven shared by the

saints.

This year on Sunday, November 1, the same mu-
sic will be offered at both the 9:00 a.m. and 11:1%.m. ser-
vices. Once again members of the Peabody Ragtime En-
semble will provide the authentic accompaniments to ou r
congregational hymns. The combined choirs of St. Mar-
garet’s and the Third Sunday Band will also be on hand
to help celebrate this feast day of remembrance and py.

But in addition to the celebratory music offered
by the Dixieland Mass, St. Margaret’s will be offering a
more traditional Anglican musical approach to All Sain ts
and All Souls as part of the service of confirmation on
Wednesday, November 4 at 7:00 p.m. Part of the beauty
of the feast of All Saints comes from time spent in medita-
tive reflection and remembrance of those who have
shown us the way through the light of their Christi an
witness. Stirring, noble hymns like For All the Saints
and | Sing a Song of the Saints of Godwill be featured in
this service. Thus, the shining examples of those who
have been faithful unto the end will be included in our
service of welcoming the newest members of our church.

We have a vari-
ety of times and
activities with
Sunday brunch
on the 3rd Sun-
day of each
month as well as
other events.

Here is what we have planned:

When: Saturday, Oct 3 (time to be determined)
Where: B&A trail (to ride bikes)

When: Sunday, Oct 4, 12:30-2pm
Where: meet at West Annapolis’ Oktoberfest for German
beer, food and music

When: Friday, Oct 16, 7pm
Where: Old Stein Inn (in case you missed West Annapo-
lis' Oktoberfest or you just can't get enough of it!)

When: Sunday, Oct 18, following church
Where: brunch at location to be determined

When: Friday, Nov 6, 7pm
Where: TBD

Evite invitations for each activity with more details will
follow. If you aren’t on our email list, please ema il
Lindsey Drager, Imd001@yahoo.com
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Pat Hall, RN
Parish Nurse

As expected, the HIN1 flu that emerged last spring is now back.
There have been over 1000 reported cases in Marylad so far. Normally, we
have our worst outbreak of seasonal flu in the wint er, so having flu out-
breaks now is unusual. As we wait for the availabil ity of the HLN1 vaccine,
our best defense is to protect ourselves through thefollowing measures:
Get vaccinated at soon as vaccine is available. That includes both the
seasonal flu vaccine and the H1N1 vaccine.
Stay at home if you or your child is sick . Isolate the sick person as
much as possible from the rest of the family. Use of a face mask is rec-
ommended for sick persons while sharing common spaces with other
family members. Remain at home at least 24 hours afer there is no fever
(100 degrees Fahrenheit orally) or signs of continue illness.
Practice good hand hygiene: Wash hands with warm soapy water and/or 60% alcoho | based hand sanitizer for
at least 20 seconds. Do this especially after coughig or sneezing. Allow hand sanitizer to dry thoroug hly.
Practice cough etiquette: Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue whenever you cough or sneeze. Otherwise,
cough or sneeze into your shoulder or elbow, not you r hands. Teach your children how to do this.
Nod or bow to your neighbor to pass the peace in worship services. Refrain from shaking hands.
Drink from the common cup or take only the host  during communion. Intinction will not be an option  during
this flu season.
Use 60% alcohol based hand sanitizer which is now available in the narthex, the administr ation building and in
the parish hall.
Detailed information about steps for protection, caring for persons sick with the flu and use of respi rators
will be available in the church office and in the nart hex. Information on the decision about intinction i s available in
the racks on the back of the pews.
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Led by the Rt. Rev. Eugene Taylor Sutton, bishop ofMaryland

Making a pilgrimage to the Holy Land is an experien ce that can transform your
faith. A lifetime of study, prayer and reflection o n the words and works of Jesus
can suddenly come alive in fresh ways as you journey through the significant

places of our Lord’s earthly ministry.

In this pilgrimage, we will visit ancient sites on both sides of the Jordan River.

On Ash Wednesday we will prepare ourselves for a Ho ly Lent by going to the

wilderness where Jesus was tempted. We will pray the Stations of the Cross in

Jerusalem, walking the ancient way of Christ to his death and resurrection. More

urgently, we will learn more about the roots of conf lict in the Holy Land, and

establish deeper ties with our brothers and sisters in the Anglican Diocese of

Jerusalem and the Middle East, seeking ways for our Diocese to partner with

them in their important ministry of reconciliation i n that region. | hope that you will consider joining me on this pil-
grimage!

+Eugene Speak to Izzy Winn here at St. Margaret's
Bishop, Diocese of Maryland for more info or visit www.ang-md.org
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Seniors group will be having our Annual
MEATLOAF, MUSIC AND MEMORIES
luncheon on October 17th in the Parish Hall
from 1-4 PM.

October is always a busy month for our pre-
schoolers and Kindergarteners. The Day School wel-
comes back all of last years staff as well as our new
addition, Melody Wright. Melody is assisting Amber
in the a.m. fours program. | am delighted that we
have such a strong group of teachers here at St. Mar-
garet’s. The teachers work hard everyday to provide
a warm and nurturing learning through play envi-
ronment. We also welcomed back many of our fami-
lies from last year and we are very excited to seeso
many new faces on campus this year.

he school will take a field trip on Monday
October 26N to Larriland Farms. We will enjoy a hay-
ride and corn mazes and get to pick out our very own
pumpkin. Our full day programs will ride a bus and
half day programs will carpool. Our Halloween par-
ties and parades will be on Friday October 30,

Themes for October: “Falling into Fall”

Color: orange; Shape: circle, semi-circle, pie; Lettes:
D E F G, writing names in correct form.

Units of study: Farm life, grandparents, fire prev en-
tion, farm animals, weather watch, harvest.

Math: 1 to 1 correspondence, more and less, counting
to 20, number recognition 1-5

Author of the month: Leo Lionni
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The Bereavement Gathering will be
meeting the second and fourth
Mondays at 7:00 PM in the Ad-
ministration Building. This is a
ministry that welcomes those who
need someone to listen to their
thoughts, confusion and feelings.
Through God’s love, we come together to assist each
other with healing.
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In this busy fall season, when everything seems D
accelerate, take time to slow down and listen to the call-
ing of your heatrt.

"Be still and know that | am God" (Ps. 46:11). Larn and
explore practical ways to become more centered, preset
and open to the flow of God's love. The facilitator is pa-
rishioner Sue Wentworth (Ph.D., Theology); call her
for details (410-349-1039).

To accommodate different schedules as much as
possible, we will offer this 6-part
series both in the evening (six
alternating Wednesday evenings
beginning on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 7 from 7:15 - 8:30 pm) and
during the day (six consecutive
Monday mornings beginning on
Monday, October 5 from 10:15 -

11:30 am, with childcare pro-
vided). We will meet in the Ad-
ministration building conference
room. RSVP to Erica in the of-
fice if you plan to come.
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In order to foster interfaith cooperation, the
Greater Annapolis Interfaith Network (GAIN) is spon sor-
ing the first of three sequential monthly meetings on
Thursday, October 8, 6:45pm - 9:00pm, at St. JoHs Neu-
mann Social Hall, 620 Bestgate Road in Annapolis.

Father Jack Kingsbury from St. Mary's Roman
Catholic Church, Rabbi Phillip Pohl from Kol Shalom a nd
Imam Awni AlQudah from the Islamic Society
will present the basic tenets/principles/core values of
their belief, and how these beliefs translate into social ac-
tion in the community. A question and answer discuss ion
will follow. Future presentations include: November 12
by: the Baha'i faith; the Annapolis Society of Friends
(Quaker Group); and the Unitarian Universalist; -
and December 10 by: the Lutheran; Baptist; and United
Church of Christ.

For more information: visit www.GAINonline.org
or contact DMackCRN@aol.comor 410-268-9741.
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Sunday, October 25, 2009 from 2:00 — 5:00PM
St. Philip’s Church, 730 Bestgate Rd., Annapolis
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Welcome to Sunday School at St. Margaret’s Church!!

We are honored to have the opportunity to share God’s Word with your children
this year during Sunday School. We have highly qualified Sunday School teachers and
Youth Leaders who are excited about their plans for this year.

REGISTRATION FORMS: If you haven't done so, fill out a form and turn i t in to your

child’'s teacher or the church office as soon as possible It is important that we have your

updated contact information.

VOLUNTEERING: Please be sure to introduce yourself to your child’s teacher and see how
you can be of assistance this year. We would enjoyhaving you participate as an assistant in
the Godly Play and Seasons of the Spirit classes operhaps you are able to help with snacks.
FALL MISSION PROJECT: This fall, each Sunday School class will be encouragng the
children and youth to bring in food and non-perishab le items for the Lighthouse Shelter
Food Pantry. We would like the children to learn to be contributors to outreach and mis-
sion. Some of the youth will be involved in prepar ing meals for the people at the shelter
this fall. Please take some time to help your children share in this ministry of stewardship.

Sunday School Teachers and Youth Leaders for 2009-2010

CLASS TEACHER ASSISTANT LOCATION
Nursery Maura Ireland Elizabeth Parker Day School Downstairs
Volunteers
Godly Play Stacy Canuel, Jenn Macris, Gwen Davis Temporary Classrooms
Pre-School Jeanne Nardi, Chris Fichtner Parent Volunteers (Ramp Side)
Godly Play Nikki Trella Margaret Hall Temporary Classrooms
Kindergarten/1st Anne Luers Parent Volunteers (Stairs Side)
Sandra Goldthwait
Seasons of the Spirit Danielle Rubino Ginny Wilson Day School
2d grade Sue Snyder Elizabeth Bowers Downstairs
Seasons of the Spirit Martha Donovan Parent Volunteer Day School
3d grade Heather Saroch Upstairs
Seasons of the Spirit Vera Torrence Kathy Mohler Day School
4h grade Sandra Goldthwait Upstairs

Seasons of the Spirit
5h & 6th grades

Bob Sanderson

Jim Reising
Parent Volunteers

Parish Hall Classroom
Downstairs

Rite 13 Wendy Gargano Parish Hall Library
Nancy Saroch Downstairs
John Goldthwait

J2A Kirsten Tolley Parish Hall Youth Room
John Willard (Downstairs)
Ali Tiedke
Mark Sweeney

YAC Beth Knorr To be determined by
Emily Garvin youth and leaders

Youth Group Contacts

Tracy Blamphin

Sarah McLean

Loretta Lawson-Munsey
Caitlyn Braun

Parent Volunteers to
chaperone events
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A Shower, a Bed, a Meal and a Space for Women
By lzzy Winn, Missions Administrator

The St. Margaret's Common Room for Wormdaw
does that sound? It will be a space in the new Light
House — A Homeless Prevention Support Cenbsing built
in Parole on the outer perimeter of Annapolis. Att he
recommendation of the St. Margaret's Missions Com-
mission the St. Margaret’s Vestry recently sent $20000
from our endowment fund to Annapolis Area Ministrie s
to make that possible.

365 days a year Annapolis Area Ministries, Inc.
(AAMI) provides shelter and meals at the Light Hous e
on West Street thanks to volunteers like you and
churches like St. Margaret's. For over two decades the
shelter has operated in Annapolis — first in church v esti-
bules, then at the un-restored Carroll Mansion and fi-
nally at a permanent location on West Street. Statigics
are staggering about the hundreds of men, women and
children in our county (one of the wealthiest in the
country), who, for one reason or another find them-
selves homeless — without an address. The existingand
very modest shelter can no longer provide the services
and shelter that our local homeless population needs.

St. Margaret’s Church is a member church of
AAMI and voluntarily gives, by action of the Vestry and
the recommendation the Missions Commission a mini-
mum of $12,000 annual support. In addition our pari sh
has given specific need based grants and provides and
serves dinner and breakfast once a month. Volunteers
from faith communities provide dinner every day oft he
year! That is how the shelter works.

The shelter also operates a food pantry that St.
Margaret's helps stock through constant donations of
grocery items, one bag at a time placed in our drop-off
box in our church building entryway. One month a
summer we take responsibility for completely stockin g
the pantry.

Fundraisers for the shelter take place through-
out the year. This October many volunteers from St.
Margaret's will staff the annual Pumpkin Patch for t he
shelter. Thank you to all who signed up at the Septem-
ber Ministries Fair! And thank you to others who si gned
up to serve the monthly dinners. Faithful people li ke
you help break the cycle of misfortune, poverty and
chronic mental health that leads to homelessness.

On a corporate level, the St. Margaret’'s Missions
Commission is committed to: Endowing the poor and
hungry with the means to feed, shelter and clothe them-
selves. For our Missions Commission this priority i n-
cludes housing or shelter for those without, nourish -
ment for those who hunger, and clothing for those w ho
are bare. This is based on the theme that if a manis

given a fish he
will eat for a
day but if he is
taught how to

fish he may
eat for a life-
time. This pri-

ority suggests

particular con-

sideration be

given to opportunities for recipients to sustain the m-
selves. The present shelter does not have the spacto act
upon such a commitment.

On this past September 21, a sunny Monday after-
noon, , our United States, Maryland, Anne Arundel
County and Annapolis elected representatives joined
Light House residents and hundreds of AAMI and
church volunteers (including many from our parish) in
breaking ground for a new Light House building on W il-
low Street in Parole. Through a major capital campaign
AAMI is on its way towards an $8.7 million facility that
can give adequate and well-designed space for people
needing shelter, food, employment counseling and social
services. Clients of this new facility will be childre n, fami-
lies, men and women sober and in transition working to
support themselves but not yet able to be self sufficient,
living in their own home. Other clients at this new center
will benefit specifically from a day center in a separate
part of the building that will offer basic meals foo d,
showers, health service and shelter. Chronically homeless
who may never fully integrate into our society need love
and shelter just the same. But by reducing desperaton
such a shelter will improve the safety of our commun ity.

The St. Margaret’s Common Room for Woman
space on the second floor of the new complex, will be
part of a separate safe area for women who at thistime
can not be adequately served at the shelter on West
Street.

Each member of St. Margaret’s is part of this com-
mitment to shelter our brothers and sisters in need. Each
member of our church can volunteer. Opportunities
abound — mentoring, serving meals, tutoring a child,
packing bag lunches, stocking the food pantry and sup-
porting the fundraisers. As a large congregation we can
do a lot more than give money or serve one dinner a
month. The missions Commission challenges you to give
more of yourself. Ask what more you can do for the
homeless in our area the next time you count your bless-
ings in your own home.

The Missions Commission will continue to seek
out ways you can be involved and supportive and will
post opportunities in the weekly bulletin and e-new s. For
direct information about all volunteer opportunities con-
tact volunteer@annapolislighthouse.org



The 19th Annual Bountiful Harvest will be held in the Atrium and Ballroom of the beautiful Loews Anna polis
Hotel on October 25 from 5pm to 8pm. This event will again be graciously sponsored by th e Chesapeake Chefs Asso-
ciation, who will provide wonderful tastings for us all to enjoy. Guests will also have the opportunit y to bid on excit-
ing and unique items in both the Live and Silent Au ctions, proceeds of which benefit The Lighthouse Shelter. The price
is $65 per person in advance or $75 at the door.

For nineteen years, the members of the Chesapeak€hefs Association have generously donated their many
and varied talents, seemingly boundless energy and resources, and very precious time and energy to make our largest
and longest running fundraiser, the Bountiful Harve st, a success. The Friends of the Light House Shettr would like to
thank each of the Chefs, our first sponsors, for the many gifts they have graciously provided to our co mmunity, espe-
cially those in greatest need, over the years. For giestions about the Bountiful Harvest or registratio n, please call 410-
268-4251 or email us atEvents@LightHouseAnnapolis.org

2 low four figure amounts to high five figures. In pr evious
. years we have dispersed annual totals between $14%)00
and $83,000 divided among multiple applicants . Our ex-
perience over the past eleven years indicates that boh the
number of grant recipients and the amounts dispersed will
vary each year. The breakdown of the 2009 grants ison
our website www.st-margarets.org under the pull dow n
tab “serving others.”

A Tradition and Blessing Continues
Accepting applications for 2010. Deadline November 30920

This winter the St. Margaret’s Grants Committee wil |
continue our parish tradition of interviewing and se lect-
ing worthy programs out of many, many applicants for
grant awards to be given in 2010. This begins the 1t
year for the grants program since it was established fol-
lowing the formation of our Church endowment in 1997 .
In 2009 St. Margaret’s Church issued 9 grants for aotal
of $105,000. While the amount of money available fa
grants fluctuates somewhat from year to year, we have
been able to make a significant impact in our own area as
well as in many parts of the world.

Typically, our grants are for one year at a time. Longer
term needs and multi-phase support may be discussed.
Grant awards may be less than the requested amount.

Requests are assessed as to whether they
Fit any of our mission priorities
Endow the poor and hungry with the means to feed,
shelter and clothe themselves
Restore the ill to health and heal the broken
Promote, preserve and sustain environmental health
Improve access to educational opportunities
Demonstrate need
Have a high probability of success, clearly defined
project goals and objectives, schedules, budgets, and
personnel committed to the program or project.

Any organization or individual, local, regional or global,
may submit an application for support. Applicants
should be compatible with one or more of our parish
mission priorities (listed below). Compatibility wi th
more than one priority does not assure preference for
consideration.

Word of mouth from our parishioners is the best way for
advertising this program to prospective grant applic ants.
Any parishioner may pass on the information about t he
grants program and guide those they know who might

be interested to our web site for guidelines and applica-
tion forms. Forms and guidelines are also available in the
office and in the foyer/narthex of the church.

All applications and attachments must be received in hard
copy. Submissions for 2010 must be postmarked no laer
than Monday, November 30, 2009. Electronic submissions
cannot be accepted.

Mail to:

St. Margaret’s Church
Att: Grants Committee
1601 Pleasant Plains Rd.
Annapolis MD 21409

Requests are not restricted by a minimum or a maximum
amount. Our focus is on the mission and not on the
money. Our previous grant awards have ranged from
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by Stacia Bontempo

I'd like to speak from the heart about how St. Mar -
garet’s is helping the poor in Appalachia, because that is
how I learned about the dreadful poverty facing the se peo-
ple each and every day of their lives.

Back in early 2005 when | was serving my last year
on the Grants Committee
(now known as the Missions
Commission), a woman and
a man came in to tell us
about their application for a
grant for a charity called the
Mission of Peace. They did
not come in with a fancy
presentation and handouts.

They came to the meeting

that night and simply spoke

from the heart sharing their story about the poor i n Appa-
lachia. It was a story that pulled at your heart strings. The
woman, Mary Golden, told us about her childhood, wh ich
sounded rich with love but not with money. She tol d us
about accepting handouts from charity and how she k new
she wanted to be the one to ‘give’ someday. She wan't
particularly eloquent, but her story was captivatin g. She
spoke of the strong calling she felt from God to do some-
thing for the poor and how she founded the Mission of
Peace. | was completely awestruck at how much good
work Mary was able to do with so little funding.

The Mission does not have a web site or brochure;
however, it does get out an occasional newsletter. It ac-
cepts donations of clothing, food and furniture fro m a vari-
ety of churches and organizations, predominantly in our
county. These donations are stored in a large barnbehind
Mary’s home in Annapolis. I've been there many tim es to
witness the generosity of the people in our county. It is
always full. These donations are sent down to Cedar Bluff,
VA every 5-6 weeks on a tractor trailer, where a small crew
of volunteers unload and hand out these items.

Cedar Bluff is a small town in Southwestern Vir-
ginia. It is predominantly white and very poor. T he me-
dian income for a family there is $30,357, accordirg to the
2000 census.

When Mary came to us in 2005, she was in need of
a larger building to hold these donations in Cedar BIuff.
They had a very small building with no insulation.  Mary
asked for $17,000 for a 30’x50" metal building, andshe got
it from our grants program. This building is open every
Tuesday or by appointment. On Tuesdays, two local chain
stores in Cedar Bluff give the Mission milk and mea t which
is handed out from the building that St. Margaret's funded.
It houses a walk-in refrigerator and some smaller freezers,
which gives them some limited storage of perishables.

Most of the clothing, furniture and school supplies are
handed out from this location.

The Mission also serves the poor in McDowell
county, WV, which is the southern-most county of WV .
There is not a lot of work there, and, according to Mary, there
are a lot of unemployed coal miners. During the 1980s, the
coal industry collapsed there. And, in 2000 and 2001, terrible
flooding further devastated the people and towns. The 2000
census reports that the median income for a family is $20,496.
The Mission of Peace regularly brings food, clothing and fur-
niture up in the hollers of the county. Through th e kindness
of the Bradshaw Fire Department in the county, the Mission
is also able to give away school supplies and hostan annual
Christmas party with presents for the children.

Back in late spring of this year, Mary came to talk to
the St. Margaret's Guild about her work with the Mi ssion,
since she was known to St. Margaret's as a grant reipient.
Several members of the guild asked her about her macst press-
ing needs for the Mission. She answered, she “neeed a fork-
lift, and it costs $2,500.” Unloading the tractor trailers down
at the storage building in Cedar Bluff is a big job, and, more
importantly, the Mission could start accepting larg e dona-
tions of food from Feed the Children. The Feed the Children
organization had told Mary that they would not brin g the
Mission donations of food without a forklift to unl oad their
trucks. The Mission does not have enough money for a fork-
lift, she said, but, she was praying for an answer.

A member of our Guild was as awestruck as | had
been in 2005 at the grants meeting. She wanted tdind a way
to help, so she started a fund for this forklift. Three more
parishioners, just through word of mouth, also cont ributed to
this fund, which was now up
to $1,500. The Guild voted in
early September to give the
Mission $500. A request was
made to the Missions Com-
mission at their early Septem-
ber meeting for the remaining
amount of $500, and the Mis-
sions Commission voted that
night to give it to the Mission
of Peace. So, in a short period of time, with thegenerosity of
four parishioners at St. Margaret's, donations from our Mis-
sions Commission and our Guild, and a lot of prayer s on be-
half of Mary and her Mission, a forklift will be pu t to good
use in Cedar Bluff, VA!

| recently spoke with Mary Golden and she wants us
know that “there are thousands of people benefiting from the
generosity of St. Margaret’s Church. This building has made
a huge difference in the amount of donations that can be
given out, at no cost, to the poor.” She is so extemely grate-
ful. And, now, | can’t wait to tell her about the forklift. It
will further her conviction that the Mission of Pea ce operates
through prayers and the hard work of many volunteer s!

If you'd like to donate any clothing, furniture, m oney
or non-perishable food items to the Mission of Peace, please
contact me at 410.268.1911 osbontempo@comcast.net
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right logs and a gate across a peninsula that could ke de-
fended. You did not go beyond the wall without your

Mack Ridout is one of the treasures of St. Margaret's Ghurc rifle. These men knew how to use a rifle, and a hammer

His family has been part of this parish and the Broadneck
Peninsula since its early settlement. After Mack andoBea

and a fishing net. They knew how to negotiate with Indi-
ans, and how to deal with animals. Life here was differ-

took Bill and me for a historic tour of the area, | asked him tcent. It was harsh and difficult. It was cold. You did n't al-

write a reflection on change as he has experiencetig in
long and very interesting life. This article is thesult. It
will be published in two installments in the SMC n&letter.
Join me in expressing our thanks to Mack for this artauhe,
to Mack and Barbara for their devotion to this church and
community. Lori+
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Change as we see it but brought about by our environ-
ment and by how we live and by how we react and how
we behave. Let’s take a look from a long time ago.Imag-
ine the people who drew up into the mouth of the so on
to be named Severn River. Standing on a simple saiing
ship. Dependent solely on their own handiness, know I-
edge and strength. These people have come from Eng-
land where living was different, safe and comfortabl e;
not always the easiest, but at least everyone undestood
what those conditions were. Being dissatisfied and the
opportunity to change, these people elected to do sa
They departed for a new world, a new start, a new set of
conditions. True, they would still be governed and p ro-
tected by their native country, but they would be fre e to
embark on a new freer kind of life. They moved to V ir-
ginia where conditions had grown to a number of peo-
ple who lived together and worked together in small
villages. They understood the need of some governarce.
Some wanted more freedom and moved to the edge of
town and beyond. Some, such as those who headed out
further to reach the “Severn” passed through St. Mary’s
City and on into the wilderness — this unknown terr i-
tory. A land of trees and brush, animals and Indian s.
They were mostly men, experienced men who knew
what they had to do. They knew how to protect them-
selves, knew how to feed themselves, how to build, how
to hunt and how to work together. They off-loaded t heir
supplies and their ship returned to Virginia to ret urn in
the spring with supplies and families. For, yes, this was
fall but this was well planned so that in the sprin g hous-
ing would be up, land cleared and defenses in place.
Now the Indians didn’t give them much trouble, there
was plenty of land and the Indians didn't live ther e any-
way. They hunted and fished there during seasons. The
animals were more of a problem. There were lots of
them, of all kinds including bears and bob cats. They
did not move over so easily. But they were hunted and
soon thinned out appreciably. A wall was built of u p-

ways know who was going to win. You had to be gov-
erned; you had to be part of the group. You had to stay
healthy, you had to eat. Was this change? Was this difer-
ent? You bet! It made you a stronger, tougher person |
remember one incident in my life from years ago. As
president of the Anne Arundel County Fair | had joi ned
other fair officers at the Montgomery County Fair. W e
were touring the fair grounds. Now | was familiar w ith
sheep, my grandfather had sheep, my cousin had sheep
and | had been among them and loved and touched
them. Now our leader had said: “don’t touch the live -
stock.” Well, we got to the sheep and my hand just natu-
rally went out. Well, a young man about 17 years old shot
out an epithet such as you never heard. Served me rght.
Remember this young man was on a farm far distant in to
the outskirts of Western Maryland. He was used to ani-
mals. People were unknown to him. He was looking ou t
for the animals under his care, and so these tough men on
the edge of an unknown wilderness were changed. They
were tough, they were strong, and they knew what ha d
to be done. They killed a bear, a muskrat, and a yaing
deer. That wasn’t a trophy that was food. | remember
other incidents in my younger days. Once, my dad and |
and Faucet Hopkins, Charlie and Elliott Pettebone were
clearing the back part of the church property of trees and
brush to make room for the horse show and joust soon to
be brought over from Uncle Frank Iwall's farm. | was 20.
The others were 40. They worked steadily all morning
swinging axes, briar hooks and forks, no stopping, no
talking. | was dragging long before they were ready to
pause for a sandwich. That's the way they grew up. They
followed their fathers through the fields — harvest ing hay,
picking up potatoes, planting corn. They were tough. |
remember when a cow dropped a calf that Dad had
bought just for me — it was special — | could show it at the
country fair. It died the next day. | cried. Mother s aid,
“That’s a part of being a farmer, you have to learn that.”
And that ‘s the way these men were at the edge of te
wilderness.

And so life changed. The Providence village disappeared
in fifty years. It later became a farm. Across the river a
farm turned into small farms. Men and families work ed
these farms, cleared land, plowed, raised cattle, steep
and hogs, potatoes and produce, and it became a way @
life. It was different from the way of life in the town of
Annapolis. You governed yourself, you were a husban d-
man first, that is, you took care of your farm, your cattle,
your crops; that was your responsibility. That came first.



No play, no sport, no social life ‘til after your r esponsi-
bility was taken care of. It was different from Ann apolis
where dancing, plays and parties were foremost on the
list. A sick cow came first on the farm. Did you know a
cow had four stomachs: the rumer, reticulum, omasum,
and abomasum. Don't envy a cow a stomach ache! The
land had to be plowed and the corn planted so it wi Il be
up by mid-June. Ever hear corn grow? Of course — corn
grows doesn’t it? Children grow and they sure are no isy
about it! In July when a field of corn is a foot hig h and
after a rainy night and the sun is out bright and e arly
find a field of corn, go out into the middle of it a nd
stand quietly — you will hear it grow! | have! That ’s the
reward of being a farmer. So in the 1800's there wee
about 25 farmers in St. Margaret's. They tended thdr
farms and went to church on Sunday. The minister ran
the spiritual aspects of the church. The farmers ran the
business of the church. As the ministers changed so tte
spiritual aspects of the church changed — sermons
changed, some preached the Gospels, some preached
hell and high water. Some preached long sermons and
some short. Some came to dinner, some didn’t. Twenty-
five farmers did not always get enough money into t he
plate. If the room needed repair, it was repaired by a
couple of farmers, though not as soon as it should have
been. If a railroad tie was needed under the church to
hold it up, a bunch of farmers did it. They also pai nted
the church — they ran the horse show and joust to make
enough money to pay the minister and the Diocesan
allotment. They carved up the chickens so the Ladies
Guild could have its monthly din-

ner to raise some more money.

And everyone gathered at the loss

of a friend and parishioner. It did-

n't happen so often because of so

few people, but it was felt deeply

because they didn't really under-

stand, but the person always left a

big hole in the group that re-

mained. Burial was felt deeply by

all. Letters attest to the uncon-

quered diseases that were ram-

pant and disruptive and not un-

derstood. Life was short. Children

died early as we see in the grave-

yard. Although love was held by

all in those days, | believe we un-

derstand the love of Christ better

because our ministers today ex-

plain it through the Gospel and

we live it because we practice it

together lead by our minister. Life

was simple in the early days be-

cause we had to devote more time

to work. Today we have more leisure time to read, to en-
joy good musical entertainment, good lectures, good tele-
vision shows and we have information at our fingert ips.
We have better communication, we can visit almost in-
stantaneously. We have vehicles to get around fasterthan
horses and boats. Granted the car has caused us more
serious problems than the horse ever caused. We ardet-
ter educated people today because we have better educa
tional systems especially higher educational systems in-
cluding community colleges. We have better educated
ministers and ministers better trained to lead us. That
leadership has changed. In 1692 when the church was
authorized it was difficult to get ministers. Pay wa s low,
very low. They had to come from England. Most soon
went back because they could not cope with the wilder -
ness. Some did a very poor job of attending to their par-
ish and people. They had to live like a parishioner. Often
there was not yet a church building. Most had to wor k to
earn a living besides the money the parish was supposed
to pay them. Often they had to work on the farm on
which they lived — it was called a glebe. Most only stayed
at their parish for one or two years and moved on. So re-
sults were very poor. Most parishes depended strongly
on lay people especially lay readers. St. Margarets had a
lay reader early on — Phillip Jones — who read Morning
Prayer in the absence of a minister.

Finally when the church was built at the Severn River site
in 1725 we started gathering a little better clergy. And no,
the minister did not preach with a pistol on the pu Ipit.

...To Be Continued Next Month...
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