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Warning: Ramblings Ahead!

There’s nothing like death, or the threat of it, to
turn one’s thoughts toward the big questions; the
guestions human beings have been asking one way or
another since the beginning of time. Given Bill's re-
cent health crisis and the series of deaths of famous
people during the past several weeks, | find myself
thinking about those questions, not for the first t ime in
my life and probably not for the last. For me, tho se
guestions revolve around two main issues: the mean-
ing of eternal life, and time.

When | think about eternal life — or life after de ath,
or heaven, or everlasting life, whatever you might call
it — | usually turn to the images of C.S. Lewis’'s The
Great Divorce, which is about the gulf between
heaven and hell. Basically, Lewis imagines heavenas
moving toward God and hell as moving away from
God; and that though we begin that journey in this
life, we are always free to choose our direction. He
asserts that anyone can get into “heaven” who is wil -
ing to give up all that is evil. Needless to say, it's a
rich source of images.

Lewis would be the first to admit that all of our
images of heaven and hell are just that: images — vays
to imagine and think about the unknowable. And I
agree. | rarely get caught up in worrying about the
details. | have had a number of personal experiences
that affirmed my deep sense that there is more; tha
we continue in some real way. But | usually don’t
stew too much about the how and where.

What | do stew about sometimes is the purpose
and meaning of our short time in this world. Every
now and then, we hear someone who has survived a
terrible accident say something like, “God spared me
for a purpose.” | always find that a bit disturbin g, as
if each of us has some specific task or purpose to ac-
complish, and if we don't figure out what it is and do
it, somehow God’'s plan is thwarted. | wonder, is it
possible to thwart God’s plan? | do believe each ofus
iS unique, but does that mean indispensible? | don’t
think so. But what do | think?

What comes to mind is the image of fabric. Even
though I've never been a weaver, | think of the crea-
tion — or God'’s plan if you like — as an amazing fabric;
each of us threads in God’s inscrutable pattern. So
even if a life is cut short, even if one doesn’t reach his
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or her full potential, nothing is lost, nothing is wasted.
We are all part of the fabric of God'’s creation.

And maybe time is like that, too. [I've always
thought that the thing which most separates us from
God is time; we being bound by it and God not being
bound by it. If that is so, then it seems to me that
when we pass through this life into the next, we join
God in timelessness. Perhaps we even continue to be
part of the pattern of God's fabric. Hum. [I'll hav e to
think about that some more.

It does seem to me, though, that whatever the
length of our lives, the length of our thread in th e pat-
tern, the thing that really matters is its beauty, and
that is determined by one thing: love. The truth and
sincerity of our love, no matter the circumstances of
our lives, is what we can contribute to the fabric of
God'’s creation.

Well, you can’t say | didn’'t warn you that these
would be ramblings. If you are interested in some
conversation about such things, join me on the first
Sunday of each month during the Sunday School hour
for the Rector's Forum, beginning in October. We'll
start with some cosmic question (suggestions are wel-
come) or a case study and take off from there, with
possible exceptions for special events. Meanwhile,
welcome back from your summer. | hope you had a
chance for some ramblings of your own, though per-

haps of a lighter nature. .
See you Sunday. %{,f
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KICKOFF SUNDAY
September 13, 2009

7:30am Holy Eucharist, Rite |

9:00 & 11:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite Il
with Chancel Choir and Motet Ensemble,
Blessing of the choirs and Sunday School

Teacher Commissioning

10:15am Sunday School Begins
Adult Forum: Rector Search Update

4:00pm Music at St. Margaret’s Series begins
Fantasia Clarinet Quartet
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Planning Our Future Together

As part of our discernment process in search of a new
rector for our congregation, we need your help in de-
termining our Parish Profile which will help define

who we are and where we are going as a parish. We
are asking you to complete a survey that will help
gauge the strength, vitality, and priorities of St. Mar-
garet’'s Church. The information gained from this as-
sessment will be valuable in helping our clergy and
vestry think strategically about our future.

All members of your household 16 years or older are
asked to take the survey.Please complete the survey
as soon as possible, but no later than September 20,
2009.All responses are anonymous.

The survey is accessible on our website now. Or you
may pick up a paper copy in the back of the church to
complete at home and return to the parish office.

Thank you for your help in this important endeavor.

Spencer JohnsonChair of the Profile Committee

wsjohnson63@gmail.com
)
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Confirmation classes for youth and *
adults will start on September 13t
from 12:30-2:30PM. The class will
meet weekly until the confirmation service being held
at St. Margaret’s on November 4h. Attendance is re-
quired for those seeking Confirmation or Reception
into the Episcopal Church.

Confirmation

What is Confirmation?

A mature public affirmation of faith and acceptance of
the responsibilities of the Baptismal Covenant by the
laying of hands by the Bishop.

Who can be confirmed?

Baptized members of the Church, 15 years or older.
What is Reception?

For those who have been confirmed in other denomi-
nations who wish to be formally recognized as mem-
bers of the Episcopal Church.

How do | register or get more information?

Contact Rev. Nancy White at muffwhite@comcast.net
for information concerning youths; contact Michelle
Sanderson at mmsanderson@yahoo.com or John
Willard at jdwillard@aol.com for questions concerning
adults.

From our Diocesan Website: www.ang-md.org
The Reverend Canon Mary D.
Glasspool is one of six finalists in
the Diocese of Los Angeles’ up-
coming bishop suffragan election.
Of the nominees, two will be
elected to serve as bishops suffra
gan for the six-county west coast
diocese. The election will take
place during the diocese’s annual
convention in Riverside, Califor-
nia, December 4-5.

An ordained priest since 1981, Glasspool served in
parishes in Philadelphia, Boston and Annapolis (St. Mar-
garet’s) before becoming canon to the bishops in 201.

“l have often said that this is one of the finest dioce-
san staffs in the Episcopal Church. When one of its
members is called to other important positions in th e
church, then all of us are honored. Mary Glasspool is an
important and long-serving leader in the Diocese of
Maryland. Her work here has prepared her for even
greater responsibilities. Our prayers are with Mary
through this election, and with the Diocese of Los An ge-
les as it discerns God'’s will,” said Bishop Eugene Taylor
Sutton, bishop of Maryland.

Join us for conversation and coffee at 10:15am in the Parish
Hall. Thanks to the Christian Formation Commission for these
presentations and for many more to come.

September 6

Faith & Facebook:

A Conversation with Stewart+ about technology
September 13

Update on Rector Search Process
September 20

Coffee Hour
September 27

N1 H1 Flu Epidemic Update

with Pat Hall, Parish Nurse
October 4

Interim Rector’s Forum
October 11

Christian Response to Health Care Reform
October 18

Coffee Hour



By James R. Fitzpatrick,
Director of Music

In the musical A Chorus

Line, one of the characters

sings, “Why do | pay for

ALL those lessons? Dance,

for Grandma! Dance for

Grandma!” and the audience

always laughs heartily be-

cause most everyone has

been on one side or the other

of that comment and some of us have been on both
sides. So it is with great pleasure that we beginour 2009
-2010 Music at St. Margaret’'s Concert Series with a
performer who has made good on the investment of her
parents. Melissa Bishop, daughter of our Interim Rector
Lori Lowe, will bring her chamber music ensemble The
Fantasia Clarinet Quartet to St. Margaret’'s on Sunday,
September 13 at 7:00 p.m.for a charming and refreshing
look at music across the ages.

Ms. Bishop grew up in her native Georgia before going
to school at the prestigious Indiana University for both
undergraduate and graduate degrees in music perform-
ance. Following her time at the University, Ms. Bishop
studied abroad and then played in a symphony orches-
tra in Spain for two years. Subsequently, she enteed the
U.S. Navy and is Chief Petty Officer with the U.S. N avy
Band, playing clarinet.

Ms. Bishop’s colleagues in the group are professiond
musicians who have a similar interest in playing mus ic
of all sorts. Whether playing a fugue in complex cou n-
terpoint or a rendition of a Beatles’ tune, the Fantasia
Quartet always surprises and delights its audiences.

On October 11 at 7:00 p.m. Music at St. Margaret's
brings the whole family an evening of fun with Michael
Britt, theatre organist . Mr. Britt, a witty and distin-
guished composer and organist, will accompany com-
edy shorts from the age of the silent screen. From
Buster Keaton to Laurel and Hardy, the visual antics
will be enhanced and amplified through the sounds of
the St. Margaret’s organ like you've never heard it be-
fore. Mr. Britt is the organist of choice for the Li brary of
Congress when they need an accompanist for screenings
of their silent films — and no wonder! He studied w ith a
master of theatre playing and keeps the art alive for
countless audiences around the nation. Don’t miss this
glorious evening of fun and brilliant music.
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Wednesday, Sept. 16
7:30 - 9:00 p.m.

St. Margaret's Church, Annapolis

Come and hear first-hand from our bishops and deptu tes
from The Diocese of Maryland. Ask questions, engagein
discussion and help us build up the Body of Christ!
Stewardship, budgeting, health care, lay pensions, the
Anglican Communion, a Strategic Vision for reaching
Latinos/Hispanics, the Millennium Development Goals,
battling domestic poverty, continuing our work on Ant i-
Racism, inclusive and emerging church, and the expan-
sive role of the Church in the World plus much more
were all part of the work done at General Conventio n.
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At the June 8, 2009 Board of Directors’ Meeting of he An-
napolis Area Ministries

(AAMI) (the Lighthouse

Shelter), Jane Holly, St.
Margaret’s  Church’s
representative to the

Board, was elected to be

Vice President for the nght HOUSE

two year term. The new A HOMELESS FEEVERTION SUFPOET CENTEE
president is Elizabeth Kinney. Jane has been faithtilly
representing St. Margaret's on the Board for many years,
and the key coordinator for our parish in the annual

Pumpkin Patch and many other Shelter fund raising

events throughout the year.
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The Lighthouse Shelter continues to turn away many
homeless and needy folks who come to them on West
Street. The AAMI is a powerful and needed joint und er-
taking of 17 area congregations of various denomina-
tions, large and small, and is scheduled to break ground
in September to build a new and larger shelter. St. Marga-
ret’s has been a significant and steadfast supporterof the
Shelter all along, as well as in the new shelter caital
campaign which has been underway for over 10 years. It
will be a joyous occasion, and all are invited to wit ness
the historic event. Detailed notice will be forthcomi ng
about the groundbreaking ceremony.
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Join the Brotherhood of St. Andrew for an intergenera-
tional afternoon of fun, food, games and good Christian
fellowship. More details in the eNews and October 11.
Services will take place at 7:30, 9:00 and 11:15 amt &t.
Margaret's; the picnic follows.
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All youth and adults who have served on Honduras mi ssion teams are invited to aHonduras Reunion Fiesta, Fri-
day, September 25 at 7:00 P.M. in the Parish Hall. Spouses, partners, and families are also invited! Additionally,
parishioners and community members who may not have traveled to Honduras, but who have shared their tim e,
talents and resources in support of various Honduras mission and ministry projects are invited to attend this eve-
ning of sharing and celebration. Also, anyone interested in finding out more about Honduras mission po ssibilities
for the future is welcome!

Plans include a slideshow of collective pictures of Honduras experiences and a short program celebrating St Mar-
garet’s partnership with the Church of the Holy Spir it in Tela, its affiliated school and the surroundi ng community,
as well as the three ElI Hogar Projects (El Hogar deAmor y Esperanza in Tegucigalpa, St. Mary’s Institute at
Amateca, and the Agricultural School in Telanga).

St. Margaret’s Church has enjoyed long-term relationships with both the El Hogar and Tela programs. Now is a
great time to celebrate all that has been accomplishedin this country of gracious and loving people. It will be a
good time to look toward the future and to discern what God is calling us to do in our future mission a nd ministry
in this region of the world. Part of the Honduras Reunion Fiesta will include some discussion to assist in this dis-
cernment process.

The Honduras Reunion Fiesta has the support of the St. Margaret’'s Mission Commission, as well as the clergy and
staff. However, many helpers are needed to make the Fiesta an unforgettable success! Although the dinner will b e
potluck style, help is needed to coordinate details of the food and set-up, as well as to plan publicity , music, deco-
rations, and the slideshow. To join the Fiesta planning team, please contact The Rev. Nancy White &
410-956-3459 or amuffwhite@comcast.net. Hasta luego!
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St. Margaret’s Blood Drive: An Ultimate Community  Outreach
By Pat Hall, Parish Nurse

Many thanks (again) to all who participated in the A ugust 16 blood drive. It was the most successful one we have
had yet. The Anne Arundel Medical Center Blood Bank sends it appreciation of our outstanding response.

We had 28 people who attempted to donate, and from them, 25 units of blood were collected. Each unit of blood is
separated into packed red cells and plasma; therefore our donations will assist at least 56 patients. The Blood Bank
at AAMC uses about 25 units of blood per day, so we were able to supply a days worth. They like to have at least
five days supply on hand, but many times during the summer and around the end of the year, supplies barely meet
demand. So St. Margaret’s has agreed to have a blod drive in early December and then again the end of June.

There is no substitute for human blood, so the supply has to come from those of us who are able to donge. Much of
today’'s medical care depends on a steady supply of blood from healthy donors. Although sixty percent of the popu-
lation is eligible to donate, only 5% actually do so on a yearly basis. Many of our older population, who had been
faithful, regular donors, can do longer donate either because of age or medical condition. Therefore, we need
younger members of society to step up and participate. Anyone who is 17 and older and weighs at least 110 pounds
can donate every 56 days.

Interesting statistics from our blood drive:

O positive—9 B positive—2
O negative—3 B negative—1
A positive—6 AB positive—2
A negative—3 AB negative—2

Our donations included all blood types. The AB typ es
are rarer and are therefore in much demand. O negaive is considered the universal blood type, meaning it can be
given to almost anyone.

Watch newsletters and emails for details on the future blood drives here at St. Margaret’s.

Seafarers’ Center Fall Cruise -
Wednesday, October 7, 2009

Learn more about the ministry of the Baltimore Inte rnational Seafarers' Cen-
ter during a 2-hour Harbor Cruise on October 7. We board the luxurious
Duchess of Pintail from Inner Harbor Pier 5 at 4:45 promptly and return
around 7. Enjoy good company, refreshments, and live narration by Port vet-
erans. Please send your check for $50 per person t@altimore International
Seafarers' Center, 1430 Wallace St., Baltimore 21230y Sept. 18. (Includes
shacks, beer, and wine; cash bar also available.) lolude SASE or e-mail if you
require confirmation. Names of your guests are help ful (for nametag purposes)
but optional. Questions: MaryHTDavisson@aol.com or 410-685-1240.

Foyers in the Fall by Marge Reeves

Foyer groups start in September and end in January. There are so many new
faces in the congregation and foyers is one way to ge better acquainted. Many of us have been faithful to foyers for
many years and have enjoyed hosting new folks and those who have been around for a while. Please call @ email
Marge Reeves to join a group this fall. 410-897-480 or email marge.r@verizon.net




Children and Youth Ministries

By Sandra Goldthwait

Fall Children’s Chapel
Children’s Chapel will con-
tinue in the fall. The Drag-
ons Children Chapel is for
pre-school aged children
and the Saints Children’s
Chapel is for Kindergarten
through 5t grade. Older children are encouraged to
help as Junior Chaplains.
Remember Children’s Chapel has changed locations.
The Dragons will meet in the temporary classrooms on
the left side (ramp side) and the Saints will meet on the
right side (stairs side). Children’s chapel will be during
the 9:00 service for the Dragons and the Saints. Th
11:15 service will combine both age groups. Children
will be brought back to the church during The Peace.

CHILDREN'S CHAPLAINS AND MUSICIANS:
Age appropriate worship is an integral part of form ing
children into Christ-likeness in our community. Dur-
ing the Liturgy of the Word (the first half of our wor-
ship service that ends at the peace) our children hea
the same Biblical stories as their adult counterparts, but
in ways that are more appropriate for their develop -
mental abilities. Bible stories, music, painting and
drawing games and play acting are all options for
cracking open the mysteries of God’'s Word with this
age group. If you feel led to be a part of any of these
ministry areas, please contact Sandra Goldthwait at
goldthwaits@aol.com or 410-571-8281.

Christian Formation Needs

This year, we are requesting that parents become in-
volved in our Christian Formation Programs for our
young children. Please introduce yourself to your
child’s teacher and ask how you can help with your
child’s class. Make sure that your child’s teacher has
contact information (phone and email) for you so the y
can easily communicate with you during the year.

If you have children participating in the Nursery
through 6t grades, we would like you to offer to volun-
teer as an assistant twice a year in your child’s or chil-
dren’s classes. This provides an opportunity for you to
observe your child’s teacher and experience the cur-
riculum that your child is learning. Please touch base
with your teacher and schedule a time to help in the
classroom.

Prayerfully consider these opportunities and let me
know if you or someone you know would be a good fit
for these positions.

NURSERY CARE: This age group requires two paid
caregivers along with a church volunteer each Sunday.
Volunteers serve on a rotation.

GODLY PLAY (ages 3 — 6): An interactive, Montessori
-based program that requires storytellers with imag i-
nation, training, patience and the gift of wonder.
Doorkeepers or helpers assist with preparing the
group for the story and ensuring that everyone is
ready to join in the story. This is a one year commit-
ment shared with other story tellers and doorkeeper s.
Scheduling is done on a rotating basis.

SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT (ages 7 — 11) This is a
user friendly curriculum that provides numerous ideas
for the lessons and activities. We need teacher ads-
tants for this age group.

Children & Youth Program Locations

Nursery (Infant — 2 year olds) —
Downstairs Day School
Nursery Coordinator: Maura Ireland
Godly Play (3 & 4 year-olds/Preschool) :
Temporary Classroom on the right side (ramp
side) Teachers: Stacy Canuel, Chris Fichtner,
Jenn Macris, Jeanne Nardi
Door Keepers: Gwen Davis, Parent Volunteers
Godly Play (5 & 6 year-olds/K & 1 stgrade):
Temporary Classrooms
Teachers: Sandra Goldthwait, Anne Luers,
Nikki Trella,
Door Keepers: Margaret Hall, Parent
Volunteers
Seasons of the Spirit ( 7 year-olds/2nd grade):
Day School Downstairs
Teachers: Danielle Rubino, Sandra Goldthwait,
Sue Snyder
Assistants: Parent Volunteers
Seasons of the Spirit (8 year-olds/3rd grade):
Day School Upstairs
Teachers: Martha Donovan
Assistants: Parent Volunteers
Seasons of the Spirit (9 year-olds/4th grade):
Day School Upstairs
Teachers:
Assistants: Parent Volunteers
Seasons of the Spirit (10-11 year olds/5t & 6th grade):
Parish Hall Downstairs
Teachers: Bob Sanderson
Assistants: Jim Reising and Parent Volunteers



RITE 13 AND J2A CLASSES WILL MEET
EVERY SUNDAY (10:15 — 11:15am)

Rite 13 (11, 12, 13 year-olds/Middle School):
Parish Hall Downstairs Library
Teachers: John Goldthwait, Nancy Saroch,
Wendy Gargano
J2A (13, 14 year-olds/Freshman & Sophomore):
Parish Hall Downstairs Youth Room
Teachers: Mark Sweeney, Kirsten Tolley,
Ali Tiedke, John Willard
Young Adults in the church/YAC
*Once a month meetings to be determined
Teachers: Ray Feldman, Emily Garvin,
Beth Knorr

Youth Group

Youth Group will meet EVERY SUNDAY from 5-7pm
beginning September 13. We’'ll have supper, hang out,
play games and do some service projects together.
More details coming by email and a new Facebook

group.

The day school is excited as we begin another school
year. Our summer here at the Day School was busy
and exciting. We are so happy to see all the new &mi-

lies to our school this year and we are very glad to have

so many families returning as well. Our PTO is alr eady

hard at work this year. There are a lot of opportu nities

for volunteering this year. | look forward to seei ng eve-

ryone at Back to School Night on September 24 at

7pm.

We still have some openings in our day school classes.
Our first special event is “wacky dress up days” com-

ing September 234 and 24h. Our fall portraits will be

taken on September 28 and 29". Our school calendar
is on our website to keep you up to date on upcoming
events. Visit www.st-margarets.org and find the Day
School under the youth programs drop down link. Re-

member that we have an open door policy here at the
day school.

Tricia Hallberg, Director of St.. Margaret's Day School

IS EfM FOR YOU?

Education for Ministry (EfM for short) is a four ye ar
program that covers the basics of a theological educa-
tion in the Old and New Testaments, church history,
liturgy, and theology. Students find that EfM teache s
one how to think theologically, deepens faith and
understanding of our Christian heritage, and pro-
vides a new confidence to be Christ's minister in the
world. We offer one seminar at St. Margaret's which
meets Wednesday mornings, 9:00 AM till Noon. Our
mentors are Jim Hall and Karen Gosnellplease call
(410) 974-0200 and leave your name and contact in-
formation, or email Karen Gosnell, kcgos-
nell@verizon.net. www.sewanee.edu/EFM/index.htm.

Taizé prayer will be offered at St. John Neumann
Church (620 N. Bestgate Rd.) on the 2nd and 4th Wedms-
days of each month, from 7:30 - 8:10 p.m. The Septelmer
dates areWednesday, September 9 & 23.

Come aside and rest for a while in the singing and the
silence, and find your heart renewed. Call Sue Wen-
tworth (410-349-1039) or Harry Thompson (410-268-088,
stmarysorganistl@annapolis.ne) for more info.

THE FEAST OF ST. FRANCIS
Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, October 4 at 4pm
St. Margaret's Churchyard
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