
 I will look forward to talk-
ing about this and other important 
ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ƻŦ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ !ƴπ
nual Meeting.  There are so many 
good things happening at our 
church right now, and we continue 
to be blessed with tremendous sup-
port from all who attend.  As we 
turn our gaze towards the future, 
we realize that its brightness comes 
not from our glory but rather from 
the awesome grace of God.  This is 
the light that calls us forward to 
ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ 
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Deepening Spirituality  

 By Peter Mayer, Rector 
 
     As the glow of Christmas gives way 
to the steady brightness of Epiphany, 
we follow the star that leads us to 
Christ.  For me, there are dozens of 
things in the way of this light.  There 
are the daily clouds that creep up and 
grow: distractions from work, home 
and personal life that obscure and dim 
my connection with my savior.  There 
are lights that seem brighter: my 
iphone, the shine on my car, or the 
neon lights that call me to be some-
thing else than a child of God.  It is very 

hard to keep my gaze on the light of Christ that is breaking into 
the world when I am consumed with the black-and-white of to-
ŘŀȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀƛƭȅ ƴŜǿǎΣ ƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊȅƛƴƎ ŎƻƭƻǊǎ 
that I am forced to make sense of and understand. 

!ǘ {ǘΦ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘΩǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŀ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ 
deepening spirituality.  We try to provide worship that not only 
connects you with God, but gives you some solid, concrete ways 
to carry that connection out into the world.  We want you to be-
ŎƻƳŜ ΨǎŜƭŦ-ŦŜŜŘŜǊǎΩΥ  ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜ 
your own spiritual lives and the lives of others.  To that end, I 
want to let you know of a few events that we hope will pique 
your interest. 

On Wednesday, February 1st and Saturday, February 4th, 
ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƳŜ ƛƴ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ !ƴƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ ŦƻǊ ά/ƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ 
{ŜŜέΣ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ  
The idea is to go to a public place and see the world through 
DƻŘΩǎ ŜȅŜǎΦ  L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǎπ
sion, empathy, non-judgment, and imagination.  At the end, the 
group will gather and share our experience.  I hope this is some-
thing that our community can do on a regular basis, so consider 
this a trial run. 

On Sunday, January 22nd, our community will hold its 
Annual Meeting following a potluck lunch after the 11:15 service.  
I imagine the meeting will be called to order at around 1 pm and 
ŀŘƧƻǳǊƴ ōȅ нΥол ǇƳΦ  !ǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƭƪ 
about some preliminary ideas to deal with our space issues.  This 
year, the permits for our temporary classrooms will expire.  If we 
wish to continue to use that space for Sunday School, the county 
requires us to have plans in place for permanent space.  A small 
group of parishioners have met four times since August to discuss 
what type of building might replace the trailers and allow us to 
meet our ministry needs for the reasonable future. 

WWW.ST-MARGARETS.ORG 

 
2012 Pledging  

 

Number of Pledges  

227 

 

Amount Pledged  

$737,066 

We thank those of you who have so generously made your fi-
nancial commitment to St. Margaret's for 2012. Printed offering 
envelopes are available for pickup on Sunday. If you don't see 
them and wish to have them, please call Ruth in the church at 
410-974-0200. For those of you who have not pledged to date, 
you can use pledge cards either in the pews, in the office, or 
online.  
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TEN DOLLAR  TALENTS  
By Stewart Lucas, Associate Rector 

 
 
 

ST. MARGARETõS CHURCH 

     One of the great joys of the fall for me has been teaching the fifth and sixth grade Sunday school 
class with Wendy Gargano and Loretta Lawson-Munsey. Each week we've been having at least fifteen 
young people crammed in the smallest classroom we have on our campus in the basement of the Par-
ish Hall. You may remember that one of our gospel lessons in November was the parable of the talents 
from Matthew 25:14-30. How could we teach the kids about this story? 
     I was immediately transported back to my days in Sunday school with Mrs. Cheshire as my teacher. 
One Sunday as we left class, she handed each one of us an envelope and told us to come back in a few weeks to tell us what we 
had done with it. To our great surprise, when we opened the envelopes, there was a crisp ten dollar bill inside! 
     So, we decided to give this a shot with our class. You would not believe the looks on their faces. I was surprised what it felt like 
to be the one giving the money away. The hardest part was knowing that some of the kids were not there that Sunday, but we had 
said that was part of the story. If you don't show up, you don't get the money. On the Sunday before Christmas, the kids came back 
to report what they had done with what they had been given. 

    We were blown away. Some of them bought video games which they 
said they shared by playing with their friends. Some bought presents for 
their family. One actually went and dug a hole in the ground and buried 
the ten dollar bill for a few days then dug it up and spent it on others. 
Some had parents who doubled their money and then went grocery shop-
ping and took the bags of food directly to the Lighthouse Shelter. When 
she left, she said she had tears in her eyes she felt so good. The next day, 
she was walking along and found a ten dollar bill someone had dropped on 
the sidewalk. Sometimes we receive more when we give away. One young 
person invested her money in a microfinance organization, www.kiva.org. 
She loaned a man in a foreign country her money so that he could start his 
own company. She'll get to follow his plan and then when he pays it back, 
she can reinvest in another entrepreneur. 
    We have so much to learn from our young people. Their generosity blew 
us away. They get it, and they know what the power of generosity in Chris-
tian community can accomplish. Well done, good and faithful servants!  

(I reserve the right to use this again in a future sermon.) 
 

The Flu Season Has Arrived  

By Pat Hall, Parish Nurse 
 

     Cases of influenza have now been reported in Anne Arundel County.  A vast majority of us 
ŀǘ {ǘΦ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘΩǎ ŘƛƭƛƎŜƴǘƭȅ Ǝƻǘ ƻǳǊ Ŧƭǳ ǎƘƻǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƭƭΦ  ¢ƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ 
the following: 

*Get plenty of rest, exercise and good nutrition, and 
*Wash our hands frequently with soap and warm water, followed by using an antiseptic 

hand wash. 
     If you do get flu symptoms, stay home and call your physician for a prescription, like 
Tamiflu, to help lessen the severity of the symptoms. 

Some of you may have some questions about drying your hands.  A recent study done in Canada was done on paper towels.  It found 
that unused paper towels contain bacteria and paper towels from recycled paper has even more bacteria.  The Canadian researchers sug-
ƎŜǎǘŜŘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƘŀƴŘ ŘǊȅŜǊǎΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘ ŘǊȅŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻǿƴǿŀǊŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƛǊ ǎǘƛǊǊed up bacte-
ria from the floor.  The Canadian study also stated that the bacteria cultured on the paper towels would not cause illness unless your im-
mune system is compromised. 
LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ōŀŎǘŜǊƛŀ ŀǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΦ  !ōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŘǊȅ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ ōŀŎǘŜǊƛŀ ƻǊ two is 

to use sterile towelsτwhich would get bacteria on them as soon as you touched it.  If we keep ourselves healthy, then the likelihood of 
getting sick from any hand drying method is slim. 

As far as our cloth towels at home, studies have shown that the bacteria count goes up each time the towel is used.  The recommen-
dation is to replace towels after each third use; this goes for all towels including hand towels. 
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Day School News  
 

By Tricia McVeigh, Director 
{ǘΦ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘΩǎ 5ŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
 
     Happy New Year from the Day School!  De-
cember was an exciting month here beginning 
ǿƛǘƘ /ƘŜǾȅΩǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘǊƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ 
holiday celebrations and Christmas Pageant.   

     January will be a 
quiet but fun-filled 
month.  We celebrate the New Year 
with resolutions, learn about dental 
hygiene and celebrate Chinese New 
Year! We will have pajama days on 
the 10th and 11th.  Our themes this 
month are winter, transportation 
and Martin Luther King Jr. We will 
study the properties of water, pen-
guins and the seasons. Our author 
this month is Jan Brett. 
     Our Open House for fall 2012 will 
be January 12th and 13th from 
9:15am-11:15am.  We will begin 
taking registrations for fall 2012 on 

January 20th starting at 7am. We begin taking summer camp ap-
plications at that time as well. Registration forms and summer 
camp brochures are 
available on the 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ 
     Please remember 
our snow policy and 
look for our an-
nouncement for clos-
ing new this year on 
WJZ and WBAL. 
When Anne Arundel 
County closes, we 
close the first day. 
For subsequent days we make a decision based on road condi-
tions and building conditions. If there is a one-hour delay, we 
cancel before care and open at 9am.  If there is a two-hour delay, 
we cancel before care and open at 9:30am. If Anne Arundel 
closes at noon, we close at the conclusion of lunch bunch, cancel-
ing PM classes and after care. 

GETTING  TO  

K NOW  Y OU   
MEET   

THE STINSONS 
By Jim Knorr 

 

     This month we welcome Ty and Hope Stinson ς ǘǿƻ άI!b5{ hbέ 
folks who have traveled the world, looked after our environment, 
taught many the art of piano playing and have spent many an hour 
ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘΩǎ 
they have found the spiritual excitement to their liking and wish to 
become more involved.  
     Ty grew up in Norfolk, VA, studied at what now is Old Dominion 
University before being drafted in the Army for four years, with ser-
vice mostly in Germany. He found his way to Maryland and earned 
Biology and Environmental Sciences degrees from Towson State 
College. He worked many years with Maryland Department of the 
Environment, mostly as a Planning Specialist. In his spare time, he 
could be found doing exciting things such as hang gliding, motorcy-
cling and helping raise a family of three children. He obviously is a 
skilled mechanic because he recently restored a 1937 Cadillac just in 
ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎΩ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎΗ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻƻǘǎ 
guns to keep his hand ς eye coordination current. 
     Hope grew up in southern Maryland and earned her Music Edu-
cation degree from Lebanon Valley College. Her music credentials 
include many years of teaching music in local county schools, teach-
ing  piano full time and  and serving as music director/organist at 
churches in Severna Park and Linthicum for over 34 years. Although 
she says she retired over a year ago, Hope still is a substitute organ-
ist and keeps her fingers and hands nimble doing weddings/funerals 
and fun gigs. Included in her hobbies is trekking around national 
parks and traveling ς they just bought a new camper to be more 
comfy when on the road. Ty and Hope recently visited their son 
Andrew in Kazakhstan where he works in the Peace Corps. Twin 
daughters Heather (teacher in DC Public Schools) and Elizabeth 
(recently married and living in Birmingham, AL) are both musically 
educated and trained. 
     It is obvious that retirement has a different meaning for Ty and 
Hope. They are enthusiastic about life and are excited about being 
ŀǘ {ǘ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘΩǎΣ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ 
ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ άƘŀƴŘǎέ ōǳǎȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ 
growing the church. Glad to have them with us! 

¢Ƙƛǎ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘΩǎ нлмн DǊŀƴǘǎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŀǊŜ ŜŀŎƘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ŧŀǘ ƴƻǘŜōƻƻƪǎ 
containing 42 grant applications. While that may not be as relaxing as reading whatever good books they probably 
received for Christmas, they know that the reward for this ministry is great. Please thank the members of this com-
mittee when you see them. New to the committee this year: Deb Doolan, Christine Duray Feldman, Bill Morgan, 
Emma Smith, Ernie Tucker, & Avedis Zarikian. Returning members are: Tom Andrews, Fran Becker, George Curran, 
Eric Drooff, Barbara Friedman and Caroline Nold. Caroline is the chair for this awesome group. When you see this 
publication, you still have time to contact Grants Administrator Izzy Winn if you want to be a grants liaison involv-
ing a short-term assignment to contact finalist applicants during February. The required training for all liaisons is at 
10:20 AM Sunday, January 29. Contact Izzy by e-mail at ewinn421@verizon.net. 


