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Precious Gifts at St. Margaret's

I want to take this moment to direct you to two 
wonderful examples of people making extraordinary 
gifts out of unexpected yet completely necessary 
items.

You can tell a lot about a place based on its bathroom. Is it clean? Is it well-
stocked? How does it smell? Is it well-lit? In our narthex, the first room you enter as 
you come into the church, there is a small bathroom to the right. Since we never 
lock the doors to our church, this bathroom is not only used by parishioners on 
Sunday and throughout the week, but it is also used by countless delivery truck 
drivers, people who get lost, our day school teachers and staff and others. Dick 
Williams, who worships here and is our LEED consultant on our building project, 
has donated a dual-flush toilet in that narthex, which will save us countless 
gallons of water. Many of you might not know that St. Margaret’s operates on 
well water, so the amount of water we use is crucial to our environment. Dick’s 
generous contribution to St. Margaret’s not only benefits us, but our fragile 
ecosystem as well. 

Many of you know that we have an AED (automatic external defibulator) in the 
back of the church. In the event of a cardiac arrest, the AED can be a life-saver. 
But what if something were to happen in the parish hall? Precious time could be 
lost running back to the church and transporting the AED to the parish hall. 
Rodger Findiesen, in consultation with our parish nurse Pat Hall, donated the AED 
that is now found in the entrance to the parish hall in memory of his mother, 
Charlotte McGuinness. While we hope never to have to use it, we know that its 
presence can save a life. 

When we think of memorials or gifts, we rarely think of AEDs and toilets. Yet these 
are things that save our lives and save the life of our planet. I am constantly in 
awe of the immense generosity that we exhibit. We are meant to give; we are 
wired to be in relationship with one another. I am so grateful to be part of a 
community that takes that call to give to heart and to do it in so many wonderful 
ways.

Upcoming Events

November 30
Advent Wreathmaking

December 1
Advent Study Begins

December 2
Holy Folders

Mailing

December 3
Guild Luncheon

December  7
Advent Lessons

& Carols

December 17
Quiet Christmas

December 19
Day School Pageant

December 21
Foyers Social

January 4
Epiphany Pageant

Christmas @ St. Margaret's
                                                Christmas Eve

4:00 p.m. - Family Service
with musical prelude @ 3:45 p.m. 
(For youth who wish to perform,
please contact James Fitzpatrick
at James@st-margarets.org.)

8:00 p.m. Service
with musical prelude at 7:30 p.m.

11:00 p.m. Service
with musical prelude at 10:30 p.m.

Christmas Day
10:00 a.m. Service

Christmas Lessons & Carols
Sunday, Dec. 28
9 & 11:15 a.m. Services
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Missions & Outreach

Winter Relief was a great success!

Our recent week of hosting Winter Relief was 
wonderful. Many thanks to the more than 100 
volunteers who offered St Margaret’s style hospitality 
to our guests. The volunteers included over 20 
‘newcomers’ to St Margaret’s and 17 youth. We 
reached capacity of 20 guests who were without 
other shelter early in the week and that never 
diminished. With our partner church, St. Phillips, we 
cooked over twenty meals and offered prayerful, 
parishioner presence (and chaperoning) for countless 
hours during the day and through the night. 

As I write this, one guest just called the church to 
thank us for our hospitality and to tell us that she and 
her son had gotten the jobs they had hoped for. Her 
refrain was ‘God is good’ and to that I can simply 
add, ‘Amen.’

St. Margaret’s Got Talent!

What are your talents and what are not? 
Our Advent study this year is about ‘Building Discipleship: Discovering 

your God-given Strengths.’ This is a book study using Living your Strengths: 
Discover Your God-Given Talents and Inspire Your Community by Winseman. 
Books are available for purchase on Sundays in the Parish Hall during 
coffeehour for $20, and there is a link to Amazon.com to purchase one on 
our website. 

God has given you a unique combination of talents; so what are they, 
and how do you use them to enhance your faith journey? Not all of us are 
called to be greeters or to serve on the Finance Committee. Some of us 
have the talent to tell stories to children or dig holes for bulbs and trees.

To be a disciple simply means to discover your God-given talents and  
have a desire to use them to do God’s will in this world. This book uses the 
"StrengthFinders" model but puts it in the context of a faith community.

We will be meeting Monday mornings from 10-11:30 a.m. starting Dec. 
1 and Wednesday nights starting Dec. 3 from 7-8:30 p.m. (Coffee and 
desserts will be served!) If you need childcare, please tell me prior to the 
Wednesday night!

We will also provide weekly follow-up video "chats" in case you have 
to miss a class or to review our class discussions.

Since this program involves an online test, for those of you who are not 
techies, we will help you take the 20 minute personality test on Sunday 
morning Nov. 30 between services in the Administration building. If you 
cannot come then, contact me and we can help you at another time. 

by the Rev. Jane Milliken Hague
Assistant to the Rector for Mission and Outreach
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St. Margaret's will once again be participating 
in a holiday meal donation program for local 
disadvantaged families and is seeking 
parishioner assistance.

We ask that parishioners consider signing up to 
purchase a pre-determined list of non-
perishable meal items for a Christmas dinner. 
The church's Missions Commission will provide 
the hams. Delivery will be before Christmas 
Day.

Parishioners can sign up to purchase the items 
and to deliver them to assigned families (from 
the county's department of social services) or 
deliver the items to the church for pickup.

If you can help with this effort, please contact 
coordinator Barbara Marder at 
scubaesc@aol.com.

Help St. Margaret's Day School
support the

County Baby Pantry
in December!

St. Margaret's Day School families will be 
bringing in donations for the county's baby 
pantry the first three weeks of December. 
Parishioners are encouraged to help with 
the drive and bring in items such as baby 
cereal, baby food, diapers, baby powder, 
lotion, & shampoo, etc. Parishioner Jean 
Clarke, our liaison with the pantry, will be 
taking the donations directly to the pantry in 
Annapolis that provides these greatly 
needed items to disadvantaged families in 
our area.

Donations are needed by Dec. 17.

Holy Folders Needed!

We once again call upon our Holy Folder 
volunteers to help organize our Christmas 
letter mailing.

Please mark your calendar to come to the 
conference room on Tuesday, Dec. 2, at 9:30 
a.m. to help us us stuff, label, and assemble for 
the mailing.

As always, goodies and great fellowship are 
promised!

Foyers members are invited to participate 
in a Holiday Gathering, Sunday, Dec 21, 
from 4-6 p.m. in the Parish Hall. Members 
are asked to bring an appetizer or a 
“sweet” to share. Beverages will be 
provided. We look forward to celebrating 
the season and getting to know the 
Foyers participants even better!  

Please contact Susan Roberts at 
roberts.susan1948@gmail.com or 
410-573-1581 if you have any questions.

Foyers Holiday
Gathering

Endowment Grants 
Application Deadline: 
Postmark of Dec. 1, 2014
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Parish News & Events

Please remember to pledge!

*Look for extra pledge cards and envelopes in the 
narthex.

*Place the pledge card in the collection plate, mail it 
back to the church, or stop by the church office and 
give to Ruth.

*Pledge online on our website (look for the link on our 
homepage or our Stewardship page).

Parishioners are asked to pledge EVERY YEAR, even if it for the same amount. 
If you participate in automatic payment with your bank, 

please include that information in a pledge for 2015.

As I sit at my computer compo-
sing this article, I am nursing a wicked 
chest cold.  In hindsight, I have to admit 
my actions over the previous week pro-
bably allowed me to become vulnerable 
to catching this very inconvenient, 
uncomfortable malady.

Thinking I could host two fair sized dinner 
parties in two days, followed by joining some friends 
for two days of shopping (in rainy weather), late 
nights talking, and irregular eating without 
consequences was not smart on my part.   Even 
though I took Zinc and Vitamin C at the first signs of 
a scratchy throat, my fate was sealed!

I managed to get my body overstressed way 
before the Holidays begin.  Hopefully I have learned 
my lesson and will plan ahead how I will navigate 
through the busy days ahead.  I encourage you to 
do the same.   The cold and flu season is here, and 
although there have been no reported outbreaks of 
flu in our state, colds do seem to be pretty prevalent 
in the area.

So here are things I should have done and will 
do over the next few weeks:
*Get plenty of rest, and include some time for quiet 
reflection
*Wash hands frequently
*Eat well
*Do planning, shopping, decorating, and partying in 
moderation
*Stay home when symptoms of a cold or flu begin. (I 
did do that.)

De-Stressing for the Holidays
by Pat Hall, Parish Nurse

Please  join  us  for  a

Quiet  Christ2as

Wednesday,  Dec.  17
at  3  p.m.  

with  prayers,  quiet  music
&  reflective  lessons,

followed  by
a  tea  reception

in  the
conference  room

SerFice
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For all who are interested @ St. Margaret's...

Building a Caring Community
A Workshop on Mission & Outreach by the

Community Foundation of Anne Arundel Co.
Speakers:  

Bess Langbein, Exec. Dir.
& Bud Billups, Foundation President

Saturday, May 31, 
Parish Hall, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

For more information, email the Rev. Jane M. 
Hague at Jane@st-margarets.org.Christmas Flowers Order Form

St. Margaret's offers parishioners a chance to honor and remember 
loved ones by purchasing a poinsettia or Christmas wreath to 
beautify the church during the Christmas season. The church will 
be decorated on December 23 and will stay that way through 
Epiphany Sunday, January 4. Donations will be notated in Christmas 
bulletins.

Poinsettias orders are $25 each and wreaths are $35 each.

If you wish to purchase a poinsettia or wreath for the church, you can order them on our website using 
a credit card or make a check out to "St. Margaret's Church" and put "Christmas flowers" in the memo 
line.  Orders are due Monday, December 15th.

I would like to purchase ______# of poinsettias  or _____# of Christmas wreaths for a total of $_________.

in honor of ___________________________________________________________________________________
or
in memory of_________________________________________________________________________________

by____________________________________________________________________________________________.

Advent Wreathmaking
Sunday, November 30

10:15 a.m.
Parish Hall

Please bring any Christmas greens 
you may have to our parish hall 
before our Advent Wreathmaking 
Day on November 30 or to the Day 
School entrance for the church 
Christmas decorating before 
Tuesday, December 23.
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Music

Think of This as Your Christmas Card from Me
by James R. Fitzpatrick, Director of Music

Happy New Liturgical Year! Yes, I’m celebrating New Year’s 
already because Lectionary Year B will begin with the first Sunday 
of Advent, November 30.  And now we go right back to the 
beginning of our scripture readings with stories anticipating the 
coming of Christ.  Then comes Christmas, Epiphany, Ash 
Wednesday, Lent, Holy Week, Easter, Pentecost, followed by 
regular time through Christ the King Sunday. 

This means changes in service music (using David Hurd’s New 
Plainsong for Advent and the Matthias for Christmas).  It means 
Advent Lessons and Carols on December 7th.  It means 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services.  It means Christmas 
Lessons and Carols on December 28th.  And on a personal note 
it means that I probably won’t get around to sending out 
Christmas cards this year. I get frantic from All Saints until 
Epiphany.

Our Advent Lessons and Carols this year will be a bit different 
with several congregational carols sung between the reading of 
the scriptural passages leading up to the passage about Mary’s 
act of accepting the gift of bearing Jesus Christ.  At that point, 
the combined choirs will sing the incredibly moving J.S. Bach 
setting of the Magnificat, Mary’s hymn of praise to God.  This 
promises to be a beautiful service of scripture, music, and light.

For those of you who are new to the Episcopal denomination, it 
may come as a surprise that we only sing Christmas carols from 
December 24 until January 6, the official day of Epiphany (and 
the 12th day of Christmas for those who follow that as a gift 
giving guide). We actually observe Advent, which is really cool 
and is the perfect antidote to Christmas decorations in the store 
before Halloween.  The delaying of Christmas carols becomes 
more important each year in that commercial Christmas rules 
dictate that on December 26, no more Christmas music is played 
on the radio or over the loudspeakers in marketplaces.  Thus, it is 
only here (and in other churches) where one can find Christmas 
carols being sung throughout the 12 days of Christmas and not 
during the preceding three months.

This Christmas Eve, we invite the children of the church to 
participate in the music making of our 4 p.m. family service.  
Please drop me a line or give me a phone call to let me know if 
your child wants to play a piece as part of our prelude or any 
other part of the service.  Our Spirit Singers and Wire Choir will be 
participating as well.

May your holidays this year be a delight; full of music, family joy, 
spiritual depth, and love.  And maybe next year, I’ll get around to 
those Christmas cards.

Music @ St. Margaret's

December 7, 5 p.m.
Advent Lessons & Carols
featuring music from the

Bach Magnificat

December 24

4 p.m. Family Service
with youth musical prelude @ 3:45

(Please contact James 
if you would like to participate.)

8 p.m. Service 
with choral prelude @ 7:30

11 p.m. Service
with choral prelude @ 10:30

December 28, 9 & 11:15 a.m.
Christmas Lessons & Carols

Upcoming Performance

Shenandoah Run
Saturday, Jan. 17

7:30 p.m.
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By Tricia McVeigh, Director

Happy Holidays from the Day School!  December will be 
another fun-filled month. We will take several classes to the 
kiddie tour at Chevy’s to start out the month. Part of our tour 
money goes directly to Food Link of Anne Arundel County. 

We will talk about the meaning of Christmas and prepare 
for our annual pageant that will be performed on December 19 
at 9:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Thanks to the PTO for providing our 
reception after the show.

This holiday break we will be running two winter 
workshops days for the kids.  Our camps will run on December 22 
and 23.  Registration forms are available in the Day School office 
and online at www.stmargaretsdayschool.org.  There will be 
camp sessions for 4-9 year-olds from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. and camp 
sessions for 2/3 year-olds from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.  Be sure to check out 
all the wonderful things we are doing at St. Margaret’s Day 
School on our website as well!

Thanks to all the PTO members for their hard work and 
support with fundraising over the last few months.  Thanks to all 
the room parents who have put forth such a tremendous effort 
getting class parties organized and successfully run. 

Thanks to the Day School families for all their help with our 
second annual food drive. We collected 120 bags for the 
Lighthouse shelter! We will also be collecting diapers and new 
baby clothes this year in order to help supply the county's 
Emergency Baby Pantry. Please have any items for donation in 
by December 17. 

Please mark calendars for open house dates on January 
15 and 16 from 9:15-11:15 a.m.  Registration for 2015/2016 will 
begin on January 23 at 7 a.m. Kindergarten registration for fall is 
already open and will continue to enroll until full.

Stone Soup Day

Happy Halloween

Fire Safety Visit

Farm Trip



A visit from local children's book author 
Elaine Allen.

 

 Advent/Christmas 2014
                   www.st-margarets.org

History & Archives
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On the Trail of Souls
Not just for a day...for a lifetime
TrailofSouls.org

This recent commemorative pilgrimage to honor the history and 
legacy of slavery in the Episcopal Diocese of Maryland offered a 
chance to visit Episcopal Churches of Maryland and witness them in 
a new light - looking at the legacy of slavery and the impact it still 
bears witness to today.

The Trail of Souls was kicked off on the Day of Repentance and 
Reconciliation, November 1, to commemorate the 150th anniversary 
of the Abolition of Chattel Slavery in Maryland.

Take the Virtual Pilgrimage!
Learn about the history of 21 additional parishes through a virtual 
pilgrimage coming soon to the Trail of Souls website 
@ trailofsouls.org.    

View photos from Nov. 1 and read articles online at 
http://episcopalmaryland.org/on-the-trail-of-souls-not-just-for-a-day-for-a-lifetime/



Upcoming @ St. Margaret's

Saturday, Nov. 22
9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Parish Hall
sponsored by St. Margaret's Guild

There will be local crafters and vendors with door prizes 
provided. Come and shop for gifts including jewelry, 
baskets, home decorative items, photography, 
handpainted plates and glassware, handmade knitted 
items and much more! 

The Guild will be selling morning refreshments and lunch. 
There will also be a baked goods table and items to be 
raffled. Door prizes and table fees will be donated by 
each vendor to benefit the YWCA of Anne Arundel 
County, the oldest social service organization serving 
women and families in our area.

The Bazaar will feature a White Elephant Sale in the 
church's conference room. Any one who 
would like to donate items to be sold 
may bring them on Friday, Nov. 21
from 5 to 7 p.m. in the  conference room. All items should 
be in good condition, clean and priced as to what you 
feel 
is fair. All items not sold or picked back up at 2 p.m. on 
Saturday will be donated to charity.  

For more information, call Lynne Killam 410-757-6033 or 
Judy Hall 410-757-4137.

        sponsored by St. Margaret's Guild

Wednesday, Dec. 3
Parish Hall
11:30 a.m.

All are welcome to attend.

For tickets, email
judyhall51@yahoo.com

Advent/Christmas 2014
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Annual Children's
Epiphany Pageant

Sunday, Jan. 4
10:15 a.m. 
Parish Hall

For all children who wish to participate-
we will be holding an important dress 
rehearsal on Saturday morning, Jan. 3, 
at 9 a.m. Those participating need to be 
there to know what to do for the 
program.

We will also need numerous parent 
volunteers both on Saturday and Sunday 
to assist with costuming, music, and 
chaperoning.

If you can assist, please email
info@st-margarets.org, and let us know!

Sundays, Dec. 7 & 14
between services
in the Parish Hall
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How do you share the Gospel — the Good News of Christ in your daily 
life? Just this morning the EFM class was sharing thoughts on that. 
What came to mind was the saying attributed to St. Francis — “Preach 
the Gospel always. If necessary, use words.” 

St. Margaret’s Church offers so many opportunities for us to do just that. For me, our grants 
program is one of the most profound ways we share God’s abiding love throughout the world. 
Will you be a part of this awesome work of our church? We need about 36 people to be liaisons 
for the Grants program this coming February. Liaisons are the connectors between our grants 
committee and the grant applicants. The committee reads, studies and discusses many grant 
applicants in the process but selects about 16 “finalists” to be visited (either in person or through 
technology) and to be interviewed by the committee. 

Since the inception of the grants program in 1997 legions of parishioners have been involved 
with this ministry by being liaisons. Many of them look forward to doing this each year but often 
work and other commitments preclude doing this year after year. We always need new 
recruits!  There will be training for liaisons on the first Sunday of February between services. 
Interviews by the committee, with the liaisons and their assigned applicants present, will take 
place by appointment on Tuesday evenings in March. At the end of the annual process, with 
the Vestry’s approval, we distribute grants typically adding up to between $110,000 and 
$135,000.

Please e-mail me or call immediately if you would like to know more and are interested 
in being a liaison this year. I am always eager to share about our grants program and 
how it works. 

Sharing God's Abiding Love - Be a Grants Liaison
by Izzy Winn, Grants Administrator - 
ewinn421@verizon.net or 410-849-2605

New Building Update
from the Education Formation Planning Committee

The Education Formation Building project has begun the construction 
phase!  

While we met with some paperwork delays, we enjoyed the side benefit 
of conducting Winter Relief with little interruption.

The pre-construction site meeting with the Anne Arundel County inspector occurred on November 18.  
Now the construction entrance, the septic systems, new utility lines, and silt fencing will be installed.  The 
building permit was finally approved so now the bathroom wing of the Parish Hall will be removed and 
the foundation of the new building will be surveyed and dug. Our loan was approved and signed on 
November 14;  however, we don't anticipate needing to engage the loan until January 2015.  

So, as we grow, we will start to see more equipment and restrictions on parking and walkways around 
campus – please have patience and feel free to ask questions of any of the EFPC committee members. 
And we ask those of you who can, please take the more distant parking spots to accommodate those 
who need to park closer. Please continue to pray for everyone working on our project. 



St. Margaret's Church
Contact Information

Phone  410-974-0200  *  Fax  410-757-5334  *  Pastoral Emergency 443-837-5463    

The Rev. Peter W. Mayer Rector peter@st-margarets.org
The Rev. Sarah Lamming Associate Rector sarah@st-margarets.org
The Rev. Jane Milliken Hague Asst. to Rector jane@st-margarets.org
James R. Fitzpatrick Director of Music james@st-margarets.org
Ruth McDaniel Parish Administrator ruth@st-margarets.org
Laura Tayman Communications Dir. laura@st-margarets.org
Tricia McVeigh Day School Director tricia@st-margarets.org
Pat Hall Parish Nurse pshall1@verizon.net
Izzy Winn Grants Coordinator ewinn421@verizon.net
George Saroch Senior Warden sarochg@verizon.net
Mark Torrence Junior Warden mhtorrence@verizon.net

Sunday Services: Wednesday Service: The church is always open for
7:30 a.m. - Rite I 7:30 a.m. - Rite II prayers and meditation.
9:00 a.m. - Rite II
10:15 a.m. - Formation Hour Saturday Service:
11:15 a.m. - Rite II 5:00 p.m. - Rite II
Nursery Care - 8:45 to 12:30

Find us on:  www.st-margarets.org

                                                      


