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Dec. 25
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10 a.m.
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  Prepare for joy this advent season
By the Rev. Peter W. Mayer, Rector
peter@st-margarets.org

I remember what it was like to prepare. To prepare for school. To prepare for a test. To 
prepare for a project. I remember what it was like to prepare for my first interview, for first 
dates, for a first day at work. As we get older, we may lose sense of what it means to get 
ready—REALLY ready for something, because our firsts are fewer and farther between. But 
we still prepare. We prepare for kids’ visits or for vacations. We prepare for a doctor’s visit. 
We prepare for church on Sunday mornings.

As a priest, I try to arrive to the church an hour before the first service begins. I like to have 
time to check email, get a cup of coffee and walk through the grounds. This not only gets 
me ready for the busy day ahead, but it also centers me. I find the Sundays when I allow 
myself an extra twenty or thirty minutes to sleep are the mornings when I am more 
scattered as the 7:30 a.m. service approaches. Preparation matters.

This Advent, we ask you to prepare. Prepare for the birth of a King. Prepare for the coming 
of a Savior. More practically, prepare to meet God on Sundays. We take great pains to 
produce a space and an atmosphere in our sanctuary for you to have an experience with 
the Divine on Sundays. If participants in worship aren’t expecting that, or rather expect 
something far less, how will they prepare?

This Advent, we want each Sunday to be something of a ‘mini-retreat’. I love this image. 
Advent is the four weeks before the Feast of the Nativity (Christmas). It’s a busy time. There 
are parties to go to, presents to get, arrangements to be made, not to mention that the rest 
of life doesn’t stop because you’re busy. It’s like a life on top of a life. 

What if Sunday was an oasis? What if on Sundays at St. Margaret’s in Advent, you were 
able to be still and know that God is God regardless of the deadlines, the letdowns and the 
rush of the season? What if Sundays drew you further into the mystery of the Incarnation: 
God becoming human to live and die as one of us? 

That’s our goal. During the four weeks of Advent, we will begin with brief announcements 
and a spoken meditation five minutes before the service. Please be in your seats, ready to 
listen. (And believe me, I know it’s close to impossible to get your families here by 9:15, so 
I know I’m asking a lot. God is worth it. If your kids give you grief, blame me.) The Advent 
Wreath will be lit three minutes before the service, leaving us a good three minutes of 
silence with which to perceive the Holy One among us. We will then process in, reading 
the Bidding Prayer for Advent. 

I’m anticipating transformation. I’m preparing for joy. I’m expecting that, if we prepare the 
right way, and commit to the preparation, we will meet God in our worship, and be met by 
God. Please join me in this good and difficult work during Advent.
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A Message from the Senior Warden
by Anne Sessions

Vestry Candidates Now Being Sought

The Vestry's nominating committee is gathering names of parishioners who wish to serve on the Vestry. The Vestry is the 
elected board of lay (non- clergy) representatives of the congregation that lead the church along with the Rector. Vestry 
members serve three-year terms beginning in February of 2016. Responsibilities include attending monthly meetings, 
annual retreats, and a conference in the second year of service. If you are interested in learning more about this 
leadership opportunity, please contact the Rev. Peter W. Mayer.

Have you made your stewardship pledge for 2016?  

Mark Your Calendar - Annual Meeting  - January 31, 2016 - Parish Hall
12:45 to 2 p.m. - Parish potluck after the 11:15 a.m. service

Join parishioners of St. Margaret's who will be presented with information on the activities 
of various groups of the parish, discuss the 2016 budget, and elect new vestry members.

A friend made a presentation to the New York Times’ “Dealbook” conference in November 
about how difficult it is to move humans from short-term thinking, to long-term planning. 
Nature works against us. His audience, he pointed out, craved the donuts at the attendees’ 
breakfast table, because the primal brain is wired to want donuts. Primal “us” thinks we 
may not see food again for days. Fats and sugars are short-term energy sources, so dig in. 
You can see where this one is going, can’t you? I’ve mentioned on long-term planning, 
short-term needs, so yes, I’m leading into the annual Christmas, I mean budget discussion. 

Here are positive financial actions St. Margaret’s League of Extraordinary Planners is taking:
• Paying the final Whiting Turner construction invoice from funds-on-hand, not drawing on our loan.
• Making loan payments over the next three years to take advantage of the generous terms and conditions of the 
contract with BB&T. The goal is to be debt free before the end of 2019.
• Updating the models for projecting building and grounds maintenance, energy usage, and major capitol 
improvements.
• Updating the Operations Budget structure to better reflect our commission structure and be more transparent 
about how the budget is allocated.

Here are challenges the financial leadership has been working with over the past 2.5 years:
• Slightly increased Sunday attendance
• Decreased annual stewardship

Both of these are predictable effects of a capital campaign.  

Here’s what will affect St. Margaret’s balance sheet now and over the long term:
• 15,000 square feet more space to manage and maintain
• Increased Sunday attendance
• Increased formation attendance (e.g. Sunday School, bible study, Faith & Formation)
• Increased Mission effort (e.g. Winter Relief, Parish Nurse, 12 Step meetings)

I like big budgets, and I cannot lie (sorry Sir Mixalot) but the 2016 proposed budget is not going to be big enough. A 
church of our size, with our goals, needs another Clergy and a Sexton, two personnel lines not in the 2016 draft 
budget. The projection with the current personnel is a budget of roughly $900,000, which is realistically $52,000 
less than we need to operate. We will still draw from our endowment to ensure we’re supporting J2A, Godly Play, 
Music, Adult Formation, and more. We’re hoping to draw less this year than in the past, and we’re asking you to 
pledge more. When you tithe, our League of Extraordinary Finance Planners can be intentional, and strategic, as they 
draft a budget. This also puts them on firmer ground for planning longer-term financial security. And I’m wrapping all 
this in a sweet icing of solid Sunday sermons, a good meal on Monday night, coffee, mission, and transformation 
through Christ. It’s the Episcopal way.



For all who are interested @ St. Margaret's...
Building a Caring Community

A Workshop on Mission & Outreach by the
Community Foundation of Anne Arundel Co.

Speakers:  
Bess Langbein, Exec. Dir.

& Bud Billups, Foundation President

Saturday, May 31, 
Parish Hall, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

For more information, email the Rev. Jane M. 
Hague at Jane@st-margarets.org.
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Music

Advent Lessons & Carols
featuring the choirs of St. Margaret's

Sunday, Dec. 6
5:00 p.m.

in the church

Sunday, Dec. 27
9 & 11:15 a.m. services

At St. Margaret’s Church, a service of Advent Lessons and 
Carols provides an antidote to the increasing commercial 
and social pressures that come with the Christmas 
holiday season.  Instead of singing Christmas carols prior 
to the Festival of Christmas, the congregation and choirs 
of St. Margaret’s sing carols and hymns that speak to the 
promise of Christ’s coming.  These are interspersed 
between lessons from scripture read by a variety of 
people and choral anthems sung by the choir.  Adding to 
the contemplative nature of the service is the Advent 
Procession.  The service begins in darkness and the choir 
begins singing at the back of the church.  With each 
lesson, a candle is lit, the church becomes bright and the 
choir moves forward towards the altar.  Deeply 
meaningful and beautiful, Advent Lessons and Carols has 
become a beloved tradition at St. Margaret’s.

St. Margaret's Concert Series
presents

Ashu 
Classical Saxophone Artist
Friday, January 15, 2016
7:30 p.m. in the church
Tickets $20 at the door

$21 by credit card online

Church Camera
Blue Jeans

Sunday All Saints'
Dixieland

Mass
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Missions & Outreach
SMC Endowment Grants:  A Gospel Story

To St. Margaret’s Church:
Last week I was discussing with another nonprofit CEO how our 
fresh fruit and vegetables program got started in 2012. I fondly 
recalled that you all were the first ones to give us a grant in 2012 
to begin this program. I want to let you know that in 2015 we 
received nearly $40,000 in funding to provide fresh fruit and 
produce to all our clients. Our 2012 year-end report shows that 
we distributed 3,618 bags of produce with your grant dollars.  
Last year, Moveable Feast served more than 5,000 households, 33,833 bags of produce and fresh fruits!  It is the most 
popular and favorite service we provide our clients (ok, so the birthday cookies are a close second!)
 
You took a risk on us. You believed in our mission. You understood the benefits of fresh and fruits and produce for the 
seriously ill.  Without your support this program would not have had such a good beginning!  Thank you!  You planted 
the seed that has grown ten times in size … and helped to create a program keeps very sick people healthy, despite their 
illness…. a gospel story for today!
 
Tom Bonderenko, Executive Director Moveable Feast, Baltimore

The above letter is unsolicited feedback from the director of Moveable Feast, one of St. Margaret’s 2012 grant recipient 
programs. By agreement, each grant recipient reports back to us during the year following receipt of the grant. But 
getting thank you letters several years later is an extra delight. St. Margaret’s gave Moveable Feast a grant of $5,000 to 
initiate supplying clients with fresh fruit and produce. One client wrote immediately after the program began: "It is with 
great pleasure to thank all with Moveable Feast for the fresh vegetables and fruit that are provided with the food 
deliveries. More of this is needed to maintain good health and weight...The fresh greens were a joy indeed, which I 
chopped, blanched, bagged in portions and froze most, but did have some with my dinner that evening. It makes a 
world of difference."  

The St. Margaret’s Endowment Grants Program is soon getting underway for the 2016 giving year.  Applicants are mailing 
in grant applications due November 30. The Grants Committee will begin reviewing and discussing all the applications 
in January. As part of the review process, the committee depends on other members of the congregation to help out by 
being liaisons between the applicant and the church. If you are curious about who applies and for what, get involved by 
being a liaison. The “job” is short term, not difficult, possibly life-changing and always interesting! We need 32 people 
for this task. Could you be one of them? Training will take place between services on Sunday February 7, but we need to 
know long before whether you are interested in doing this if you have not already signed up. Please call Izzy Winn, 
Grants Administrator, to find out more at 410-849-2605 or e-mail ewinn421@verizon.net.

St. Margaret's volunteers are once again needed to shop for and deliver Christmas 
meals to families who might otherwise not have a joyful Christmas day.

There	 is	 no	 cooking	 involved!

Just sign up to participate by contacting coordinator Barbara Marder at 
410-518-9978 or at scubaesc@aol.com and she will provide you a list of items to 
purchase as well as the address of where the items should be delivered. The 
Missions Commission will purchase hams for the meals with pickup in the parish 
hall on Sunday morning, Dec. 20th. 

Volunteers are needed for shopping and delivering depending on your own 
schedule. If you cannot physically help, monetary donations can be made for the 
program by writing checks to "St. Margaret's Church" and adding "Christmas 
baskets" to the memo line.
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Preparing for Joy in Advent
By the Rev. Jane M. Hague
jane@st-margarets.org

Missions and Outreach
SMC Missions Grants --
What is the good that you do?
By Ann Lallande, Chair, SMC Missions Commission
a.l.lallande@gmail.com

Tell it. Tell it to the members of St. Margaret’s Missions 
Commission because we’d like to help you do the good 
that you do.

Recently, the Commission awarded a grant to support the 
hunger alleviation efforts of My Brother’s Pantry on the 
Breakneck peninsula. Russell Jackson serves on the Pantry’s 
board and other parishioners volunteer to do the heavy 
lifting on food distribution days. At Jean Clarke’s request—
she is untiring in her commitment to secure essential 
necessities for newborns of financially-strapped parents—
the Commission steered funds to the Emergency
Baby Pantry for diapers and infant formula. The SMC Guild 
secured the Commission’s support in order to help more 
underprivileged children at Cape St. Claire Elementary 
School during the holidays. Pooling funds from the 
Commission and the Guild, Santa’s Helpers in the Guild 
will make a merrier Christmas for identified children by 
buying them winter outerwear and other presents.

The Commission even reached around the world to Nepal 
through Sue Snyder’s on-going leadership role at Women 
LEAD. Women LEAD provides young women in Nepal 
with intensive, year-long leadership training; skills 
building; mentoring; university preparation and a peer 
support network.

The Missions Commission is in transition. Over the long 
term, it wants to promote projects that develop 
partnerships between parishioners and the communities 
they serve; it seeks to support programs that empower  
people to greater independence; and it hopes to support 
endeavors that enhance relationships between ourselves as 
parishioners as we engage in the joint venture of outreach. 

So, please, tell us about the good that you do and the good 
that you want to do. Possible funding of your outreach 
vision is truly possible.

Giving Thanks Through Service - Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service Project on Nov. 22

What could be a better way to thank God for your many blessings than to donate time 
in service of others?  Members of several different church congregations in the 
Broadneck area are joining together at Asbury United Methodist Church on Church 
Road in Arnold on Sunday, Nov. 22 to package meals for the Maryland Food Bank. 
Participants will gather in the Asbury Family Life Hall at 4 p.m. to begin the packaging. 
A short worship service will follow. Families of all ages are welcome! 

Do you know joy?

I remember when I finally understood 
that I was worthy to be joyous. I 
discovered that as a believer in Christ, I deserved to 
know joy in my life. Wherever I have been in my 
journey and wherever I am going, God is there to 
grant me joy. I commented to an acquaintance that I 
was seeking joy, her response was “I don’t know her; 
is she a friend of yours?"

To know the presence of God is to know joy. God is 
ready and waiting for us to bring ourselves closer to 
that Presence. We deserve to be joyous in our days, 
but sometimes it takes some inner work to overcome 
what can obstruct our feeling joyous.

How do I prepare for joy? How do I get myself ready 
and willing to feel God as close as possible? It is very 
much like preparing a garden. Is my soil tilled? Have 
I kept up my prayer life? Have I done an inventory of 
resentments and prayed to seek forgiveness and 
reconciliation? Is there anything casting a shadow on 
my soul that might prevent the sun of God’s love 
from shining down on me?

How are you preparing to receive the gift of God’s 
joy in your life this Advent?

Holiday Bazaar 2015

Thanks to all who helped with our 
recent Holiday Bazaar! The J2A 
program earned over $1,300, the 
YAC group received $600+, and 
the Guild will have over $800 to 
spend serving as Secret Santa to 
local elementary school students 
who would otherwise
not have a joyful Christmas.
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Missions and Outreach

AA Co. Emergency 
Baby Pantry Drive
Dec. 1 - Dec. 20

December is a month when we celebrate a very 
special baby. In remembering the baby Jesus, we also 
remember babies in need in our very own community. 
Parents in Anne Arundel County are having to make 
the decision every day to buy diapers or food for their 
families. During the month of December, our church 
will host a Diaper Drive for the FoodLink Baby Pantry 
in conjunction with the St. Margaret's Day School's 
baby pantry drive.

On Sunday, Dec. 6, Jenelle will talk to each Sunday 
school class about the FoodLink baby pantry and your 
children’s role in helping our community. 	  The entire 
congregation will be encouraged to participate, and 
our Children’s Sunday School classes will work to 
reach a goal of collecting 100 packs of diapers.  If we 
reach our goal, Rev. Peter will personally thank each 
Sunday School class and those enjoying coffee hour, 
fully dressed as a baby—diaper included!  

We will also have a giving 
tree in the church narthex 
with "ornaments" that will 
list other specific pantry 
items needed. We invite 
everyone to take an 
ornament and return the 
items (must be new, not used or wrapped) 
in the return boxes.

Parishioners Mike Winn, Tommy Bowers and Jennifer 
Macris volunteer for a non-profit called Touchstones 
Discussion Project (www.touchstones.org) that offers 
unique discussion opportunities for prisoners. 
Touchstones Discussion Project recently launched a 
pilot educational program at the Maryland Correctional 
Institute for Women (MCI-W). With 10% of the women 
in that facility serving life sentences, the majority of the 
women will be released. While many women return to 
their families, others have little or no connection or 
support outside of prison. They will re-enter society only 
with the very little that the prison issues them upon 
departure. Please help us to provide warm coats for 
women who will be released during the winter months. 
Donate your gently used women’s coats (sizes XS-XL) 
between now and Dec. 1. There is a donation box in 
the narthex. Touchstones will deliver the coats to the 
prison on Dec. 2.

Winter 

                      
Drive

Winter Relief
Volunteers Needed

Volunteers from St. Margaret's are needed to assist St. 
Philip's of Annapolis in hosting homeless guests for 
winter relief in December. Van drivers for 
transportation to and from the Light House and 
St. Philip's are needed. If you can help, please contact 
the Rev. Jane Hague at jane@st-margarets.org or 
coordinator Judy Hall at judy.hall0404@gmail.com.

Winter Relief @ St. Margaret's:  Feb. 8-15

in partnership with
St. Margaret's Day School
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 Getting to Know You
 Meet the Mejia Family

Most of you have already met Jenelle Mejia, our wonderful 
new Coordinator for Children's Ministries. We are 
fortunate that Jenelle's entire family joins the St. Margaret's 
family as well!

Jenelle received her teaching degree from the Univ. of TX 
San Antonio and has taught second grade, started a 
preschool in her former church, and taught classes in early 
childhood as well as children in the Kids in College 
program at AACC.

Jenelle's husband Ponch is a Warrant Officer in the U.S. 
Coast Guard. They are both from El Paso, TX, where they 
met in middle school!  Together they have lived the 
military life  in Boston, San Antonio, Virginia and 
Baltimore.

Their oldest son Joe is in his second year studying 
engineering at Virginia Tech. When he is home, he serves 
as a lifeguard at the local Y.

Son Mateo, a sophomore at Broadneck High, is a talented 
soccer player, playing on the school's JV soccer team as 
well as a club team. Jenelle describes him as very "laid 
back" who loves his little sister (and loves to irritate her as 
well!). He is currently in the St. Margaret's J2A class.

Isaac is in the 8th grade at Severn River Middle where he 
plays trumpet in the band. A talented musician, he also 
plays piano and guitar and joins his mom leading the 
music for Children's Chapel and also videos the sermons 
on other Sundays. He also participates in the J2A class.

Luke is in the 5th grade at Belvedere Elementary where he 
plays the viola. He is also a very talented chef, and 
provides "sermons" to the family when they cannot attend 
church services on Sunday. He serves as an acolyte as well 
as sings with the Spirit Singers.

Last but not least, there is sweet and happy Isabella who is 
in the first grade at Belvedere. She loves doing cartwheels 
and playing with her best friend Molly Rose Svendsen. She 
participates in the Godly Play class and loves to sing with 
the Spirit Singers.

St. Margaret's is delighted to be 
participating in AdventWord 2015.  

This global, online Advent calendar will 
connect us with a world of people 

prayerfully awaiting the coming of Christ. 

Will you take part with us?

         #AdventWord



A visit from local children's book author 
Elaine Allen.
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Join us...
Monday Nights @ St. Margaret's

     Formerly Pick and Mix

*Spirit	 Singers	 @	 5:00	 p.m.
(ages	 6-10)

in	 the	 new	 Choir	 Room

*Acolytes	 Practice	 @	 5:30	 p.m.
(ages	 6-18)
in	 the	 Church

*Crafts	 for	 Kids	 @	 5:30	 p.m.
(All	 ages)

in	 the	 Parish	 Hall

*St.	 Margaret's	 Chorale	 @	 5:30	 p.m.
(ages	 11-16)

in	 the	 new	 Choir	 Room

*Fellowship	 Dinner	 @	 6	 p.m.
(Donations	 accepted)
in	 the	 Parish	 Hall

*Motet	 Ensemble	 Rehearsal	 @	 6:45	 
p.m.

(ages	 16-Adult)
in	 the	 new	 Choir	 Room

*Adult	 Formation	 Study	 @	 6:45	 p.m.
in	 the	 New	 Formation	 Building

For	 more	 information	 on	 these	 activities,
email	 info@st-margarets.org

or	 contact	 a	 member	 of	 the	 clergy.

          Night

Advent	 Study
led	 by	 the	 Rev.	 Jane	 Milliken	 Hague

Monday	 Mornings	 -	 10	 a.m.
Monday	 Nights	 -	 6:45	 p.m.

in	 the	 Formation	 Building

Nov.	 29,	 Dec.	 7	 &	 14

Monday Nights @ St. Margaret's

The	 Poetry	 
of

Mary	 Oliver

All	 are	 welcome	 to	 join	 the	 Rev.	 Jane	 Hague	 as	 she	 
journeys	 through	 Advent	 with	 poet	 Mary	 Oliver.

Mary	 Oliver	 has	 been	 called	 a	 modern	 day	 mystic.	 Using	 her	 
poetry	 as	 a	 guide,	 participants	 will	 explore	 her	 spiritual	 
journey	 as	 they	 travel	 their	 own.	 The	 purchase	 of	 books	 is	 
not	 required,	 but	 you	 might	 consider	 purchasing	 
"Thirst"	 (Beacon	 Press,	 2006)	 and	 either	 "House	 of	 
Light"	 (Beacon	 Press,	 1990)	 or	 	 "Dream	 Work"	 (Atlantic	 
Monthly	 Press,	 1986).	 Mary	 Oliver,	 winner	 of	 both	 the	 
National	 Book	 Award	 and	 the	 Pulitzer	 Prize	 in	 Poetry,	 was	 
acknowledged	 by	 the	 New	 York	 Times	 Book	 Review	 as	 one	 
of	 this	 country’s	 best-selling	 poets.	 
	 “Mary	 Oliver	 ranks	 among	 the	 finest	 poets	 the	 English	 	 	 
	 	 language	 has	 ever	 produced.	 Whether	 she’s	 describing	 a	 
	 	 caterpillar’s	 transformation…or	 describing	 her	 own	 mystical	 
	 	 connection	 to	 birdsong…she	 almost	 always	 can	 come	 up	 	 
	 	 with	 striking,	 resonant	 images.	 Oliver	 observes	 with	 great
	 	 sensitivity,	 and	 puts	 her	 impressions	 in	 verse	 in	 a	 way	 that	 
	 	 few	 can	 match…her	 poetry	 is	 rigorous,	 beautiful,	 well	 
	 	 written,	 and	 offers	 genuine	 insights	 into	 the	 natural	 world.”

—Eli	 Lehrer,	 The	 Weekly	 Standard
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Meet Our New Presiding Bishop
  The Rt. Rev. Michael B. Curry

“This is the Jesus Movement, and we are The 
Episcopal Church, the Episcopal branch of 
Jesus’ movement in this world,” Presiding 
Bishop Michael B. Curry says in his first address 
as Presiding Bishop and Primate of The 
Episcopal Church. 

Installation Ceremony can be viewed at nationalcathedral.org

        Meet Our New Bishop
  Episcopal Diocese of Maryland
   The Rt. Rev. Chilton Knudsen

Evensong Ceremony can be viewed at episcopalmaryland.org

"Evensong is a time to put to rest the business, the 
tragedies, the sadness, the disillusionments, as well 
as the joys, the celebrations and the victories of each 
day," Knudsen says. "In other words, Evensong 
represents the closing of a door and looks ahead to 
the opening of the door of the morning."
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Families Preparing for Joy
By Jenelle Mejia, Coordinator for Children's Ministries
jenelle@st-margarets.org

Family Advent 
Wreathmaking

Sunday, Nov. 29
10:15 to 11 a.m.

Parish Hall
(No Sunday School that day)

Children/Families/Youth

Christmas greens are needed. Please leave your 
evergreen and magnolia cuttings and pine cones at 
the parish hall door on Saturday, Nov. 28.

The event is sponsored by the Rite 13 class and 
families are needed for set up, candle selling, and 
clean up that day. For more information, contact Julie 
Svendsen at julesannap@yahoo.com.

It is easy to get caught up in the busyness this time of the 
year.  Just thinking ahead to Thanksgiving, Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany exhausts me.  Add to that 
shopping, recitals, performances and traveling, and I just 
want to run from the holidays.  So how do we prepare 
ourselves and our families for what this season is about?  
How do we prepare for joy in a peaceful manner? 

One of my favorite bloggers/authors Glennon Doyle 
Melton says this, “Make (it) a time to step back and look at 
your life and your people and appreciate and marvel and 
soak it all up. Slooooooow everything down and snuggle 
up together and wait with great awe and trembling and joy 
and peace for God to come. In other words: make some 
room at the Inn.”  I encourage you during Sundays as you 
find yourself readying for church amongst the chaos, to 
slooooooow everything down.  Take some deep breaths, 
remember the reason you come to worship. When you 
arrive, center yourself with the music and spend time 
enjoying those around you.  When your nights are long 
with after school performances or recitals and there are 
not enough hours to sleep, remember it is all in 
celebration of Our Savior.  Re-frame the busy times into 
peaceful celebrations, fill your days with thoughts of 
others and don’t forget the little moments when the 
sweeping of the pine needles off the floor can take a back 
seat to snuggling with a big comfy blanket, your children 
and a book.  And each night before you sleep, recount the 
moments of your day and look forward to tomorrow’s 
celebrations—open your heart to your families, your 
friends and strangers.  Make sure there is always room at 
the Inn.   

Supporting and Loving our Church Children
Are your children performing this Holiday Season?  Will 
they have a dance recital, orchestra concert, choir 
performance or anything of the like for school or another 
organization?  If they do, we want to see and support 
them!  Please email Jane@st-margarets.org the dates, times 
and locations of these performances and you just might 
see a church member or two in the audience with glowing 
smiles of love and support.  

A BIG “THANK YOU” to our NEW Children’s Ministry 
Volunteers
A great big THANK YOU goes out to those individuals who 
have stepped forward to help in Children’s Chapel and our 
Church Nursery:  Jennifer Albanese, Ernie Tucker, Elizabeth 
Bowers, Sydney Davis, Isaac Mejia, Luke Mejia, Angela 
Carpita, Myrna Bein, Liesl Wheeler, Teresa Todd, Danielle 
Rubino and Alice O’Donnell.

They are now in-training and will be added to the already 
fabulous team of volunteers and workers in the Nursery 
and Children’s Chapel: Pam Roth, Arvilla Wubbenhorst, 
Russell Jackson, Froggi Jackson, Julie Svendsen, Karina 
Rospigliosi, Tonya Farran, Zoie Wilson, Julia Surrick and 
Lena Hanrahan.

THANK YOU for giving of your time and talents to the 
children of our church. 

Safe Church Training  
Emails have gone out and continue to go out with the link 
needed to complete the Safeguarding God’s Children’s 
Training.  Training must be completed every 5 years.  At 
this time there is not a deadline for completion, but please 
make this a priority when you are able.  Our children 
deserve to be safe.  This is one step in the direction of 
awareness.  Volunteers with youth and children will soon 
be receiving background check forms to complete and 
return to the Rev. Peter.  All information is kept 
confidential.  We will continue to support our children 
and volunteers in endeavors that make our campus a safe 
place for all.

 Reminder:  There will be no Sunday School on Nov. 22 (for Thanksgiving  
 week), Nov. 29 (for the Family Wreathmaking event), Dec. 27 (for Christmas 
 break), and Jan. 3 (for Epiphany Pageant).

mailto:Jane@st-margarets.org
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Children/Families/Youth

Family Caroling Event—December 13
“Preparing for the Joy of Others”

All are invited to make a joyful noise!  
Join us after formation classes on 
Sunday, December 13!  All ages will 
then be participating in card making, 
crafts, games and story time from 
11-12:00.  At noon, a light lunch will 
be served, and by 12:45 we will be on the road 
bringing the joy of caroling to homebound 
parishioners and those at the nearby Future Care 
assisted living center. Please sign up SOON to help 
or participate in this event. The automated signup 
link is now available on our website homepage 
under the "Quick Links" section. 

Children's
Epiphany Pageant

Jan. 3
Come one, come all!  Costumes have been located 
and a script has been chosen.  James is working 
diligently on music and the visions of cute children 
dressed as manger animals puts me to sleep each 
night. We are looking for a few parent volunteers 
to help shepherd children for the ONE rehearsal 
(Jan. 2 @ 9 a.m.) and the BIG PERFORMANCE on 
Jan. 3 @ 10:20 a.m. We are keeping this simple 
and peaceful and full of Joy. (Notice a theme?)  
Email jenelle@st-margarets.org if you are interested 
in helping or performing (and we won’t bother you 
again until after Christmas).

I would like to start out with a big thank you to everyone who has been supporting the Youth Ministry during this 
busy time of year, and to the youth who have banded together in support of each other and the parish. The Holiday 
Bazaar was a great success, and we had almost twenty youth come out to support in various ways. A special thank 
you to Judy Hall and the Women’s Guild for allowing the parish youth to be included in this amazing event. Within 
a week of the Bazaar, the youth were involved in two more events: the Bay Dale Cleanup and helping to paint the 
nursery.

It is amazing that even with all that is going on this season our youth, their 
parents, and our adult volunteers still are able to support the activities of 
the parish. This attests to the strong sense of community and commitment 
that is alive here at St. Margaret’s. I believe that as we traverse the river of 
activity inherent to the holiday season, it is important to occasionally seek 
refuge and find peace upon the island of commitment: commitment both 
to others and ourselves. Opportunities to serve others abound during this 
time of year and offer a way in which we can give thanks for the blessings 
bestowed upon us and reflect upon what it truly means to serve others in 
Christ. Equally as important is commitment to ourselves which involves 
making a conscientious effort to do the things necessary for the 
furtherance of our own spiritual, mental, and physical health. Whether 
that is waking up a little earlier to avoid being rushed for church, turning 
off your cell phone while at the dinner table to in order to enjoy those 
around you, or simply eating breakfast everyday, we all have little things 
that we can do to help make this time of year less stressful and more 
fulfilling. When we make a commitment to ourselves in this fashion we 
are preparing ourselves to fully receive the joy that is such an integral part 
of the holidays.  

An Amazing Start for the Holiday Season
By Quentin West, Coordinator of Youth Ministries, quentin@st-margarets.org

On Veterans Day, the Brotherhood of St. Andrew and the Youth Ministry 
worked together to cleanup Bay Dale Drive in Arnold. Altogether seven 
volunteers came out to help and then enjoyed pizza in the formation 
building afterwards. This event was a great opportunity to give back to our 
community on a special day. Please join us in the spring for the next Bay 
Dale Drive cleanup!

mailto:jenelle@st-margarets.org
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ease 

It was a country hoedown celebration at the Day 
School's first Music Together family program of the 
school year in the church's parish hall.

Parishioner Dr. Elizabeth Parker recently provided a 
lesson to students as part of the school's STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering & Math) program.

We recently enjoyed visits from Grandparents during 
our successful Scholastic Book Fair, a major annual 
fundraiser for the school.

Thank you to everyone at St. Margaret's Church who visited our 
recent successful Scholastic Book Fair!  It raised thousands of 
dollars for our learning programs.  As we write this, we are 
busily planning our Thanksgiving feasts for our classes the week 
before our Thanksgiving break. Our "Pilgrims" and "Indians" will 
sit down to a huge meal courtesy of our Day School parent 
volunteers.

December is a very exciting month for Day School students. 
We will once again sponsor a month-long drive for the county's 
emergency baby pantry. Our older classes will depart on our 
annual field trip to Chevy's restaurant on December 8 & 9. The 
students love to get an up close and personal tour on how food 
is prepared and then get to enjoy a meal together.

Our annual Christmas Pageant will be held on December 23rd, 
both in the morning and in the afternoon. The students are 
joyfully preparing the Christmas carols they will perform that 
day for their families.

Always a favorite event in early January, we will allow our 
students to get warm and cozy with our annual pajama days on 
January 7 & 8.  Day School fathers will be visiting and enjoying 
some time with their children during our Breakfast with Dad 
event on January 8.

A Note from a Day School Parent...

"My current first grader was completely prepared and confident 
to face the environment of a new school, curriculum & even the 
bus rides this year. He has been taught academic and behavior 
skills since he was 2 years old at SMDS! My current 
kindergartener at SMDS is loving the STEM, Art, and Music 
programs! We have been so pleased with all the different 
educational classes that are offered to the students. Both of the 
boys have developed strong friendships with fellow classmates 
over the last 4 years that we have been attending the school.  I 
even got the added benefit of meeting some of my closest 
friends through SMDS. It's so much more that "just a school", 
it's a community! We are looking forward to sending our 
daughter to the school in the 2s program next fall!”
Warm Regards,
Leslie Stangle

Upcoming Dates to Remember:

 November 16 -- Registration for Kindergarten open to public
January 13 & 14 --  Open House from 9:15 to 11:15 a.m.

January 22 --  Registration opens for all classes for Fall 2016
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Mark Your Calendar

St. Margaret's Guild
Annual Christmas Luncheon

Wednesday, Dec. 2
Parish Hall

All are welcome!
Food served at 1 p.m.

catered by the Light House B.E.S.T program
with special guest Mary Ann Jung as Rosie the Riveter

Tickets $35 each - due Friday, Nov. 27

Please make checks out to "St. Margaret's Church" with "Guild 
Christmas Luncheon" in the memo line and put in collection plate or 
turn in at the church office. For questions, contact Judy Hall at 
judy.hall0404@gmail.com.

St. Margaret's Guild
Annual Poinsettia Sale

Sunday, Nov. 29 & Dec. 6
       Fellowship Hall             

10:15 to 11:15 a.m.

    Honor a Loved One w/Poinsettias & Wreaths @ SMC This Christmas

Parishioners are invited to make a donation to provide poinsettias or wreaths for the sanctuary this 
Christmas season in memory of a loved one or in thanksgiving for someone special. These donations 
will be notated in Christmas-related bulletins. Poinsettias cost $25 and wreaths are $45. Complete this 
form and make checks out to “St. Margaret’s Church” notating “Christmas flowers”on the memo line. 
Purchases can also be made by credit card on the church's website.

 Deadline for purchases is Sunday, December 20th.

Enclosed is $__________________for _____________poinsettias and/or ______________wreaths 

in loving memory of_________________________or in thanksgiving of______________________ 

by _______________________________________________(your name).

Please join us for 
A Quiet Christmas Service

for peaceful reflection during 
the busy Christmas season

Thursday, Dec. 17 @ 3 p.m. 

 

A tea reception will follow 
for 

additional comfort & healing.

Mailing Volunteers Needed

Tuesday, December 8
10 a.m.

Admin. Conference Room

Refreshments & 
great fellowship promised!

Holy
Folders
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Let the rains come! 
by Gail Morton, Master Watershed Steward

Fact # 3:  Rain gardens can help infiltrate 100% of the runoff from your drainage 
area and encourage birds, bees and butterflies necessary to our environment.   

The installation of the long awaited St. Margaret’s rain garden between the annex 
and the parking lot will be soon be completed, improving our campus both visually 
and environmentally, another effort in our green stewardship.  Additional green 
space improvement is being made behind the Administration building.

This partnership project was sponsored by the AA County Watershed Stewards Academy, supported by the 
Interfaith Partnership and funded by a $50,000 grant provided by the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay.  Of 
the 42 candidates from this year's class, there were 26 choosen projects on 17 faith-based campuses, also 
including St. Luke’s Eastport and St. Phillips on Bestgate Rd.  Watershed Academy projects restore 9,000 
acres each year, planting 8,500 native plants and removing 90,000 s.f. of invasive plants this year alone. 

The St. Margaret’s project was overseen by Mahan Rykiel, working with Gannet Fleming and Childs 
Landscaping, a local family-owned landscaping firm on College Parkway. 

The St. Margaret’s rain garden addresses the long term run off and erosion problems created by rain fall from 
the annex roof and heavily polluted run off from the down sloping parking lot- a problem area for the church 
for some years. The new installation rechanneled the roof run off into a capturing cistern by utilizing the 
existing brick structure alongside the entry patio and creating a waterfall feature for overflow onto stones 
below.  Channels under the sidewalk will help divert some of the parking lot overflow into the garden to 
capture and filter the run off polluted by oil and gasoline from the cars.

Before        During 

Additional parking lot drainage is directed into the garden from the side and slowed by a stone edging.  
Interior stone pathways also slow and break up the water flow, as well as serving as a walkway through the 
garden for those wanting to look closer at the native plants and shrubs.

Two bioretention ponds and two dry wells have been installed to capture the water flow and allow it to 
percolate slowly thorough the filtering layers below.  This process cleans the pollutants picked up from the 
roof and parking lot surfaces before the water seeps into the aquafer below.    



By Al Todd
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Before        During 

The overgrown trees and bushes behind the administration building and the parking lot were cleaned out 
and replanted. A lovely flat green space was created as a quiet meditation, picnic or small assembly area. 

Before      During 

Educational signs at the rain garden will help those using our campus learn more about how rain gardens 
clean and filter run off before it enters our streams and Bay and hopefully encourage them to consider using 
them at their own homes and businesses.  It will also serve as an important component for our day school 
students, providing a living walkable classroom to study pollution, habitat and environmental stewardship.    

As the rain garden matures over the next several years, maintenance will be less and less. Typically we will 
need to do a late spring weeding and remulching after the winter months. Again in the fall we will need to 
do a pruning, weeding and clean up. Every two years or so, the rocks will need to be washed to remove 
sediment buildup.  Please let me know if you are interested in volunteering to help on these garden clean up 
days. 

Our deepest thanks to the Watershed Stewards Academy,  the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay and the 
Interfaith Partnership for enabling this project to bloom on the St. Margaret’s campus. Without them, these 
areas would still be eroded and unusable and this is only one of the many projects they initiate, support and 
bring into existence.  Thank you for your dedicated stewardship of God’s creation. 

In Next Issue of the Spire is Fact # 4:  Anne Arundel County has the 4th worst air quality in the U.S. and 
most of this pollution winds up in our runoff.   
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Sunday Services: Wednesday Service: The church is always open for
7:30 a.m. - Rite I 7:30 a.m. - Rite II prayers and meditation.
9:00 a.m. - Rite II
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Find us @ www.st-margarets.org

Office Hours
Mon-Thurs   9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.


