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The Second Sunday of Advent 
December 4, 2016 

Holy Eucharist – Rite II 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our St. Margaret’s Church community is made up of many fibers knitted together over three centuries. Our table has 

seated revolutionary fighters with agents of the Crown, slave owners and abolitionists. Our leadership includes 

partnered, married, single and divorced Christians. We welcome in love persons of every race, gender, culture, sexual 

orientation and gender identification. All people have a sacred worth and the fabric of St. Margaret’s grows stronger 

with each new thread. It wraps in comfort the shoulders of the defeated and the hurt and has been raised as a banner 

to celebrate God’s transforming wholeness in our midst. We welcome you to be part of our fabric as we grow in the 

centuries ahead. 
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 410-974-0200 *  www.st-margarets.org 

Emergency Pastoral Number:  443-837-5463 

The Rev. Peter W. Mayer, Rector 

The Rev. Jane Milliken Hague, Assistant Rector 
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If you are visiting us for the first time, let us offer you an especially warm welcome. We hope that you will 

enjoy worshiping with us. If at any moment in the service you are not sure what to do, ask any of your 

neighbors in the congregation—they will be happy to help you. We would like to continue our relationship 

with you, so please fill out a visitor card (found in the pew racks) and drop the card in the collection plate or 

hand it to one of the clergy or ushers.  

We usually provide Sunday School and Christian formation to children from ages 3 to 18 from Sept. – May. 

While children are always welcome at all services, professional nursery care for children ages six weeks to 

four years is provided from 8:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Nursery (downstairs in the church’s annex building). 

Children’s Chapel is offered during the first part of the 9 a.m. service for children from ages three to second 

grade. The children leave the nave during the sequence hymn following behind the cross which will come 

down the aisle and then go into the downstairs annex classroom with the children rejoining their parents at 

the Peace. Adult Formation is also offered during the 10:15 a.m. to 11 a.m. hour with a “Come as You Are” 

Bible study on the lower level of the parish hall. We will also offer adult forums in the new building’s 

Fellowship Hall periodically during this formation time period. 
 

All are welcome to receive bread and wine during communion, including children. To receive bread, place 

your hands palms-up at the communion rail.  To receive wine, assist the Eucharistic Minister in guiding the 

chalice to your lips, or you may intinct by dipping the bread in the wine. If you do not wish to receive the 

bread or wine, place your arms across your chest to receive a blessing. Gluten-free wafers are available. 

Indicate your request by first extending your hands palms down when at the communion rail. The square 

wafers are kept in a separate holder, and you are invited to take one from this holder.  

The Liturgy for today is from The Book of Common Prayer and most of the hymns are from the 1982 Hymnal. 
 

 

 

IN THIS SERVICE 
 

Eucharistic Minister @ 9:  Elizabeth Bowers, Al Todd  

Lectors @ 9:    Myrna Bein, Pam Roth 

Children’s Chapel @ 9:  Jennifer Albanese, Ernie Tucker, Ella Tomko 

Acolytes @ 9:                                          Julia Drooff, Kaden Huntley, Kamden Peacock, Maile Peacock,  

Julia Rubino 

Eucharistic Ministers @ 11:15:  George Saroch, Sue Snyder  

Lectors @ 11:15:   Peg Overton, Karen Engelke       

Altar Guild:                                             Jan Little, Elizabeth Parker, Susan Roberts, Gayle Smith 

Flower Guild:                                          Richard Hays  

Coffeehour Hosts:                                  Sarah Hyde, Teresa Todd, Elizabeth Bowers, Diane Chasse, Patty  

Borges 
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Please “check in” at St. Margaret’s on social media and then slience your cell phones. 

PRELUDE 

 

The people stand as able. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

Note:  Last Sunday we lit the first candle—the candle of hope. Today we light the second candle, the candle of peace. 

We light it knowing full well that peace is elusive, and in some parts of the world, it is almost completely absent. Yet in 

this season of Advent, we trust that God is never absent from us. God is always preparing something new. And even 

where there is war and discord, whether between countries, within families, or within our own hearts, God is present, 

gently leading us to new possibilities. 
 

Celebrant:  

Loving God, in this time of preparation and planning,  

We thank you for the hope and peace you unfailingly offer us.  

Show us the creative power of hope. 

Teach us the peace that comes from justice.  
 

Celebrant and People: 

Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, 

That we may walk in the light of Christ. 
 

The Advent candles of hope and peace are lit. 
 

HYMN                                                           Hail to the Lord’s anointed                                Es flag ein klein Valdosklein 

 
 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2016 

9:00 & 11:15 A.M. 
THE HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II  
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OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

Celebrant     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People          And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Celebrant 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 

magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

TRISAGION                                                New Plainsong 
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THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY     
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our 

salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming 

of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

The people are seated. 

THE LESSON                                                                                                                         Isaiah 11:1-10 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 

the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  

the spirit of counsel and might,  

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

or decide by what his ears hear; 

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall graze, 

their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 

They will not hurt or destroy 

on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 

as the waters cover the sea. 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his 

dwelling shall be glorious. 

 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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THE GRADUAL  (read responsively by half verse)                                                                                                   Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

 

1        Give the King your justice, O God, * 

          and your righteousness to the King's Son; 

 

2        That he may rule your people righteously * 

          and the poor with justice; 

 

3        That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 

          and the little hills bring righteousness. 

 

4        He shall defend the needy among the people; * 

          he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 

 

5        He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 

          from one generation to another. 

 

6        He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 

          like showers that water the earth. 

 

7        In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 

          there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

 

18      Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, * 

          who alone does wondrous deeds! 

 

19     And blessed be his glorious Name for ever! * 

         and may all the earth be filled with his glory. 

         Amen.  

 
 

THE EPISTLE                                                                                                                                                     Romans 15:4-13 
 

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans. 
 

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the 

encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement 

grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may 

with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that 

Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm 

the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 

written, 

"Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 

and sing praises to your name"; 

and again he says, 

"Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people"; 

and again, 

"Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

and let all the peoples praise him"; 

and again Isaiah says, 
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"The root of Jesse shall come, 

the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 

in him the Gentiles shall hope." 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

The people stand as they are able. 
 

Children’s Chapel begins here at the 9 a.m. service for children from ages three to second grade. Children leave the 

nave during this sequence hymn following behind the cross that will come down the aisle and then go into the 

downstairs annex classroom with the children rejoining their parents at The Peace. 
 

As the Gospel moment approaches, and the book is processed and the music plays, everyone turns and reorients 

themselves to face where the Gospel is, for the teachings of Jesus reorient our lives towards Him, and at this moment, 

we become the Jesus Movement. –Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 
 

SEQUENCE HYMN                            Savior of the nations, come                                       Der heiden Heiland 

 

THE GOSPEL                                                                                                     Matthew 3:1-12 

Priest The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom 

of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:  

‘Prepare the way of the Lord,  

make his paths straight.’” 
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Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and 

wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the 

Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

 

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of 

vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume 

to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 

raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 

does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

 

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 

worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, 

and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire.” 
 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The people are seated. 
 

THE SERMON                                                                                                                   The Rev. Jane Milliken Hague 
 
A moment of silence is kept after the sermon. 

 

The people stand as they are able. 

 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

Celebrant and People 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 

Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all 

things were made.  
 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 

Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one 

holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 

the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                      Emanuel Episcopal Church/Orcas Island 

 

Leader 

Lord, as we wait for the incarnation, help us to focus on your light in the darkness that surrounds us. 

Use us as your heart and your hands. 

 

We thank you for the faithful servants of this church. 

Use us as your heart and your hands. 
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We pray for the nations of this world that need guidance. Open the hearts of the “haves” to help the “have 

nots.” 

Use us as your heart and your hands. 

 

Teach the leaders of this nation to be compassionate to the citizens that they serve. Help them to find clear 

vision and a sense of justice for all of the people who live here. 

Use us as your heart and your hands. 

 

We pray for all who are shivering in the cold, hungry, homeless, lonely, friendless, and afraid. Help us to find 

and to comfort them. 

Use us as your heart and your hands. 

 

We pray for all who are physically ill, disabled, or suffering pain; give them relief. For all who are mentally ill, 

grant them peace of mind. We pray for all who care for others and for everyone on our parish prayer list, 

especially… 
(Your prayers and petitions are welcomed either aloud or in silence.) 

 

We thank you for the certainty that those who have died are alive in your light, especially… 
(Your prayers and petitions are welcomed either aloud or in silence.) 

We pray that we always be ready to be your heart and your hands. 

 
The Celebrant adds a concluding collect 

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us the armour of 

light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in 

the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious Majesty, to judge both the quick and the dead, we 

may rise to the life immortal. Amen. 
 

THE CONFESSION OF SIN                                                                                                            Merrill Neal 

 

Celebrant 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

All kneel or remain standing as they are able. 

 

Celebrant and People 

Gracious and loving God, 

We know we do not always live as we ought: 

We turn away from You, from our neighbor, and from our true selves. 

We know we dim Your light within us, 

With our pride, our self-righteousness, and our need for control. 

We know that You love us, that you do not abandon us,  

and that again and again you call us back to You, 

back to love, 

back to grace, 

back to your light. 

Forgive us, we pray, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant adds the absolution 

Friends, hear the good news: Jesus came not to condemn us, but to love us and show us the way. Know 

that we are forgiven, and be at peace. 

Amen. 
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THE PEACE 
 

Celebrant    The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People           And also with you. 
 

The Peace is then exchanged and the people are seated. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

HOLY COMMUNION 
The people remain seated while offertory music is played, and bread and wine are brought to the altar. An offering of 

gifts is collected, and along with the bread and wine, they are presented to God as thanksgiving for the blessings 

poured out onto us. Our gifts: bread, wine, music and money, become sacramental in God’s economy. 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                              Keep Your Lamps                                                             Arr. Thomas 
                                                                                                 Chorale 

The people stand as able.             
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                                                                  Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

Celebrant       The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant    Lift up your hearts. 

People            We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant       Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People            It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of 

everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may 

without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

SANCTUS                                                                             Holy, holy, holy Lord                                                 New Plainsong 
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Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and 

become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share 

our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice 

for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which 

is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink 

this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 

of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 

drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 

and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of 

your eternal kingdom. 

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 

honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER     
 

Celebrant:  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People:       Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
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AGNUS DEI                                                            Lamb of God                                                            New Plainsong                                                                                                                                                                            

 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ lived and died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

The people are seated.  
 

Gluten-free wafers are available for communion. Indicate your wish for a gluten-free wafer by first extending your hands 

palms down when at the communion rail. The square wafers are kept in a separate holder and you are invited to take 

one from this holder.  
                                                                                                                              

COMMUNION HYMN                                         The desert shall rejoice                                                    Sterling 
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After communion, the people stand as able. 

 

SENDING FORTH OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS 
 

On most Sundays, we send out Eucharistic visitors to deliver the sacraments to those who cannot be with us. This is the 

prayer we use to send them on their way. 

 

Celebrant  In the name of this congregation I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, to N. that they may 

share with us in the sacrament of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

People             We who are many are One Body, because we all share one Bread, and one Cup. Amen. 
 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Celebrant  

Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People  

O Lord our God,  

thank you for feeding us with this sacrament. 

Make us watchful and keep us faithful  

as we await the coming of your Son our Lord;  

that, when he shall appear,  

he may not find us sleeping in sin  

but active in his service and joyful in his praise;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING  
 

May God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who comes to us as redeemer and judge, reveal to you the path 

from darkness to light. Amen. 

HYMN                                                                       Christ is the world’s true light                                                St. Joan 
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DISMISSAL 
 

Celebrant      Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  

People  Thanks be to God.  
 

 

POSTLUDE                                                
 

A Note on Today’s Readings 

The Second Sunday of Advent—Year A 

Welcome to our parish. This is the first of the two Advent Sundays in which John the Baptist is the dominant 

figure. John’s ministry as the forerunner of the Messiah is introduced in today’s gospel reading by his 

preaching: a stern call to repentance. John warns that neither reliance on the religious practices of the 

Pharisees and Sadducees nor descent from Abraham is of any use unless one turns around and repents. 

The first reading is one of the visions of Isaiah. From the almost moribund family of Jesse (King David’s father) 

a new shoot will appear, a new David. This Messiah will establish God’s universal reign as a time of peace 

even extending to the natural world. 

Paul’s message in the second reading also reflects on the character of the Messiah’s ministry as one for all 

peoples: Jews and Gentiles. 

Advent calls all people, not just those who are religious, into relationship with God and with each other. 

Nevertheless, a key element in this new relationship is repentance, entering into the new Way of living 

brought through the dying and rising of Jesus. 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year. Copyright © 2007 by Michael 

W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 
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Christmas @ St. Margaret’s 

 
 

 

Advent Lessons and Carols 

Sunday, Dec. 4 – 5 p.m. 

Childcare provided 

 

A Blue Christmas Service and Tea Reception 

Wednesday, Dec. 14 – 3 p.m. 

 

A Quiet Christmas Service 

Wednesday, Dec. 21 – 7 p.m. 

 

Christmas Eve Services 

4 p.m. – Childcare provided 

7:30 p.m. – Childcare provided 

10:30 p.m.  

 

Christmas Day 

10 a.m. – No Sunday School 

 

New Year’s Day 

Services at 7:30, 9:00 and 11:15 a.m. – No Sunday School 

Potluck Brunch at 10:15 a.m. – Bring a casserole to share 

 

Children’s Epiphany Pageant 

Rehearsal on Saturday, Jan. 7 – 9 a.m. in the Parish Hall 

Sunday, Jan. 8 – 10:15 a.m. in the Parish Hall 

No Sunday School 
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