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When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the 

child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay 
there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for 

the child to kill him.” 

Matthew 2: 13 



Introduction 
 



Refugee 
crisis 



World Relief 

http://worldreliefannearundel.org/refugee-resettlement  
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When the alien resides with you in your land, you 
shall not oppress the alien.  The alien who 

resides with you shall be to you as the citizen 
among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, 

for you were aliens in the land of Egypt:  I am the 
Lord your God.” 

Leviticus 19:33-34 and 24:22 
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Transition 

Arrival 

Settlement 

Acculturation 

Self-
sufficiency 

Relief          Development 



Relief 
• Crisis response 

 

• Addresses short-term needs 

 *Transportation *Housing *Clothing *Food 
*Household necessities  *Early language  

 

• People giving to meet the needs of those in need 

 

• Goal is to alleviate immediate problems and prevent 
or mitigate future ones 



Development 
• Sustainable solution to a problem 

 

• Addresses on-going needs 

*Housing     *ESL *Jobs *Schooling *Health care 
*Cultural competence *Companionship 

 

• People doing to help those in need be able to help 
themselves 

 

• Goal is to create independence and restore dignity 



Check out 
• For more on relief vs. development and 

empowering the people we help, check out: 

 

Lupton, Robert D.  (2012).  Toxic Charity: How 
Churches and Charities Hurt Those They Help, 
And How to Reverse It.  New York: Harper 
Collins. 

 

15 minute Summary: 
https://www.inphilanthropy.org/sites/default/files/
files/pages/Toxic%20Charity%20Synopsis.pdf  

 

You can purchase this book from St. Margaret’s 
Missions Commission 
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How might you help? 
 



Be a witness 
 



Be a donor 
 



Be an organizer 
 



Be a friend 
 



Be a teacher or tutor 



Help with job skills 



Help with one time projects 
 



Pray 

• For the refugees we help. 

 

• For those who cannot find 
refuge. 

 

• For those who help them. 

 

• For an end to the violence 
in their homelands that 
forced them to leave. 



‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you 

did for me.’ 

Matthew 25: 40 



Woods Church 

• Consideration 

 

• Planning 

 

• Helping 

 

• Assessment so far 



Timeline 
• Nov – Dec 2016:  Sign-up, interest assessment. 

 

• Jan 2017:  Discernment meeting (on a Tues or Wed evening) 

 

• 9 Feb 2017:  World Relief Training 

 

• March 2017 – June 2017: Planning 

 

• Summer 2017:  Family? 



Resources to learn more 
• US Department of State, Refugee Resettlement 

Program 
o Overview  

http://www.state.gov/j/prm/releases/factsheets/2013/203578.htm  

o Arrivals by the numbers  
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2016/01/251176.htm  

 

• US Committee for Refugees and Immigrants: Explore 
the issues 

• http://refugees.org/explore-the-issues/refugees-facts/ 
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Resources to learn more 
• “Finding Refuge” on 60 minutes 

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/60-minutes-syrian-refugee-
crisis-immigration/  

 

• Salam, Neighbor  (Netflix) 
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Resources to learn more 
• World Relief Anne Arundel  

o http://worldreliefannearundel.org/refugee-resettlement 
 

• Maryland Office for Refugees and Asylees 
o  http://dhr.maryland.gov/maryland-office-for-refugees-and-

asylees/  
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Contacts 
• Pam Roth                                                 Sarah Balcom 

• rothsbythebay@verizon.net                SABanimals@aol.com 
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