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Coming Up:

Sept. 2
    Sun. School Curriculum Mtg.

Sept. 3 & Oct. 1
Guild Meeting

Sept. 6 & Oct. 5
Prayer Shawl Ministry

Sept. 6
   Consecration of New Bishop

Sept. 7
     Sunday School Open House

Sept. 7
New Building Blessing

Sept. 9 & Oct. 14
Brotherhood Meeting

Sept.  14
Sunday School Begins

Sept. 20
CPR Class

Sept. 20
Foyers Dinner

Sept. 21 & 28
  Concert Series 

Sept. 28
   New Building Groundbreaking

Oct. 4
First Sat. Worship Service

Oct. 4
Cursillo Music Fest

Oct. 5
Blessing of the Animals

by the Rev. Peter W. Mayer, Rector

How has your life been changed at  St. 
Margaret's? Have you become more compas-
sionate or more forgiving? Has your marriage been 
strengthened? Have you become more involved 
in outreach pursuits or more able to find the still, small voice of God? Being 
part of a community changes us in many ways. Joining with people 
towards a common goal can build solidarity and strengthen our resolve. 
Rubbing up against people who don't share our point of view can broaden 
our own horizons and allow us to better understand where we are and 
where others are coming from. 

In his book "Not Your Father's Giving Plate," J. Clif Christopher offers 
that the main mission of any church must be to change lives. I believe that 
there is no better vehicle, in an organizational sense, to do that than the 
local church. Think about it:  how are your lives mostly changed? Through 
events or relationships. Either big events, or a series of smaller ones that 
accumulate into impact. Relationships that grow over time, that ebb and 
flow, that are nourished and flourish. This is what we do at St. Margaret's. 

Each Sunday, and soon to be Saturday, is an event. You may be 
moved by a reading, or by a hymn or anthem. You may discover that the 
person in the pew in front of you is going though a similar grief as you. You 
may win tickets to a concert! Your life may be changed. That's what we go 
for. 

Your lives are changed not by what happens at St. Margaret's, but by 
the spirit of God that we try to access every time we come together. In 
worship, we try to present an atmosphere where you can have an 
experience of the divine. In welcoming, we try to offer hospitality as God 
offers hospitality to all. In formation, we try to offer avenues of knowledge 
and discernment to know God more deeply. What I'm saying here is that 
every time we come to St. Margaret's, for Sunday worship or bible study, or 
choir practice....we should expect our lives to be changed. What's more, 
we should take an active part in the process by doing our parts to build a 
community where lives are transformed from self-centeredness to Christ-
centeredness; from grudge-holding to forgiving; from maintenance to 
mission. To quote Christopher directly, "We are in the business of changing 
lives."

So join us this fall, for our formation building groundbreaking and for 
our Saturday worship at 5 p.m. starting on Oct. 4, and for the wonderful 
concerts and formation events we have lined up. Join us and allow God to 
transform your life.

Allowing God to Transform Your Life
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http://www.mybrotherspantry.org

Missions & Outreach
September --

Volunteer Month
for St. Margaret's

 
My Brother's Pantry is a food 
relief organization founded in 
1986 to aid the hungry on the 
Broadneck Peninsula. My 
Brother's Pantry provides 
monthly food aid to more than 
130 needy households, ranging 
from families with children to 
individual adults and senior 
citizens. My Brother's Pantry is a 
current 501 (c)(3) nonprofit 
organization, staffed entirely 
by volunteers from area 
congregations like 
St. Margaret's.

*Food Donations 
in the Narthex

*Checks made 
out to "My 
Brother's Pantry" 
in the offering 
plate

*Volunteers who 
pack and deliver 
food on a 
designated day 
in Sept.

For more information, reach the St. Margaret's 
Liaison Russell Jackson at russell140.6@gmail.com.

St. Margaret's Endowment Grants
Applications Due:  Nov. 30, 2014

The Grants Committee of St. Margaret's is now 
accepting applications for its 2015 awards. Awards 
are between $5,000 to $12,000. Please share with 
your friends and neighbors that nonprofits (local, 
regional, and international) who work in the 
following specific areas are encouraged to apply:
(1)  Endow the poor and hungry with the means to 
feed, shelter and clothe themselves;
(2)  Restore the ill to health and heal the broken;
(3)  Promote, preserve, and sustain environmental 
health; and
(4)  Improve access to educational opportunities.

For more information, contact Izzy Winn at
ewinn421@verizon.net.

St Margaret’s is Dreaming Bigger & Better
by the Rev. Jane Milliken Hague
Assistant to the Rector 
for Mission and Outreach

As a result of the Missions Workshop in May, 
the Missions Commission has been busy this summer, 
dreaming bigger and better. We started by 
reviewing what we learned from the participants of 
the Workshop.  We are re-evaluating how St. 
Margaret’s does mission now and where we want to 
focus our strengths in the future. Everything is being 
included in this process. 

As part of our work, we are reading two 
books: Toxic Charity by Robert Lupton and When 
Helping Hurts by Corbett and Fikkert. We encourage 
everyone to read these books and join us for our 
discussion on October 7. We are transforming the 
way we see charity and our responsibility as 
Christians. Please hold the Missions Commission in 
your prayers. 

As I write this, our trip to McAllen, Texas is a 
go! With strong support from the Missions 
Commission, Pat and Jim Hall are organizing a team 
of parishioners to travel to McAllen to help St. John’s 
Episcopal Church in their efforts to care for the huge 
numbers of undocumented children that have 
flooded the borders. We hope to send our first team 
of volunteers in early Sept. We need organizers, 
travel experts as well as anyone who wants to go. 
The ability to speak Spanish is a plus but not 
necessary. Anyone who is willing to help will be 
supported financially.  The need is dire. We will 
answer that call. Come help.
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www.bountifulharvest2014.org

  Mark your calendar… 13th Annual 
Pumpkin Patch

for the Light House
October 10-31, 2014
St. Martin's Lutheran 

1120 Spa Road 
in Annapolis

 St. Margaret's Volunteer Weekend:
Oct. 11-12

Look for a volunteer sign up link in the bulletin

We will once again serve as on-site hosts 
for the Arundel House of Hope winter 
relief program for 2014-15. Numerous 
volunteers will be needed for a variety of 
tasks to support this program. An 
automated sign-up link will be provided in 
late September. Look for more 
information in Sunday bulletins, our 
Dragon Tales e-news, and our website at 
www.st-margarets.org.

Nov. 9-17

Winter Relief 2014

St. Margaret’s Presents 
$10,000 Grant for

AAMC Clinical Pastoral Education 

Representatives from St. Margaret’s recently presented a 
check for $10,000 from our endowment grants program 
to support the Anne Arundel Medical Center Clinical 
Pastoral Education Program. The 400-hour program will 
train five chaplain interns of various denominations to 
improve their pastoral skills in ministry to our patients and 
families.

From left: Rev. Jane Hague, priest, St. Margaret's Church; Izzy Winn, chair, Grants 
Committee, St. Margaret's Church; Rev. Peter Mayer, rector, St. Margaret's Church; 
Sherry Perkins, RN, PhD, chief operating officer/chief nursing officer; 
Kathy Whittaker, RN, manager, Patient Relations and Spiritual Care, AAMC; Rev. Nick 
Szobota, chair, Spiritual Care Advisory Committee, AAMC; Rev. David Berg, chaplain, 
AAMC.
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Mission & Outreach

Camp Allen, which began Monday, is free for families living in 
Allen Apartments, located off Forest Drive. Most of the children, whose 
parents often work multiple jobs, spend the whole summer in their 
neighborhood. The camp gives the children the opportunity to experience what other kids in Annapolis 
often take for granted, said Arvilla Wubbenhorst, a volunteer from St. Margaret's Episcopal Church. She has 
been involved at the camp since her son began it in the 1990s.

Five years ago, 25 children enrolled. This year, the number jumped to 52, and organizers had to turn 
some away. Judy Hall, a camp volunteer from St. Margaret's, said the program is the closest thing some of 
the children have to a vacation.

Located on the Rhode River in Edgewater, SERC researchers study coastal ecosystems research and 
educate visitors on the environment. Wednesday, several campers played in the water while church 
volunteers brought fish to shore in a net, something campers learned is called seining. One looked at a 
counselor and asked about the upcoming beach field trip, mimicking the way the water slows him down 
when he tries to run.

"These children are shut in their apartments all summer," Wubbenhorst said. "So this is our attempt to help 
equalize that. I think these inner city kids should be able to enjoy what Maryland has to offer."

The camp is for ages 5 to 12, but parents also are welcome to attend. It encourages Spanish speakers, 
especially former campers now too old to enroll, to volunteer as counselors for high school service hours.

Counselor Javier Rodriguez, 15, lives in a house next to the Allen Apartments and said it is beneficial for 
kids to get out and learn things, rather than stay inside and watch TV or play video games. "We are like a 
family," he said. "Sometimes the counselors learn from the kids and then sometimes kids learn from the 
counselors."

Rodriguez came to the United States from El Salvador almost two years ago, he said. His mother told 
him about the opportunity to be a camp counselor, and he has several younger siblings that are campers. 
At the blue crab station, Rodriguez was the last in line to touch the live crab. The volunteer handling the crab 
warns him not to poke it or he'll get pinched. Mud crabs at the previous station couldn't pinch. But when one 
of the children was holding several of them, there was a moment of panic when they overflowed his hand. 
Rodriguez told the frightened child what to do in Spanish.

The camp was stationed at the Allen Apartments playground Monday and Tuesday, doing crafts and 
games. On Thursday and Friday, they will take field trips to Cape St. Claire beach and Cape St. Claire pool.

Wubbenhorst's son, Wesley, went to Honduras while in the Peace Corps and wanted to continue his 
work in the Hispanic community. He started the camp while he was the associate rector at St. Margaret's, 
she said.

Volunteer Vicki Mattock Mattock said next year they will plan for more children as word of the camp 
spread. Volunteers have built trust with the community, she said.

Amaya, whose daughter dragged her away to share something, said her kids agree. "They enjoy it," she said 
in Spanish.

Maria Amaya watched her children run between
 picnic tables and play with other kids before their last activity 
of the day — learning how to catch fish in a large net. Amaya 
lives in the Allen Apartments complex, in some ways the heart 
of the Hispanic immigrant community in Annapolis, and has 
attended weeklong Camp Allen with her four 
children for the past two years. "They learn things here," 
Amaya said in Spanish.

Camp Allen shows kids what Maryland has to offer - 
St. Margaret's has record number of campers 
By Brandi Bottalico - published in The Capital Gazette, Aug. 7, 2014
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For all who are interested @ St. Margaret's...

Building a Caring Community
A Workshop on Mission & Outreach by the

Community Foundation of Anne Arundel Co.
Speakers:  

Bess Langbein, Exec. Dir.
& Bud Billups, Foundation President

Saturday, May 31, 
Parish Hall, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

For more information, email the Rev. Jane M. 
Hague at Jane@st-margarets.org.

The Consecration of the Bishop Suffragan, the Rev. Canon 
Heather Cook, will be held on Saturday, Sept. 6, at the Church of the 
Redeemer, 5603 N. Charles St., in Baltimore. Doors open at 10 a.m. 
for general seating in the sanctuary. The Prelude begins at 10:40 a.m. 
and the service begins at 11 a.m. Overflow seating will be available 
in the chapel. St. Margaret's will be providing acolytes for the service. 
If you would like to make a donation of food for the reception 
following the consecration, you can sign up using an automated link 
found in Dragon Tales E-news. Any questions should be directed to Stephanie Foy, reception chair, at 
skkmfoy@verizon.net. Instead of table decorations at the reception, non-perishable food donations 
in sturdy grocery bags are requested that will be donated to two local food pantries. 

Cook is the first woman to be elected bishop for the Diocese of Maryland. The election took place
during the 230th Diocesan Convention, held May 2 & 3. After the vote, Cook said, "I am profoundly 
moved that after being ordained from the Diocese of Maryland in 1987, I am finally coming home to 
serve in the diocese that formed me and is in my bones. With gratitude for all who have helped shape 
me in ministry over the years, I look forward to crossing the Bay and exploring with you the proclamation 
of the life- giving Good News in a way that reaches across the generations."

Cook was born in Syracuse, NY, the third of six children in a clergy family. They moved to Maryland 
when her father was called to serve on Bishop Doll’s staff. When he became rector of Old St. Paul’s, they 
moved downtown into the rectory, a notable witness while Baltimore was undergoing urban renewal. On
weekdays, she travelled to Brooklandville to the St. Paul’s Schools, and her mom taught religious studies
at St. Timothy’s School.

Curiosity about the world prompted her to pursue university studies in Canada and England, and 
work as an au pair in Spain, on a kibbutz in Israel, and as a grape- picker in France and vegetable-
harvester in England. Back in Baltimore, working as a redactor at Waverly Press, she was re-introduced to 
faith as a young adult and discerned there was something else calling her. She realized she needed to 
find her own identity, and not wait for it to come through marriage. This, coupled with a spiritual 
awakening that was encouraged through EfM at Epiphany, Timonium, and an introduction to 
contemplative life through silent retreats, opened the way for me to hear God’s invitation to seminary. At 
first she was uncertain about being a priest, having experienced the ups and downs of clergy family life. 
But she was faithful to this call, and on the day she was ordained, at last it felt right. Bishop Eastman 
ordained her to the diaconate, and her father vested her for this office, removing the stole from around 
his own neck and placing it over hers.

Since ordination, Cook has served as a boarding school chaplain in Virginia, assistant at a large 
parish outside New York City, rector of a growing parish in York, Pennsylvania, and a member of two 
diocesan staffs. 

Bishops in the Episcopal Church are elected by ballot by both clergy and lay delegates. More than 
440 people are attending Convention. Of that, the voting Orders consisted of 140 lay delegates 
representing the diocese's 107 churches and 164 clergy. Each cleric who is canonically resident in the 
Diocese of Maryland has a vote. Clergy serving under the jurisdiction of the diocesan bishop are 
canonically resident in that diocese. The two Orders vote by ballot separately and when one nominee 
receives a majority in each Order of the votes cast, then that person has been duly elected.

Consecration of the Bishop Suffragan
the Rev. Canon Heather E. Cook
Saturday, Sept. 6, 2014
Church of the Redeemer, Baltimore
11 a.m.



I had a lot of fun helping with Vacation 
Bible School. I have read a lot of Roald 
Dahl books and never really thought 
about how they go with church. I really 
think everybody who was there had fun 
and would do it again next year. I 
helped with the story of Joseph in 
drama. I really had a lot of fun doing it 
with Ms. Vicki and Mr. Mike. Every day I 
got picked up from Vacation Bible 
School I was thinking about what we 
would do tomorrow. There was drama, 
music, and, of course, the chocolate 
fountain!  Every night my brother would 
bring home his crafts and show 
everyone what he had made that day. 
I had a great time and from all the 
smiling faces I saw that week, I don’t 
think I’m the only one who had a lot of 
fun!  --Allie Dincau

VBS @ St. Philip's
June 2014

Summer 2014
www.st-margarets.org

Children, Youth, & Families

                                Pilgrimage to Maine - July 2014
A pilgrimage is a journey for our J2A students - both physical and spiritual. It is a time when our youth take 
themselves away from the usual comforts and routines, where they find new space within themselves which 
allows them to hear God's voice. It's a time for discernment, where they can seek answers to their own 
personal questions — about faith, life, and the future. It's a time for finding that still point within themselves 
where God's call to us can be heard, and for deciding how they will respond to it within their own lives.  We 
are so grateful to our hosts, the Conover Family, as well as our J2A leaders Barbara Lundien, Ray Feldmann, 
Tim Ritchie, and the Rev. Sarah Lamming.



During the car ride up, I was 
excited to see the kids we had come 
close to last year. When we arrived, our new 
itinerary didn’t include seeing the kids a lot, but it 
brought me to learn that sometimes when you 
volunteer it doesn’t make you have that good 
feeling inside and you do what you do just 
because it’s needed (even if it peels the next 
day). 

My favorite moments include Jenga, 
Manna, Hide-n-Seek, and the first kid to 
remember me. Scooping peaches was 
surprisingly more complex than I thought and the 
food packaging industry might be my calling. I 
was very grateful that John could bring me out 
for runs, and I think it’s also the best way to learn 
about the city. Slowly as we got farther from the 
church, it went from abandoned schools and 
warehouses to preppy neighborhoods in a 
matter of seconds. I got to see the diversity of 
the neighborhood and also the extremes. "Phili" is 
always full of surprises.  --Julia Drooff

I enjoyed City Camp very much this year 
because it was so service-based. We did 
everything from volunteering at a food pantry, to 
helping at a summer camp, to painting fences 
and churches. It was also a very positive spiritual 
time because every night we would have 
compline and reflect on what we experienced 
throughout the day. I loved forming strong 
relationships with everyone there, and all of the 
new people I encountered during my week. I 
can't wait to go back next year!

     --Annie Bowers
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Sunday School Open House:  Sept. 7
First Pick & Mix Night:  Sept. 8

First Day of Sunday School:   Sept. 14
Note:  Youth groups will no longer meet after the 
meal on Pick & Mix Night. Acolytes, Spirit Singers 
and the SM Chorale will continue to meet, as well 
as a new instrumental music offering. A number of 
activities are planned throughout the year for our 
youth. Go to our youth page on our website for a 
full calendar.

Philadelphia
   July 2014

I have been working with Camp Allen for six years now. 
It makes me feel good to see the campers recognize 
me whenever St. Margarets comes back every August. 
It just shows how much this week-long camp has 
affected their lives. When you are a counselor for Camp 
Allen, you will meet so many people and connect with 
them on so many different levels, that when the the last 
day of camp comes, it's really hard to say goodbye. 
Camp Allen is an amazing service to the children of the 
Allen Apartments -- its a way to reach out to a different 
part of our community.  -- Maddie Nardi

Camp Allen
Annapolis
August 2014

For Families of College Students --
St. Margaret's volunteers wish to connect with our college students who are 
away from home during the school year to show them that church members 
are thinking about them and praying for their success. If you know someone 
who would like to receive periodic notes and cards of encouragment, 
please contact Lynne Killam at (410) 757-6033.



Answers to the Summer Music Quiz

1.  D.  Service Music and Canticles
2.  C.  8.6.8.6.
3.  D.  Ralph Vaughan-Williams
4.  B.  Psalm 23
5.  B. John Donne
6.  B.  Arthur Seymour Sullivan
7.  D. Ocean’s farthest coast (For All the Saints)
8.  E. Greensleeves
9.  C.  Long Meter
10.  A. Brightest and Best (Epiphany)
11.  C.  On the green
12.  B. John Greenleaf Whittier
13.  E.  God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen
14.  B.  24-57
15.  D.  Missouri Harmony
16.  E.  Lo! He comes with clouds descending
17.  E.  Ascension
18.  B.  O sacred head sore wounded
19.  D.  Stars shone bright 
(The snow lay on the ground)
20.  A. William Crotch

        Winter 2014
www.st-margarets.orgAutumn 2014

www.st-margarets.org

Music Notes
By James R. Fitzpatrick, Director of Music

Howdy Pardner!  Preludes and Wallpaper

If God was walking down the street and happened to catch your eye, 
how would you greet the Deity?  Would you run up to God and give a big bear 
hug and say, “Howdy, Pardner! Where’ve ya been? Looks like you’ve been packin’ on the pounds”? Or 
would you be the sort to keep a respectful distance, doff your hat and give a short nod of recognition?  
Would you look away, lower your eyes, and give a little wave hoping that you had not given offense? 
Would you simply give a warm smile that contained gratitude? Or would you prefer not to have to work 
out what is appropriate in such a circumstance until you have had time to read “Miss Manners’ 
Excruciatingly Correct Guide to Meeting God” (AKA Leviticus)?

Supposedly we go to church to meet God.  We speak to God there.  We sing to God there.  We 
listen to the Word of God there.  But all too often we enter into God’s presence without preparing our 
hearts and blunder our way through our encounters with the Creator. We just launch into worship and 
then wonder later why we didn’t get anything out of the service.

Without a large and expansive Narthex for welcoming people and giving an opportunity for friends 
to greet one another prior to entering into the church, St. Margaret’s has had to contend with a noisy 
Nave and chatty Chancel.  In other church buildings, hospitality and friendliness can be readily extended 
outside of the place reserved for prayer and preparation.  But given our facility, we need to find ways to 
accommodate both our desire to express love for one another and to be thoughtful and worshipful. This 
seems impossible to do with the musicians rehearsing right up to service time (St. Margaret’s does not 
have a choir rehearsal room and vesting room like other churches), greeters ensuring that everyone 
coming to church is made to feel welcome, ushers looking to assist, volunteers quickly arranging meetings 
or confirming participation, acolytes and choir assembling for the procession, and about a million “quick 
questions” hurled at the clergy while in close proximity.

Fortunately, our church provides a relatively brief way for you to prepare to meet God.  It is in the 
requested silence just before the service begins.  We give you tools to calm your mind, open your heart, 
and prepare to engage in worship: the kneeler, the invitation to silence, the music of the prelude.  That 
music, by the way, is not MUZAK, an audible wallpaper to promote an environment conducive to 
commerce.  It is music designed not to call attention to itself or the musician, but to help you prepare 
your heart to meet God.  If you are the type that just rushes in and says, “Howdy Pardner!” then please 
remember that those around you need time to prepare their hearts.  You can provide them with the 
hospitable gift of silence and time to pray so that they may greet 
God with all of the joy and enthusiasm our loving Creator deserves.

Music

Join Us for Our 2014-15 Free Community Concerts

Sunday, November 9, 2014    4 p.m.
The Maryland State Boychoir  

Sunday, February 15, 2015   4 p.m.
Michael Britt, Theatre Organist, accompanies 
Charlie Chaplin's silent masterpiece The Circus

Sunday, March 15, 2015   5 p.m.
Schubert's Mass in E-flat - St. Margaret's Choirs 
and Orchestra w/Marlissa Hudson, Soprano

Thursday, July 23, 2015   7 p.m.
The International Music Institute Festival Young Artists Recital



Getting to
Know You
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Borisas Traubas, violin and Elizabeth Borowsky, piano
The renowned Lithuanian virtuoso begins his American 
concert tour here!
SUNDAY, September 21, 2014    7:00 p.m. Individual Tickets  $15

Cleve Douglass - The United States' Ambassador of Jazz 
Brilliant jazz making with guitarist Tony Romano, the 
legendary Steve LaSpina on bass, percussionist Matt Kane, 
and introducing Russian jazz sax sensation, Lenny Sendersky.
SUNDAY, September 28, 2014    4:00 p.m.   
Premium Concert  Individual Tickets $25

Ensemble Galilei – Some of this country's finest Irish & Scottish 
musicians gather to play with wild abandon and great beauty. Fiddle, Irish Flute, Celtic Harp, 
Banjo, Uilleann Pipes, Bodhran and our own Carolyn Surrick on Viola da Gamba
SUNDAY, October 12, 2014    7:00 p.m.   Individual TIckets  $15

Shenandoah Run – Folk music at its best with a host of songs from the hills and heart of 
America. Nine terrific musicians play a variety of instruments and sing in concert.             
SATURDAY,  January 17, 2015    7:30 p.m.  Individual Tickets  $15

Lafayette Square Duo – Rebecca Anstine Smith and Michael Lodico. Explore the ethereal 
beauty of the harp together with the majesty of the organ.  
SATURDAY, April 25, 2015    7:30 p.m.  Individual Tickets $15

David and Ginger Hildebrand – The joy of early American music presented in a way that will 
make you want to sing and dance.  A delightful treat for Mother’s Day!
SUNDAY, May 10, 2015   4:00 p.m.  Individual Tickets $15

Duo Chiaroscuro  - Two brilliant concert artists from Canada - cellist Sara Male and pianist 
Maria Thompson Corley - play romantic Rachmaninoff and quirky Prokofiev in a luscious 
concert of Russian music.   
FRIDAY June 12, 2015    7:30 p.m.   Individual Tickets $15

 
We offer three subscription plans which include all concerts:

A.  Single Subscription - $75 (a savings of $40 over single ticket purchases)
B.  Double Subscription - $100 (savings of $130 over single ticket purchases)
C.  Household Subscription - $125 - up to 6 household members can attend each concert 
(savings of up to $565 over single tickets)

Subscription forms available @ www.st-margarets.org or stop by the office

Announcing…
Music @ St. Margaret's Concert Series

2014-15
Save money over individual tickets 
by subscribing to the whole season! 



A visit from local children's book author 
Elaine Allen.
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2014 TRAIL OF SOULS: A Pilgrimage Toward Truth & Reconciliation 

Part 1 of 3 parts
From St. Margaret’s History & Archives Project

Men are generally right in what they  affirm and wrong in what they deny. 
What we deny is generally something that lies outside our experience, 
and about which we can therefore say nothing.
                     H. Richard Niebuhr, Christ and Culture, 1951

In April 2013, the Right Reverend Eugene Sutton, bishop of the Diocese of Maryland, invited 
Margaret’s Church, Westminster Parish, Annapolis to be one site on the 2014 TRAIL OF SOULS: A 
Pilgrimage Toward Truth & Reconciliation. Each location on this virtual and actual pilgrimage, 
like St. Margaret’s, is part of the Episcopal Diocese of Maryland as it exists in 2014.  With the 
exception of historically African-American parishes founded after the end of the Civil War, 
each parish and location existed prior to the adoption of the third Maryland Constitution 
abolishing slavery, November 1, 1864.

In the process of researching and reporting this part of its history, St. Margaret’s History & 
Archives Project found that previous histories written about the parish misrepresented and 
omitted the records and stories of enslaved and other marginalized persons.  The 2014 Trail of 
Souls Pilgrimage offers a unique opportunity to more accurately focus on this 172 year period 
of parish life at St Margaret’s, a parish that regrettably benefitted from the atrocities of slavery. 

Recorded histories consistently affirm our Anglican (Church of England) origins, officially 
beginning June 9, 1692, when Sir Lionel Copley, Maryland’s first appointed Proprietary 
(Colonial) Governor, attached his signature to An Act for the Service of Almighty God and the 
Establishment of the Protestant Religion within this Province.  The Church of England became 
the official church of colonial Maryland, and the story begins for thirty Maryland parishes (29 
survive with 10 in today’s Diocese of Maryland) including Broade Necke Parish (later Broad 
Neck Parish; then Westminster Parish; then St. Margaret’s Church, Westminster Parish).

No records exist that include accurate depictions of marginalized persons.  One noted and 
repeated story erroneously reports that during the 1700s “[The congregation] knelt at prayer 
with their guns near at hand lest at any moment there come to their ears the sound of the 
dreaded war-hoop of the Indian over the hills.”  This type of event never occurred.
In 1649, a small company of Virginia Puritans - believed bringing enslaved persons with them — 
settled on the fertile land of what has become known as the Broadneck Peninsula. This was just 
15 years after the first permanent settlers arrived in Maryland from England in 1634 at what 
became St. Mary’s City.  By 1664, Maryland legalized slavery and imported Africans were 
given the status “slaves for life.”

Anglican settlers who became the small group of Broade Necke Parish founding members 
reportedly worshipped in a community meeting house built by Puritans located on the south 
bank of the Magothy River near Westminster Towne on Deep Creek (two miles from St. 
Margaret’s present location). 

By 1696, few Puritans remained, Broad Neck Parish (Church of England) occupied its first 
worship space, and slave labor was becoming vital to the economy of the area, particularly 
for the growing tobacco trade.

History & Archives

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/41386.H_Richard_Niebuhr
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/70834
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Inspired by the 2014 Truth and Reconciliation Pilgrimage, St. Margaret’s dedicated five
hand-crafted historical markers to commemorate its history during the slave period.  

Historical Marker I  located inside the church nave, on the north wall, near 
the historic bell tower door, recalls colored baptisms, weddings, funerals/
burials in the 1800s held at St. Margaret’s and other locations, conducted 
by its clergy for both enslaved and free persons of African descent.  (No 
evidence exists for actual burials on property the church owned 
beginning in 1824 and continues to hold in 2014 because until 1884 the 
parish was located on only one acre of land and was without a 
churchyard.)

Historical Marker II located inside the church nave, on the north wall, 
near the historic bell tower door, immediately below Historical Marker I, 
recalls Sunday afternoon colored worship services held at St. Margaret’s 
in the mid-1800s.

Historical Marker III located outside, on the north side of the church, 
after exiting the historic exterior bell tower doors, remembers that 
between 33 and 100 enslaved persons worked the White Hall 
(Whitehall) Plantation when owned by St. Margaret’s from 1749-1764.

Historical Marker IV located outside, on the north side of the church, 
after exiting the historic exterior bell tower doors, acknowledges that 
enslaved persons likely served as unskilled laborers in the construction 
of three or four church buildings and a chapel of ease erected at four 
different locations from 1695 though 1851.

Historical Marker V located at the western edge of the churchyard 
and immediately in front of both a cemetery marker placed in 1972 
and a plain stone placed there in the late 19th century, acknow-
ledges that enslaved persons were typically buried outside white-only 
portions of graveyards and churchyards and their simple markers (if any) 
soon disintegrated.

Detailed information behind each marker will appear in future issues and is 
available from the History & Archives Project - Barb Breeden, Chair 
(bkbreeden@comcast.net) and Mike Winn - Trail of Souls Pilgrimage 
(mwinn421@verizon.net).

Personal and group pilgrimages and historical tours are welcomed and 
encouraged.  Please contact Barb Breeden & Mike Winn for arrangements. 

mailto:bkbreeden@comcast.net
mailto:mwinn421@verizon.net


Upcoming @ St. Margaret's

Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, Oct. 5

4 p.m.

Autumn 2014
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Our St. Margaret's Guild will once again be 
sponsoring a United Thank Offering (UTO) in 
September. Look for deignated envelopes in 
Sunday bulletins. United Thank Offering (UTO) 
is a ministry of The Episcopal Church for the 
mission of the whole church. Through a United 
Thank Offering, men, women, and children 
nurture the habit of giving daily thanks 
(through spare change) to God for our many 
blessings. Those who participate in UTO 
discover that thankfulness leads to generosity. 
UTO monies support mission and ministry 
throughout the developing world.

Coming in September...

Offering 
Saturday Service

Rite II 
with music

5 p.m.
in the church
starting Oct. 4

New Foyers Program Coming Soon 

The Foyers Ministry has been an integral 
part of community life at St. Margaret's 
for many years. The program consists of
groups including parishioners who are 
singles and couples, young and retired, 
newcomers and long-standing members 
of St. Margaret's. Each small group consists 
of 6-8 parishioners who meet every four to
 six weeks between October and May. 
The gatherings generally include a communal 
meal, but the format is flexible. The members within 
each group decide what they will do at their gatherings 
and take turns acting as hosts. In December and May, 
we will hold large group events for all of the Foyers 
participants to come together, extending our friendships 
even further. The uniqueness of these groups is their lack 
of formal structure, openness of communication and 
spirit of fellowship. New members are always welcome! 
If this sounds interesting to you and you would like to 
learn more about Foyers Groups, please join us for our 
"get acquainted gathering" on Saturday, September 20, 
6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall. If you are unable to attend 
the potluck, you can also sign up at coffee hour on 
Sunday mornings or contact Susan Roberts at 
roberts.susan1948@gmail.com or 703-725-9250. If you 
have previously participated in Foyers and would like to 
continue, please let Susan know prior to Sept 20.

Next Newcomers Dinner
Sunday, Oct. 26, 6 p.m.
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EFM is a four-year study program through the School of Theology at the 
University of the South, Sewanee, Tennessee. Participants look at the 
bible historically, literally, metaphorically, theologically, and "scientifically" 
(using science now known, we can apply dates, ascribe authorship, 
have political background, etc.). If you are interested in joining the class 
at St. Margaret's, it will be meeting on Wednesdays from 9 until 11:30 a.m. 
weekly September through May in the conference room.  Please contact 
Kathy Polk at kkpolk@yahoo.com or 410-757-0989 or Jim Hall at 
jhhall1942@verizon.net or 410-956-5120.  The cost is $350 and includes all 
texts.  Scholarship help is available. If a need arises, an evening class may 
be made available.  Students who have completed a year or more 
previously are encouraged to join and complete the program; or if you 
want to explore EfM through the new texts, you are very welcome. 

Education for Ministry Class Now Forming

The first ever Maryland 
Episcopal Cursillo Music Fest will be 
held at St. Margaret's on Saturday, 
October 4 from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. 

This event will be an 
opportunity to gather in fellowship 
and “Rekindle Your Fire” for the 
Holy Spirit. All are invited and local 
Christian musicians will perform for 
our enjoyment.

The Cursillo Secretariat will 
provide hot dogs and hamburgers 
for lunch. There is no charge to 
attend the event, but free will 
offerings will be accepted to 
defray the costs.

This event is a great 
opportunity to make a friend, be a 
friend and to bring a friend to 
Christ!  So, please invite others to 
join you for a wonderful day of 
fellowship in this Christian 
environment.

The Music Assembly Team is 
already lining up musicians to 
provide the entertainment.  
Anyone interested in performing 
should contact the event 
coordinator, Dave Wissmann, at 
wishbonedavid@yahoo.com so 
their information can be given to 
the team for consideration. 

Coming to St. Margaret's --
Maryland Episcopal Cursillo Music Fest on Oct. 4
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New Formation Building

Celebrating Christian Formation Growth
By Tom Wenz, Educational Facility Planning Committee

As we continue our journey toward construction 
of the new Education Formation building, the Education 
Facility Planning Committee and the Rev. Peter Mayer 
invite the St. Margaret’s community to gather for two 
special events during the formation hour on September 
7 and 28.

First, on September 7, grab a cup of coffee and 
come outside in the grass behind the administration 
building at 10:30 a.m. as Peter will lead us around the 
site for a formal blessing of the project. We’ll also pray 
for guidance for the EFPC who will be reviewing the final 
proposal from the contractor that week. We may also 
ask for an extra prayer for our LEED certification points 
too – the project is still on track for a silver-level rating, 
but every little boost helps.

Later in the month, we expect to get an 
approved grading permit from Anne Arundel County 
and the prep work for the site will be underway. The 
current plan calls for the contractor to minimize the 
impacts on parking during Sunday services; however, 
we do anticipate some lost spaces and the potential for 
other inconveniences especially during the work week 
as construction progresses. We ask that everyone 
please be mindful of potential safety hazards around 
the site and keep vehicle and pedestrian traffic 
restricted to the permitted areas. 

As work on the project transitions from planning 
and design to the brick and mortar phase, we plan on 
having an official Ground Breaking Ceremony during 
the Adult Forum hour on Sunday, September 28. 
Celebrate the next step in meeting the growing 
Christian formation needs of our church as we put the 
first official shovels in the ground. 

If you’d like to learn how you can support this 
critical project, please contact Anne Sessions, George 
Saroch or any member of the EFPC. 

Best Wishes, Emilia!

We congratulate Emilia Nardi as she 
begins to serve this fall in the 2014-2015 
Jubilee Consortium Episcopal Urban Intern 
Program. Emilia is the daugther of Pete and 
Jeanne Nardi at St. Margaret's.

The Episcopal Urban Intern Program 
(EUIP) in Los Angeles is a year-long service 
learning project of the Jubilee Consortium (a 
group of inner city Episcopal parishes in LA 
working together to effect meaningful social 
change within their communities).

EUIP’s mission is to raise up a new 
generation of change leaders for the church 
and the world who will spend their whole lives 
working to expand God’s reign of peace 
and justice for all people. EUIP prepares 
young adults to become such leaders.

Each fall, EUIP gathers a new class of 
interns from across the United States to live in 
Christian community, develop meaningful 
relationships within local Episcopal and 
Lutheran congregations, and work for 
change by serving full-time in some of LA 
County’s most innovative and effective 
social service agencies. These agencies 
provide interns with meaningful engagement 
opportunities in exploring the problems of 
and possible solutions to social injustice. Her 
service site will be "Network For Teaching 
Entrepreneurship" and her partner parish will 
be St. Mary's Episcopal Church in Los 
Angeles.

If you would like to send her a note, 
the address is  "Koreatown House,"   960 South 
Normandie Avenue, Los Angeles, CA  90006.



AAMC Bloodmobile
@ St. Margaret's
Sunday, Sept. 7
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

For a specific appointment time 
without waiting, go to

www.mysignup.org/stmarg

available through Rite Aid 
in the Parish Hall

Sunday, September 21
10:15 to 11 a.m.

Cost:  $32

Registration is required. Contact Pat Hall, Parish 
Nurse, at pshall1@verizon.net for more information 
or to register.

Sat., Sept. 20
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

in the conference room

Reminders…

 Blood Pressure Checks
 Third Sunday of the Month
 10:15 a.m. in the Parish Hall

 Healing Team Prayers
 Second Sunday of the Month
 during Communion in the
 back of the church and
 after the service at the 
 altar rail

Health Notes

St. Margaret's Day School News
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by Tricia McVeigh, SMDS Director

All of us at St. Margaret’s Day School are excited as we begin another school 
year.  Our summer here was busy with many fun camps, and we are looking 
forward to the new building groundbreaking.  We are so happy to see all the 
new families to our school this year, and we are very glad to have so many 
families returning as well.  

We would like to welcome Jodie Westin and Liz Wolin to our staff this year as our 
two-year-old team. They both come to us with years of experience. Jodie will 
also be working in the SMDS office when she is not teaching. 

Our PTO is already hard at work this year, and there are a lot of opportunities for 
volunteering. Thanks to Leslie Stangle and Ashley Peeders for heading up the 
team this year! I look forward to seeing everyone at Back to School Night on 
September 25 at 7 p.m.  We are also holding an open house again this year on 
September 17 from 10 a.m.-12 p.m.  We encourage all prospective Kindergarten 
families to come to this open house if they are interested in enrolling for the 
2015-2016 school year. 

The Day School will be supporting the Dawn Orso 5K and 1 Mile Family Event 
fundraiser benefitting the AAMC Breast Center that is being run by AAMC on 
October 12. The Orso family has several SMDS graduates, and we invite anyone 
that is interested to join us for this fun day!

Check out our new website:  www.stmargaretsdayschool.org 



St. Margaret's Church
Contact Information

Phone  410-974-0200  *  Fax  410-757-5334  *  Pastoral Emergency 443-837-5463    

The Rev. Peter W. Mayer Rector peter@st-margarets.org
The Rev. Sarah Lamming Associate Rector sarah@st-margarets.org
The Rev. Jane Milliken Hague Asst. to Rector jane@st-margarets.org
James R. Fitzpatrick Director of Music james@st-margarets.org
Ruth McDaniel Parish Administrator ruth@st-margarets.org
Laura Tayman Communications Dir. laura@st-margarets.org
Tricia McVeigh Day School Director tricia@st-margarets.org
Pat Hall Parish Nurse pshall1@verizon.net
Izzy Winn Grants Coordinator ewinn421@verizon.net
George Saroch Senior Warden sarochg@verizon.net
Mark Torrence Junior Warden mhtorrence@verizon.net

Sunday Services: Wednesday Service: The church is always open for
7:30 a.m. - Rite I 7:30 a.m. - Rite II prayers and meditation.
9:00 a.m. - Rite II
10:15 a.m. - Formation Hour
11:15 a.m. - Rite II
Nursery Care - 8:45 to 12:30

Find us on:  www.st-margarets.org

                                                      


