
(Hot dogs & hamburgers 
will be provided.)

The Spire
Spring 2015

Vol. X, Issue III  

Making All Things New
By The Rev. Peter W. Mayer

Special Green Issue

It’s hard to believe in the new life of resurrection that God 
promises us all through Jesus. 

(OK, if that’s too theological and heavy for you right off the bat, try this…) Wasn’t it easy 
to think that winter wouldn’t end this year? Wasn’t the first breath of warmth, the first 
daffodil we saw, the first long afternoon that was over 50 degrees, welcome in your life 
his year? Spring is a matter of fact, although there are still some days when there is a chill 
in the wind, and the clouds cover and cool a warm day. Is this spring then? Why doesn’t 
it feel more like spring?

I’ve seen news reports of a ‘cooler-than-usual’ spring this year. I think it’s the same for our 
spiritual lives sometimes. Even though it’s Easter, and we talk about the life of resurrection 
each week, we’re still living in a winter world: a world of bad news, of disease and death. 
How do we reconcile the two?

I don’t think it’s a matter of simple optimism, or putting on your best rose-colored glasses each morning. For me, it’s 
a matter of remembering that through baptism, my trust is in a God who makes all things new. This takes eyes of 
faith to see, and I pray daily that sight be given to me. Just last week I snapped this picture of the wonderful 
forsythia outside our admin building. I remembered the many mornings I drove into our parking lot in the dark, cold 
winter wondering if in fact they would ever bloom again. Sure enough, here they are.

And what’s that peeking out from behind the bush? Why, it’s our new formation space. It’s huge. It’s God’s. And it’s 
going to transform our community in many positive ways. It started with the idea that we have good things going 
on here and we want to share it with more people. And look where it is now. God is doing great things, and they 
are marvelous in our sight if we are able to see them. We can, if we are able to remember that we are rooted in 
God as children, and our trust in the resurrected life makes all things new.

Mark Your Calendars...
Foyer Groups 
End of Year Picnic
Sunday, May 17

If you are a member of a Foyer Group or are interested 
in this ministry, please join us for our end of year picnic 
on the grounds of the church from 3-6 p.m. We will be meeting 
on the grounds next to the church. Members are being notified 
as to what to contribute. Beverages will be provided. 
Questions? Contact: 
Vera Torrence-     vtorrence@newleaders.org
Jane Piche -         star2d2@aol.com
Jan Little -             jbl123md@yahoo.com
Susan Roberts -    roberts.susan1948@gmail.com

featuring old-fashioned
hymn singing led by the

Third Sunday Band



Last Day 
of 

Sunday 
School:
May 17
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Children and Families
Many thanks to everyone who contributed to our first 
Easter Egg Hunt for Charity! 

Total number of eggs donated: 990
Total donated to Relay for Life: $98.56

Total donated to J2A Pilgrimage: $114.07
Total donated to the Light House: $122.55

Sunday School Teachers Needed For the Fall

With the new formation space, we would like the Sunday School lessons 
to be the best they can be. We are looking for 12 adults to join the team
of committed volunteers. 

Five reasons you may consider to being a teacher:

1) The students are wonderful:  They will enrich your spirit, expand 
your horizons and grow your faith.
2) The lessons are compelling:  they will challenge you to think and 
give you new ways of sharing your faith, and deepen your own faith. 
 The lessons plans and materials have been selected and provided.
3) The time commitment is finite: You commit to a specific Sunday or series of Sundays throughout the year. Godly
play and Sparks has a rotation of leaders. For Rite 13, it is a two-year commitment (September – May) most Sundays.
4) The teamwork is uplifting: The community of Sunday School leaders will delight and encourage you and help you
feel the creative energy of the Sprit. We try to pair a new leader with an experienced leader. 
5) Baptismal Covenant: Every time we baptize a child we ask the community to do all in its power to support  the
child in their life in Christ. Volunteering to lead Sunday School is a wonderful way to live out this commitment. 

We are especially looking for the following:

A)  Adults to be Godly Play Story tellers-
Godly Play is a creative, imaginative approach to Christian formation and spiritual guidance.

Godly Play has a Montessori foundation with 40+ years of research and practice.
Godly Play values process, openness, discovery, community and relationships.
Godly Play models the worship life, stories, symbols and rituals of Christian congregations.
Godly Play nurtures participants to larger dimensions of belief and faith through 
wondering and play.

B)  Adults to be Rite 13 Leaders-
The first two years of the program Journey to Adulthood program is called RITE 13, a name that comes from a 

liturgical rite of passage we celebrate with young people around their 13th birthday. The two years of Rite 13 
focus on recognizing the gifts God has given us, celebrating our creative potential, and learning to interact as a 
community of faith.

C)  Adults to be Sparks Teachers-
  Connect Bible stories from worship to Sunday school with this three-year curriculum. 

Grades 2 through 5. 



From 6:00 p.m. on May 5th to 6:00 p.m. on May 6th, the Community Foundation 
of Anne Arundel County will host the Great Give 2015, the largest single day of 
giving in Anne Arundel County.  Mark your calendar to go to 
www.greatgiveaac.org to support your favorite local organizations with an 
online donation. And be sure to tell your family, friends and co-workers, so they 
can too!

Look for these participants who we actively partner with throughout the year:

*Arundel House of Hope (our winter relief partner)
*The Light House
*My Brothers Pantry
*H.O.P.E. 
*Food Link (our baby pantry partner)

May 5 & 6

Welcome to the Great Give 2015 –  
the Community Foundation of Anne Arundel County’s (CFAAC) 
3rd Annual 24-hour Online Fundraising Event
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Foyers Holiday
Gathering

Music

What cancer does….
By the Rev. Jane Milliken Hague, Asst. to Rector for Mission & Outreach

“My people” die from cancer.  In the last three generations of Millikens and in-
laws, cancer of the liver, lung, pancreas, and throat have claimed members of 
my family. By its very nature, cancer isolates a person from those they love and 
those that love them. When it grows within you, you feel as if you are carrying the 
Grim Ripper as a passenger within your soul. Even if you are lucky to recover from 
this bout, there is always a shadow of "maybe again" or a recurrence.  

This is why the Relay for Life is so important to me. We walk as a team, pray as a 
team, and heal as a team. Our team, the “St. Margaret’s Dragon Slayers,” is 
raising money to benefit the American Cancer Society. At the Relay, teams of 
passionate and committed people from all over the Broadneck Peninsula and 
our county set up campsites at Anne Arundel Community College and take turns 
walking around a track. Each team is asked to have a representative on the 
track at all times from 5:30 p.m., Saturday, May 30th to 5 a.m., Sunday, May 31st. 
We will finish with a Sunrise Eucharist for everyone at 5 a.m.

Our team will be fundraising but, more importantly, as a church we will be 
honoring those who are coping with cancer and loss. Leading up to the event in 
May, we will be gathering names of those who have been impacted. Submit a 
name of a loved one who has been impacted by cancer, and we commit to 
pray for that person leading up to the event and as we walk the track. The forms 
for submitting a name for prayer are available online, in our church pews or at 
the Relay desk in the Parish Hall at coffeehour between the services on Sunday 
morning.

How can you get involved?
*Register to be a team participant. You can walk or simply cheer us on. There is no registration cost.
*Purchase a luminaria for $10 and a candle will be lit during the night of the event in honor of a deceased 

loved one or for anyone who is battling cancer. 
*Sponsor a walker, or the team as a whole, per every mile they walk. Sponsorship forms are available at the 

Relay desk in the Parish Hall during coffeehour every Sunday or on the website (which you can just add to 
the collection plate or send to me in the office).

*Submit a name for prayer and we'll place that name on a leaf on the prayer tree located on the wall of the 
Parish Hall.

Questions? Please contact me at jane@st-margarets.org or stop by the Relay table in the Parish Hall.

May 30-31, 2015
Anne Arundel

Community College

Missions & Outreach

mailto:jane@st-margarets.org
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St. Margaret's Day School
e

ase  join  us  Our Students are Going Green
By Tricia McVeigh, Director

St. Margaret’s Day School is not only a STEM program, 
nationally accredited through the National Association for 
the Education of Young Children, but also a “green” program. 

The school is in the beginning stages of applying for “green school certification” as 
well as working on a certified schoolyard habitat. St. Margaret’s Day School uses 
green cleaning services and green cleaners on a daily basis. We began composting 
about four years ago, and we are happy to report that we are finally producing 
healthy soil. The school will be using some of their compost soil for several of their 
planting projects, to include an Earth Day project for the campus. The Kindergarten 
class will be planting rosemary in pots for the church to use for various services. The 
class will use small enough planters so that they can be brought in during the winter 
months. The school also has a “greenhouse” that is used for planting during the 
spring months. 

SMDS practices ecology daily which includes recycling, composting in both of our 
indoor and outdoor composters and conservation. April is also the month where our 
school takes part in growing Painted Lady butterflies, ladybugs and praying mantis. 
Each class watches the life cycle of the insect and then releases them into the 
environment, which is helpful to the plants and ecology of our campus. This year we 
are getting the added bonus of getting some Monarch butterfly kits from the 
National Wildlife Federation to help re-build their diminishing populations. 

SMDS is also continuing their partnership with the Dept. of Natural Resources and  
MD Parks by hosting assemblies and raising horseshoe crabs and terrapins. There are 
several “green” MD children’s authors that we bring in to read to our children 
including Jennifer Curtis Keats and Elaine Allen. This year the children have also 
learned a lot about the Chesapeake Bay, crabs and oysters, and what we can do 
to help save and preserve our local, Maryland environments. 

Summer Camps 
&

2015-16 School Year

Registration forms are available @
www.stmargaretsdayschool.org

St. Margaret's Day School  

Happy Earth Day!

Thanks to our Day School students & 
staff who planted rosemary for use in 
our church services & Pick and Mix 
nights!
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For all who are interested @ St. Margaret's...

Building a Caring Community
A Workshop on Mission & Outreach by the

Community Foundation of Anne Arundel Co.
Speakers:  

Bess Langbein, Exec. Dir.
& Bud Billups, Foundation President

Saturday, May 31, 
Parish Hall, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

For more information, email the Rev. Jane M. 
Hague at Jane@st-margarets.org.

Green Music
by James R. Fitzpatrick, Director of Music

Music

What happens to old music when it is no longer appropriate for St. Margaret’s 
use?  We look to give our copies of old music to churches with minimal music 
budgets.  We also are able to sell old music to a music recycling organization 
like Young’s Music.  And in return, we purchase music from Young’s when 
available for our needs.  We also collect old beginner piano music and organ 
music to give free of charge to people who want to learn how to play the 
piano and organ. 

What happens to old instruments at St. Margaret’s?  When parishioners donate used musical instruments, we look 
to find them homes with students whose families cannot afford to purchase or rent an instrument.  If you know 
anyone needing a clarinet, we have one at the ready.  We recycle pianos.  When someone wishes to donate a 
used piano to St. Margaret’s we upgrade one of our existing pianos by finding a family that is looking to secure a 
piano for their home at little cost.  All they have to pay is the moving cost.  We have recycled about six pianos 
over the eleven years I have been here.  When our current organ gives out, we will recycle it through the 
manufacturer and look to install a green technology pipe organ.

What happens to old hymnals and prayer books?  Currently we have a stash of donated hymnals and prayer 
books that have been sullied by mold.  We are looking to reclaim what we can and bury what is necessary for 
disposal, in accordance with the canons of the church for blessed objects.  In the meantime, we use recycled 
paper for the printing of bulletins and hymn inserts.  Our bulletins are being put as PDFs on our website so people 
can down load them and read them from their mobile devices like iPads and Smartphones.  Here are links to an 
online copy of the hymnal and the Book of Common Prayer:

If you have other ideas that can help the St. Margaret’s Music Program be even greener, let us know! (And watch 
those comments about noise pollution. Harumph!)

Including patriotic songs, ballads, marches, 
dance tunes, and theater songs enjoyed

 by locals in Annapolis and Anne Arundel County 
some 250 years ago.
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Health & Healing

For the last few years, I have been the assistant to our 
Parish Nurse, Pat Hall.   Recently having stepped down 
from her long-time role at St. Margaret’s she is focusing on 
retirement and family but has agreed to continue to 
organize the blood drives and maintain the Automatic 
External Defibrillators (AEDs).  I thought it would be a good 
idea to meet with Peter to ask expectations for a part-
time parish nurse.  

When we met, we shared our thoughts and ideas, notably about the abundance of 
medical resources and professionals at St. Margaret’s. Along with the resources 
available to me thru Anne Arundel Medical Center, I hope to share some current 
topics of interest in the medical field that affects the needs of our community.  Peter 
mentioned his desire to create a Pastoral Care Team. We agreed  that the blood 
pressure screening on the third Sunday of each month will take a break for the 
summer after the May 17 services and resume on September 20 .

Finally, I have been acting as the liaison for our clergy by offering prayers for healing 
to hospitalized members of our congregation and their families.  This service I will 
continue, as it is most rewarding for me. Please let me know if I can be of service to 
you at AAMC. I look forward to serving with you.

Deb

Cell 443-875-8229, Work 443-481-6839 or 4182 and e-mail: dbd116@verizon.net

Nurse's Notes
by Deb Doolan

June 14

Healing Sunday
Second Sundays of the Month
at the 9 & 11:15 a.m. services

A trained member of our Healing Team is 
available for prayers and comfort in the 
back of the church during communion time 
or after the service.

FREE 
Blood Pressure Checks

every 3rd Sunday
in the parish hall

from 10:15 to 11 a.m.
Sept. - May



Brotherhood of St. Andrew
National Day of Service &

Join the members of St. Margaret's Brotherhood with 
St. Margaret's youth in an intergenerational day of service

Sunday, April 26
Meet at the church at 2 p.m.
& clean up Bay Dale Drive

For more information, contact Brotherhood President
Richard Thomas at rjthomas75@verizon.net.

55   & Better
Join us for our next outings!
June 17 - Toby's Dinner Theatre in 
Columbia for lunch 
& a matinee show of the 
musical "1776"  

August 22 - Episcopal Diocese Day 
@ Camden Yards--
Join Episcopalians from all over Maryland 
as we show our 
faith in the Orioles!

Look for the dates and payment info in Dragon Tales & 
church announcements!

The 55 & Better 
group had a 
wonderful time with 
their family & friends 
at a recent USNA 
performance of 
Pirates of Penzance!

Summer Luncheon 
sponsored by

St. Margaret's Guild
Wednesday, June 3

11:30 a.m. in the parish hall
Cost:  $25 

Checks to "St. Margaret's Church"
with "Tea" in the memo line
due in the office by May 27

Upcoming Events/Activities
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sponsored by
St. Margaret's Guild

Save the Dates!

Sundays between services
April 26
May 3

*May 10 
(*Makeup date)

proceeds benefit ministries
of St. Margaret's Church

Reservations or Questions?
Contact Judy Hall
judy.hall0404@gmail.com
410-757-5037
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A Visit from Our Past
By Mike Winn, History Committee

Not infrequently St. Margaret’s  receives requests from persons whose families 
have historic ties to the land around St. Margaret’s and to the people who have 
gone before us.   

On Thursday, March 12, we were visited by Springfield VA resident Lula Cowling 
Carpenter, grandniece of the Rev. R. Cleon Cowling (1871-1947). 

Mr. Cowling was rector at St. Margaret’s from 1918 to either 1942 or 1944.  In 
preparing for Lula’s visit we reopened his archival file, finding his 1942 letter of 
resignation and names of several clergymen who filled in until the Rev. Henry 
Powers arrived in 1944.  However, Mr. Cowling’s grave marker and all other 
historical notations would have him serving until 1944.  Perhaps his wife 
continued as organist and choir director until 1944, beyond the end of his 1942 
term.
   
Lula wrote following her visit, “It was such a special day to see my great-uncle’s 
handwriting on the letter he wrote as he was called to St. Margaret’s and what 
must have been the difficult letter he wrote when he resigned. The pictures you 
gave  me will be treasured by my family.  Most of all thank you for taking time to 
share stories and taking me on a tour of the cemetery to see his and Elizabeth’s 
tombstone, where we discovered Philip (Sippy)."  

A real "aha!" moment.  For me, the whole experience was wonderful. 

History & Archives

Countdown to our 325th Anniversary
This Year's Historical Service  - Celebrating Worship in the 1800's

Sunday, June 14, 2015 at the 9 & 11:15 a.m. services

Can you name 
these

notable leaders
from St. 

Margaret's?

Check the next 
page

for answers...
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Here they are, first pictured together by St. Margaret’s History & Archives Project at the March 1, 2015 ministry fair . . . 
now briefly described in relationship to St. Margaret’s. Each has a story long surpassing what appears below.  

1.John Ridout, first Ridout in Maryland, ca. 1758, arriving to serve as secretary to Governor Horatio Sharpe.  Reportedly 
was treasurer of St. Margaret’s and arranged sale of two thousand acre White Hall (Whitehall) (owned by St. 
Margaret’s from 1749-1764) to Governor Horatio Sharpe.  Took possession and then ownership of Whitehall. Picture is 
of John Ridout’s home in Annapolis, still standing on Duke of Gloucester. Died 1797. 

2. Hester Ann Chase Ridout ca. 1820-1887, wife of the Rev. Samuel Ridout (see number 9), in 1884 secured  eight acres 
of land adjacent to the single acre the parish has owned at its present location since 1824, selling these eight acres to 
St. Margaret’s for the nominal price of five dollars.  
 

3. Edwin Malburn (Ed) Hall, PhD (1909-1995) and his wife Zoe Brunson Hall (1903-1994), were members of St. Margaret’s 
from April 1972 until Zoe’s death in 1994 and Ed’s death in 1995. They are buried in St. Margaret’s cemetery.  Upon 
Ed’s death he left generous gifts to many friends, and the remainder of his estate, $3.5 million, to St. Margaret’s. 
Typical of Ed, he left this gift with no restrictions relying on his church to use it properly. The subsequently established 
endowment fund began with this bequest, has been nurtured since by rectors and vestries, and has been used to 
support ministries at home and around the world.

4. The Rt. Rev. Mary Douglas Glasspool served as rector of St. Margaret’s from March 1, 1992-September 30, 2001, 
leaving to become Canon to the Bishops for the Diocese of Maryland.  After nearly 10 years and numerous Maryland 
bishops +Mary was elected Bishop Suffragan for the Diocese of Los Angeles.  

5. The Rev. Harry Benter today is likely best known as Jeanne Nardi’s father.  Arriving at St. Margaret’s in the late 1970s 
while at the Naval Academy, Harry first accepted the challenge that successfully began moving St. Margaret’s 
towards ministry in the world and then took on the responsibilities for the three-year long 1986 Enhanced Restoration.  
Harry left St. Margaret’s for seminary and after ordination served parishes in New York and in Florida where he is now 
canonically resident and actively retired. 

6. Folger McKinsey (Mack) Ridout, Sr. (1925-2011) likely accomplished more than any other lay person in the  nearly 
325 year history of St. Margaret’s — despite the fact that Mack left St. Margaret’s in 1970 to worship at St. Anne’s 
Annapolis and he and his wife Barbara did not return to his ancestral parish until 1994.  While everyone who knew him 
has Mack tales, we need recall that after returning in 1994 he reorganized the cemetery and led construction of the 
columbarium, restarted the joust, launched the archives, wrote and published long stories about parish history then 
organized historical tours to bring this history to life, served as senior warden, managed a transition in rectors, served 
as a Eucharistic visitor, and completed EFM.  In earlier times he was church school superintendent, guided efforts to 
build the present education building (necessarily taking on the rector who opposed any new construction) , drove 
the church school bus, and is pictured in liturgical garb because frequently — including two months every summer — 
he conducted St. Margaret’s worship services and preached at these services.

7. Virginia Pettebone, a long time devoted member of the parish, with her 2003 bequest made possible construction 
of the columbarium that along with the cemetery makes up St. Margaret’s churchyard.  Her bequest also enabled St. 
Margaret’s to make a gift of $100,000 for new construction at the Bishop Claggett Center.  

8. Horatio Sharpe (1718 – 1790) was the 22nd Proprietary Governor of Maryland serving from 1753 to 1768.  Governor 
Sharpe’s history is a combination of folklore and facts.  In 1758 he brought John Ridout to Maryland from England to 
serve as his Secretary.   Ridout reportedly ran Maryland while the Governor participated in ongoing conflicts with 
American Indians in Western Maryland.  Likely a member of St. Anne’s, Governor Sharpe engaged John Ridout 
(perhaps St. Margaret’s treasurer) to secure Whitehall(White Hall), a two thousand acre tidewater plantation, from St. 
Margaret’s in 1764. This was a classic battle of wills, power, and the vestry — St. Margaret’s had owned White Hall 
since 1749.  When Governor Sharpe was forced to leave Maryland, John Ridout moved onto White Hall and married 
the woman (Mary Ogle) for whom Governor Sharpe may have been building his mansion at White Hall.  In his will, 
Governor Sharpe forgave John Ridout back rent — which he had refused to pay, and bequeathed White Hall to John 
Ridout. 

9. The Rev. Samuel (Dr. Sam) Ridout, MD (1816-1885) served nearly 30 years as rector of St. Margaret’s in two terms 
separated by 10 years. Dr. Sam first became rector in 1844 at the age of 28 and remained as rector until December 
1860.  While serving this whites-only congregation in which he had grown up, he opened St. Margaret’s doors and 
ministries (baptisms, marriages, burials — not at the church, however) to enslaved and free persons of African 
descent.  Then, in 1860, he resigned to assume rectorship of a parish in Scottsville, Albemarle County, Virginia (likely St. 
Anne’s Parish, not church) south of Charlottesville. And to serve as a surgeon to the CSA army(Confederate States of 
America).  Dr. Sam returned as St. Margaret’s rector in 1870, continuing to serve the white congregation in the church 
and persons of color away from the church including his own home (Whitehall, not the rectory) remaining until his 
death until 1884.  Dr. Sam is ranked at the top of the list of former rectors one wants to meet in heaven. 

Continued on page 15
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April Update from the
Educational Facility Planning Committee

The new formation building should be weather tight by the end 
of April!  We are trying to make up for the winter delays, and are 
still hoping to be able to move in by early September. We will 
know the schedule better in May.

Our LEED consultant, Dick Williams of DW-GREEN Associates, has 
submitted our design (first) review to the U.S. Green Building 
Council.  The design team is now finalizing its replies to preliminary 
comments.  At this stage, we are just in the point range for having 
a Silver rated LEED building.

The Interiors Committee, the Landscape Committee, and the 
Security and IT Committees are all active and engaged in 
making decisions.  Please continue to keep the entire team in 
your prayers. 

A recommended arts gifts policy was presented to the Vestry at 
their April meeting for their consideration. 

We will begin to draw on the loan for the construction in May. 
Please continue to be cautious when in the area of the 
construction.  You may not enter the construction site without 
pre-arranged approval.  You must be accompanied by the 
Whiting Turner job supervisor, and you must wear a WT hard hat.  
We will offer limited tours once the building area is safe. 

New Formation Building Progress
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St. Margaret's New Formation Building -
Minimizing The Church’s Environmental Impact
By Samuel Enriquez, Youth Parishioner at St. Margaret's

Here at St. Margaret’s, we’ve been hearing a lot about the 
new formation building and getting LEED certification for it. And 
you probably know why getting the certification is important – it 
shows that both the construction process and the building itself 
are environmentally friendly. But what you might not know is 
how we are earning the certification, and how we’re 
minimizing the building’s impact on the environment. Both the 
construction process and the design of the building itself 
contribute to lessened environmental impact.

In the construction process, we are both using environmentally 
friendly materials and using them responsibly. To reduce 
heating costs, we are using EPDM bonded sheet roofing (a 
white, rubberlike polymer) and fiberglass-asphalt roofing tiles, both of which reflect light and heat away from the 
building due to their light coloring. We are also using low-emission paints and sealants to cut down on the number 
of hazardous chemicals. However, some indoor air will inevitably be contaminated, not just with chemicals but also 
with dust stirred up by construction, so the indoor air will be flushed out before the building is occupied.

We’re also going to document that at least 75%, and hopefully 90% or more, of the solid and liquid waste 
generated in construction is disposed of responsibly. Additionally, we are attempting to source some of the 
building material from regional manufacturers. We definitely have carpeting, and we are hoping to obtain some 
regional concrete, drywall, and insulation as well.

 
 The building’s design has also been chosen to minimize impact on the   
 environment in energy and water use. We will have a 2-year contract 
 with Constellation New Energy Inc. or like company to power 
 the new building solely through wind energy provided from a national 
 consortium. “Solely through wind energy” does not mean that every 
 watt in the building comes directly from a wind turbine. The BG&E grid 
 draws power from a variety of sources, and the electricity flows from 
 each source are indistinguishable once they enter the grid. What it does 
 mean is that for every watt we use in the building, a watt from the wind 
 energy consortium will enter the grid, so that 100% of the unspecified 
 power we draw from the grid is replenished by wind energy.

To cut back on water use, we will be installing low-flow toilets like 
the one in the narthex bathroom, which can reduce water use by 
up to 40%. And to deal with rainwater from roofs, we are installing 
an underground stormwater system to filter out particulate runoff. 
We are also planting a rain garden to absorb groundwater runoff 
from our old impervious parking lot. These will be planted with 
sedges and wildflowers native to the Bay area, which will capture 
water and return it to the soil instead of the sewers. Additionally, 
we are using grass rather than pavement in the overflow parking 
areas so rainfall there also goes back into the water table and 
doesn’t run off the asphalt into the sewer.

Special green issue - LEED Certification
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Special green issue - Wind Energy
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Special green issue - From the SMC Green Team

Stormwater is the water that runs off hard surfaces like 
roads, roofs and parking lots.  This runoff carries with it all 
kinds of pollutants and overwhelms and floods our streams.  
There has been quite a bit of discussion lately about the 
fee households in Anne Arundel County will pay to reduce 
the impacts of stormwater runoff.

Cleverly named the “rain tax” by those that oppose it, this 
fee is being used to restore streams and build control 
measures that prevent polluted runoff and improve the 
quality of water reaching the Chesapeake Bay.  There is 
no tax on the rain.  The AA County Council just last week 
defeated two attempts to repeal the fee.   But, it is likely to 
come under attack again.   

People of faith - no matter what religion - are united in one 
fundamental expression: love. 

We are called to love all people and all of Creation 
around us. The way we treat water and the land is a 
reflection of how we treat those around us.  A love for 
nature is an expression of love for those around us.  

Pollution destroys our waterways and the fastest growing 
source of pollution is stormwater runoff.  There is no sugar-
coating that.    God makes the rain, but we make the 
runoff.   We make this pollution as part of our daily living.  
Each and every individual that creates polluted runoff – 
this is our responsibility.  Ignoring our responsibility is like 
leaving the scene of an accident.

Ideally in the future we will build greener, rain-friendly cities, 
less roads and parking lots. . But at this point, this is what 
we have. 

Since every property owner contributes to polluted runoff, 
every property owner shares the cost of the solution.   
Eventually in AACo, each homeowner will pay $85/year to 
fix these problems, about $7 a month to have healthier 
streams and cleaner water.  This is how society works – 
otherwise we are simply passing the problem on to our 
children.

Addressing polluted runoff should not be a political issue – 
it is a community issue.   We share these rivers and streams; 
we share our neighborhoods. Our grandchildren will inherit 
the success or failings of our ability to care for the 
environment.  

Have	 you	 heard	 
of	 something	 
called	 the	 
rain	 tax?  

Last fall, our congregation and a few friendly 
volunteers from the community, planted 200 trees 
on the church campus.   These trees and other 
supplies were provided through the Trees for 
Sacred Places Program (a collaboration between 
Interfaith Partners for the Chesapeake and the 
Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay).   St. Margaret’s 
was one of 25 congregations who planted a total 
of 1,700 trees last year.  The program is continuing 
in 2015.

Why are trees important?   The trees we planted will 
grow into a forest of nearly 1.5 acres.   On average, 
one acre of new forest can sequester about 2.5 
tons of carbon annually and young trees absorb 
CO2 at a rate of 13 pounds per tree each year.  
Our trees alone will sequester as much carbon as 
the rector’s car produces each year!   One 
hundred mature trees will intercept approximately 
100,000 gallons of rainfall per year.   And for every 5 
percent of tree cover added to a community, 
storm water runoff is reduced by approximately 2 
percent/year.   By holding water in the leafy 
canopy and softening the impact of intense rain, 
trees improve the porosity of soil, conserve ground 
water, and prevent runoff.  Our trees, when mature, 
will intercept nearly 300,000 gallons of rainfall each 
year.   In addition, to improving air and water 
quality, trees keep us cooler in the summer and 
enrich our lives with beauty.   

But, trees need care to get established and survive 
and the first 3-5 years of life are critical.  The tubes 
that are surrounding the seedlings we planted help 
to protect them from deer and serve like a mini 
greenhouse.   We had good survival of our trees 
but the mowing of the grass took its toll last year 
and we had to replace about a dozen trees that 
were knocked over and damaged by mowers.   
We will continue to need your help in maintaining 
the planted trees for a few more years.  Look for an 
announcement of our next tree maintenance day 
and please come out and help us create a new 
forest at St. Margaret’s.    

Trees	 @	 St.	 Margaret's

By Al Todd By Al Todd



A visit from local children's book author 
Elaine Allen.
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Special green issue - Watershed Academy

Be a Bay-wise Homeowner
By Gail Morton, St. Margaret's Parishioner

The Maryland crab and oyster harvest is at an all time low, less than 1% of 
historical levels. Beaver populations in the tidal wetlands are decimated.  Our 
bottom dominated water plant systems are gone, replaced by top growth that 
smothers a healthy balance of plants and aquatic animals. 

What is our part in restoring health and vitality to our water systems?

Fact #1 -  a 1” rainfall on a 1000 s.f. roof produces 623 gallons of water.  The first 1 inch of rainfall collects most of the 
contaminants on the surfaces it crosses and carries them directly into our water systems. What do we do with that 
water and how can we improve its quality before it leaves our property?  

All storm and irrigation water that runs off your property is contaminated with roofing residue, sediment, debris, 
fertilizers, pesticides and manure if you have animals. These pollutants flow unabated into the storm drains and 
ditches that feed the local streams, rivers, water tables, reservoirs and eventually the Chesapeake Bay.  If the run off is 
fast moving, it typically erodes the stream beds that receive it, contributing further to sediment build up. Both the 
chemical run off and erosion pouring into our waterways from our yards destroys habitat and harms down stream 
aquatic plants and animals. 

One of the quickest, easiest and least expensive ways to reduce contaminated water flow is the rain barrel.  Typically 
our gutters and rainspouts are connected to a disposal pipe that carries the water into the public storm drain or a 
ditch system.   Otherwise we simply dump the downspout onto a hard surface or better a grassed area in our yard.  
While this is convenient disposal of the water, it is also a major source of pollution.  If you are connected to an 
underground system, disconnect. If you are dumping onto a driveway where the runoff picks up additional oil, grease 
and chemicals from your car, please consider changing that.

Rain barrels are affordable, available and easy to install under your 
downspouts. Collected water is drained over a two-day period onto a 
mulched or grassed area, into a rain garden or other garden area, 
slowing the force of the outflow. This slow seepage process allows it to 
filter down through the ground slowly cleansing out the contaminants 
and enabling the water to reenter the ground water system cleaned 
and renewed.  What water does flow off during the storm period does 
so at a much slower speed and reduces stream and ditch erosion on its 
way as well as cleansing chemicals and contaminants. 

Maintenance on rain barrels is easy.   We added soaker hoses to ours to 
create a slow drip irrigation system for our gardens, decreasing the 
need for watering from our well. Painting them is a fun project for 
children or grand children and what a good example for them at the 
same time.  

Rain barrels are available at most hardware and home improvement 
stores, on line and from the Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center 
where you can purchase one along with installation demonstrations 
and guidance.  Homeowner associations or other organizations can 
get group discounts from Arlington Echo and some times grant funding 
resources can be found for community installations. To contact 
Arlington Echo call 410-222-3825 or place orders on line at 
www.arlingtonecho.org. $80 on line or $60 for group orders. If you 
purchase from a store that does not have an instructor available, I can 
provide printed instructions for installing them. Contact me at 
gbmorton@prodigy.net or 410-268-1990.   If you don’t know what a rain 
barrel looks like walk around to the side of the church along St. 
Margaret’s Road.  We have one installed under our downspout next to 
the rain garden.  (More on rain gardens in the future.)
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10.  Mason Locke (Parson) Weems, served as rector of St. Margaret's for less than two years (1791-1792) and 
accomplished very little.He was born October 1, 1759 at Marshes Seat, St. James Parish in Anne Arundel County, 
one  of 19 children of David and Hester Hill Weems. From those 19 children the Weems’ name was spread into all 
parts of the local countryside.  Weem's niece Ann Weems married Horatio Ridout and became the mother of the 
Rev. Samuel Ridout, MD (see 9 above).Weems was accustomed to writing books for boys and his Life of 
Washington was to that purpose. In 1800, when the book was written, the nation was new, George Washington 
had died and hero worship was running high. Weems made George Washington the hero of the cherry tree story 
he wrote for the youth of the land that they might have an example of perfection in conduct. However, in a later 
edition he declares it was his intention to humanize one who lived as a demigod.  Parson Weems died May 23, 
1825, Beaufort, SC and is buried near his Dumfries, VA home Belle Air.  We are told that his last words were God is 
Love. For more about Parson Weems, please go to www.st-margarets.org/uploads/2/8/8/6/28869061/
macks_memories.pdf.

11. The last will and testament of Nicholas Greenberry (1627-1697) read in part I give and bequeath to my Son 
Charles Greenberry a[nd] to his Heires forever all that my Plantation Call[ed] White hall together wth: the Land 
thereunto belonging. Charles Greenberry, upon his death in 1713 left the two thousand acre plantation called 
White Hall (today Whitehall) to his wife and upon her death to Westminster Parish. In the 1710 draft of his will (draft 
and final will are both at the Maryland Archives and NOT available to the public) Charles Greenberry uses 
Westminster Parish instead of Broad Necke (Broadneck) parish — the first surviving reference to the parish name 
change following its 1692 establishment.  Upon the death of Charles’ wife in 1749, St. Margaret’s Church, 
Westminster Parish, assumed ownership of White Hall Plantation, intended by Charles to forever support a minister 
of the church.  Fifteen years later in 1764, Whitehall was sold to Governor Horatio Sharpe by the vestry of St. 
Margaret’s, receiving little in return.

11 Notables - from page 9

Special green issue

On March 24, Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori 
delivered the keynote address at an Episcopal-
sponsored national forum titled "The Climate Change 
Crisis: Regional Impacts of Climate Change and 
Reclaiming Climate Change as a Moral Issue."

The Climate Change Crisis forum kicked off 30 Days of 
Action—activities, advocacy and education that all 
parishioners can work towards to better our climate and 
our world.

To view a video of the forum and for more information, 
go to:
www.episcopalchurch.org/page/climate-change-crisis



St. Margaret's Church
Contact Information

Phone  410-974-0200  *  Fax  410-757-5334  *  Pastoral Emergency 443-837-5463    

The Rev. Peter W. Mayer Rector peter@st-margarets.org
The Rev. Sarah Lamming Associate Rector sarah@st-margarets.org
The Rev. Jane Milliken Hague Asst. to Rector jane@st-margarets.org
James R. Fitzpatrick Director of Music james@st-margarets.org
Laura Tayman Communications Dir. laura@st-margarets.org
Tricia McVeigh Day School Director tricia@st-margarets.org
Izzy Winn Grants Coordinator ewinn421@verizon.net

Anne Sessions Senior Warden akslctm@earthlink.net
Mark Torrence Junior Warden mhtorrence@verizon.net

Sunday Services: Wednesday Service: The church is always open for
7:30 a.m. - Rite I 7:30 a.m. - Rite II prayers and meditation.
9:00 a.m. - Rite II
10:15 a.m. - Formation Hour Saturday Service:
11:15 a.m. - Rite II 5:00 p.m. - Rite II
Nursery Care - 8:45 to 12:30

Find us @ www.st-margarets.org

                                                      


