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New Beginnings, New   
By the Rev. Peter W. Mayer, Rector
peter@st-margarets.org

Here is the Easter story, in elevator speech form: I believe that God loved the world and wants 
us to be changed by that love. To that end, a man, who I believe was born of God, named 
Jesus, came and lived and was put to death. But God's love changed death from the end to a 
passage into fuller life with God. God's love changes things. It's transformative. 

It's also the root of what we do at St. Margaret's. No one has an experience with the Divine 
and walks away unchanged. We seek to transform our lives in Christ to realize more fully 
God's love for us and for the world. Our mission statement is to 'transform our lives in Christ 
through worship, formation and giving'. The commission structure, which our Senior Warden 
Anne Sessions writes about in this edition of the Spire, is meant to give a framework for 
realizing the transformative power of our work. Everything, from Sunday morning services, to 
our outreach, to our fellowship events, should be pointed towards the important task of 
bringing God's love into our world that it might more closely resemble God's reign on earth.

We are building a church that is focused on growth, sustainability and connection. We are 
building disciples of Christ who grow spiritually, and as a result, grow the community. We are 
building a sustainable campus that takes seriously our commitment to be good stewards of the 
earth. Our vision is that we will be connected with our community in new, exciting and 
missional ways. We want to be enmeshed in our community so that we might serve those 
outside our walls. I'm excited about Easter. And I'm excited about our mission. I'm excited 
about what this church is, and what it is becoming.

A Community of Growth, Sustainability and Connection

          Holy Week @ St. Margaret's
Palm Sunday, March 20, - Holy Eucharist with palms processional - 

7:30, 9, 11:15 a.m.
Holy Week Monday - Wednesday - March 21-23 - 

Noon Eucharist & Compline/Contemplative Prayer at 7 p.m.
Maundy Thursday - March 24 - Potluck dinner at 6 p.m., 

Stripping of the Altar Service at 7 p.m.
Good Friday - March 25 - Service at Noon and 7 p.m.

Holy Saturday Morning - March 26 - Service read at 9 a.m.
Holy Saturday - March 26 - The Great Vigil of Easter - 

Meet at the columbarium at 8 p.m. - Bring bells to ring
Easter Morning - March 27 - Services at 7:30, 9, & 11:15 a.m.

Easter Morning Egg Hunt - Meet at 10:20 a.m. in the new Fellowship Hall
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A Message from the Senior Warden 
Commission Vestry Liaisons
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Christine Duray Feldmann
cduray@comcast.net

Worship

Karen Engelke
karenengelke@aol.com

Parish Life

Valery Weekley
VWeekley@verizon.net

Doug Castonguay
douglascastonguay@
gmail.com

Trish Schilling
mdbucs@msn.com
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Julia Drooff
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Liesl Wheeler
lwyak@aol.com

Finance

 Tim Parker
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    Doug Seybert 
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comcast.net
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Jim Barnett
navyblue@ix.netcom.com

Tom Wenz
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Day School

Fran Becker
fran.becker10@gmail.com

From a small church in a rural country setting to a thriving suburban 
campus, St. Margaret’s has grown in size along with its community 
over the last century. In the last few years, the past processes and 
organization of the church proved inadequate to support our 
enhanced worship, missions, and formation programs, from startup 
through conclusion. The result has been a struggle for lay leadership 
and staff to keep up with our growing ministry areas and to properly 
resource them. To its credit, the community of St. Margaret’s has 
continued to thrive.

Over the past year, the staff has re-organized, and the lay structure 
will as well. The vestry, under the leadership of Rev. Peter, created 
six commissions that will become the primary organizational 
structure under the vestry, providing coordination and resources in 
support of parish ministries.  

These commissions are:
•  Parish Life  •  Mission & Outreach   •   Worship  •   Finance
•   Formation  •   Facilities 

All of our current ministries and organizations will fall under these 
commission designations. Vestry members have been assigned a 
designated commission (see the column on the right).

These designated Vestry members will provide vision, leadership, 
coordination, and resourcing for their Commissions and related 
ministries and will report to their fellow vestry members 
periodically. 

Commissions will develop clear charters, scope, and authority to 
empower them to initiate and support new and ongoing ministries. 
They will provide a structure and process that simplifies and 
minimizes administrative burdens while keeping the rector, vestry, 
staff, and parish informed of ongoing ministries. Commissions will 
also outline how their ministries can welcome new members.

A list of each ministry located on the back of the
Sunday bulletin will now be re-organized into their 
designated commission area. Please look for that 
starting in the Palm Sunday bulletins and on our 
website.

A New Vision of Leadership
Anne Sessions

Note:  The following is based on a vision 
from our former Senior Warden George 
Saroch which our current vestry is 
implementing this year.



For all who are interested @ St. Margaret's...
Building a Caring Community

A Workshop on Mission & Outreach by the
Community Foundation of Anne Arundel Co.

Speakers:  
Bess Langbein, Exec. Dir.

& Bud Billups, Foundation President

Saturday, May 31, 
Parish Hall, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

For more information, email the Rev. Jane M. 
Hague at Jane@st-margarets.org.

Missons & Outreach
A Reflection on Winter Relief
By the Rev. Jane M. Hague
jane@st-margarets.org

We are the church…this year we hosted the
homeless in the Winter Relief program 
during the first week of Lent. On Ash 
Wednesday, I was eating dinner with our 
guests. The kitchen was busy with St Margaret’s and St 
Phillip’s parishioners who were cooking dinner for the 29 
guests as well as the 10 volunteers who were there to 
prepare for the shower schedule, monitor the medications, 
tinker with the TV to get the news for our guests, and many 
other activities that come with hosting five women and 
twenty-four men who were our guests for the week. 

As I prepared to go to the church for the Ash Wednesday 
evening service, someone asked if I could do the disposition 
of ashes for those who couldn’t leave and were working in 
the kitchen and the Formation Building ‘shelter.’ It was an 
excellent suggestion, and I found myself doing ‘Ashes to Go’ 
on our own campus. 

“Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
Guests and volunteers alike stood in line for the disposition 
of ashes. As I gazed into the faces of those receiving, I 
realized that this is the church that Christ described and 
desired.

Winter Relief 2016 at St Margaret’s was a time of great 
learning for us. We had double the amount of guests for the 
week than we had hosted for the past two years. We were 
using the new Formation Building for the first time. We 
offered showers and laundry services as a courtesy. 

Some of our resolutions for next year are:
• Offer more educational opportunities for our 
parishioners to understand the causes of homelessness, and
• Create a functional leadership model to allow for 
less stress on the two or three organizers who recruit and 
organize the 30 or so volunteers needed each day of 
Winter Relief. With the greater space and larger crowd, we 
need to spread the responsibility of management to others. 
Harry Caldwell and Judy Hall did a phenomenal job, but 
more help is needed next year. For example, in the past we 
could transport all our guests in one van. This year we 
needed two vans and two cars to transport our guests to 
where they needed to go in the mornings and evenings.

We continue to learn so much about ourselves as people 
as well as our guests as we offer shelter and food. Thank 
you to the many parishioners who pulled all night watches, 
cooked and washed, or worked multiple shifts to make 
Winter Relief 2016 at St Margaret’s such a success. Special 
graces go to Judy and Harry who were present day and 
night to help all of us stay on track and centered.  

May 21-22, 2016
Anne Arundel Community College

All are welcome to participate or to support the St. Margaret's 
Dragonslayers team that will once again participate in the 
Arnold/Annapolis Relay for Life on May 21 & 22.

Visit our Relay table during coffeehour from 10:15 to 11 
a.m.and register to sign up to walk, to offer financial support 
to a participant, or to purchase a luminaria in honor of 
someone who has lost their battle with cancer which will be 
placed on the trail during the evening of May 21.Please note 
that the deadline for raising the $100 for a Relay shirt is April 
8.

We will also bring back our prayer tree in the church narthex 
with our "feet ornaments," allowing parishioners to provide 
their loved one's name who has battled or lost the battle with 
cancer. 

We are once again in need of a strong volunteer team to 
accomplish this effort again this year. Last year, we were 
number three in the most money raised for this cause. Look 
for the Relay link on the homepage of our website or contact 
the Rev. Jane for more information.
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thankyou

Missons & Outreach



I’ve always dreamed of doing mission work, but as a mom of two young 
kids and a full time working professional, I never thought I could find an 
experience that would fit my schedule but yet actually allow me to do 
something impactful. 

Enter Appalachia Service Project (ASP). Thanks to information from a 
former parishioner, I learned about this wonderful program. Although I’d 
never picked up a hammer to do anything but hang a piece of art, I signed 
up for this five day trip where I’d be rehabbing houses in rural Appalachia. 

Started in 1969 by Rev. Glenn “Tex”Evans, a United Methodist minister, 
ASP volunteers have made homes “warmer, safer, and drier” for families 
over the last 47 years.  Last year, more than 17,000 volunteers served with 
ASP, providing critical repairs for nearly 650 families. ASP has centers in 
five states across Central Appalachia including Kentucky, Virginia, West 
Virginia, Tennessee and North Carolina. 

Along with volunteers from nearly 10 different churches and organized by the wonderful people of Calvary 
United Methodist, my group headed to West Virginia- about seven hours from Annapolis. 

I had been to West Virginia countless times, but Wyoming County was truly another world. It was 
staggering to me that people still lived without electricity or running water. But the strength and courage of 
the people who live there is remarkable. Despite their challenges, they’ve created lives for themselves that 
should be respected. 

In the two years I’ve gone on the trip, I’ve done everything from replace a tin roof to stop gushing water 
from coming into a home to putting siding on a house to keep it warm during the winter. It was wonderful 
to see real change happen in the world. But I think I got as much out of the experience as the homeowner. I 
was humbled by the people I met and the impact that we can have on one another. 

One message that has really stuck with me from my time on ASP trips is their motto that, “We accept 
people right where they are, just the way they are.”

I’m convinced that if we could all live our lives this way, we’d truly be living God’s message to us. I’m 
looking forward to the next trip and hope some friends from St. Margaret’s will take up their hammers and 
join me! 

Living God's Message to Us
By Christine Duray Feldmann
cduray@comcast.net

For more information on ASP, go to www.asphome.org.

Missons & Outreach
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Wubbenhorst Memorial Fund
For all who knew the Rev. Wes Wubbenhorst, former associate rector here at St. 
Margaret's, you won't be surprised that his final wish is to create a memorial fund 
that will go toward helping others in his beloved Honduras. A link to the online 
donation site is available under the "Quick Links" section of our website's 
homepage at www.st-margarets.org.

Donations will be divided equally between El Hogar and the Episcopal Church of 
Honduras. Once money has been donated, loved ones will disburse to these 
organizations in Wes's name. The original goal was to raise $20,000, but due to 
the generosity of Wes' friends and loved ones, the new goal is already up to 
$50,000. 

Please keep Wes, Viv, Arvilla, and the rest of the Wubbenhorst family in your 
prayers.



A visit from local children's book author 
Elaine Allen.
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Mondays@ St. Margaret's

Spirit Singers Rehearsal - 5 p.m. - Choir Room (ages 6-10)
Chorale Rehearsal - 5:30 p.m. - Choir Room (ages 11-14)

Arts & Crafts - 5:30 p.m. - Parish Hall
Fellowship Meal - 6 p.m. - Parish Hall

Adult Formation Study - 6:45 p.m. - Formation Building
Motet Ensemble Rehearsal - 6:45 p.m. - Choir Room

Calendar for rest of the spring:

New Adult Formation
Monday Evening Studies

An Altar in the World
by Barbara Brown Taylor

Led by parishioner Valery Weekley
Starting April 4 - May 23

                
The book is a personal narrative by Barbara Brown 
Taylor about finding the divine in the world we live 
in - not only in the church, but in things that we do 
each day.  We will discuss her ideas that daily 
physical acts can lead us to God. A link to purchase 
the book is on the homepage of our website. Please 
read the intro and first chapter before the first 
session.

This study will have a two-week break for the 
following special formation series:

                           April 25 & May 2nd
                          with the Rev. Joe Pagano

                           Associate Rector, St. Anne's
     

       The Problem of
      Suffering and Evil              

March 14
March 21 (Motet Rehearsal Only —No dinner)

March 28 - No F&F on Easter Monday
April 4
April 11
April 18
April 25
May 2
May 9
May 16
May 23

May 30 (Motet Rehearsal Only—No dinner)
June 6 (Final F&F for the program year)

The problem of theodicy revolves around three 
central affirmations. One, God is all powerful. Two, 
God is completely good. And three, evil exists. 
Difficulties arise when we try to maintain all three 
affirmations. David Hume raised the problem most 
pointedly. “Is God willing to prevent evil, but not 
able? Then He is impotent (not all powerful). Is God 
able to prevent evil, but not willing? Then He is 
malevolent, [not good]. Is He both able and willing? 
Whence then is evil?” Theodicy is the attempt to 
respond to this dilemma.

Parish youth will be holding a Cyber Seniors Day on 
Monday, March 28th from 1-4 p.m. in the new 
formation building. The youth will be helping anyone 
(especially seniors) who is interested in learning more 
about smart phones, tablets, computers, or other aspects 
of their technology.

For questions, email Quentin West, coordinator of youth 
ministries, at quentin@st-margarets.org.



SMC Health Connection
By Deb Doolan, RN
dbd116@verizon.net

The month of March is Social Work Appreciation month.  They can wear many hats or specialize and become 
certified thru national licensure testing.  Social workers are employed in our community service facilities, schools 
and hospitals.  Their expertise in the community setting covers such human needs as psycho-social counseling, 
financial assistance, drug and/or alcohol referrals to detox centers, domestic violence intervention, connect the 
abandoned, neglected and homeless with resources, depending on the needs of the individuals.  Hospital based 
social workers assist families and patients with end-of-life counseling, palliative care and hospice referrals.  
Simply stated the goal of social work is resource coordination, allocation and management. We have social 
workers, grief counselors and financial experts as members of our congregation. We thank them for all that they 
do.

Our quarterly Blood Pressure screening will be Sunday, March 13th (2nd Sunday of the month instead of the 3rd 
Sunday, due to the 20th being on Palm Sunday).  Location will be in the foyer of the new formation building 
between the 9:00 and 11:15 a.m. services. 

New first aid kits have arrived. One will be located in the administrative building, one in the parish hall kitchen 
and the third in the sacristy.  Each will have a list of items included and a brief written and visual description of 
administering simple first aid.  A fourth kit will be ordered to be available for our Vacation Bible School. 

Finally, I am asking for anyone, all ages included to e-mail me suggestions on topics of interest to them personally 
or to the community on health/medical issues. I would like to draw on my resources from Anne Arundel Medical 
Center to speak on topics of interest.  I will host two educational forums in 2016.  Please e-mail me with 
suggestions to dbd116@verizon.net or ddoolan@aahs.org.        

    

Health & Healing
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Children/Families/Youth

Join us for our (Rhymes with “Smalleluia) Hunt as we 
go on a hunt for the "A word" around campus. After 
some songs and a short lesson in the Fellowship Hall 
at 10:30 a.m., children of all ages will be working 
together to find all 12 letters of “Alleluia Hunt.” 

Every egg will be marked with a designated color and 
letter that match our egg carton puzzle.  The eggs will 
be empty as we learn about the empty tomb.  Once 
the hunt is over, all children can turn in their empty 
eggs, in their egg carton puzzle, for a special treat bag 
filled with fun toys and candy. (Gluten- and dairy-free 
bags will be available). Invite your friends and get 
ready for some family-friendly fun!
 
Any youth wishing to help young children complete 
their puzzle or help in hiding the eggs, please see 
Jenelle or Quentin.  Thank you to those youths who 
have already helped put together our goodie bags and 
to those in our Parish who have donated candy!   

Easter Sunday Egg Hunt
March 27
10:30 a.m.

Meet in the Fellowship Hall

Did you know it takes approximately 120-130 volunteers 
to run a years’ worth of programming for Children and 
Youth Ministry? That is great news considering this parish 
voted (and funded) Formation as one of its top priorities. 
However, we are currently running these programs at a 
28% volunteer force.  This means there are SEVERAL 
opportunities for YOU to step in to serve the children, 
youth and families of St. Margaret’s Church and the 
surrounding community.
 
Have you taught students in some capacity?  Would you 
enjoy spending an hour a week spiritually shaping the next 
generation?  We are currently seeking 2 more teachers for 
NEXT school year to help Stephanie Ceruolo teach our 4th 
and 5th grade class.  We are also currently seeking 4-5 
more Godly Play teachers and door greeters.
 
Another way you can plug into to our church’s Children’s 
Ministry is through Vacation Bible School. Are you 
interested in teaching Art, Music, Outdoor Recreation or 
sharing a lesson with children?  Would you enjoy helping 
other adult leaders and spending a brief time in the lives of 
children this summer?  Is God calling you to this ministry? 
Please consider giving of your time to our Vacation Bible 
School program.  This year’s program will run June 28th, 
29th and 30th from 9 a.m.-12 p.m.  In order to bring in the 
number of children we have in the past, we are in need of 
about 40 volunteers. Please consider being part of making 
this happen here at St. Margaret’s Church!  Registration 
forms will be available after Easter.

 

 

Step In and Serve
By Jenelle Mejia
Coordinator, Children's Ministries
jenelle@st-margarets.org

We are looking to build a children’s and youth ministry 
team. Consider sharing your gifts with the youth, children 
and families at our church. Our first meeting will be 
Sunday, May 1st at 12:30 in the Parish Hall. Lunch will be 
provided and childcare is available if needed. Contact 
Jenelle (jenelle@st-margarets.org) for more information or 
to be part of the team!

If you are not comfortable working with children, don’t fret, 
you can still be part of our team.  There are several volunteer 
opportunities in Children’s Ministry dealing with scheduling 
and paperwork. You can also be part of our newly formed 
Youth and Children’s Committee! There’s room for all!

Saturday, April 30
6 to 10 p.m.
Parish Hall

A fundraiser for the J2A Pilgrimage

Look for registration information in your Sunday 
Announcements and on the website.
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Breaking New Ground with Cutting Edge Programs
By Susan Roberts, Board President, roberts.susan1948@gmail.com

Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM)l
Working with new partners, the U.S. Naval Academy and NASA, St. 
Margaret's Day School is building on its holistic, integrated curriculum by adding a 
new and exciting STEM component with lab activities across all of our classes - 2s 
program through Kindergarten. Organized around program modules of SPACE, 
WATER, ENERGY, and EARTH, SMDS is dedicated to teaching these scientific lessons 
while simultaneously integrating them with its arts, Spanish, music, PE and chapel 
programs - remaining true to teaching the whole child through play and exploration 
with new and ever-evolving concepts. To date, SMDS has introduced a successful 
Robotics after-school program, used BeeBots in the classroom, and initiated parent-led 
monthly science classes.  As SMDS takes this next step to integrate the STEM 
curriculum supported by SMDS parents, we will be seeking external funds to grow 
and sustain this new program to keep tuition levels the same for our families. 

Outdoor Education Area
Focusing on the environment and green certification status for SMDS, the school is 
creating an outdoor classroom and food garden. Partnering with the church, a design 
plan has been created to include indigenous plant life, a butterfly garden, a portable 
herb/vegetable garden and fruit trees. This classroom will also include a composter to 
work in conjunction with our small greenhouse, a water system, a shelter and, 
eventually, a paved walking path to encompass the inner fence line for the 
playground. Current nutritional/environmental lessons will be incorporated and 
expanded. The school has already placed log “seats” donated by a parishioner, to 
create the outdoor teaching area. Milkweed and vegetable/herb seeds will be planted 
by the students this spring, using the compost from our existing composter. The 
students will be learning about the migration of Monarch butterflies and are hoping to 
create a habitat for them. SMDS children, parents and staff look forward to expanding 
our partnership with the congregation and community as we engage in the hands-on 
process of growing food, healthy eating and respect for our environment.



                                                                                        Music
Community Service Through Music Making
By James R. Fitzpatrick
james@st-margarets.org

Sometimes things ARE NOT as they appear.  For instance, when a musician delivers a terrific performance of a piece of music, it 
appears that doing so is effortless and a tribute to the performer’s innate talent.  But actually, in most cases, it has very little to 
do with talent and a great deal to do with patience, study, and practice.  Music making takes far more time than the few 
minutes of a performance.  

Believe it or not, many musicians do not have access to space for group rehearsals, access to fine instruments for practice, or 
room to explore and make the kinds of efforts that may not be initially successful, but which are SOOOOOOOO necessary for 
learning.  (I think quite a few parents of beginning piano, drums, string or woodwind players can attest to the desire for practice 
areas away from home). And for most young performers with talent and desire, opportunities for learning and performing can be 
few and far between.

Our current Senior Warden, Anne Sessions, and her husband James Hanrahan spoke to me about the need for such space and 
opportunities shortly after I first arrived at St. Margaret’s. James in particular, had a strong vision for St. Margaret’s as a place 
where the entire community could be served through offering access to music.  Likewise, Phil and the late Judith Meeder, along 
with their daughter Laurie, had a vision for a concert series at St. Margaret’s so that the community might have access to fine 
music to soothe the soul and inspire the spirit.  With the urging and support of those families, I brought to the staff and vestry an 
idea for making use of space at St. Margaret’s to promote music and art.  Two initiatives came out of those early days of 
conversation and have made St. Margaret’s to be MORE than what it appears when it comes to community service through 
music making.

We began making space available for music teachers in the area who wanted to have student recitals on our fine piano in the 
church. Then we began providing space for piano, string, and voice teachers to use for training students. Along came music 
string camp for budding string players.  And our outreach continues to this day with the Music Educators of Greater Annapolis 
(MEGA) now relocating their programs from St. John’s College to St. Margaret’s (including the first weekend of March and dates 
later in April that will bring many music teachers from the area to our church) and new music program offices to share their 
love of making music and acquiring new skills.

Also appearing on the roster of area musical artists making St. Margaret’s a home for rehearsing are Infinity Theatre and the 
professional choral group “Church Circle Singers” led by U.S. Naval Academy graduate Brian Isaac. St. Margaret’s provides the 
perfect acoustic space for the vocal group and the new building provides opportunity for the Infinity Theatre company to 
rehearse its shows during a week of overlap time in its schedule.  

The second initiative was our concert series which has brought internationally known artists to St. Margaret’s for concert 
appearances.  We are in the process of determining yet another stellar group of performers to bring to the church beginning in 
September with the jazz great Steve LaSpina kicking off the year (Mr. LaSpina’s concert originally scheduled for March 13 had 
to be postponed until September, and let me take a moment to thank the Lexington Brass Quintet for stepping in to deliver 
another great performance).

In a season where, theologically speaking, the divine is suddenly appearing – from Easter Sunday to the Road to Emmaeus to 
the room where Thomas felt the wounds of Christ first hand to the Ascension and the appearance of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, 
St. Margaret’s has the appearance of many, many wonderful musicians, and teachers, and students and it appears that our 
commitment to our community is being realized through the use of music at our facilities.

If you are looking to take music lessons or find a music teacher for a family member, do not hesitate to call me at (410) 
974-0200 extension 20, and we will do our best to help you find just what you need.
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Upcoming Music Events

Soprano Marlissa Hudson and accompanist 
Marvin Mills provide a memorable musical 
experience from classical to Negro Spirituals. 
Attendees will feel a deep spiritual connection 
at their core, which fuels them with meaning 
beyond the written notes and provides a 
common depth of sentiment.

Concert Series Performances

Sunday, April 17 
7:30 p.m.

Grammy-nominated lutenist Ronn McFarlane and 
his group Ayreheart combine melodies from the 
Renaissance and Baroque periods with the drive of 
rock ’n’ roll. A wonderfully upbeat program for your 
Mothers’ Day enjoyment! A perfect gift for families 
to enjoy together.

Tickets:  $20 at the door or 
$21 in advance with credit card 
online at www.st-margarets.org.

Sunday, May 8 - 4 p.m.

Celtic Mass
with Third Sunday Band

9:00 & 11:15 a.m.

April
17

Reflecting the beauty and 
rhythms of the ancient 

Celtic Church

Bluegrass Mass
& Parish Picnic

Sunday, June 5

Outdoors on the SMC campus (weather permitting)
Bring your lawn chairs and blankets

       Eucharist with music at 11:15 a.m.
     led by the Third Sunday Band

         Parish Picnic afterwards
           Hamburgers & hot dogs provided

        Last Names A-O - Sides/Salads
Last Names P-Z - Desserts
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Welcome to St. Margaret's
Our recent Newcomers Dinner allowed us to get to know these couples and families who 
are new to our parish family. With thanks to Anne Sessions for the photos.

We will welcome all of our Newcomers to St. Margaret's in a special recognition during services on Sunday, April 17.

Holly and her husband Brian moved to 
Annapolis in July 2015 from Fairfax, 
VA, after she took a job with Annapolis 
Primary Care. Brian continues to work 
as a software engineer.  Though neither 
of them grew up Episcopalian, they 
liked the open mindedness and 
welcoming atmosphere of St. 
Margaret's. 

Holly and Brian Williams

Joanna Tillman and Justin Jelms

Joanna is a talented portrait photographer, and Justin is a 
Cryptologic Technician Interpretive with the Navy (serves 
as an expert in linguistics). They have been in Annapolis 
for the past two years and found St Margaret's through 
their neighbor Carolyn Surrick. 

Allison and Justin Manns

Married in September of last year, Justin works for 
the Annapolis Water Authority and Allison works 
at Mission BBQ in Annapolis. They have a son, 
Aidan, 7. Allison is the niece of parishioners 
Richard Hays and James Fitzpatrick.

Spencer Johnson IV and Allison

Spencer, son of parishioner Spencer, is a 
Naval Academy grad who works for the 
Armed Services Committee in DC. He 
and his wife Allison were married at St. 
Margaret's in December. Allison is from 
Greenville, SC, and will soon graduate 
from Georgetown Law School.

Kyle Courtnall and Nancy Clark (not pictured)

Both attorneys, Kyle and Nancy were married just last 
year. Kyle, from Charlottesville, VA, and graduate of 
University of VA Law School, is also the new owner of 
Papa John's in Edgewaterr. Nancy is also a vascular 
surgeon. 



News & Events
April UTO Collection

The Guild will be sponsoring a United Thanks Offering over 
the month of April. Look for the blue envelopes in your 
Sunday bulletin. Make daily small offerings for your many 
blessings, place in the UTO envelope, and then return to the 
offertory plate any Sunday in April. The money goes for 
Episcopal missions around the world.

April Guild Meeting

Guild members will be holding an interactive activity with 
the students of St. Margaret's Day School at their monthly 
meeting, April 6, 1 p.m. in the parish hall. Always a favorite 
event, the day will include a storytime and intergenerational 
art project.  All are welcome.

Spring Flower Sale

The Guild will hold their annual spring flower sale between 
the 9 & 11:15 a.m. services in the parish hall on Sunday, 
April 24 and May 1. Choose from a variety of beautiful 
options just in time for Mother's Day. Proceeds go to the 
various missions supported by the Guild. (Weather makeup 
date is May 8.)

Summer Luncheon

The Guild's annual summer luncheon will take place 
starting at 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday, June 1, at Cafe 
Mezzanotte in Severna Park. Tickets are $30. All are 
welcome to attend as members celebrate the program year. 
Checks can be made out to "St. Margaret's Church" with 
"Guild Luncheon" in the memo line and put in the offertory 
plate or dropped off in the church office.  Tickets can also 
be purchased with a credit card online at 
www.st-margarets.org. Just click on the Online Giving tab at 
the top.

Annual Day of Service
Sunday, April 24, 3 to 4:30 p.m.

Clean up of Bay Dale Drive

Members of the Brotherhood invite members of our 
youth as well as adult volunteers to provide this 
service for our community. Everyone will meet at the 
church and then proceed to the starting location.

Mark Your Calendar

Upcoming Dates

March 26 - Easter Vigil - 8pm
April 3 - 9 or 11:15 am
May 14 - 9 or 11:15 am

To arrange for baptism, call
the church office or email
peter@st-margarets.org. A 
registration form and more 
information is on our church 
website at st-margarets.org 
under "About Us."

The Rev. Peter Mayer will hold confirmation 
classes for older youth and adults who wish to 
make a public declaration of their faith, or for 
newcomers to the Episcopal Church who want 
to learn about what it means to be an 
Episcopalian. At the end of the class, 
confirmands are presented for a special blessing 
and recognition. Classes will be held between 
the 9 & 11:15 a.m. services on: April 3,10 & 17.
To participate, please let the Rev. Peter know on 
Sunday or email him at peter@st-margarets.org.
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Foyers 
End-of-the-Year
Picnic

Sunday, May 15 - on the campus
3 to 6 pm.
(Meet in the Parish Hall if it rains)



Getting	  Ready	  for	  Spring
By	  Gail	  Morton,	  St.	  Margaret's	  Watershed	  Steward

Late winter is the perfect time to start planning leisurely 
for this years’ new garden. First assess how you use your 
property. Are you principally an inside or an outside person? 
Do you entertain outside or need play areas for children?  
Would you like more cooling shade or bright sunny areas for 
flowers?  Do you want flowering shrubs and borders to enjoy 
while sitting outside or cutting flowers to carry inside for 
vases? Do you want flowers that smell?  Do you have pollen or 
allergy issues? 

Step number one is conceiving a garden space that suits 
you and your lifestyle. 

Step two is designing that space. You might want to start by mailing or taking a soil sample to 
the County Extension Service to determine your soil type.  Different plants like different soils and 
you want to know what plants will grow well in your location. Then take out paper and pencil and draw 
off even a rough approximation of where you want shade, where flowers, where open green space.  
Where would you enjoy climbing vines or planters?  Then look carefully to see if the plants you imagine 
will actually work in that location.  Does your neighbors tree hang over too far for a sun garden, is there 
too much slope, do you need a trellis or support, what planter makes it work for you?

Once you know the limitations of your garden and have a reasonably settled concept of what you 
want where, take the time to visit your preferred nursery or garden center.  Take your drawing and talk 
about what plants would work best in the locations you have in mind.  This is an information only visit, 
not a buying trip.

Qualified nursery workers can best advise on how high or wide a plant will grow and how much 
sun, shade or water it needs. Blooming times are important if you want three seasons of color. They can 
help you amend your soil to better suit a particular plant you just love but have never been able to grow. 
They can also advise on how best to trim, control or move your existing plants and shrubs.

Plant selection needs to consider: 
multi season color slope/ flat/ water run off/ boggy
wet spring/dry summer/cool fall clusters/ spreading
height/ width/ depth of root system habitat for pollinators & birds
shade/ part sun/ sun annual/ perennial

You might also consider some vegetable and herb plants.  They blend attractively with other plants 
and provide not only color and interest, but a healthy useable food product.  Many vegetables, and herbs 
especially, thrive in pots and planters. Dinnertime can include some vegetable from our garden or freshly 
clipped herbs from a convenient porch planter.  You don’t need a full -fledged vegetable garden, just tuck 
in a few of your favorites here and there and enjoy them on your table along with a vase of fresh flowers.

The last step for winter planning is to make a list of what plants serve and excite you the most. 
Record how many you need of each, when is the best time to plant them and if you need any special 
supplies. Choose as many native plants as possible. There are hundreds of native plants, shrubs, trees and 
grasses that thrive in Maryland soils and climate. These will require much less care and concern than the 
ornamental imports needing completely different conditions than what we have here in Maryland coastal 
area.  
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You might also consider some vegetable and herb plants.  They blend attractively with other plants 
and provide not only color and interest, but a healthy useable food product.  Many vegetables, and herbs 
especially, thrive in pots and planters. Dinnertime can include some vegetable from our garden or freshly 
clipped herbs from a convenient porch planter.  You don’t need a full -fledged vegetable garden, just tuck 
in a few of your favorites here and there and enjoy them on your table along with a vase of fresh flowers.

The last step for winter planning is to make a list of what plants serve and excite you the most. 
Record how many you need of each, when is the best time to plant them and if you need any special 
supplies. Choose as many native plants as possible. There are hundreds of native plants, shrubs, trees and 
grasses that thrive in Maryland soils and climate. These will require much less care and concern than the 
ornamental imports needing completely different conditions than what we have here in Maryland coastal 
area.  If you must have a favorite plant that is not well suited to our hot humid summers, contain it in a 
planter or localize it in your garden where you can give it the special attention it needs without requiring 
you to work and water your entire yard.  Your goal is to enjoy your garden much more time than you 
work it.  Native plants are the answer.   They are also the ones that will be most effective in bringing birds 
and pollinators to your yard.  

Short list of native choices: Common invasives to avoid
Trumpet honeysuckle Bamboo
Sweetbay Magnolia Bradford pear
Butterfly weed Multiflora Rose
Virginia creeper English Ivy
Chokeberry Chinese/Japanese wisteria
Wild geranium Burning bush
Creeping flox Vinca/ periwinkle

If you must have a favorite plant that is not well suited to our hot humid summers, contain it in a 
planter or localize it in your garden where you can give it the special attention it needs without requiring 
you to work and water your entire yard.  Your goal is to enjoy your garden much more time than you 
work it.  Native plants are the answer.   They are also the ones that will be most effective in bringing birds 
and pollinators to your yard.  

Sponsored by the Chesapeake Interfaith Alliance 
and the Chesapeake Bay Foundation

Sunday, April 24 - Rain Date on May 1
2:00 - 4:30 p.m.

Annapolis Towne Center

FEATURING…. 
* Music
* Faith Readings
* Interactive Displays 
* Environmental and education activities 
* T-Shirt decorating
* Eco-art 
* Earth Care Readings 
* E-Cycling in Whole Foods Market Annapolis Garage
* Industrial Shredder along side Gordon Biersch
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St. Margaret's Church
Contact Information

Phone  410-974-0200  *  Pastoral Emergency 443-837-5463    

The Rev. Peter W. Mayer Rector peter@st-margarets.org
The Rev. Jane Milliken Hague Associate Rector jane@st-margarets.org
Elizabeth Radley Senior Administrator elizabeth@st-margarets.org
James R. Fitzpatrick Director of Music james@st-margarets.org

          Jenelle Mejia                             Children's Ministries         jenelle@st-margarets.org
          Quentin West                            Youth Ministries quentin@st-margarets.org

Laura Tayman Communications Asst. laura@st-margarets.org
Harriet Newquist Bookkeeper office@st-margarets.org
Tricia McVeigh Day School Director tricia@st-margarets.org
Izzy Winn Grants Coordinator ewinn421@verizon.net

Anne Sessions Senior Warden akslctm@earthlink.net
Mark Torrence Junior Warden mhtorrence@verizon.net

Sunday Services: Wednesday Service: The church is always open for
7:30 a.m. - Rite I 7:30 a.m. - Rite II prayers and meditation.
9:00 a.m. - Rite II
10:15 a.m. - Formation Hour
11:15 a.m. - Rite II
Nursery Care - 8:45 to 12:30

Find us @ www.st-margarets.org

Office Hours
Mon-Thurs   9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.


