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As people enter our sanctuary, I want them to feel welcomed and safe. Welcomed as 
children of God, and as fellow sojourners along the way. Safe to ask questions, express 
doubts and be themselves. But I also want to make sure our buildings are safe in a 
physical sense for all who enter. 

Earlier this year, I tasked our junior warden, Mark Torrence to head up a team to fully 
investigate air quality and circulation issues in the sanctuary. There are many facets to 
this, including but not limited to our HVAC unit and duct work, lack of proper circulation, 
humidity levels both outside and inside, along with the existence of allergens such as 
mold in the natural environment. This is something that is likely to be ongoing, hopefully 
something we can manage, for the continued life of the building. 

While we might not see a quick fix, we have been working on this issue for 
the past few years, but our activity has increased over the past several months. For 
example, the removal of the prayer books and hymnals means less porous material for 
mold spores to grow. Soon, we hope to offer new prayer books and hymnals for those 
who want them from a sealed bin in the narthex for use during the service. At this point, 
it would be difficult to either remediate or replace all the prayer books and hymnals 
without risk of inviting more mold spores.

I believe that in my five years here, we have never done as much as we are doing right 
now for the health of our buildings. I am grateful for Mark, and for his team (including 
Phil Graham, Tim Hooper, Mike Wazenski, Bill Bird and Teresa Todd) who have 
volunteered many hours to study and better understand the issues we are facing. As 
solutions are found, we will report them to you. We want to be a responsive and 
responsible organization.

When we fail in that, we want to be able to admit our faults. When we succeed, we 
want to celebrate and acknowledge the work we’ve done. We want to be a place 
where people feel as though they belong, in a comfortable, welcoming and safe 
environment.

Summer Activities
@ St. Margaret's

June 24
Toby's Theater 
Outing

June 29
Froyo Night

July 24
Young Artists' 
Recital

July 26
AAMC Blood Drive

July 27
Froyo Night

August 3-7
Camp Allen

August 22
Episcopal Night
@ Camden Yards
Orioles Game

August 25
Froyo Night

Feeling both welcomed and safe
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A Note from the Vestry

What do we want to become? We'd like to know what you think. Hopefully this 
question ignites some passion and excitement in you, as part of St. Margaret's 
Church. The Vestry is asking you to take part in a process that will yield a focused 
direction that can be led by the Rector, supported by the Vestry, strategized by 
commissions, committees and teams, and executed by the staff, volunteers and 
all ministers of God here at St. Margaret's.

What works for you? How do we articulate this vision? What are we missing? How 
is that connected to stewardship? We want to hear what you value about our 
church, what you see as its potential, and what you believe God is calling us to 
become. We will sponsor conversations on Sundays during coffee hour this 
summer. Please be an active part of this effort. Check Dragon Tales e-news for 
more information.



A visit from local children's book author 
Elaine Allen.
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Staff and Volunteers Update

Harriet Newquist is our new part-time 
bookkeeper who also works part-time in 
Al Todd's office at the Alliance for the 
Chesapeake Bay.

She will be in the church office on Mondays 
and Thursdays.

Harriet’s education is in business 
administration and business law. Before 
joining St. Margaret's, Harriet worked for an 
International Energy Company and a 
sailing retail company.

When she is not working, Harriet is an enthusiastic community 
volunteer. She supports a local children’s arts program as an 
assistant, volunteers at her grandchildren’s school, and is an active 
member at Eastport United Methodist Church.

Meet Our New Bookkeeper

Monday
Susan Roberts

Meet Our Office Volunteers

Though Susan is away 
during the summer 
months, she will be 
back in September 
on Mondays in the 
office. Susan is 

married to Jim Barnett, serves as the church 
liaison with the Day School and coordinates 
the foyers program. She and Jim attend the 
9 a.m. service.

Tuesday AM
Joan Rich

A retired attorney, Joan is a 
familiar face in the office 
on Tuesday mornings, 
"holding down the fort" 
during staff meetings. She is 
married to Bob Rich, serves 
as a Eucharistic Minister at 
the 7:30 a.m. service, 

partiicipates in the Education for Ministry 
program, and participates as a liaison in the 
grants program.

Pam is retired and also 
volunteers at The Light 
House shelter in Annapolis. 
She is married to Marty. She 
attends the 9 a.m. service, 
serves on the Newcomers 
Committee and 
participates in foyers.

Tuesday PM
Pam Blumenthal

Wednesday
Judy Hall

Though Judy is retired, she is 
one of the busiest people 
we know. She heads St. 
Margaret's Guild, serves on 
the History Committee, and 
heads up outreach efforts 
like Relay for Life and 
Winter Relief. She also does 
the shopping for Pick and 
Mix meals & parish events. 

Thursday
Beth Arruda

Beth is also retired and has a physical 
therapy background. She attends the 
9 a.m. service and is very active in our 
missions work, volunteering at the Texas 
refugee camp, as a grants liaison, and 
now the coordinator of the church's Light 
House summer lunch effort.

This summer we will be saying goodbye to 
the Rev. Sarah Lamming.  On August 16th, 
her last Sunday,  we will celebrating her 
ministry with us over the the last three years. 
Please come help us send Sarah off with 
warm wishes and expressions of gratitude for 
all of her hard work as our Associate Rector 
for Youth Formation. If you would like to 
contribute to the purse (a traditional 
monetary gift of thankfulness) please be sure 
to note "Rev. Sarah's purse" in the memo line 
of your check and add to the plate or drop 
off directly to the office.

Farewell to Rev. Sarah

Sunday, August 16

with

Harriet’s memories of growing up around the 
Chesapeake Bay include day trips to the 
beaches in search of sea glass, fossils, sea 
shells, and enjoying all that the water has to 
offer; crabbing, fishing, boating, picnics and 
swimming. She currently resides in Annapolis 
with her husband Tom and their dog Ace. 
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For all who are interested @ St. Margaret's...

Building a Caring Community
A Workshop on Mission & Outreach by the

Community Foundation of Anne Arundel Co.
Speakers:  

Bess Langbein, Exec. Dir.
& Bud Billups, Foundation President

Saturday, May 31, 
Parish Hall, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

For more information, email the Rev. Jane M. 
Hague at Jane@st-margarets.org.

Everything You Wanted to Know About Our Music Program
but Were Afraid to Ask
by James R. Fitzpatrick, Director of Music

Music

These are all questions that have been asked  of me in the past year:

Q. What is your favorite piece of music?
A. Whatever one I am working on at the moment.  I have to find beauty in the 
music or I go crazy.

Q. You don’t have to work very hard, what with the Third Sunday Band giving you one Sunday a month when you 
don’t have to do anything. Right?

A. Actually as music director of the church, I am responsible for the music every Sunday, even when I do not sit at 
the organ or piano.  Most Third Sundays, I am in the congregation, experiencing what worshippers experience 
and looking for how to improve the worship experience.  I try to experience as much as I can on other Sundays as 
well, listening closely to the congregational singing, and watching for sound and other audio/visual issues.

Q. Why do you program all of the hymns I don’t know?  They are always so hard to sing.  (Or – Why don’t we sing 
any good hymns?)

A. All hymns that we don’t know and/or hear regularly are difficult.  We choose hymns first because of trying to 
match the hymn text to the readings of the day.  Secondly, we try to choose at least one hymn each Sunday that 
is considered an “Anglican” hymn.  Thirdly, we try to choose one hymn each Sunday that is historically 
“American.”  Lastly, we try most Sundays to include at least one hymn that is sung in other denominations.  (By the 
way, if you have a favorite hymn, let me know.  I try to work in requests as they fit with the liturgy.)

Q. Do I have to read music to join the choir?
A. No! Music is sound – the ability to make sound is the only requirement for a choir member. If you can hear a 
pitch and match it, you are just what the choir needs! Seriously.  There are no auditions and everyone is invited to 
sit in on a couple of rehearsals to see if the choir is the right match for your interests and time. 

Q. Why don’t we have a pipe organ?
A.  Because we need people like you to help us raise funds. We have a builder under contract and are just 
waiting until we get significant contributions towards the construction and installation of the pipe organ. For the 
time being, as a church, our fundraising effort has gone towards the new formation building.  We don’t want to 
be in competition with that worthy goal.  However, if you have some spare change burning a hole in your pocket, 
come talk with me.  I’ll put it to good use.

Q. What’s next for the Concert Series?
A. We will have a new brochure coming out soon, but let me tease you with some of the music coming down the 
pike at St. Margaret’s:  Full Choral Evensongs in each quarter of the year.  Michael Britt will be returning for 
another silent movie matinee.  Marlissa Hudson, who sang in the Schubert Mass, will be returning for a gala 
evening of song. Ensemble Galilei returns.  William Feasley will play a terrific program of old music for guitar and 
therabo then dazzle with new compositions for the guitar. Peggy Bair, Gary Kirkeby, Ronn McFarlane and 
Ayreheart,, and jazz legend Steve LaSpina are also currently scheduled.  Hopefully one or two more international 
artists will join our lineup to make this another brilliant year of music at St. Margaret’s. 

The International Music Institute Festival 
Young Artists' Recital at St. Margaret's
Thursday, July 23, 2015  7 p.m.

Incredible young musicians from around the world 
perform in concert which is free and open to the 
public. A wonderful opportunity to be treated to 
the amazing talents of these young performers.
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Missions and outreach

Relay for Life 2015: An Amazing Healing Effort for All
 
Some highlights were:

*  We prayed for healing for 100 people who have been 
touched by cancer.
*  We prayed to honor 80 people who have died from 
cancer.
*  We honored 20 survivors and their caretakers in a special 
ceremony at the beginning of the Relay event.
*  The Rev. Peter Mayer offered the opening prayer to 
encourage the over 500 participants.
*  Our Third Sunday Band played over an hour and a half in 
the middle of the night to encourage participants, lifting 
everyone's spirits.
*  22 stalwart walkers came to the Sunday 5 a.m. Eucharist, 
half of whom were not Episcopalians.
*  We raised over $10,000 for the American Cancer Society.
*  We walked 237.8 miles in 14 hours as a team.
*  The most miles walked by an individual team member 
were 22.2 miles by team co-captain Web Chamberlain.

Many thanks to Len Morgan 'King of the Campsite' and his 
cadre of phenomenal helpers. And Judy Hall and Web 
Chamberlain, as co-captains, did an incrediblel job of 
organizing the multiple moving pieces that go into our Relay 
effort.

Lunches for
The Light House --
Sign up once, twice
or multiple times!

 

The Light House shelter distributes 
bagged lunches daily, and  St. Margaret's 
Church has been asked to help by providing at 
least 50 lunches every Monday thru August this 
summer. Their need for feeding families is higher 
during the summer, as low-income children who 
would normally receive free lunch at school, 
come to the shelter for lunches with their families. 
Donations can be brought in on Sunday 
mornings or anytime Monday morning before 9 
a.m. in the parish hall.

If you can help (by providing 10 lunches), go to 
our automated Sign Up Genius link and choose 
which week(s) you wish to participate. The link 
will also be on the front page of our website at 
www.st-margarets.org. More information about 
what to bring and how to package will be 
provided there or you can contact coordinator 
Beth Arruda at maggiebarruda@gmail.com or 
252-671-0718.

July

In addition to providing meals for 
residents of the Light House, the 
Light House also distributes food to 
families in need. Thanks to generous donations from 
churches like St. Margaret's, last year they provided over 
95,000 meals to hundreds of members of our community 
through their Food Pantry program.

July is St. Margaret's month for a food pantry donation 
drive. Here are some of the particular needs:  canned chili, 
oatmeal, coffee, tea bags, dried herbs, soup, whole wheat 
pasta, spaghetti sauce, canned beans, syrup, pancake 
mix, canned tuna, boxed mac and cheese, healthy cereal, 
peanut butter, jelly, powdered creamer, brown rice, salad 
dressing, canned fruit, and bottled water.

Bring your donations anytime to the designated 
box in the church narthex starting the end of June.

         



Page 5 

Foyers Holiday
Gathering

Music

Missions & Outreach

Camp Allen is a wonderful week of giving, loving, 
learning, engaging, and helping others. Begun over 10 
years ago as an outreach program of St Margaret’s, 
Camp Allen provides a week-long summer program for 
families who reside in the Allen Apartments of Annapolis. 
The program is where we share our love of Christ through 
telling stories, making crafts, exploring nature, sharing 
meals, and participating in other activities. We help the 
children to appreciate their larger community by taking 
them on field trips as well. 

What started as a small group of children has evolved 
into last year’s highest registration of 40+ participants 
aged 5-12. Many volunteers are needed including both 
adults and middle/high school aged youth counselors. All 
enjoy the excitement, the weather, and the cooperative 
spirit of the program.  

Last year, parents began to come on site at the 
playground with their other younger children to observe 
and then engage with volunteers.  This allowed for more 
intergenerational involvement, allowed for more ages of 
children to participate, and allowed residents to bond 
with each other and with our volunteers. When we “filled 
the bus” for trips, it included all family members for a new 
opportunity for each of them to spend the summer days 
exploring with their children.

Many of you have expressed interest in helping with 
Camp Allen.  As time restrictions have been a problem in 
the past, this year we will be offering volunteer time slots 
from two hours to all week! 

If you would like more information or wish to volunteer at 
this time, please contact me at vkmattock@yahoo.com 
or 513-226-6270.

Coming Soon:  Camp Allen
Week of August 3-7
By Camp Coordinator Vicki Mattock

Grants Program Provides $90,000 to Nonprofits

Our church recently awarded twelve grants totaling 
$90,000 to nonprofits in the local area and across the 
world. This is the 16th year of the grants program that was 
funded through an endowment from the estate of Ed and 
Zoe Hall, former parishioners. Since the inception of the 
grants program, our congregation has given $2 million in 
funding for 260 grants.

Over 45 members of the parish served on the Grants 
Committee or acted as liaisons to the applicants who 
were chosen to be interviewed by the Grants Committee. 
“The St. Margaret's grants process is very thorough,” said 
the Rev. Jane Milliken Hague, Asst. to the Rector for Mission 
& Outreach. “Our applicants frequently say that it is one of 
the most rigorous they have experienced. We also mentor 
and consult with our applicants when appropriate. 
Parishioners have become deeply involved with some of 
our grantees and serve on their boards or volunteer in 
these projects.”

This year’s grant recipients were:

Avergan Foundation, Anne Arundel County - $3,600

Baltimore International Seafarer’s Center - $5,000

Engineers Without Borders - University of Maryland College 
Park, Ghana Energy Project - $11,000

Serenity Sista’s Recovery Homes for Women, Annapolis - 
$12,000

St. Alban’s Church Glen Burnie Reading Camp - $2,500

LET’S GO Boys and Girls, Annapolis -  $7,500

Five Talents USA/ Mother’s Union, Burundi Africa - $6,000

Seeds 4 Success, Annapolis - $7,500

The Autism Project, Maryland - $7,500

Services from the Heart, Anne Arundel County - $1,500

Dageno Girl’s Center, Tanzania, Africa - $15,900

Rolling Knolls Back Pack Buddies, Annapolis - $10,000

If you would like to participate in next year's grants 
program, please contact the Rev. Jane Hague at 
jane@st-margarets.org or call her in the church office.

WANTED:  Baseball Mitts

St. Margaret's youths Brigid Saroch 
and Hannah Strother will be traveling 
to the Dominican Republic for a 
mission trip this July. Because baseball 
has become such a popular sport 
there, the girls would like to bring 
along baseball mitts to hand out 
to the population with whom they will be working -- any 
size, any type. You can bring the mitts to the church 
office and leave by the fireplace. All donations will be 
needed by Sunday, July 5th.

Watch for announcements detaliling our annual 
Back to School Backpack drive this August!  

mailto:vkmattock@yahoo.com
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I stumbled on a new job in March. As a professional free-lance writer/director/producer, 
I stumble into new jobs in new places all the time, but this position came with no job 
description, and was really outside my field of experience. So I took the advice of 
Proverbs 2:2-5. (I love the King James Bible, it’s lyrical.)

So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding;
Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding;

I thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures;
Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God.

This is how I launched my work as the newest Senior Warden of St. Margaret’s. 

How am I doing?

…apply thine heart to understanding;

Listening has been the driving mission for me over the past few months. First, I had to still my qualms about taking this 
position-- you know those nattering voices (not good enough, not Episcopal enough, not patient enough). Through 
patches of stillness came the quiet in which I could hear. Then I had to go find you and listen to you. This is difficult for 
me. I’m a shy person trapped in an outgoing body. I’m tall, often speak with flailing, dramatic hands, have a booming 
voice… this works against all my attempts to be shy. But I trust this community. If I have learned one thing, it’s that St. 
Margaret’s is safe. Speaking, speaking to strangers, speaking with a mission is hard, but it’s much easier in a 
community that assures me I’m safe here. You won’t bite.

… if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding;

Isn’t that an interesting statement of dynamics? Here’s our pact, St. Margaret’s, this is our agreement, our transaction: 
I ask you for knowledge and you speak for understanding. Thank heavens many of you are not shy. You came 
forward and talked to me immediately. Thank you, Formation leaders; thank you, Financial leaders; thank you, Altar 
Guild. Now I’m looking for others of you. I don’t know nearly enough about the Missions Commission, and the Brothers 
of St. Andrew, and I don’t know nearly enough about what I don’t know anything about. This is where I admit another 
weakness, and I’m asking you to shore me up. In our transaction, if you don’t lift your voice I can’t gain the 
knowledge.

If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures;

I have been astounded at the high level of knowledge, experience, and commitment in our lay leadership. This 
would seem obvious because we’re nestled so close to NASA (I’m looking at you, Junior Warden Mark Torrence), 
USNA, St. John’s College, Washington, D.C., and the like. But every church in our area could make that claim based 
on the same criteria. Here’s what astounds me: you don’t seem to hide your treasures, you use them. You bring them 
to St. Margaret’s and you put them to work. And if you’re not doing this, why not? We need you. In helping through 
outreach efforts, Stewardship work, through volunteering in the office, on the grounds, in the Formation classrooms, 
you are giving those gifts through us to God. 

Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God.

Today, I read this chapter of Proverbs as cyclical, and I return to the first line, seeking wisdom and understanding 
through an inclined ear. In my patches of stillness, I hear from you about our journey seeking the knowledge of God. 
In my new job, I am seeking your treasures and asking you to un-hide them. We can apply our hearts to this. 

A Message from the Senior Warden
Seeking Wisdom and Understanding
by Anne Sessions

Want to contact Anne?  Email:  anne@lctm.biz
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Adult Formation
Formation for Adults -
What will feed your soul?
by the Rev. Jane Milliken Hague
Asst. to the Rector for Mission & Outreach

At St. Margaret’s we believe that our
mission is “transforming lives through 
Christ.” Tangentially, we believe that our 
own lives will be transformed when we 
come to St Margaret’s. What classes, 
studies and work will encourage you towards formation in 
Christ? Where is God calling you?

As we look forward to filling our new Formation building with the 
sounds of happy little people, we are also looking forward to 
filling the rooms with adults who are being transformed by 
studying, sharing and praying together. What would you like in 
the way of adult education and formation?

Please tell me:
• What would you attend?

o Studies and discussion of the Bible?
o Studies and discussions of other relevant books?
o Study and discussion of Christian doctrine?
o Classes on spiritual deepening?
o Something else?

• When would you attend?
o Sunday morning between the 9 o’clock service 

and the 11:15 Service,
o Monday night after the community meal,
o Monday or Thursday morning?
o Another time?

• What commitment would you make?
o Every once in awhile?
o For the period of a specific book study?
o For 10 to 12 weeks for a specific program?

• What are you looking for in attending?
o To meet other seekers and learners in a small 

group setting?
o To learn in a large group?

• Do you feel called
o to help organize or 
o to help teach/lead a class?

Let me hear from you! Call me. Email me. Visit me. Invite me for 
coffee!

Education for Ministry Program --
Growing in Faith and Fellowship

Education for Ministry, or EfM, is a program 
offered at St. Margaret's that is a theological 
education-at-a-distance program of the School 
of Theology of the University of the South in 
Sewanee. 

Participants sign up one year at a time for this 
four-year program. It covers the basics of a 
theological education in the Old and New 
Testaments, church history, liturgy, and theology. 
Students meet once a week, on Wednesday 
mornings in the conference room from Sept. 
through May, under the guidance of trained 
mentors Jim Hall and Kathy Polk. The program 
grants a certificate at the completion of the four 
years and 18 continuing education units for each 
year's work.

EfM includes study of Old and New Testaments, 
but it is much more than a Bible study. You will 
find that EfM teaches you how to think 
theologically, deepens your faith and your 
understanding of our Christian heritage, connects 
you in deep and meaningful ways to a 
supportive community, and provides you with a 
new confidence to be Christ's minister in the 
world. While some dioceses encourage 
candidates for ordination to complete EfM, it is 
designed primarily for lay people.

Prospective students at St. Margaret's may enroll 
each summer for seminar groups beginning every 
fall. If you find your heart is calling 
you to participate, please contact 
Kathy Polk at kkpolk@yahoo.com.

Congraultations to EfM recent graduate Karen 
Engelke for completing her four-year EfM program 
at St. Margaret's.

Coming to a space near you

October 2015

"Searching for Sunday"
by Rachel Held Evans
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Children & Families
ease  join  us  

Still needed for the
2015-16 Year --

Sunday School Teacher for grades 2-5

Gone are the days when you have to prepare your 
own lessons, create your own materials, come up 

with creative activies for learning. 

Using the Spark curriculum, you will have a full 
notebook leading you week by week with 

assigned scriptures, and interactive, 
age-appropriate lessons 

that are fun and easy to use.

Listen to your heart and contact the Rev. Sarah 
Lamming at sarah@st-margarets.org if you believe 
you want to make a difference in the life of a child 

here at St. Margaret's.

Make a Difference in the Life of a Child:
The Teddy Bear Brigade Project

Ryan Campbell of our church has decided that it is time 
to cull her incredibly, large collection of stuffed animals for 
a good cause.  Researching online she found the Teddy 
Bear Brigade, through Gleaning For The World. Among the 
many things the organization does is provide comfort and 
security to children facing tough situations through the gift 
of a stuffed animal.  Through the Teddy Bear Brigade 
ministry, Gleaning For The World collects new and gently 
loved stuffed animals that are distributed to children who 
have suffered abandonment, a natural disaster, sickness, 
disease and war.  Orphans, refugees, abandoned children – 
children who have nothing – are all changed when they 
receive even this small gift as their own. 

So clean out your closets, basements, and bedrooms and 
donate today. A box is available in the church's narthex 
through June. Ryan has been great about making regular 
pickups. The goal is to fill the Campbell's horse trailer and 
they are getting there with the generosity of our 
congregation. Thank you to all who have already donated!

Slots Still Open!
Themed Summer Camps 2015

June 22-26 
Ahoy, Pirates

July 6-17   
Build it, Design it, LEGO Camp

July 20-31  
High and Low Sea Adventures  

2015-16 school year registration
still available for some classes

(410) 757-2333
www.stmargaretsdayschool.org
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AAMC Blood Drive
Rescheduled for
Sunday, July 26
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Each year 3,000 patients at AAMC -- your 
loved ones, your friends, your neighbors 
and, maybe even you -- receive life-saving 
blood transfusions. That's nearly 7,300 units 
of blood needed each year in our 
community. Because there is no substitute 
for human blood, these patients are 
counting on caring people like you to 
donate this precious resource.

AAMC's Blood Donor Center was 
established more than 30 years ago to serve 
the residents of this community. The units 
donated at AAMC's Blood Donor Center 
stay in the community to help the people 
right here. Please help to make sure 
everyone receives the "gift of life" when 
they need it. 

You're Invited to

Broadneck Heritage Day

Saturday, June 27  *  12 to 7 p.m.
Browns Woods Park *  Forest Beach Road

sponsored by Asbury Broadneck AME Church
featuring fun activities for the whole family

From 1692 and for the next 172 years 
St. Margaret’s lived with slavery.  The African-
American history on the Broadneck Peninsula 
largely traces back to the families of St. 
Margaret's Church. Asbury Broadneck United 
Methodist Church (nee Asbury Broadneck AME) 
just across the road from St. Margaret’s Church in 
its own way grew out of St. Margaret’s Church.  

The organizers of Broadneck African-American 
Heritage Day want St. Margaret’s to have a 
presence that day.  Let’s join our neighbors, get 
to know our community, and show with our 
presence that we care.

Upcoming Events/Activities
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History & Archives

Izzy Winn at the gravestone
of The Rev. Samuel Ridout.

Ellie Thompson and the 
Rev. Jane Hague look out 
over Whitehall Creek.

Horatio Ridout died in the 
1901 fire at the home of his 
brother parish registrar 
Zachariah Ridout, MD. The 
fire destroyed all of St. 
Margaret's records except 
the historic parish register 
Horatio managed to save 
before perishing.
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Historical Service 2015
Celebrating in the 1800's

We thank members of the History Committee/
Archives Project for all of their efforts in 
transporting us back to a church service in the 
1800's on Sunday, June 14. The effort was a 
preview to our upcoming 325th anniversary 
celebration in 2017. 
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New Formation Building Progress

With the space of the new building and the temp building being taken away this summer, a committee has been 
formed to study the allocation of space for ministries active on the church campus. If you would like your ministry to 
have space needs considered and have not already been contacted, please call Trish Schilling at 443-534-7009 or 
email her at mdbucks@msn.com. 

Walking, self-guided tours of the new building 
were offered recently to parishioners attending 
the Bluegrass Mass and picnic on June 7th.

If you missed that day and would like to view the 
new building, contact Teresa Todd at 
ttarchitect@aol.com to arrange another time.

For safety precautions, parishioners are not 
allowed to visit the site without scheduling a 
specific time first.

The project is currently on schedule to allow the 
Day School to open its doors for fall classes on 
September 8th and for our Sunday School classes 
to begin on Sepember 20th.

The front entrance of the new building and the 
current office entrance will be re-done with a 
new brick patio, including new landscaping. The 
current gate will be moved forward, and the 
entry to the office will be re-located to the 
conference room doors for a few weeks.
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By Al Todd

St. Margaret's Guild Holds Teddy Bear Day

Members of our Guild recently spent some special 
time with our Day School students during a "Teddy 
Bear" themed activity that included story time, 
music time,  and intergenerational craft making. 

Parish Photos

St. Margaret's Bluegrass Mass

St. Margaret's Guild Holds High Tea

The Guild's annual summer luncheon took a 
"royal" turn as they sponsored a high tea 
catered magnificently by The Light House's 
catering program.
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Loving god's Earth

Be a Bay-Wise Homeowner
By Gail Morton, 
Watershed Steward Academy Candidate

Fact # 2- It takes over 4000 caterpillars to raise 
one brood of tiny chickadees

             The problem is our caterpillar and butterfly 
populations are declining.  There are only 5 locations 
where our state butterfly, the Baltimore Checkerspot, 
still breeds. Why is this happening?  Because we look for 
flashy ornamental imported flowers and shrubs, pushed 
by commercial suppliers, to plant in our yards instead of our own native species. Think about it though.  Before we 
were here, our lands thrived with plants well adapted to our soil, climate and rainfall.  They didn’t require us to add 
fertilizer or water or “protect them” with pesticides and fungicides.  They proliferated without our interference, 
providing food and habit for the local insects, which fed our native birds and smaller animals, which in turn fed the 
larger ones.  Every host plant was suitable under God’s design to providing exactly what was needed to support the 
populations in the area.  Then man decided Bradford pears would be lovely, partnered with English ivy and multiflora 
roses, oriental azalea and dogwood species.  Lovely yes, but they do not feed or provide breeding locations for our 
native insects, butterflies and bees. Butterflies will feed on any flower with the proper sugar ratio but they can only 
lay their eggs on very specific plants. If the plants aren’t there, the butterflies disappear. 

               Summer is a good time to replant your garden areas which died off last year or maybe add a new garden.  
Be bold. Consider choosing only native plant species.  You benefit in four ways.  First, they will flourish because they 
are suited to the soil and climate of the area. Secondly, they require less or no extra chemical fertilizers or pesticides. 
Thirdly, they support our native insects, butterflies and bees and fourthly, (Are you ready?) they require little to no 
maintenance if you plant them properly.  By that I mean planted as closely as you can in large clumps to prevent 
weeds in between.  Then stand back and let them thrive in the conditions that suit them best and don’t cut them 
back in the fall. Praying mantis, ladybugs, bees and caterpillars will winter over in the stems and stalks if you leave 
them standing.  Wait until spring to trim your plantings back and ready them for new growth. 

               Initially you will have to ask a nurseryman or consult a reference about which native plants are best suited to 
your particular garden: sandy vs clay soils, full sun to woodland shade, etc. Once you get the hang of it, they will 
take care of themselves. Instead of all that time you used to spend weeding, replanting, fertilizing, fighting fungus 
and picking off beetles, your neighbors will be envying you sitting in the shade enjoying the butterflies and birds that 
come because you have provided them a proper home. 

               Local nurseries are adding more native plant stock to their inventory each year as more people learn the 
advantage of planting natives and non-invasives.  Homestead Gardens now has an on-staff consultant and web 
page information for homeowners interested in planting native species  The Fish and Wildlife Service has a 
catalogue for the Chesapeake Bay Watershed area, Chesapeake Natives and the greenhouse at Rosaryville State 
Park in Bowie can advise and supply native species or consult the Maryland Native Plant Society on line 
@www.mdflora.org, There are many more resources available from local nurseries and online and any time you feel 
unsure about a rain scaping or conservation planting project just remember the Chesapeake Network at 
www.chesapeakenetwork.org . These folks and our local Arlington Echo staff are very helpful and willing to point you 
in the right direction.

Next time- Fact # 3:  Rain gardens can help infiltrate 100% 
of the runoff from your drainage area.   Can I install a rain 
garden on my property?  What are the benefits?  
How do I get started?	  	  
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Upcoming Events/Activities

Episcopal Night at Camden Yards
Orioles vs. Minnesota Twins
Saturday, August 22
7:05 p.m. Game Time

Orioles magic and the Diocese of 
Maryland, together again. St. 
Margaret's parishioners, families 
and friends will enjoy a great night 
at the ballpark!

Note:  The Diocese has asked that St. Margaret's choirs 
perform the National Anthem, though at this time we 
have not had that confirmed by the Orioles 
organization.

Discounted ticket price:  $8

To order tickets, email info@st-margarets.org with your 
name and the number of seats you are purchasing.

Make checks out to "St. Margaret's Church" with 
"Orioles game" in the memo line. 

Orders due by July 17th.

Limited number of tickets available - 
First come, first serve!

Miss those Monday nights 
of Pick and Mix fellowship
during the summer?

Join us for 
St. Margaret's Froyo Family Nights

Come join the rector at Froyo this summer on 
select Monday nights to celebrate the end 
of school, the wonders of marshmallow 
topping and get to know other St. 
Margaret’s parishioners. Door prizes, 
acapella singing and lots of baseball talk are 
on tap. No RSVP necessary, just show up 
between 7 and 8 p.m. on the following 
dates:

Monday, June 29

Monday, July 20

Monday, August 17

Froyo is in the Bay Hills 
Shopping Center on College 
Parkway at Bay Hills Drive.

The Chapman Dialogues: Conversations on Faith, the Claggett Center and the Episcopal Diocese of 
Maryland proudly present The Right Reverend Michael B. Curry, bishop of North Carolina, as the 
keynote speaker and presenter of a three-day retreat designed to inspire, enliven and educate. Clergy 
and laity of all faiths are invited to the rolling hills near Frederick, Maryland, to participate in this 
meaningful exchange of ideas that focus on the challenges of faith in contemporary society. The 
program includes plenary sessions with Bishop Curry, workshops, and additional opportunities for 
learning and leisure. The conference begins on Sunday evening and ends on Wednesday 
morning. Cost is $395. * Note:  There is a $25 late registration fee after July 31.

For more information and registration, go to http://www.claggettcenter.org/programs.php.



St. Margaret's Church
Contact Information

Phone  410-974-0200  *  Fax  410-757-5334  *  Pastoral Emergency 443-837-5463    

The Rev. Peter W. Mayer Rector peter@st-margarets.org
The Rev. Sarah Lamming Associate Rector sarah@st-margarets.org
The Rev. Jane Milliken Hague Asst. to Rector jane@st-margarets.org
James R. Fitzpatrick Director of Music james@st-margarets.org
Laura Tayman Communications Dir. laura@st-margarets.org
Tricia McVeigh Day School Director tricia@st-margarets.org
Izzy Winn Grants Coordinator ewinn421@verizon.net

Anne Sessions Senior Warden akslctm@earthlink.net
Mark Torrence Junior Warden mhtorrence@verizon.net

Sunday Services: Wednesday Service: The church is always open for
7:30 a.m. - Rite I 7:30 a.m. - Rite II prayers and meditation.
9:00 a.m. - Rite II
10:15 a.m. - Formation Hour Saturday Service:
11:15 a.m. - Rite II 5:00 p.m. - Rite II
Nursery Care - 8:45 to 12:30

Find us @ www.st-margarets.org

                                                      


