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New Beginnings, New   Getting Ready to Do Great Things
By the Rev. Peter W. Mayer, Rector
peter@st-margarets.org

Summer Events

Foyers Picnic
May 15

Guild Summer 
Luncheon

June 1

Bluegrass Mass &
Parish Picnic

June 5

Choral Evensong
June 19

Interfaith Peace
Art VBS

June 28-30

St. Margaret's Day
July 17 

Intermuse Music
Festival Recital

July 22

Karaoke Night
July 30

Camp Allen
August 1-5

Bubble Mania
August 7

I take baths, but not Sabbaths. While I always understood the need, I never have gotten my 
act together to completely shut down for a day. I honestly can’t imagine missing an 
important game because it falls on my day of rest. I have a certain amount of jealousy and 
loathing (I loathe in love though) for people who are dedicated enough to make a Sabbath 
a part of their spirituality.

But I don’t. 

Instead the ways in which I practice self-care are myriad: I try to get to the gym a few times 
a week, I practice self-forgiveness often as well as confession to my LORD AND GOD. My 
prayer life is more of an ongoing, white noise-ish conversation with God. This is good in 
the sense that it is ongoing, but bad in the sense that it is easy to keep it in the background.

One of the goals for my sabbatical, but not the only goal, is to develop a better self-care 
routine for myself. This will help me be a better priest, and will hopefully lessen the 
likelihood of burnout, enabling me to serve St. Margaret’s effectively for a long time to 
come. As some of you know, my wake-up routine is simple: feed the cats, make tea, check 
Twitter. Where’s the prayer? Where’s the meditation? Where’s the day’s intention? This needs 
to change. 

I also hope to work on my presence. Not the magnetic presence that charms and attracts all 
who meet me; that needs no work. I would like to be more present in the moment. In “The 
Screwtape Letters”, C.S. Lewis warns us that God wishes us to live in the present, which is 
the ‘point at which time touches eternity’. Our culture, and the Devil (in Lewis’ book) 
wants us to either live in the past, which is ‘frozen and no longer flows’ or the future which 
causes us to always chase rainbows instead of being happy now. 

Frankly, one of the best spiritual practices I know that practices presence is golf. Yes, golf. 
One has to forgive bad shots, misthinking, poor aim as well as not look ahead to the next 
hole or the after-round massage (never had one.) One must be purely in the moment, over 
the ball, visioning the shot, emptying one’s mind of any distractions. There exists a 
tremendous link between spirituality and golf, between being present and the connection 
we feel with the land and with nature. I hope to explore this.

The idea of self-care and presence brings me to the importance of family. This time of 
sabbatical will be a time for me to spend some unfettered time with them. I am very lucky 
to not only have a family to spend this time with, but a church family that supports it. I 
want to thank the Vestry and the wardens for their support. I want to thank my staff for their 
support and willingness to continue the strong work that St. Margaret’s does. I want to 
thank the parishioners who will continue to step into leadership roles in my absence and 
will be ready to do great things in the coming years. I can’t wait. Thank you. 



ease 
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Do you have questions about the Bible or your 
own faith?  

Do you want to ask questions in a safe 
environment?

Then EfM might be for you. 
Education for Ministry 

St. Margaret’s is graduating three EFM 
participants this year:  Joan Rich - St. Margaret’s, 
Angela Eggleston-Howard from St. Anne’s, and 
Anne Arms from St. Luke’s.  We are looking for 
new replacements to begin with us in September 
2016.  The EfM program invites people into 
small, mentored classes that help us to better 
understand our lives and share our actions as we 
deepen our Christian faith. EfM is a four-year 
study program through the School of Theology at 
the University of the South, Sewanee, Tennessee. 
Participants look at the bible historically, 
literally, metaphorically, theologically, and 
"scientifically" (using science now known, we 
can apply dates, ascribe authorship, have 
political background, etc.).

The class meets on Wednesdays from 9 until 
11:30 a.m. weekly September through May.  
Please contact Kathy Polk (kkpolk@yahoo.com 
or 410-757-0989) or Jim Hall 
(jhhall1942@verizon.net or 410-956-5120 or 
Karen Engelke (karenengelke@aol.com or 
410-562-3624).  The cost is $350 and includes 
all texts.  Scholarship help is available.  If a need 
arises, an evening class may be made available.  
Students who have completed a year or more 
previously are encouraged to join and complete 
the program; or if you want to explore EfM 
through the new texts, you are very welcome.   
The time to sign-up is June 1 so that texts will be 
available for you when class begins in 
September.

A Message from the Senior Warden
By Anne Sessions, anne@lctm.biz

In a tiny bar near Loch Donvegan 
on the Isle of Skye I met a merchant 
mariner and highlander who knew 
the Chesapeake, the Port of Baltimore, 
and many more American maritime 
landmarks. I had a grand time talking 
to him about life on board a cargo ship, travel, and the 
people he had met. At some point I asked him, how are 
we doing, we Americans? He shook his head and quickly 
responded, “Ye work too much.”
 Of course we work – that’s how we get things done. 
That’s how we move ahead, that’s how we meet our 
community’s expectations and family needs. However, that 
focus on work gets out of balance.
 We need a balance of work, play and spiritual 
formation.
 But even with all the care we give to being balanced 
there’s a point at which we need a break.
 We need a sabbatical.
 Corporations like Adobe, The Boston Consulting 
Group, and Price Waterhouse Cooper agree. They write a 
sabbatical provision into their employee agreements. They 
politely ask their valued partners and employees to close 
up their laptops. Get out of the building. Go refresh.

Think you know where I’m going with this?
 And that’s why Peter’s going on sabbatical.

It is essential that our rector have time to renew, time 
to refresh his spirit and to return to us energized and with 
a clear sense of purpose.  It is even included in his 
employment agreement. 

The cushion on which our pastors rest is us, the 
congregation. So when the rector goes on Sabbatical, we 
take time for reflection as well. How well are we meeting 
our goals as a congregation?  What are we doing to fulfill 
our spiritual mission? This is our opportunity to regenerate 
our spirits and the commitment that supports our many 
missions, our community and our rector. Peter’s time away 
is our sabbatical time as well.
 What restores and renews you? Time to worship on 
any day but Sunday? Time to visit members with the 
Eucharist? Teach the children in the neighborhoods you 
only read about in the paper? Make dinner and feed 
others? It’s time to stretch, to give and to receive. Time to 
do something different, to listen to your spirit when it says, 
“This is what I need.”

And when we all return, be able to say in good faith, 
I am renewed. 
 

mailto:kkpolk@yahoo.com
mailto:jhhall1942@verizon.net
mailto:karenengelke@aol.com
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                                                                                        Upcoming music events

    Hymns

    Readings 

    Chants

    Anthems

HyJune 19 - 5 p.m.

with the Choirs of St. Margaret's

Intermuse International 
Institute Music Festival

Student Recital Concert
Friday, July 22, 2016

Young musicians from around the 
world travel to the institute for an 
intense period of practice and 
pedagogy. St. Margaret's will host 
the best of the best in a recital. 
There is no charge for admission.

                                                                                        Upcoming Light House Events
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A Summer of Fun

Thank you to everyone who has offered 
their support, as I take on the role of 
priest-in-charge during Peter’s sabbatical. 
Peter, the wardens, Elizabeth Radley, 
senior administrator, and I have been
planning for awhile to prepare for Peter’s being away.  The 
wardens and Vestry, as well as the parish, take on 
additional responsibilities in the absence of the rector. It 
will be an important time for all of us to live into our God 
given leadership!

So….lets have some fun! Please take note of all the 
opportunities to have playtime this summer. Ball games? 
Theater trips? BBQ’s and Bubbles? Karaoke? We got it!

One very special day will be July 17 when we honor St. 
Margaret of Antioch. It is our matronal feast day, and we 
are planning a parish picnic and lots of fun and games to 
celebrate. It will be a ‘No Sock Sunday’ to honor the 
Annapolis tradition. Wear your casual clothes and enjoy 
the many activities planned for the day. We will also send 
forth our J2A pilgrims as they travel to Appalachia. 

On Sunday mornings, I will be here except on June 26 
when I will be in Maine for my son’s wedding. The Rev. 
Elizabeth Masterson will be preacher and celebrant on 
that Sunday. Elizabeth recently retired from the Diocese 
of New Jersey and is a friend of parishioner, Kathy Polk. 
We also welcome two guest preachers. Patti Sachs, a 
postulant for Holy Orders, who will be preaching on 
Sunday, July 24 and the Rev. David Berg, head of Spiritual 
Care at Anne Arundel Hospital Center, will be preaching 
on August 14. 

By the Rev. Jane M. Hague
jane@st-margarets.org Bluegrass Mass

& Parish Picnic
Sunday, June 5

Outdoors on the SMC campus (weather permitting)
Bring your lawn chairs and blankets

       Eucharist with music at 11:15 a.m.
     led by the Third Sunday Band

                              Parish Picnic afterwards
                Hamburgers & hot dogs provided
                    Last Names A-O - Sides/Salads

                   Last Names P-Z - Desserts

SATURDAY, JULY 30  
7 P.M.
PARISH HALL

ALL WELCOME!
SHARE YOUR TALENTS WITH OTHERS

St. Margaret's Day
Sunday, July 17

*Special Liturgy

*Food, fun, & games
for all ages

Check Dragon Tales & 
Sunday bulletins

for more information.

Bubble Mania!
Sunday, August 7

4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.

BBQ Supper
Bring a side dish or dessert to share!

Featuring a night of fun with
bubble making &bubble body inflatables

Fun for the whole family! 
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Wednesday, July 13
Toby's Dinner Theatre

Matinee Lunch Performance

Join other St. Margaret's parishioners as we travel 
to Columbia to see the exciting Baltimore-based 

hit Broadway musical "Hairspray."

Lunch begins 11:00
Show begins at 12:30

Group Tickets are $50 total 
for lunch & show

Purchase tickets online at
www.st-margarets.org

or
write a check to "St. Margaret's Church"

with "Hairspray" on the memo line

Tickets are first-come, first-serve

Call the church office today to reserve a seat!

Episcopal Night @ 
Camden Yards

Tuesday, August 16
7:05 p.m.

O's vs. Red Sox

Join Episcopalians around 
Maryland in a night of great 

fellowship & baseball

Look for ticket order
information in Dragon Tales & 

Sunday announcements

St. Margaret's Guild
Summer Luncheon
Wednesday, June 1

11:30 a.m. @ Cafe Mezzanotte

Tickets $30 each
Pay with credit card online at

www.st-margarets.org
or by check to "St. Margaret's Church"
with "Guild Luncheon" in the memo line

Picnic & Play
Monday Nights
This Summer

Love	  Monday	  nights	  and	  s0ll	  want	  to	  
Fellowship	  through	  the	  summer?	  	  Join	  us	  on	  
Mondays	  during	  the	  summer	  for	  Picnic	  and	  Play	  
Nights	  hosted	  by	  the	  Schwappach	  Family.	  	  Bring	  
a	  blanket	  and	  picnic	  dinner	  for	  your	  family	  and	  
join	  everyone	  outside	  in	  their	  backyard	  for	  some	  
fun	  and	  fellowship.	  Contact	  Lindsey	  Schwappach	  
for	  their	  address	  and	  more	  informaCon-‐	  
Richard_Lindsey2005@yahoo.com
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May 21-22

Anne Arundel 
Community 

College

Support the 
SMC Team

Dragonslayers!
#1 - 
Give us Names to Pray For- 
Stop by the Relay table on 
Sunday and add names of 
loved ones who are fighting 
or died from cancer. We will 
take the names with us as 
we walk. #2 - 

Make a Donation- 
You can drop by the Relay 
table and write a check to 
the "American Cancer 
Society" with "St. Margaret's 
Team" in the memo line. 
Our goal is to raise $10,000!

Mission & Outreach

There is no shortage of good work happening 
in our community and in the world. But what 
is the good work we at St. Margaret’s Church 
(SMC) want to do? Where do we want to direct our 
finite resources? The members of SMC’s Missions 
Commission have spent a lot of time thinking about 
the nature of our outreach and its impact. 

The Commission seeks to promote two overarching 
principles in the mission work done and funded by 
SMC: to build relationships and to empower the 
people we serve to greater independence. We want 
parishioners to build layers of relationships, 
engaging with each other, the people we serve and 
with the organizations with whom we choose to 
partner. And we want our partner organizations to 
have positive relationships with their clients.

Of course, the Commission wants the work 
parishioners do to have positive outcomes. The 
yardstick we have chosen is whether the outreach 
respects the gifts and strengths of the people served 
in a way that leads them to independence. In such 
an environment, students would learn to read, solve 
math problems, write resumes, and hold down jobs. 
Parents would develop the skills to feed, clothe and 
shelter their families. Even better, these individuals 
would grow to the point that they are willing and 
able to offer a helping hand to others.

The Missions Commission would like to see the 
outreach at SMC evolve, not because it’s bad, but 
because it can be better. The process has already 
begun with Camp Allen, an incredibly successful 
program, which is inviting the parents of the 
campers to be involved in the planning and running 
of the camp. Giving school supplies is a worthy 
endeavor, but as a parish, we could adopt a school 
and tutor and mentor the students who need help.  

Making the transition from some of our legacy 
charities to more engaged outreach will be 
challenging because it’s difficult to say no to good 
intentions and because relationship building is 
hard, time-consuming and exasperating work. But 
that work builds a Christian community while it 
strengthens the communities we live in.  

By Ann Lallande, Missions Commission Chair
a.l.lallande@gmail.com

for the Light House in July 2016

St. Margaret's Church has designated July as the 
month to stock the pantry of the Light House 
homeless shelter of Annapolis. Please bring 
donations to the narthex in July. Especially 
needed are:  bottled water, canned chicken or 
tuna, canned tomatoes, canned fruit, cereal, mac 
and cheese, peanut butter, jelly, spaghetti, and 
rice.



For all who are interested @ St. Margaret's...
Building a Caring Community

A Workshop on Mission & Outreach by the
Community Foundation of Anne Arundel Co.

Speakers:  
Bess Langbein, Exec. Dir.

& Bud Billups, Foundation President

Saturday, May 31, 
Parish Hall, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

For more information, email the Rev. Jane M. 
Hague at Jane@st-margarets.org.
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GEDCO -Govans Ecumenical Development Corp. (Baltimore): $5,000 for their emergency assistance program 
for eviction prevention;

Centro de Ayuda/Center for Help (Anne Arundel County): $5,000 for general assistance with their walk-in center 
serving mostly non-English speaking Hispanic/Latino population integrating into the county;

Five Talents (Burundi, Africa):  $4,500 to complete the three-year project creating savings and loan groups to 
empower individuals to convert skills and talents into life sustaining jobs and businesses.

Partners in Care, Inc. (Anne Arundel County):  $7,500 for a one-time database upgrade to align staff and 
volunteers with programming and delivery services for seniors.

Dageno Girls Center (Tanzania, Africa):  $6,000 to develop a sustainable agricultural education program for 
100 girls at the center to cultivate food for their own consumption and a recycling system to irrigate gardens;

CRCA of Liberia (Liberia, Africa):  $2,000 for the missionaries program of sustainable farms worked by poor 
families in exchange for paying government required school tuition;

Rebuilding Together (Anne Arundel County):  $7,000 for a total home renovation for two homes for local low 
income families; 

The Arc of the Central Chesapeake Region (Anne Arundel County):  $7,000 for funds for crisis intervention for 
families of children with intellectual or developmental disabilities when insurance falls short; 

Harford Family House (Harford County):  $7,500 for their “Wheels for Work” program, helping 
clients commute to and from work as they build skills and equity toward car ownership;

SEED Fund, Inc. (Ghana, West Africa):  $10,000 for the installation of six donated solar power 
panels to assume electricity 24/7 at a community health hospital serving 8 villages in Ghana 
(Note:  a parishioner of St. Margaret’s donated the solar panels.);

Touchstones Discussion Project (Maryland):  $10,000 for a pilot curriculum based on empowerment for female 
prisoners;

Chesapeake Region Accessible Boating (Chesapeake Bay region): $3,500 one-time request to 
purchase a specialized control system to enable quadriplegic sailers to sail independently; and

Barakat Bundle (India): $10,000 for start-up cost of locally manufacturing 750 bundles distributed 
to the first time poor and illiterate mothers in Gujarat, India to lower high infant and maternal 
mortality rate.

From home renovations to solar power installations to technology implementation, St. 
Margaret’s Church of Annapolis recently awarded 13 grants for a total of $85,000 to nonprofit 
organizations making life-changing differences for persons locally, regionally, and around the world. 
This is the 18th year the church has issued grants from endowment earnings since receiving an 
unrestricted bequest from the estate of the late Edwin and Zoe Hall. To date, St. Margaret’s has given 
grants for a total of 271 grants totaling over $2.2 million since the inception of the program in 1997.

This year’s 13 recipients were selected from 31 applicants. A committee of 12 parishioners 
reviewed all 47 applications and, with assistance of 32 parishioner liaisons, reviewed, interviewed 
and evaluated applications. 

We give thanks to the Grants Committee of 2016:  Jim Barnett, Web Chamberlin, Lisa Hall, 
Sarah Hyde, Justyn Kopack, Sheryl Ostrye, Janice Roper-Graham, Bill Saur, Sam Sloan (Chair), 
Dawn Staniszewski, Ty Stinson, and Holly Williams, with special thanks for coordinator Izzy Winn.
  

2016 Endowment Grant Awardees



A visit from local children's book author 
Elaine Allen.

 

                   Summer 2016                     
                  www.st-margarets.org

Mission & Outreach
What would it be like to be homeless? What would you 
take in your backpack if you had to leave home forever?

This summer as a parish we will be learning more about 
what it feels like to be homeless from many perspectives. 
Communications Assistant Laura Tayman and Coordinator 
of Family Ministries Jennele Meija have created a 
workbook with family activities to lead us through what it 
is like to be without permanent shelter. Justin Bieler, head 
of the Homeless Coalition of Anne Arundel County, calls 
the approach and the workbook ‘amazing’. Books will be 
available the first week of June both in the church office 
and on our website.

As part of this program we are again helping the Light 
House shelter feed hungry families this summer. We will be 
making about 50 lunches to deliver to the Shelter from the 
middle of June to the end of August. The particulars of what 
is involved and how to volunteer will be in DragonTales in 
the coming weeks. Beth Arruda (252-671-0718) and Kacky 
Carter are co-leaders of this mission. 

Camp Allen
Aug. 1-5

For many years, St. Margaret's 
volunteers have donated a week of 
summer to provide the children of the 
Allen Apartments in Annapolis a week-
long day camp full of fun, music, 
games, crafts, and faith lessons. Many 
of the families in that community are 
not able to travel during the summer, 
so we provide fun in their own 
community as well as take field trips to 
a local beach and pool and other 
locations. 

Volunteers of all ages are needed!  
Look for a sign-up in Dragon Tales, 
Sunday announcements, and on our 
website. For questions, ask director 
Sarah Hyde at smhyde@aol.com.

Our knitters will continue meeting 
throughout the summer on their 
usual first Saturday of the month at 
9 a.m. in the administrative 
conference room. The group 
lovingly makes prayer shawls and 
squares for those needing special 
comfort.

All are welcome!  If you don't knit, 
you will be shown how!

For more information, contact Jane 
Piche at star2d2@aol.com.



9

Church Camera

Celtic Mass 2016

Guild Program 
with

Day School 
Students

Easter 2016
Photos by Chris Edwards, Laura Tayman.

Don't make us use old photos! 
New Directory Coming Soon

We have lots of new members, and it is time to
produce a new church photo directory! We will be taking 
photos in the Fellowship Hall in July and August. Please 
sign up using our automated link to Signup Genius on the 
front page of our website, or email Laura Tayman at 
laura@st-margarets.org, or call Laura in the church office 
for a specific time. Or you can submit your own photo by 
email to Laura.
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Children/Families/Youth
By Jenelle Mejia
Coordinator, Family Ministries
jenelle@st-margarets.org

Vacation Bible School
     @ St. Margaret's
           Interfaith Peace Art Camp

June 28-30, 2016
9 a.m. - 12:45 p.m.
 

Go to the VBS page at
www.st-margarets.org for

* Student Registration
(For grades K-6 in the 2016-17 year.)

* Youth Helper Registration
(For grades 7-12 in the 2016-17 year.)

* Adult Volunteer Sign-ups

Required T-shirts are $10 each-
You can order on church website.

Bring a NUT-FREE snack each day.  

Childcare available for children under 6 
of parent volunteers. 

Email Jenelle@st-margarets.org for more info!  

We had a very positive "Future 
of Formation" meeting on May 1.  We talked 
about the struggles we face as busy families and 
how that translates into our church life.  As we 
move forward, we will be intentional with our 
programs for our youth and children.  This will 
mean you may see some differences in the 
programming.   

The first difference you will notice will be the 
structure of Sunday morning youth programs. We 
have an excited curriculum team in place to 
research and choose a new, updated curriculum 
to use with our middle and high school students 
next year.  We hope it will engage our students in 
a way that relates to them and is welcoming to all 
who attend our church.  

Along with this, our groups will morph a bit.  All 
middle schoolers (grades 6, 7 and 8) will be in a 
group and all high schoolers (grades 9, 10, 11 and 
12) will be in another group. Older youth will be 
encouraged to be leaders within their groups.  We 
will offer a confirmation class next year to those 
high school students wishing to take part. 

It’s an exciting time in youth and children’s 
ministry here at St. Margaret's. If you have an 
interest in being a part of formation planning, 
contact me!   

A note about summer -- Because my position is 
part-time (full time hours for part of the year), I 
will not be on campus during the month of July.  
In August, I will be on campus one day a week 
and some Sundays. My regular hours resume for 
the most part in September. 	  

Vacation Bible School Outreach Project

For our Vacation Bible School outreach project, 
we'll make "Lunches of Love" for the Light House 
shelter.  (See page 6.)  

We will be collecting lunch-making supplies during 
the three days of Vacation Bible School and inviting 
families back to SMC on Sunday, July 3 to assemble 
100 sack lunches. More information to come!
____________________________
Welcome our VBS Co-Director

We welcome Sara Devane who will 
assist in VBS planning and 
implementation with Jenelle this 
year. Sara has extensive experience with VBS, and 
we are thrilled to have her on this year's team.
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There are so many things to be thankful for this school year!  Here at SMC we are bursting with gratitude 
for our volunteers who have put the time and efforts into the lives of our children, youth and families.  We 
invite you to our Bluegrass Mass and picnic on June 5 where we will acknowledge the efforts of our 
acolyte leaders, teachers, children’s chapel leaders, Monday night crew and volunteer nursery workers.  
 
A great BIG special THANK YOU goes out to some of our youth and children leaders who are changing 
directions in the ministry next school year.

• Dalyn Huntly began volunteering occasionally in Godly Play under the leadership of Jeanne Nardi 
in 2010.  In 2013 she took over leadership of the program and directed it for 3 years.  She has a 
long history with Godly Play dating back to 2003.  Next year she will be stepping down from 
leadership but will continue to lead the story periodically in the Kindergarten and first grade class.  
Gwen Davis who has many volunteer years in Godly Play under her belt, has graciously agreed to 
step up into the leadership position.  A great big THANK YOU to Dalyn for your commitment to the 
children’s program of Godly Play.  We are happy that your smiling face won’t be too far away! 

• Jeff and Alice Conover began their leadership journey in 2003 when they taught the Rite 13 class.  
They continued by hosting the J2A Pilgrimage in 2014.  After, they facilitated the YAC group 
helping them round out the completion of their program this year.  Jeff drafted an Amendment to 
include a youth member on the Vestry when he served. Alice has been a fabulous assistant to 
Sarah, and both Jeff and Alice have filled in when necessary to help Jenelle. We THANK Jeff and 
Alice for their continued work in youth ministry and are sad to see them step down from leading 
classes, but we are thrilled that they will remain involved in youth ministry on the Family Ministry 
Planning Team as well as helping out with small tasks in the future. 

• Anne Thomas, Doug Castonguay and Margaret Kaii-Zeigler have facilitated our J2A class for the 
past 2 years.  They will round out their journey by going on the pilgrimage to the Appalachia area 
of Kentucky this summer with their group.  They have put great efforts into leading, fundraising, 
fellowshipping and guiding our J2A group through a journey to find themselves and their 
relationship with God.  Anne and Margaret have been avid supporters of the youth program and 
assisted when their children went through the programs here at SMC.  Once this J2A class ends, 
Margaret plans to take a break and refresh on Sunday mornings in the Heretics Class. Anne is 
searching for a way to continue to plug into youth ministry and is working on updated emergency 
forms for the youth and children’s ministries. She will be the onsite nurse during VBS. Doug has 
younger children who are engaged in children’s ministries and he continues to support family 
ministries through his Vestry seat where he is a representative for parish life.  We send out a great 
BIG THANK YOU to these fine parishioners for their outstanding job with our youth.       

An EXTRA SPECIAL THANK YOU goes out to those teachers and Children’s Chapel volunteers who are 
coming back NEXT year to lead our children and youth in Sunday Morning study:

Godly Play- Gwen Davis, Ruth Harmon, Dalyn Huntley, Jennifer Albanese, Matt Chasse, Tommy Bowers 
and Tim Parker
Second and Third Grade—Tammy Anderson, Doreen Campbell and Lisa Body
Fourth and Fifth Grade—Tracy Blamphin, Stephanie Ceruolo and Nancy Saroch
Grades 6, 7, and 8 —Julie and Kurt Svendsen and Catherine Kelly
Grades 9, 10, 11 and 12 Grade—Kirsten Tolley, Elizabeth Parker and Richard Schwappach 
Children’s Chapel—Jennifer Albanese, Ernie Tucker, Pam Roth, Arvilla Wubbenhorst, Danielle Rubino, 
Sydney Davis, Ella Tomko, Froggi Jackson, Myrna Bein and Teresa Todd.

Children/Families/Youth



                            Summer 2016                                          
                        www.st-margarets.org

Children/Families/Youth
Youth	  Pilgrimage	  2016

Nine of our J2A students will be embarking on their 
pilgrimage under the direction of their adult leaders. 
Over the last two years, they have participated in 
numerous fundraising events such as the Holiday 
Bazaar each fall, running and coordinating the Chili 
Cook-off each winter, and caring for children at 
their Parents' Night Out.  They have participated in
J2A discussions and taken part in planning their 
pilgrimage. They have completed service projects 
like helping during winter relief and preparing and 
making dinner at the Light House shelter. They 
helped the Brotherhood of St Andrew's with neighborhood clean-ups, 
went on Night Watch in Philadelphia, and had a weekend experience at Heifer International Village. 

During their pilgrimage, the students will be learning about the varied cultures in the Appalachian region.  
They will participate in the life of the community and complete a service project. They will have 
opportunities to reflect about their experience in prayerful and contemplative ways and will self-reflect on 
their relationship with God and on the role they will play in the world in order to make a difference.  

As the following students prepare for their journey to St. Timothy’s Episcopal Outreach Center in Irvine, 
Kentucky in July, we ask you to keep them and their leaders in your prayers.    

* Crispin Blamphin * Sydney Davis * Leah Ostrye * Abigail Wenz * Rita Veno * Julia Kanamine-Surrick 
* Lydia Goldthwait * Kyrone De Los Santos * Nellie Bowers 

* Doug Castonguay (leader) * Anne Thomas (leader) * Margaret Kaii-Zeigler (leader)

You will have one final opportunity to support this dynamic group of students before their pilgrimage. They 
will have a “Wall of Needs” display for final planning in the Parish Hall during coffeehour in the next few 
weeks. Please consider stopping by and seeing how you can help. 	  

Our final Faith and Fellowship night for this school year is 
Monday, June 6. Activities start at 5 p.m. with dinner at 
6 p.m. for $3 per person.

Our first Faith & Fellowship Night for the new year will be 
Sept. 12th.

A special thank you goes out to all those who have made Monday Night Faith and Fellowship truly special this 
year, including:  the kitchen crew led by the fabulous Carolyn Surrick—Allison Mayer, Anne Sessions, Katy 
Strother and Nancy Karpeles; the dishwashers—Elizabeth Kopack, Rick Farran and Peter Mayer; acolyte leaders
—Tom Bein and George Breeden; children’s art leaders—Arvilla Wubbenhorst and Tonya Farran; and set up 
and tear down crew—Tom Bein, George Breeden and Ponch Mejia.



Sunday, April 17 
7:30 p.m.

Sunday, May 8 - 4 p.m.
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Youth Mental Health First Aid  Workshop
When:  Saturday, August 20 (Full Day)
Cost:  $40
Where:  St. Margaret’s Church     
                                                  
This Youth Mental Health First Aid workshop is designed to teach parents, family members, 
caregivers, teachers, school staff, peers, neighbors, health and human services workers, and 
other caring citizens how to help an adolescent (age 12-18) who is experiencing a mental health or addiction 
challenge or is in crisis. Youth Mental Health First Aid is primarily designed for adults who regularly interact 
with young people. The course introduces common mental health challenges for youth, reviews typical 
adolescent development, and teaches a five-step action plan for how to help young people in both crisis and 
non-crisis situations. Topics covered include anxiety, depression, substance use, disorders in which psychosis 
may occur, disruptive behavior disorders (including AD/HD), and eating disorders. Contact 
jenelle@st-margarets.org for more information or to sign up.  

*Congratulations to SMDS for being named an official 
Maryland Green School by the Maryland Assn. for 
Environmental & Outdoor Education. Their awards ceremony 
is May 13 at Sandy Point State Park.

*Congratulations to our Kindergarten graduates - Camila 
Alarcon, Noah Baer, Michael Corrado, Bryan Davis, Colton 
Goldstein, Liam Heist, Alex Kapikian, Emmie Land, Allen 
Mayer, Oliver Murphy, Matthew Parker, Annie Smits, Jack 
Spinks, Reid Stangle, Maxwell Taylor, Brady Tenshaw, and 
Andrew Woodward.  The ceremony will take place on Friday, 
June 10, with Family Fun Day on the campus following.

*There are still some spaces in the fall classes for the two- 
and three-year old programs.

*Our Kindergarten class is partnering with Old Mill Middle 
School for STEM activities, visiting the school's 8th grade 
planetarium on June 1.

To register or for more information, go to
www.stmargaretsdayschool.org.

Annie Bowers from Broadneck High School
heading to the University of the South

Cashin Conover from Corcoran Institute at GW Univ.

Jeff Conover from St. John's College

Sanni Gargano from Broadneck High School
heading to Bridgewater College

Elisa Heacock from Johns Hopkins University
headed to UPenn Veterinary School

Alex Mohler, from Broadneck High School
heading to Temple University

Raymond O'Donnell from Severna Park High
heading to St. John's College

Jack Pingle from the Landon School in Bethesda
heading to Columbia University

Grandson of Rex and Katharine Pingle

Forrest Ridenhour from University of Maryland
heading to Jet Propulsion Lab in Pasadena, CA

Pamela Smth-Purgason from Towson University
to teach in Baltimore City Schools

Ryan M. Smith from Oklahoma State University
Grandson of Roy & Anne Haugh

*Registration is still open for our 
summer camps that start June 13th. 
Themes this year include LEGO, 
pirates, rainbows, and safaris!

mailto:jenelle@st-margarets.org
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Environmental Stewardship
Be a Baywise Homeowner
Article # 7-At Home with the Natives
By Gail Morton

After two years of being educated and lobbied 
about the loss of our bee and insect pollinator 
populations, the Maryland General Assembly 
passed the Pollinator Protection Act during it’s 
recent legislative session.  House Bill 211/Senate 
Bill 198 specifically prohibits the use of 
neonicotinoid based pesticides for sale in 
Maryland after January 1, 2018. This includes pet 
products used to prevent fleas, ticks and 
heartworms; personal care preventives for 
bedbugs and lice; indoor pest products such as 
ant bait; agricultural products used on livestock 
and non-crop fields and by veterinarians. 

This is not a cure-all for re-establishing our lost pollinator colonies, but it will help. You can also help 
these populations by creating attractive habitats in your own yard. Begin right now.  As you clean out 
your gardens and plantings of last year's dead growth or add newly planted areas, select only plants 
native to Maryland.  The purpose is obvious, if they grow here naturally, they are well-suited to our 
climate, soils and rainfall.  They are designed by God to thrive specifically in Maryland without 
fertilizers, pesticides, daily watering and your tiring gardening chores.  More importantly however, our 
native pollinators- bees, butterflies, insects- also benefit by creating growth areas that provide habitat for 
very specific populations.

Bees and butterflies need certain conditions to live, breed and pollinate.  They too are designed by God, 
with specific attributes and needs.  Their food sources and nesting/breeding requirements are 
compatible with native Maryland plants but not the exotics and invasives most of us have introduced 
into our suburban landscaping.  Our garden magazine yards provide little food or habitat that is suited 
to their specific needs.  They die or move on.  When we consciously choose to provide a home to these 
crucially beneficial pollinator populations, we are rewarded for our stewardship. Using Maryland 
natives eliminates much of the care required by non-native choices, giving you time to relax watching 
the birds, the butterflies, the bees and your children or grandchildren. 

When you see the benefits of your native plant efforts, you may even decide to go the extra distance by 
removing the invasive plants growing in your yard – such as Bradford Pear, multi-flora rose, English Ivy, 
honeysuckle, wisteria and periwinkle. Some native choices might be- Red Maple or Redbud, Inkberry or 
Annabelle Hydrangea, lobelia, phlox, Echinacea or coreopsis.  

If you need help learning what plants are native, most local nurseries can provide guidance as well as 
product.  The Annapolis office of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (177 Admiral Cochran Dr.) provides 
an excellent Chesapeake Bay Native Plant Guide for Conservation Landscaping. Consult web sites such 
as the Maryland Native Plant Society at www.mdflora.org.  The Watershed Stewards Academy at 
Arlington Echo is an excellent local resource for all environmental questions, be it native and invasive 
plants, storm water control, bay pollution or proper stewardship of God’s creation. 

Enjoy your spring and the hum of the bees. 
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Green Efforts 
Excitedly Continue 
with New Building
 
The new formation building at 
St. Margaret’s, already certified as LEED 
silver, will be going even greener with 
the installation of 98 solar panels on 
the roof in the coming 
months. 
 
During the planning phase of our 
building project, our vestry supported 
the idea that the new building be as environmentally-responsible as possible. This commitment by 
the church’s leaders led to many design features that earned the silver LEED (Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design) from the U.S. Green Building Council. Though there was a wish for 
solar panels in the initial building project, the cost of $90,000 seemed too prohibitive at the time. 
However, a decision was made to equip the building with the necessary fittings for possible future 
installation.
 
After the building was opened in the fall of 2015, the Rev. Peter received a call from a donor who 
wished to remain anonymous. The person asked if the cost for solar panels had gone up, or if it was 
similar to what was given before. After checking, the price was more or less the same, and there 
was an interest on the donor’s part to pursue solar as an energy option for the new building.
 
Since that time, designs were sketched out, numbers were crunched, and the donor agreed to 
provide payment for the installation and ownership of the solar panels on the flat roof and south 
roof of the formation building.
 
The estimated energy savings per year is close to $5,000, with an estimated carbon offset equivalent 
to planting 21 acres of forest. The building should be drawing solar power by the summer.
 
God calls us to take care of the creation, and offsetting our carbon footprint by going solar is the 
least we can do as a community. We are thankful to the anonymous donor who came forward to 
see the need and meet it. This gift is a strong message to our community that we are serious about 
environmental responsibility.

Blue Jean Sunday

Sunday, May 29
Come to church ready to help with weeding, 
mulching, planting and maintenance on our forest, 
rain garden and landscapes. We will begin right 
after the 9 a.m. service.

Bring your favorite tools like rakes and shovels, 
wheelbarrows, and work gloves. 

For more information contact Al Todd @
ahtodd@verizon.net.



St. Margaret's Church
Contact Information

Phone  410-974-0200  *  Pastoral Emergency 443-837-5463    

The Rev. Peter W. Mayer Rector peter@st-margarets.org
The Rev. Jane Milliken Hague Associate Rector jane@st-margarets.org
Elizabeth Radley Senior Administrator elizabeth@st-margarets.org
James R. Fitzpatrick Director of Music james@st-margarets.org

          Jenelle Mejia                             Family Ministries           jenelle@st-margarets.org
Laura Tayman Communications Asst. laura@st-margarets.org
Harriet Newquist Bookkeeper office@st-margarets.org
Tricia McVeigh Day School Director tricia@st-margarets.org
Izzy Winn Grants Coordinator ewinn421@verizon.net

Anne Sessions Senior Warden akslctm@earthlink.net
Steve Brennan Junior Warden steve@ilimer.com

Sunday Services: Wednesday Service: The church is always open for
7:30 a.m. - Rite I 7:30 a.m. - Rite II prayers and meditation.
9:00 a.m. - Rite II
10:15 a.m. - Formation Hour
11:15 a.m. - Rite II
Nursery Care - 8:45 to 12:30

Find us @ www.st-margarets.org

                                                     

Office Hours
Mon-Thurs   9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.


