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  A Vision for our Journey Forward
By the Rev. Peter W. Mayer, Rector
peter@st-margarets.org

             I  know a father who once took his kids on a trip and got a little lost. Even with the 
GPS on his phone, and atlases in his car, he got a little lost. His kids, now grown, have 
never forgotten it, and while they joke about it now, there was anxiety for a while 
whenever they traveled growing up.

If you’ve ever been in charge of a trip: led a youth group abroad, took your in-
laws up to Baltimore for dinner, planned the family road-trip to see relatives in Kentucky…
what are the feelings you have? Anxiety? Loss of control? Lack of contingencies? 
Excitement? Expectation? Hopefulness?

Those are all feelings I’ve felt in my first five years as rector of St. Margaret’s. I’ve 
been anxious when I feel as though I don’t have the control I think I need. I’ve been wary 
when external forces hamper efforts to move forward. I’ve been exhausted under the 
pressure of living up to our potential. But I’ve also been buoyed by excitement of people 
who share my idea that we are journeying together towards something. I’ve been loved 
and supported by people who are content with being the best church we can be at 
present, while realizing that it’s not all we want to be. I’ve been challenged to stay in a 
place of hope as we lurch towards the unseen.

But how do we know where we are on the journey? How do we measure 
progress? At this year’s annual meeting, I will unveil a mission/vision, supported by our 
vestry, which will shape our journey forward. I am tremendously excited about where this 
vision can take us, both in our common faith lives and in the life we live within our 
communities. To prepare, you might ask yourself these questions:

• How do I want to grow in a spiritual way?

• How can St. Margaret’s worship with more inclusivity?

• How do we sustain the great ministries we love?

• How can we build relationships with one another that serve God and the 
community?  (for added zest, interchange the underlined words!)

What I hope is that this statement will be road map, with clear directions, 
waypoints and destination goals that will guide us towards a better tomorrow. As God 
said to Habbakuk, ‘make the vision plain so that a runner can read it’. This will be a 
repeatable statement that we can hang our hats on, and that we can easily share with 
others when they say ‘what does St. Margaret’s do’.

I hope you’ll join me. I hope you’ll join me at the annual meeting to share a meal 
and celebrate all the amazing, God-filled work we’ve done this year. I hope you’ll 
continue to journey with us as we move towards being the church that God is calling us 
to be: more inclusive, more present, more enmeshed in the community. I’m so excited to 
be on this path with you. Thank you for being St. Margaret’s!
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A Message from the Senior Warden
by Anne Sessions

REPORT ON 2016 STEWARDSHIP

As of January 4, pledges for 2016 totaled $802,423, up 12% from the 
$720,470 pledged in 2015, surpassing the stewardship commission’s goal 
of a 10% increase.  This result – your giving – will allow the vestry to 
significantly address each of the four priorities members identified in 
listening sessions sponsored by the commission: youth formation, mission 
giving, music and staff compensation.  The number of pledges 
increased from 215 to 223, and the average pledge grew from $3,351 to 
$3,598.  And while 27 pledges were lost (members pass away and 
relocate), 34 first-time pledges were recorded totaling $68,225.  In 
addition, 41% of existing pledgers increased their giving an average of 
20.2%.  Your commission extends heartfelt thanks to members for 
reversing the giving trend we saw in 2014 and 2015.  Your giving reflects 
the presence of Christ in your lives, your commitment to St. Margaret’s, 
and your determination that our church remains a bright spiritual 
beacon for all those in the communities we serve.

Join us for a Stewardship Celebration on Sunday, Jan. 17, in the Parish Hall during coffeehour!

10 Resolutions for 2016 from the Senior Warden

1. Smile more. My RBF is truly horrifying.
2. Try not to be so sarcastic.
3. Attend more meetings: script meetings, 12 step meetings, Altar Guild meetings, 

BOSA meetings, Day School Board. I’ll call them Sessions sessions. Like I haven’t 
heard that one before. There goes resolution #2.

4. Stand up straight, it’s very intimidating.
5. Breath. It’s relaxing, helps start things off on the right note, avoids traumatic head 

injury.
6. Do more stretching – this is linked to standing up straight and breathing. All very 

good. Also avoids likelihood of traumatic injury.
7. Listen more, talk less, communicate better. Did I steal this from Yoda?
8. Stop pretending I like yard work, gardening, or weeding. I don’t. I honor those 

who do. I love the results of their work. I’ll gladly cook them dinner, edit their 
dissertation, organize their sock drawer – all things they probably don’t like to do. 
Together we could be a team. I like how this works.

9. Read the recipe all the way through. This may lead to a better dessert experience 
on Faith & Formation dinner nights. Might help me advance through the kitchen 
staff ranks. 

10. Learn Chinese. I should probably start small and work up to this. Maybe learn to 
order Chinese? Learn how to make my passwords inscrutable to the Chinese? 
Maybe get to know someone who speaks Chinese? Hello Quentin West… And 
while I'm on the subject, stop saving fortune cookie fortunes like they’re actually 
some sort of oracle message. They’re not. They’re mass produced in New Jersey. 
Inspiration? Read Psalm 46:10.

11. Be still. It’s really quite challenging.
12. Confiscate selfie sticks from anyone daring to take selfies during church. 
13. Look into making a cross from selfie sticks.
14. Learn to count.



For all who are interested @ St. Margaret's...
Building a Caring Community

A Workshop on Mission & Outreach by the
Community Foundation of Anne Arundel Co.

Speakers:  
Bess Langbein, Exec. Dir.

& Bud Billups, Foundation President

Saturday, May 31, 
Parish Hall, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

For more information, email the Rev. Jane M. 
Hague at Jane@st-margarets.org.
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Missons & Outreach
Winter Relief Coming Soon
By the Rev. Jane M. Hague
jane@st-margarets.org

T

This February 8-14, St Margaret’s is 
hosting Winter Relief. We will need 
on average, 38 volunteers a day 
to do many things including cook, 
transport or simply ‘be’ present in the building as our 
guests rest and sleep. Please help and sign up either 
with Judy Hall on Sunday morning during coffeehour 
or on the link located on our website's homepage. 
We will need 38 volunter a day!

We partner with St Phillips Church and frequently 
help them when they host because they are a much 
smaller parish. Below you will find our parishioner Beth 
Arruda’s experience at St Phillip’s in December with 
her grandsons as they helped serve dinner. 

When my grandsons, Holden and Brandon Hackney 
helped me set up for the Missions Fair in October, 
they were intrigued by several of our missions and 
asked if we could help with some of them.  One of 
their favorites so far has been the Winter Reief dinner 
our church served at St. Phillips. It started out on a 
lovely note when their Dad dropped them off, and 
carved the roasted chickens for me, decorating the 
platter to be worthy of a banquet.  The boys are 14 
and were somewhat uncomfortable going to a new 
church, meeting new people, and being expected 
to not just work, but to interact with our guests.  Mike 
Winn did an amazing job of making them welcome 
and giving them meaningful tasks, with thoughtful 
instruction. During our circle of thanksgiving prior to 
serving, both boys were able to articulate their 
gratitude for this opportunity to serve. They worked 
out a tag team system for offering guests drinks and 
taking them to their tables.  Barbara Breeden was a 
wonderful mentor as they served pie and ice cream. 
I kept my eye on them and realized they looked 
comfortable, and as if they were enjoying this 
experience.

After our meal was served and eaten and the tables 
cleaned, we headed to our car for the ride home. 
Holden exclaimed as we got into the car, “Those 
were the nicest people I have ever met”!  I agreed 
with him, stating that I had found the St. Phillips and 
St. Margaret’s  folks welcoming and warm.  He said, 
“Not them, the homeless!” Our guests that evening 
were very kind and gracious, making the boys feel 
as if they were serving at a meal for our extended 
family. What a wonderful lesson for all of us - in 
giving we receive much more than we give. 

The women's coat drive for prisioners being 
released was a great success! We were able to 
send in three large bags full of coats to the 
women’s prison! Once again the parishioners of 
St. Margaret’s go above and beyond to serve 
those in need!  

Thank you for partnering with Touchstones!
--Jennifer Macris
Touchstones Discussion Project

Grants Program 
Liaisons Needed

The beginning of the new year always means 
that it is time for our impressive endowment 
grants programs to begin. The applications 
have come in, and the Grants Commission will 
soon choose the most promising programs to 
research.

Grants liaisons go into the community (or Skype 
into it depending on location), talk to program 
leaders and coordinators of a specific 
applicant, and report back to the Grants 
Committee with their evaluations. It will only 
take time to read the application, meet with the 
applicant, and make your evaluation in a 
meeting with the Grants Committee - usually 
some time in Feb.-March.

If this outreach activity sounds interesting to you, 
please contact Izzy Winn, Grants Program 
Coordinator, at ewinn421@verizon.net.
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Environmental Mission

We congratulate our parishioner 
Gail Morton on her work to become 
an official Anne Arundel County 
Watershed Steward for St. 
Margaret's!  She has put in many 
hours to upgrade our campus and 
make us better stewards for God's 
earth.

Be a Bay-wise Homeowner
By Gail Morton, Watershed Steward

Fact # 4: Anne Arundel County has the 4th worst air quality in the U.S.  
Most of this pollution runs off into our streams and Bay.

Now that our rain garden and clean-up behind the 
administration building is complete and many of you helped install 
the plantings around our new formation building, we can enjoy the 
benefits and beauty they bring to our campus.  As stewards of our 
environment, we are called to do more. 

60% of the lawn fertilizers and pesticides you apply to your 
lawn are washed away by rains or surface watering.  30% of the 
nutrient and sediment overloading the Chesapeake Bay and its’ 
tributaries can be attributed to residential land use.  The damage to 
our Bay has rendered it unsafe for us to go swimming and fishing, 
and for the marine life that calls it home and the animals that live in 
its wetlands which depend on the streams that feed it. 

By using conservation practices in our own homes, and 
encouraging our neighbors and businesses to join us as stewardship 
partners, we can improve the air we breathe, the places our children 
play, the source of our food, and the continuance of insect and 
animal life native to our region.   

Become a conservation steward! How?

First, be a native steward.
• Avoid ornamental and imported varieties of trees.  
All trees filter air and provide cooling shade but native trees provide 
food and shelter for our specific wildlife. 
• Replant gardens with natives to provide habitat for vital populations of birds, insects, bees and 
butterflies.
• Choose native plants that thrive in our soils and climate without fertilizers or pesticides, saving you 
money and effort. They only need extra water in extreme conditions.  
• Remove invasive species such as English Ivy and bamboo

Secondly, be a steward at home.
• Scoop your pet waste, bag it and dispose it in the trash.
• Detoxify your home by using alternatives to toxic household products.
• Install rain barrels and rain gardens to capture polluted storm water runoff.
• Reduce impermeable surfaces carrying pollutants into your storm water runoff.
• Recycle not just your waste, but as many items as you can. 
• Repurpose, pass on to others, be creative in giving items another life.
• Consider alternative energy sources or buy from companies using solar or wind power generation.

Thirdly, be a steward outside
• Buy locally grown food products, or better yet, grow your own organically.
• Carpool to work.
• Walk or bicycle when possible.
• Volunteer for watershed and community conservation projects.

Consider becoming St. Margaret’s next Master Watershed Steward. We still have much to do on our 
campus.  Each steward completing the course brings St. Margaret’s significant grant funding towards 
their capstone project.
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                                                                                        Music

St. Margaret's Concert Series
presents

Ashu 
Classical Saxophone Artist
Friday, January 15, 2016
7:30 p.m. in the church
Tickets $20 at the door

$21 by credit card online

As you well know, I have a great thirst for musical 
diversity.   Part of this comes from growing up as the son 
of a Baptist minister.  My father loved all sorts of music 
and our household had a variety of albums of classical 
music, but also popular music from Harry Belafonte, 
Perry Como, Dinah Shore, Louis Armstrong, Ethel Waters, 
among others.  Most importantly, my father loved 
Negro Spirituals and often brought African American 
artists like the Eureka Jubilee Singers from Chicago to 
stay in our home and sing at his church.  As a child 
watching these people of color interact with the white 
community in a harshly segregated town (there was no 
hotel, nor restaurant that would accept them as 
guests), I learned what power music has to touch the 
heart and express the sadness and outrage of injustice.  
My father took me to concerts of Odetta, Belafonte, 
Sonny Brown and Terry McGhee, Miriam Makeba, and 
we always watched “Hootnanny”  together on TV.  My 
father taught me that lessons learned through music 
never leave one’s heart.

This Valentine’s Day will mark the 4th anniversary of my 
father’s funeral.  It will be a special day for me because 
we will be having a terrific example of everything my 
father loved about music right in our church.  Theatre 
organist Michael Britt will accompany the great Buster 
Keaton silent film “Steamboat Bill, Jr.”  If you have been 
to one of our silent movie presentations before, you 
know what magic Michael creates at the organ.  He 
improvises his accompaniment on the spot, summoning 
up emotion and making the need for dialogue in a film 
vanish.  People of all ages always thrill at the incredible 
images and the story expressed by the music when we 
bring Michael Britt to St. Margaret’s.  The concert begins 
at 4:00 p.m.  Popcorn will be served.

My father also loved fine choral music.  To mark the 
season of Lent, the Chancel Choir and Spirit Singers will 
offer a Choral Evensong service on March 6 at 5:00 p.m.  
Once again, the music will be diverse and appropriate 
to the season.  Please make sure this lovely, meditative 
service is on your calendar! And watch for more 
information about our Holy Week music.  

Musical Diversity at St. Margaret's
By James R. Fitzpatrick
james@st-margarets.org

Silent Movie Afternoon
with Organist Michael Britt
featuring Buster Keaton's
classic "Steamboat Bill Jr."

Sunday, Feb. 14
4 p.m.

Admission is Free
All ages welcome!



A visit from local children's book author 
Elaine Allen.
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Monday Nights @ St. Margaret's
Because of Winter Relief and school system days 
off, the following is a schedule for Faith & 
Fellowship nights for January and February:

January 18th - MLK Day - Motet Ensemble 
Rehearsal Only
January 25th - No students in school - Motet 
Ensemble Rehearsal & Adult Formation Class Only 
- No Dinner
February 1 - All activities take place
February 8 - Motet Ensemble Rehearsal Only
February 15 - Motet Ensemble Rehearsal & Adult 
Formation Class Only - No Dinner
February 22 & 29 - Faith & Fellowship full schedule 
resumes

Starting on February 15th, the Faith and Fellowship 
adult formation study on Monday nights will be led 
by parishioners Jim Hall and John Morton focusing on 
a book by Marcus Borg called "Convictions, How I 
learned What Matters Most."

        

In this book, Borg, a leading Christian scholar, 
discusses questions such as, "Do Christian beliefs still 
matter? Do they really change us or the world?"

You can order the book online with a link listed under 
our "Quick Links" section of our website homepage. 
There will also be a limited amount of the books 
available during coffeehour in the parish hall for $20.
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Coming this Lent…

Growing a Rule of Life 2016

Sunday, February 21
6 p.m.

Parish Hall
Childcare provided

Hear from church leaders and
learn about programs

and opportunities here at SMC

Please RSVP with Jane Piche
star2d2@aol.com

NEWCOMERS' DINNER

Mark Your Calendar

St. Margaret's

All are welcome!

February Meeting - Wednesday, Feb. 3
Parish Hall - 1 p.m.

A Journey to the Holy Land from Pat Hall

March Meeting - Wednesday, March 2
Prayer Service @ Noon

a simple soup & salad luncheon follows

Guild Delivers Christmas Gifts
to Cape Elementary Students

The Guild held two special fundraisers this 
past holiday season -- the Holiday Bazaar in 
November, jointly sponsored by the 
church's youth programs, and the poinsetta 
sale before Christmas.

Proceeds from these efforts made it 
possible for the Guild to purchase Christmas 
gifts for two families, each with four 
children, identified by Cape St. Claire 
Elementary School. Members made 
purchases of clothing and toys using the 
children's wish lists. 

Pictured is the school's guidance counselor 
Heather Bachman collecting the Guild's 
gifts.

This series is designed for both individuals and small groups.  
For small groups, facilitators will guide the growing process 
as participants discuss and learn together. For individuals, 
daily videos and reflections will lead them through the same 
process. Ultimately each participant will create a unique 
Rule of Life or ‘Garden Plot’ to sustain and expand beyond 
the class. Look for more information in Sunday 
announcements.

Books will be on sale in the parish hall during coffeehour or 
available online at Amazon. Look for a link on our website.

This Lent, St. Margaret's will 
use a tool from monastic 
spirituality called a ‘Rule 
of Life’ to explore and 
cultivate our relationships 
with God, Self, Others, 
and Creation.  This is an 
exciting opportunity to dig 
deep and dream big 
about ways to live into a 
more abundant life with 
Christ.
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Children/Families/Youth

Adult Volunteers to help with 
our Young Adults in Church 

(YAC) Program:
Our teens in high school are some of 
the most talented, education, 
enthusiastic, and amazing people in 
our parish. We need some caring 
adults to help lead them on their faith 
journey as they grow into adulthood. 
Jesus cares about these kids so much 
that He gave His life to save them, and 
has now called us to partner with Him. 
When we serve with excellence, we 
share in the mission of God.  

If you are called to work with these 
young people, please contact our 
Coordinator of Youth Ministries Quentin 
West at quentin@st-margarets.org.  If 
you want to start out watching their 
group sessions and getting to know 
them, let him know. You will not regret 
it!

The Sunday School Diaper Drive campaign was a huge 
success. We thank all parishioners who donated! We 
collected:

Diapers: 9,729
Baby wipes:  4,608

Formula:  27 
Pacifiers: 12 packages
Misc. clothes and bibs

1 rubber duckie!

Parishioner Jean Clarke, who serves as Liaison for St. 
Margaret's and the county's emergency baby pantry said, "I 
can't thank our families enough for your enthusiasm and help 
during this drive.  I keep picturing the happy babies (and 
mothers) who will benefit from the thousands of diapers that 
were donated by our kids.  Great job!"

Diaper Drive a Huge Success!

The Rev. Peter 
Mayer makes 
good on his 
promise to dress 
like a baby after 
Sunday School 
classes donate 
more than 100 
packages of 
diapers to the 
county's baby 
pantry.

#babyrector
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Children/Families/Youth

Our church nursery and childcare areas have gotten a facelift.  Thanks to some of our youth 
volunteers and our fabulous nursery workers, we hear it’s “the place to be!” The walls are bright, the 
décor cheery, and the kids are always happy! Take some time to stop by and see what everyone is 
talking about! While you are there, say “hello” to our new nursery workers. Below you will find out a 
little more about them.  

Our Church Nursery - The Place to Be!

Tonya Farran is 32 years old, from Kyrgyzstan (Russia).  
She moved to the US in 2005.  She lives with her 
husband and 10-year-old daughter-Valentina.  She has 
been a nanny for twins for 2 years and been a beauty 
consultant with Mary Kay Cosmetics since 2008. Tonya 
loves the outdoors, Zumba, swimming, and traveling 
around the US with her family.

She says, “I love the sweetness, energy and cuteness of 
little people. Playing with children brings me lots of joy 
and smiles!”

Karina Rospigliosi was born in Peru and immigrated to the US in 1999.  She 
loves to travel, cook, dance, and participate in outdoor activities. She has a 7-
year-old son named Dominic who often serves as an acolyte at the 11:15 a.m. 
service. She loves her family and they are very important in her life.  She has 
worked as a professional nanny for 15 years. 

She says, “I believe we must give love, attention, respect and discipline to kids 
in the early years in order to form their self-esteem and grow their the respect 
and love they have for others. I lost my father at the age of 12.  I believe he is 
my angel and always protects me. God keeps my life going.”

Jen Stelmach is a middle 
school FACS (home 
economics) teacher. She 
loves working with and 
teaching children of all ages. 
She has a 14-year-old 
daughter and a 16-year-old 
son who are active in sports 
and activities both inside 
and outside of school.  In her 
spare time, she likes to 
exercise, read and 
especially cook and bake.  

If you have any questions about the nursery and/or 
childcare at St. Margaret's, contact our Coordinator 
of Children's Ministries, Jenelle Mejia at
jenelle@st-margarets.org

Sunday Services on Feb. 7
All scouts, boys and girls, are welcome

to come to church a little early and
assist  our ushers as they prepare for services.

Be sure and wear your uniform!



        Jan./Feb. 2016                                                         
                           www.st-margarets.org

ease 

Happy New Year from the Day School!  December 
was an exciting month here beginning with Chevy’s 
field trips and ending with our holiday celebrations 
and Christmas Pageant.  Thanks to everybody that 
helped us collect clothes, accessories and diapers for 
the Emergency Baby Pantry! This month we will 
celebrate the New Year with resolutions, learn about 
Chinese New Year, dental hygiene, Maryland bay 
oysters, Martin Luther King, and author Jan Brett.

In February we will study Leap Year and Bill Martin. We 
will celebrate Groundhog Day, Valentine’s Day, and 
the 100th day of school. We will have visiting children’s 
book authors Jennifer Curtis & Elaine Allen, both from 
Maryland teaching topics of the Chesapeake Bay life 
again this year and reading their newest books. We 
welcome St. Margaret's parishioner Bob Baltz again 
this year as he shares information about his animal 
friends. We will also have a visit from Pam the 
Kindersinger as well this month.

Open house dates are January 13 and 14 from 
9:15am-11:15 a.m. Come and visit us and see what we 
are up to in our new classrooms. We will begin taking 
new family registrations for fall 2016 on January 23 
starting at 7 a.m. Summer 2016 camp registrations are 
now being accepted. 

SAVE THE DATE: 
SMDS PTO sponsored Silent Auction will be April 30.

Please remember our snow policy and look for our 
announcement for closings on WJZ and WBAL. When 
Anne Arundel County closes, we close the first day. For 
subsequent days we make a decision based on road 
conditions and building conditions. If there is a one 
hour delay, we cancel before care and open at 9 
a.m.  If there is a two hour delay, we cancel before 
care and open at 9:30 a.m.  If Anne Arundel closes at 
noon, we close at the conclusion of lunch bunch, 
cancelling PM classes and after care.  
 

Thank you to St. Margaret's parishioner Tommy Bowers for 
the school's beautiful new giving tree! The names of 
financial supporters of the Day School are placed on the 
tree in the hallway. If you would like to make a donation 
and add a leaf with your name on our tree, please 
contact Day School parishioner liaison Susan Roberts at 
roberts.susan1948@gmail.com.

Day School Christmas Pageant 2016

Our Waffles with Dads Day
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Mark Your Calendar
Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper

Sponsored by the Brotherhood of St. Andrew

February 9
4:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Parish Hall
 

St. Margaret's

Sunday, Jan. 31
Parish Hall

Parish Potluck @ 12:15 p.m.
Please bring a dish to share.

Meeting begins @ 12:45 p.m.
Childcare will be provided. 

*Review 2015 accomplishments and challenges
*Discuss the 2016 budget
*Vestry election of four candidates
*Hear goals and challenges for 2016 from church 
leaders

The Annual Report and Financial Packet will be 
available online on our website homepage by Friday, 
Jan. 29 for those who wish preview the information to 
be shared or for those who need to visually enlarge 
the documents for viewing. You may bring a cell 
phone, pad, or laptop to view it during the meeting.

Those eligible to vote for vestry candidates 
according to St. Margaret's Bylaws:

Every person not less than 16 years of age who has 
been who has received Holy Communion in the 
Church at least three times in the preceding year, 
and who for the preceding year has been faithful in 
corporate worship, unless for good cause prevented.

*There are NO ABSENTEE votes.  
*No one may vote early and leave the meeting.  
*Ballots are only given out at a specific time for 
everyone.

Vestry candidate information can be found 
on page 17.

This is the start of the season of Lent, 
which begins 40 days prior to Easter 
(Sundays are not included in the 
count).

Lent is a time when Christians prepare 
for Easter by observing a period of 
fasting, repentance, moderation and 
spiritual discipline. During Ash 
Wednesday services, the priest will 
lightly rub the sign of the cross with 
ashes onto the foreheads of 
worshipers.

February 10
Services @

7:30 a.m., Noon, 7 p.m.

Pre-Sale:  $5 Adults/$2 Children (2-12)
At the Door: $6 Adults/$3 Children (2-12)

Serving Information:
Adults: 3 pancakes, 2 Sausages, applesauce 
Children: 2 pancakes, 1 sausage, applesauce
!
Presales take place on Sundays between services
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History & Archives



History and Archives
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St. Margaret’s Church Women Play a Key Role in 
Mentoring Girls in Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math Careers
by Judith MacGregor, St. Margaret's parishioner

Over 70 fourth-grade, Anne Arundel County girls came away 
excited about their future opportunities, after participating in the 
recent STEM GIRLS COUNT! event held on December 5, a day of 
hands-on activities that illustrated various science, engineering, 
math and technology (STEM) careers.  Girls were selected from 
elementary schools countywide on the basis of who could most 
benefit.  AA Community College served as the host and provided 
all of the space needed.  This event would not have occurred 
without the leadership, skills and support of parisioners from St. 
Margaret's.   Judith MacGregor, a toxicologist, spent most of past 
year organizing the event that was the first in the county and very 
unusual in that it was aimed at elementary school kids.  

“By starting at the elementary school level, the program hoped to 
provide key encouragement for girls to consider careers in which 
women are still significantly under represented, such as engineering 
and computer sciences.”  Surprisingly, only 12% of engineering jobs 
in the US are currently held by women.  Each girl brought an adult 
who received information on the unique challenges of mentoring 
girls in science and local resources available to facilitate their 
education.  Simultaneous translation required by a number of the 
adults was provided.

Janice Roper-Graham’s communications company, Outreach 
Process Partners, was the lead sponsor. Teresa Todd, architect, 
provided one of the eight hands-on activities.  Maggy Cullman, 
served to lead the volunteers who helped with the hands-on 
activities, and Barbara Marder organized all of the logistics for the 
day.  Educator Vera Torrence interfaced with the 17 elementary 
school teachers who attended to provide continuing mentoring, 
and Roxann King developed the event website. All of these SMC 
women are members of the Anne Arundel County Branch of the 
American Association of University Women (AAC-AAUW), whose 
mission is advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy, 
education, philanthropy, and research. In addition, when the 
photographer got ill just days before the event, St. Margaret's 
newcomer Joanna Tillman, professional photographer, stepped in 
to capture the joy of the day. 

Kathleen Beauman, Executive Director for the Office of Instructional 
Partnerships at AACC, says the message that girls can do anything 
resonated throughout the day.  Anne Arundel County Public 
Schools  thought the event inspiring and so did the girls and the 
adults! 

In the Community

Teresa Todd helping a participant 
with the construction of a house.

Janice Roper-Graham and Mary Tillar, 
Assistant Superintendent of Public 
Schools

Judith MacGregor welcoming 
participants.

Participants learning about run-off 
management.

Photos by St. Margaret's parishioner Joanne Tillman.
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Every third Tuesday of the month (except for in the heat of August), a group of parishioners meet in the 
administrative conference room to listen, learn, and govern for St. Margaret's. Four parishioners are 
elected each year, for three-year terms, where they discuss everything from budget matters, to 
committee reports, to other concerns of the parish. We give thanks tfor the amazing, dedicated 
professionals who commit their time and talents to St. Margaret's.

The officers of our Vestry are Senior Warden Anne Sessions, Junior Warden Mark Torrence, and Treasurer
Charle Lang. We extend our appreciation to Kathy Polk who has served as Clerk this past year.

A special thanks to these outgoing vestry members who will be replaced with candidates elected by 
the parish at the annual meeting on January 31.

Elizabeth Bowers        Kirsten Tolley                    Charlie Lang                    Ernie Tucker

Note:   Charlie Lang will continue his role as Treasurer.

As a reminder - Approved Vestry monthly meeting minutes, as well as Vestry members' contact information, is 
available on the "Vestry" page of  our website under the "About Us" tab.

 Doug Castonguay           Karen Engelke                  Trish Schilling                  Doug Seybert

Valery Weekley                  Tom Wenz                      Liesl Wheeler                 Willie Williamson

Current Vestry Members

The following pages contain biographies and photos of vestry candidates for 2016. This 
information, as well as the bio for additional candidate Ken Barbi, will be provided in a handout 
available on Sundays in the narthex and in the church office.
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Jim's spiritual journey covers a lot of geography, theology, and time. After 
circling the world in both directions, he believes the SMC community feels 
like the right place to be.  He has studied most of the Judeo Christian 
faiths and has come to the equivocation that the Episcopal “sect” offers 
him the most compelling foundation.  Studying under Luis Leon at St 
John’s in Washington, Jim found that one of the basic precepts of the 
Episcopal faith is “blessed benevolence.”  That, coupled with the free 
spirited flow of the various SMC service formats, has delivered him to St 
Margaret’s Parish and you.

In his travels through the labyrinth of Christianity, Jim has found that the 
best way to optimize his spiritual growth has been through committed 
giving.  Beyond the obvious fiscal aspects of giving, there is the personal 
investment of time and energy that he feels best exposes one to the 
opportunity for maximum spiritual development.  While he feels he is slow 
to commit, when he gets engaged, he is all in.  St Margaret’s provides 
many pathways to involvement, and Jim chosen several that he believes 
has helped him grow and he only hopes contributed to the growth of our 
various missions.  

Julia has been a member of St. Margaret’s Church throughout 
her entire 16 years of life. Beginning with her baptism by Wes 
Wubbenhorst, attending the nursery during Sunday services, she has 
made her way up through Rite 13 and the YAC program, including 
service trips to Philadelphia and Maine. Julia believes St. Margaret’s 
has shaped her as a person in every way. She is an acolyte, a youth 
council member, a coffeehour host, and now a vestry member. She 
is also a junior at Broadneck High School where she participates in 
Student Government, National Honors Society, varsity cross country 
and track, as well as several charitable organizations. Last year, she 
was fortunate to be invited by the clergy to serve out the term for 
the last youth vestry member. As a current member of the vestry, she 
has had the opportunity to serve alongside former mentors and 
other talented members of our church and she welcome the 
opportunity to work with our new youth coordinators and the 
children of our parish.

Jim is both honored and humbled to be considered for your Vestry.  "This is a responsibility that I do not 
take lightly and as with all of my adventures, I approach with temerity and focus," he says. 

Jim serves as an usher, a Eucharist Minister at the 7:30 service, and as a member of the Education 
Formation Planning Committee (EFPC). 

He is an analyst and finds great value in metrics-based evaluation.  On the Grants Committee (a truly 
powerful mission with wonderful teammates), Jim has found that a rational approach to engaging 
debate is not always consistent with the agenda. "In the faith-based environment in which we work, 
and through which Peter leads us with his ministry, there is a place for sensibilities that do not lend 
themselves to a math-based evaluation.  In fact, I learned to listen beyond the factoids of analytics and 
to consider a higher plane based on faith and charity. I hope to bring both my analytic perspective 
and empathetic evolution to the Vestry to best support our congregation and our Rector.  If elected, I 
am all in.  If others are selected, I remain all in," he promises.

Youth Representative

Jim Barnett

Julia Drooff
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Fran Becker has more than 35 years of leadership and strategic 
planning experience in the corporate and nonprofit sectors.  She 
owed a communications firm and an arts management 
company before she entered the nonprofit arena in 1998. Fran 
retired in 2010 after more than 12 years as the CEO of 
Carpenter’s Homeless Shelter, Alexandria, VA. She was 
responsible for ensuring that the shelter operations, image, and 
leadership actualize the agency’s mission of ending and 
preventing homelessness.  Fran managed an operating budget 
in excess of $2,000,000.  As CEO of Carpenter’s Shelter, much of 
Fran’s time was devoted to working closely with the board in the 

Vestry candidates 2016

development and implementation of Carpenter’s strategic vision that elevated the shelter to a 
national model.  Fran has guest lectured at George Mason University, Marymount University and 
Northern Virginia Community College.  She has appeared on panels for the Nonprofit 
Roundtable, the Center for Nonprofit Advancement and the Alexandria Board Leadership 
Exchange.
 
Since retirement, Fran selectively chooses her consultant projects which include strategic 
planning, board development, fund development, event management, meeting facilitation, 
training coordination, and analysis on issued-related trends.  Recent clients include: The 
Alexandria Economic Development Partnership, The Alexandria Small Business Development 
Center, and Historic Christ Church.  She also has volunteered for Annapolis-based Seeds 4 
Success as a tutor and board member.

Fran has been a member of St. Margaret’s Church for 12 years.  She has served on the Long 
Range Planning Committee, the Grants Committee and has been a grant liaison for several 
years.  She has led several Missions Commission discussions and looks forward to annually 
working with the Camp Allen and Winter Relief Programs.

Fran Becker

Ms. Feldmann has been a member of the parish since 2007. In 
her time at St. Margarets, she has served as a member of the 
grants committee, liaison to the grants committee, Godly Play 
instructor and most recently, she was selected to serve on the 
missions commission. She is grateful for the opportunity to serve 
her fellow parishioners, the church, her community and God. 

Currently the marketing and communications manager for the 
Anne Arundel County Public Library system, Ms. Feldmann has 
nearly 20 years of experience in public relations at 
organizations in Annapolis. Most recently, she served as the 
deputy director of communications for Comptroller Peter 
Franchot and previously in communications roles for former 
Governor William Donald Schaefer, the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation and U.S. Naval Academy. 

She and her husband Ray live in Annapolis with their twins 
Connor and Grace (8). 

 Christine Feldmann
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Tim is the husband of Elizabeth Parker and father of Katherine (8) 
and Matthew (5).  They've been attending St. Margaret's since 
winter of '02 and part of what attracted us to this parish was the 
vibrant nature of its many ministries and many children in the 
pews as we were contemplating starting our family.  After joining, 
he served on the stewardship commission for a number of years, 
vestry nominating for one year and taught the Sparks curriculum 
to 3rd to 5th grade students for two years.  Professionally, Tim's 
worked at T. Rowe Price in Baltimore for nearly 15 years as a 
financial analyst and later as a portfolio manager who manages 
money for individuals, pensions and retirement funds.

Tim Parker

Tim believes he could add value to the vestry by employing his financial acumen, but just as 
importantly by serving as a liaison to the broader parish and helping to guide this parish on to 
its next chapter.  Tim and wife Elizabeth have a first-hand view in the Day School since their 
son Matthew has attended pre-school there for three years and he served in other roles in the 
church, but would be very pleased to talk with anyone who has thoughts to share.  He 
believes with the formation building behind us, the parish now has more physical space and 
can focus on how best to use it for our parish and community and may more easily marshal 
our resources to serve God's other calls of mission, music, fellowship and worship.  Tim says the 
next few years may mark the emergence of St. Margaret's into an even brighter light on a hill, 
and he would be honored to help lead that journey.

Rodger arrived at St. Margaret’s with wife Vanessa in 2013, living in 
nearby Amberly. He served as a US fighter pilot from 1971-1991, 
through Desert Storm.  He was also was a commercial airlines pilot 
from 1971 to 2008. He and Vanessa have three daughters, all 
happily married and two grandsons to share his love of trains. He 
retired in 2008.

Rodger has a Methodist background, including lay leadership at 
Calvary UMC of Annapolis, where he served as lay leader and 
founded their United Methodist Men’s group in December of 2008. 
He is very interested in foreign and domestic missions, as he has 
been to Latin America and Appalachia many times. 

At St. Margaret’s, he has led a senior, mostly women’s Thursday 
Bible study where he believes he can represent their interests and 
explain progressive decisions. He also serves as Vice President of 
the Brotherhood of St. Andrew. With his background, Rodger would 
like to see an increase in mission work for veterans, especially 
toward building employment skills. 

Rodger is thankful for the ministers and staff here at St. Margaret’s 
and the many he has met here who clearly display the work of the 
Holy Spirit. He believes that there is opportunity for unprecedented 
growth here and he would like to be a part of the planning process 
because thats what "God has called him to do."

Rodger Findeisen
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St. Margaret's Church
Contact Information

Phone  410-974-0200  *  Pastoral Emergency 443-837-5463    

The Rev. Peter W. Mayer Rector peter@st-margarets.org
The Rev. Jane Milliken Hague Associate Rector jane@st-margarets.org
Elizabeth Radley Senior Administrator elizabeth@st-margarets.org
James R. Fitzpatrick Director of Music james@st-margarets.org

          Jenelle Mejia                             Children's Ministries         jenelle@st-margarets.org
          Quentin West                            Youth Ministries quentin@st-margarets.org

Laura Tayman Print & Digital Editor laura@st-margarets.org
Harriet Newquist Bookkeeper office@st-margarets.org
Tricia McVeigh Day School Director tricia@st-margarets.org
Izzy Winn Grants Coordinator ewinn421@verizon.net

Anne Sessions Senior Warden akslctm@earthlink.net
Mark Torrence Junior Warden mhtorrence@verizon.net

Sunday Services: Wednesday Service: The church is always open for
7:30 a.m. - Rite I 7:30 a.m. - Rite II prayers and meditation.
9:00 a.m. - Rite II
10:15 a.m. - Formation Hour
11:15 a.m. - Rite II
Nursery Care - 8:45 to 12:30

Find us @ www.st-margarets.org

Office Hours
Mon-Thurs   9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.


