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Advent/Christmas 2017

Spire

In other words, what’s different now? These may be the same readings (Year B, Mark for two weeks, then 
John, then Luke’s annunciation) but we’re all a year older. We’ve gone through a hell of a year on many fronts: 
nationally, culturally, and certainly locally. How has our walk with God been this year? Do we feel farther away, or 
closer? What will be different for us this Advent as we prepare to welcome Jesus into our lives and hearts again?

A number of years ago, some clergy and lay people wanted to impress upon us the importance of Advent 
as it relates to Christmas. In case you haven’t noticed, our culture celebrates Christmas nearly year-round, and as 
a a result, the preparation time of Advent has been nearly forgotten in our non-liturgically-centered culture. I saw 
someone recently selling what they described as an Advent Calendar that was neither 28 days, nor was a 
calendar. It was twelve items, ranging from a candle to notepads. We don’t even know what the hell Advent is 
anymore.

So this year, on the first three Sundays, I will be talking about three aspects of Advent as they relate to our 
lives: December 3, we’ll talk about worshipping fully; December 10, we’ll talk about spending less (because who 
are you kidding? You haven’t started shopping yet and that’s ok!); and December 17, we’ll talk about giving more. 
These sessions will take place in the fellowship hall between the 9 am and 11:15 am services, and I expect full 
attendance. Advent is not something to pussyfoot around. Take it seriously, and you’ll benefit from it. Worship, 
read, challenge yourselves anew this year, and see how you can prepare for the coming of our Lord Jesus.

I’ve had occasion to speak with a few people recently about the Bible, and about the wonders 
found therein. Lauren Winner asks what is it about this book, that we read the same stories 
from it every year, at the same time, with mostly the same people, and it still sounds fresh? The 
readings for Advent come to us each year in late November and early December as a splash of 
ice cold water to our dull and groggy faces, bracing us for the upcoming event of the birth of a 
savior. How are you getting ready?

Challege Yourself this Season
By the Rev. Peter W. Mayer, Rector

Take the Advent Challenge — Practicing Wonder with all Your Heart, Soul, Strength, 
and Mind is a timely Advent resource with daily practices and meditations to help 
remind each of us to take time to discover how the gifts of wonder might be born in 
us yet again this year. A limited number of free booklets are available in the narthex 
and church office.



Advent 2017
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Advent Family Wreathmaking
Nov. 26, 2017 — Parish Hall — 10:20-11 a.m.
Making an Advent wreath is a perfect way to pause, reflect, and pray 
during what can be a hectic Advent season before Christmas. 

DONATIONS OF GREENS are necessary (and appreciated!) for this event. 
Please leave them at the Parish Hall front Saturday after Thanksgiving 
after 5pm or Sunday morning before the 9am service. While there will be 
pruning shears available to share during the event, bringing your own can 
be helpful. There will be a small fee to cover the cost of supplies. To help 
set up and/or clean up, or offer a donation of greens (not necessary to 
sign up for a greens donation, but it will help with planning), Laurie 
Tomko at 804-363-1432 or email laurietomko@gmail.com.

Advent

Sunday, December 3 — 5:00 p.m.
Led by the Combined Choirs of St. Margaret’s

* child care provided *

An interactive, new way of thinking about the 
season with concepts like worshipping fully, 
spending less, and giving more.

RE:Think
Advent

with the 
Rev. Peter W. Mayer

Sunday mornings 
Fellowship Hall 
Starting Dec. 3
10:20-11 a.m.

Mondays in Advent
Starting Dec. 4

6:45 p.m. in the Formation Building

For Advent, we will explore the tradition of praying 
the Psalms, first examining their composition and 
formation into the Psalter, then the range of Jewish 
and Christian interpretation, and finally discussing 
how to claim the psalms for ourselves and take our 
place in the ongoing community of psalmic prayer. 

tel:(804)%20363-1432
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Worship Schedule
Sunday, December 24 *

The Fourth Sunday of Advent
One service at 10:00 a.m.

Fellowship Hall

Christmas Eve Services
4:00 p.m.*

Sanctuary and Parish Hall
7:30 p.m. Choral Prelude *

8:00 p.m. Service
Sanctuary

10:30 p.m. Choral Prelude
11:00 p.m. Service

Sanctuary

Monday, December 25
Christmas Day Service

10:00 a.m.

Sunday, Dec. 31
The First Sunday Service after Christmas

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.* and 11:15 a.m.*

New Year’s Eve Brunch
10:15 -11:00 a.m.

Parish Hall
Bring a breakfast casserole to share

Sunday, Jan. 7
Children’s Epiphany Pageant
10:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall

*Child care provided

Call for 
Christmas Greens

Once again, the Flower Guild needs fresh greens for 
church Christmas decorations. Parishioners are 
encouraged to donate greens from their yards, including 
holly (especially variegated holly), magnolia, pine,  
boxwood, and pine roping.  Please leave donations 
outside of the church annex doors (building next to 
church) by December 23. 

   Honor & Remember 
Loved Ones This Christmas

 
 Parishioners are invited to make a donation to provide  
 poinsettias or wreaths for the sanctuary this Christmas  
 season in memory of a loved one or in honor of someone 
 special. These donations will be notated in Christmas-related 
 bulletins. Poinsettias are $25 and wreaths are $45. 
 Complete this form and make checks out to “St. Margaret’s 
 Church” notating “Christmas flowers” on the memo line. 
 Place orders in an offertory plate or mail to the church 
 office.

 Purchases can also be made by credit card on the church's 
 website.

Deadline for purchases is Sunday, December 17th.

Enclosed is $_______________

for _____________poinsettias 

 and/or ______________wreaths.

 in loving memory of__________________________________

 or in thanksgiving for__________________________________

 By:_________________________________________________

____________________________________________________.
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Lent Missions 2017-18

On the anniversary of 
our 325th year, we will 
focus on efforts within 
3.25 miles of the 
church’s location.

Members of our parish are asked to provide holiday 
meals to local families and seniors this Christmas. We 
have received names from our partner Broadneck 
Elementary School and the A.A. County Dept. of Social 
Services of those needing help in purchasing their 
holiday dinners. The Mission Commission will provide the 
hams: parishioners are asked to provide the side 
ingredients for the rest of the meal and deliver the food 
basket to the recipient a few days BEFORE Christmas. No 
cooking is involved! Baskets will be available for pick-up 
in the Parish Hall on Sunday, Dec. 17 or by separate 
arrangement.  In advance, you will receive the name of 
your recipient and delivery instructions.  To participate, 
call Barbara Marder at 410-518-9978 or 
scubaesc@aol.com.

Help us
help others

this
Christmas

Family Mission
This Christmas

The St. Margaret’s Endowment Grants Program is soon getting 
underway for the 2018 giving year.  Applicants are now mailing in 
grant applications which are due with a postmark by November 
30. The Grants Committee will begin reviewing and discussing all 
the applications in January. As part of the review process the 
committee depends on other members of the congregation to 
help out by being liaisons between the applicant and the church. 

If you are curious about who applies and for what, get involved by 
being a liaison. The “job” is short term, not difficult, possibly life 
changing and always interesting! We need over 30 people for this 
task. Could you be one of them? Training will take place between 
services on Sunday, February 4, but we need to know long before 
whether you are interested in doing this if you have not already 
signed up. Please call Izzy Winn, grants administrator, to find out 
more and hopefully to sign up as a liaison! Call her at 
410-849-2605 or e-mail ewinn421@gmail.com.

St. Margaret’s families 
are asked to join 
St. Margaret’s Day School 
in a Christmas missions effort for the local Linda’s 
Legacy nonprofit.

A single act of kindness more than thirty years ago 
was the spark that started what has now become 
Giving Back – Linda's Legacy. Linda Greenberg, a 
resident of Anne Arundel County, simply gave her 
hat to a homeless person who needed it a lot 
more than she did. Soon Linda was collecting all 
sorts of clothing from the community and 
distributing it to the homeless each Christmas, first 
from the trunk of her car and then from the trunks 
and vans of many friends.

We are inviting St. Margaret’s Sunday School 
students and families to join the Day School in 
providing travel size toiletries to be given out to 
the local homeless at Christmas time. Bags will be 
distributed at the Nov. 26 Advent wreathmaking 
event as well as in Sunday School class on Dec. 3. 
with a list of needed items. Families are asked to 
return those items in the bag (that includes a 
Christmas message to be decorated) by Dec. 
10th.

mailto:scubaesc@aol.com
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               Giving

from the church office

Deadlines for contributions to be recorded for  
2017 taxes are as follows:

Stock or bond sales need to be initiated by Friday, 
December 1.  This is because it may take 2-3 weeks 
for the transaction to be processed and for our bank to 
receive the proceeds from the sale. Please remember 
to alert the church office of your gift in advance so you 
can be properly credited.
 
Automatic drafts from your bank need to be 
scheduled by you no later than Monday, December 
18. It can take six to seven business days to process 
and then mail the checks to     
our office.

Please mail your final 2017 contributions so 
that the office receives them by Thursday, 
December 28th.

There will be a sign-up sheet for this effort on 
Sundays during coffee hour.  Stop by and see 
Judy Hall to find out how you can help or 
contact her at judy.hall0404@gmail.com.

Mark your calendar—
Winter Relief @ St. Margaret’s
February 12-19

Check Dragon Tales, the next Spire, and 
Sunday announcements for sign up 
information.

St. Philip’s Church in Annapolis is hosting winter relief  efforts 
the week of January 2 - 8. St. Margaret's parishioners have 
been asked once again to help with serving two dinners and 
two breakfasts as we have done in the past. Supply drivers for 
morning and afternoon transportation runs in the passenger 
van are also needed.

Thank you to all the parishioners who have submitted their 
pledge (estimation of giving) for 2018!

Here are some stats from the drive to date:
$835,666 pledged (94% of $890k goal)

218 pledges (more than last year & 84% of 260 goal)
$3,833 avg pledge 

The Vestry will now have a solid outlook as they work the 
2018 budget. 

We wish to especially thank the Stewardship Chairs Brad 
Callahan and Doug Seybert and their team for their hard 
work. 

REMINDER — It’s never too late to submit your pledge! Look 
for a pledge card in the pews or go on the church website at 
www.st-margarets.org, click on the Giving tab at the top, and 
click on the Stewardship page. 

mailto:judy.hall0404@gmail.com
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Children & Youth
Annual Epiphany Pageant
A children’s Nativity pageant has been a favorite annual event 
historically at St. Margaret’s. In the past few years, the event has 
been held after Christmas when the church celebrates Epiphany 
Sunday — in celebration of the adoration of the Magi and the 
baptism of Jesus. Children of the church dress in traditional 
costumes, complete with Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, the 
angels, the Magi (three kings), and even the animals in the stable. 

Date of the Pageant:   Sunday, January 7 - 
10:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall

Rehearsal:  Saturday, January 6 - 
9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall

Help is needed for: Costume mending and fitting and assisting 
students as they rehearse and perform. If you can help, please let 
the Rev. Peter Mayer know. If you wish for your children to 
participate, please sign up in your child’s Sunday School class or 
email info@st-margarets.org.

The following days are available for Holy Baptism (for adults 
and children) at St. Margaret’s during an upcoming worship 
service. If you wish to schedule your baptism, please contact 
the Rev. Peter at Peter@st-margarets.org and fill out a baptism 
info form on our Baptism page under the “About Us” tab on our 
website.

January 14
February 11

March 31 - 8 p.m. - Easter Vigil Service
April 8
May 20

Questions about youth events?  Contact Jeff Conover, 
Youth Ministries Leader, at jeff@st-margarets.org.

Christmas is a mere weeks away, and I am already 
planning for Easter! Hoo Boy!

We have a number of events coming up in the 
New Year, and I want everyone to be aware so you 
can get excited, plan, adjust schedules, etc. In 
addition to our regular Monday evening 
gathering, I’d like to highlight some of the very 
special events coming up. All events are for 
grades 6-12.

Province 3 Youth Event - Ocean City Rally 
January 5-7, 2018. All our provincial (regional) 
youth attend the Ocean City youth rally which 
includes live music, large group worship, 
workshops, and small group interaction. (Not to 
mention enjoying the boardwalk.) We encourage 
our youth to build their faith with friends from 
across Province III.

Martin Luther King Jr. March January 14-15, 
2018. This lock-in with youth from Broadneck-area 
churches celebrates the life and mission of Dr. 
MLK Jr! The evening is focused on the sin of 
racism, how to continue our work to dismantle it, a 
film about overcoming racism, and discussion. 
There will also be time for fellowship and food. On 
Monday, participants take time to create posters, 
work on a service project, and march in the 
parade.

Bishops Unplugged: in Southern MD on March 3. 
Youth will spend the afternoon with our bishops in 
fellowship and fun. Hosted in part by St. 
Margaret’s, we will gather for a few hours of music, 
bible study, and time to talk with our bishops. We 
ask that all adult leaders join us for a special gift 
and prayers of thanks. We hope our youth will 
gather with other youth from the region.

Youth Planning for 2018
By Jeff Conover, Youth Ministries Leader
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Day School
Unity Gardens Grant for Pollinator/Native Plant Garden

St. Margaret’s Day School (SMDS) was awarded a Unity Gardens Grant 
to enhance their Green School Certification and National Wildlife 
Federation “Schoolyard Habitat site.” In partnership with SMC Green/
Environmental Committees, Homestead Gardens, and local Girl Scout 
Daisy Troop #868, SMDS designed a native plant/pollinator community 
garden to attract beneficial bugs that the students can identify and 
study. 

The six-year-old Daisy scout troop is from Cape St. Claire, Broadneck 
and Hillsmere Elementary Schools. Using plant identification markers, 
the girls, along with their “planting partners” planted 55 native plants. 
The gardens are now abundant with Coneflowers, Butterfly Weed, 
Prairie Bluestem, and Purple Dome Asters. Volunteer parents, 
parishioners and SMDS Board members came out to participate in the 
fun. The Girl Scouts earned a merit badge for their efforts.

The project will be incorporated as an extension of the school’s 
Outdoor Classroom and Monarch Waystation. SMDS is responsible for 
the maintenance of the garden. Please come by and see the fruits of 
our labor and join in the excitement of this special project.

Thank you to everyone at St. Margaret's Church who visited our recent 
successful Scholastic Book Fair! It raised funds for our learning 
programs. Recently we enjoyed our Thanksgiving feasts for students 
the week before our Thanksgiving break courtesy of our Day School 
parent volunteers.

Our annual Christmas Pageant will be held Dec. 15th, both in the 
morning and in the afternoon. The students are joyfully preparing the 
Christmas carols they will perform as they share the Nativity story that 
day for their families.

We will be offering two different Winter Workshop camp days during 
the holiday break. Siblings and friends can join us for these fun-filled 
days. The Workshops will run on December 21st and 22nd from 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Parents can register children for one or both days. For 
registration information and more information, go to 
www.stmargaretsdayschool.org.

Public registration for our 2018-19 classes will begin January 26. An 
Open House will be held January 17 & 18 from 9:15-11:15 a.m

Photos by Gayle Smith.

;

                                      Halloween parade

Fire Dept. safety visit.
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       Formation

Mondays

Thursday Morning Bible Study
9:15 - 10:30 a.m.

Formation Classroom E
Childcare available 

Available for purchase at
amazon.com

and
forwardmovement.org

Walk in the footsteps of faithful men and 
women who have done their best to follow 
God's call. The Path is the story of the Bible, 
excerpted from the New Revised Standard 
Version so that it is clear and easy to read. 
Follow the path of God's love all the way 
from the beginning to the end, from Adam's 
creation to John's revelation.

With informative trail signs to help you see 
how each piece of the narrative fits together, 
The Path is an overview of the vast, sweeping 
story of God's extraordinary love for ordinary 
people. Join us on this epic adventure, a 
journey through the Bible to grow closer to 
God.

The study group is made up of men and 
women of all ages. All are welcome!

The

Sundays - 10:15-11 a.m.
Admin. Conf. Room

Exploring scripture, books, articles and other literature 
that expands personal knowledge and 
enlightens our spiritual pilgrimage

All welcome! Questions?
Email wsjohnson63@gmail.com

On January 8 and 22, our adult formation program (6:45 
p.m.) will be dedicated to discussing homelessness, as 
part of the St. Margaret’s Missions Committee’s overall 
social justice work.  Those evenings will focus on a newly 
developed Security Deposit Grant Program, 
administered through the Arundel House of Hope with 
leadership from St. Margaret’s, and the challenges of 
lack of affordable housing in Anne Arundel County. This 
information will be important to those who volunteer for 
our upcoming winter relief effort the week of Feb. 12th.

No F&F on:
Dec. 25
Jan. 1

Jan. 15

    offered by the St.. Margaret’s Day School 
Dec. 21 &  22 - for ages 2 through 6

Go to www.stmargaretsdayschool.org

Spirit Singers Wanted!

Young singers in elementary 
school are invited to join us 
on Monday nights to sing 
joyfully as we rehearse and 
sing in church throughout 
the program year.

Mondays:  5 to 5:45 p.m.

in Formation Classroom C
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Diocesan News
Winter Retreats at the Claggett Center

Registration now open for these annual offerings for women and men at 
claggettcenter.org or contact  Sharon Tillman at 410-467-1399 X6383.

Make a resolution you can keep to start the New Year off with reflection, 
nurturing, and self-care.

Women's Retreat: Spiritual Resiliency
Jan. 12-14. The Rev. Adrien Dawson, Rector of All Saints' Parish, Frederick, 
will be the spiritual leader for the weekend. A bible-based retreat where 
women of different faiths and generations join together to study and 
discuss scripture related to the topic of resilient spirituality. There will be 
small and large group discussion on how we as women can cultivate 
resilience as a spiritual practice in our lives and in our communities. There 
will time for worship, reflection, relaxation and time to share, all while 
enjoying the wonderful view, warm hospitality and comfort of the Claggett 
Center. 

Weekend for Women: Free & Clear
Jan. 19-21. "Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And all of 
us... are being transformed..." 2 Cor. 3:17-18. Keynote speaker: The Rev. 
Dina van Klaveren, rector of St. Andrew's Glenwood and formerly of St. 
Margaret’s. Join women from around the Diocese of Maryland for 
workshops, worship, Sunday School class, Bible Study, sharing, good 
meals (that someone else prepares!), fun and formation in Faith. The 
retreat will be held at the gorgeous Claggett Center in Adamstown. Join 
us for time to explore the significance of freedom in Christ, and to deepen 
our clarity around how we are called to live transformed in that freedom. 

Men's Retreat:  Sharing the Light of Christ
Feb. 2-4. Sharing the Light of Christ: Opportunities from Abundance,  
Keynote speaker: The Rt. Rev. Robert W. Ihloff, retired Bishop of 
Maryland. In this time of Late Epiphany explore the gifts you've been 
given that you can give back to your partner, family, Church or the 
wider community. Along with keynote presentations by Bishop Ihloff, 
this retreat features a Healing Service, small group discussions, social 
time, free time to explore Claggett Center or simply reflect, and the 
comaraderie of Christian men from across the diocese and 
denominations. We invite you to join us for the first time, or come 
back to what will be a rich and powerful weekend retreat. 



Annapolis 
Relay for Life 
April 22-23

AA County Fairgrounds

Benefitting the American Cancer Society
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Vestry Note

These theses were found duct taped to the door of St. Margaret’s church after our 
anniversary celebration weekend. We know these are not from Martin Luther because:

• He’s dead
• They’re printed from a PowerPoint deck
• They’re on recycled paper

To those who might express some slight interest:

While it is acknowledged that St. Margaret’s has superior baked goods, parking 
availability and just has more fun, St. Anne’s does not covet our Parish.  Right?

Miss Nancy’s magnificent pecan bars shall no longer be hidden behind the fresh fruit. 
We must be granted the occasional indulgence!  After all, we are Episcopalians!

The Third Sunday Band would greatly increase its fan base and CD sales if it were to incorporate polkas and an occasional 
limbo into its sets.

Remembrance and reflection serve purposes unforeseen, such as when, upon reflection, the RAV owner remembered (in 
the middle of the night) she had left her car windows open.  It was raining.

Anniversary merchandise, especially the $2.00 window cling featuring the Project 3.25 logo (still available, see your Senior 
Warden!), increases the likelihood of finding a close-by parking space at church when displayed in a car window.

Purchasing indulgences for souls in purgatory is blasphemy, but what about sending water? Bottled from the mighty 
aquifer-fed well at St. Margaret’s, water to those souls might be a mission effort, not a remission of sins. Eau de Pew?

It is miraculous that not one of the former Rectors of St. Margaret’s has aged. None have fluffed up over the years, none 
have lost hair. Quod Erat Demonstrandum.

The smaller the acolyte the greater the fear of tripping, but not in geat ceremonies and celebrations where St. Margaret’s 
outstanding young servers stand out!

Mrs. Mildred Carlsen of Eau Claire, Wisconsin, a recent visitor to St. Margaret’s, vows that after her purchase of a Project 
3.25 thermal mug (still available, see your Senior Warden!) she was able to drive the entire Pennsylvania Turnpike without 
running out of coffee!  Another miracle?  You decide. 

Who knows if all souls at St. Margaret’s began Evensong services intending to hear all twelve movements of Vivaldi’s 
“Gloria?”  However, with the intercession of God, the Music Director and extraordinary voices of the joint choirs, a 
transformation was witnessed. Domine Deus.

Fran and Rich Becker toasted their love with brand new Project 3.25 commemorative stemless glasses.  And they are still 
married!  (Glasses still available!  See your Senior Warden!)

By Anne Sessions, Senior Warden

continued on next page

325th Anniversary
Swag for Sale!

Go to www.st-margarets.org
and click on the

“Giving” tab at the top
or email  Sr. Warden

Anne Sessions @ 
akslctm@earthlink.net

.



325th Anniversary 
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Cake with buttercream icing is an indulgence for which there is no remission.  Should there 
be?  We think so!

Banished unto purgatory should be that irritating ringtone that goes off during the 
dramatic, and supposedly silent, beat right before the final “Gloria.” Averte Tuom.

Reflect on those who need to remember to reclaim their dishes from the Parish Hall kitchen. 
Offer a prayer that those folks might take a moment to be sure each dish is actually 
returning to its proper home.

Studying our history is like a springboard. Upward and forward we are launched, to serve 
and transform in Christ our community for the next 325 years. 

With thanks to photographers Chris Edwards, 
Richard Green, and Joanna Tillman.

Autographed posters from event leaders and 
performers now on sale for $32.50. Contact
Anne Sessions at akslctm@earthlink.net.
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Mark Your Calendar

Mark Your Calendar - Annual Meeting - Jan. 28
Parish Hall - Potluck lunch after the 11:15 a.m. service
Join parishioners of St. Margaret's who will be presented with 
information on the activities of various groups of the parish, 
discuss the 2018 budget, and elect new vestry members. 
Committees and organizations should submit their 2017 
information for the Annual Report by Friday, Jan. 12 
to info@st-margarets.org.

Vestry Candidates Now Being Sought
The Vestry's nominating committee is gathering names of parishioners who wish to serve on the Vestry. The 
Vestry is the elected board of lay (non- clergy) representatives of the congregation that lead the church along 
with the Rector. Vestry members will serve three-year terms beginning in February of 2018. Responsibilities 
include attending monthly meetings, annual retreats, and a conference in the second year of service. If you are 
interested in learning more about this leadership opportunity, please contact the Rev. Peter W. Mayer at 
peter@st-margarets.org.

St. Margaret’s Guild
Annual Christmas Luncheon

Brio’s Tuscan Grille in Annapolis
Wednesday, December 6 @ 11:30 a.m.

Cost: $30
RSVP by December 1

All are welcome!

Make checks payable to
“St. Margaret’s Church” 

with “Guild Luncheon” in the memo line

Foyers Annual 
Holiday Celebration

Sunday, Dec. 3 - 
2 to 4 p.m. in the Parish Hall

For all foyers participants
& those who wish to learn about 

the program

Bring an appetizer 
or dessert to share

       Holy Folders Needed!
    Tuesday, Nov. 28 - 10 a.m.
             Admin. Building
                 All welcome!
Food & Fellowship promised!

Upcoming Senior Sessions
with the Rev. Peter Mayer

Tuesday - Dec. 5 & Jan. 2
Formation Classroom E

for parishioners aged 65 & up

Gospel discussion-Prayers-Sharing
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Mark Your Calendar

Not everyone is up and cheery for the Christmas 
holidays. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 
facing life after divorce or separation, coping with 
the loss of a job, living with cancer or some other 
disease that puts a question mark over the future, 
and a number of other human situations make 
parties and joviality painful for many in our 
congregation and community. We will create a 
sacred space for people living through their dark 
times. This service is a reflective program, 
accepting where participants really are, while 
holding out for healing and hope. If you know 
someone who is going through a tough time and 
could benefit from such a service, please invite 
them. A tea reception will follow.

A Blue Christmas Service
Wednesday, Dec. 20- 3 p.m

Please note—
The church office will be closed on

Mon., Dec. 25 , Tues., Dec. 26
and Mon., January 1.
Please see page 5 for 

giving deadlines.

Poinsettia Sale
sponsored by St. Margaret’s Guild

Dec. 3 & 10
in the Parish Hall

All proceeds benefit the mission projects of the Guild.

St. Margaret’s Guild Monthly Meeting
Weds., January 3 in the Fellowship Hall

12 Noon - Bring a bagged lunch - Desserts served

1 p.m. - Special Guest Speaker Scott Gledhill
Discussing his work with the

Vahalla Sailing Project

Giving recovering, transitioning and wounded veterans the 
opportunity to regain and recapture their sense of team work, 
family, community and self, through sailing and racing on the 
Chesapeake Bay.

The Rev. Fleming Rutledge and Dr. Joseph 
Magina lead an Advent study on December 2, 
10am to 3:30pm, in Philadelphia. Take a walk 
through the lectionary texts for the Sundays in 
Advent with two of our church’s most 
prominent preachers and teachers. 

They’ll break open the biblical texts, reflect on 
their theological import, explore the rich 
hymnody of the season, and help us prepare 
for the advent of our Lord. 

Open to clergy and lay disciples on Saturday, 
Dec. 2, 10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., St. Martin-in-the-
Fields, 8000 St. Martin’s Lane, Philadelphia.  
More information and a link to registration is 
available at http://www.diopa.org.      

"To the Botton of the Night" 
Proclaiming the Word of God in Advent

http://www.diopa.org/
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Mission in Action 
Grants Gave Wings to a Dream 
by Izzy Winn, Endowment Grants Administrator

When our St. Margaret’s Facebook group page in October had a post from our rector listing 
work days at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Eastport, I knew it was my chance to dig in the mud, 
plant non-invasive wetland plants and trees for the St. Luke’s “Restoration of Nature” project. I 
chose to help on a gorgeous day when I joined 35 midshipmen, neighborhood families and St. 
Luke’s parishioners to be apart of a dream coming true.

Most of you are familiar with St. Luke’s Church. Its worship space is a small brick building 
situated next to the Eastport shopping center on Bay Ridge Ave.. It has a very modest presence 
on a large grassy expanse between the roads that access, on one side, the Watergate 
apartments and, on the other side, the Severn House Condos. The lawn fronting Bay Ridge has 
a labyrinth nestled in it. The property to the back extends unnoticeably down to Back Creek.

About 10 years ago, parishioners and the rector of St. Luke’s at that time presented a grant 
proposal to St. Margaret’s to purchase a modular building to house the thrift shop that church 
parishioners operated. The cumbersome inventory as well as inadequate storage was the 
impetus for the grant request. While our grants committee pondered the liabilities of such a 
structure, the St. Luke’s Vestry went on retreat with the then Canon to the Bishops, our former 
rector Mary Glasspool (now the Rt. Rev. Mary D. Glasspool, assisting Bishop, Diocese of New 
York). Those who participated said it was the best vestry retreat ever. Mary challenged them to 
identify what made their hearts glad. The thrift shop did not! Their grant application was 
withdrawn. After discernment, discussion and determination the parishioners of St. Luke’s 
decided to tackle the lifeless woody entanglement of trees and invasive vines that choked the 
land behind the church. Thus began “The Restoration of Nature” project. Spearheaded in 2013 
by parishioner and Chesapeake Bay activist Betsy Love, St. Luke’s approached St. Margaret’s. 
Our missions commission gave them $3600 for the permit stage. The following year the St. 
Margaret’s grants committee awarded “The Restoration of Nature” a $10,000 grant for start up 
funds.

“Restoration of Nature” engaged Keith Underwood, Underwood & Associates, architect of 
ecological restoration design to draw up a plan.

Now in sight of completion, Rector Diana Carroll and the people of St. Luke’s welcomed me 
with hugs when I showed up to dig. One parishioner said she remembers me because our 
Grants Committee gave St. Luke’s a grant for just $939 in 2004 to buy new choir robes for their 
then struggling congregation. She said the robes are still used every Sunday and she remains 
grateful for my assistance then in going through the grant application process with them.

Our grant process has since been refined and focused so that each grant must meet at least one 
of four mission priorities. “The Restoration of Nature” grant addresses the priority “Promote, 
preserve and sustain environmental health and good practices.” Betsy Love, the Environmental 
Committee Chair of St. Luke’s, wrote to us in a followup report, “Your grants gave wings to our 
dream of restoring and preserving this land in perpetuity for Bay restoration. We hope you will 
continue to support us as we move through the implementation project. Your mission is our 
mission and together our initiatives give back to God the gift of clean water, stewardship, and 
habitat for all life.”

Take a look yourself. Walk the labyrinth on the grounds of St. Luke’s. Perhaps offer a prayer of 
thanks for our grants program made possible by the unrestricted generosity of the Edwin and 
Zoe Hall estate. Then wander down the sloping lawn, past the mountain size boulders and 
colossal tree stumps that embrace the restored stream bed dotted with delicate ferns, iris and 
Bay Magnolias right in the middle of Eastport.

Midshipmen plant trees along the stream 
bed at St. Luke’s

Izzy Winn (left) and Betsy Love
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Church Camera

Holiday Bazaar 2017Blue Jean Sunday 2017

Dixieland Mass 2017
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