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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

APRIL 25, 2021 

9:00 A.M. 

ONLINE SERVICE 
 

THE REV. PETER W. MAYER, RECTOR 
THE REV. PATTI SACHS, ASSOCIATE RECTOR 
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WELCOME 
 

OPENING ACCLAMATION  
 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily 

magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his voice we may 

know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and 

reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

PSALM 23                         Plainsong 
 

Refrain I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. Alleluia! 
 

1  The Lord is my shepherd; * 

  I shall not be in want. 
 

2  He makes me lie down in green pastures * 

  and leads me beside still waters. 
 

3  He revives my soul * 

  and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 
 

4  Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

 I shall fear no evil; * 

  for you are with me; 

  your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 

5  You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 

  you have anointed my head with oil, 

  and my cup is running over. 
 

6  Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 

  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.    (repeat Refrain) 

 

EPISTLE                                                                                                                                                                     1 John 3:16-24 
 

A reading from the first letter of John. 
 

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us-- and we ought to lay down our lives for one another. How 

does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses 

help? 
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Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by this we will know that we are 

from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than 

our hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 

and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 
 

And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, 

just as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by 

this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                                                                                                    John 10:11-18 
 

Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People  Glory be to you, O Christ. 
 

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, who is 

not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—

and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care 

for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and 

I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must 

bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the 

Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it 

down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received 

this command from my Father. 

Priest  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                                                                                                                         The Rev. Patti Sachs 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                           Form III  
 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
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Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, 

and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

HYMN                                                                  The King of love my shepherd is                                                  St. Columba 
 

 

 
 

BLESSING 
 

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of his Son our 

Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Celebrant Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

 


