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CHORISTER EVENSONG

Monday, April 27, 2026
5:45 p.m.



ST.MARGARET'S
CHURCH

An Order for
Evening Prayer (Rite II)

Voluntary
The People stand as they are able as the choir enters and sings the Introit.

Alleluia! Jesus Christ is risen today

Alleluia!

Introit (sung by the choir)

April 27, 2026
5:45 p.m.
Zita of Tuscany

Jim Douglas

Jesus Christ is risen today, our triumphant holy day, who did once upon the cross, suffer to redeem our loss.
Hymns of praise then let us sing, unto Christ, our heavenly King, who endured the cross and grave, sinners to redeem and save.
Sing we to our God above, praise eternal as his love, praise him, all ye heavenly host, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Opening Sentence

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

Philippians 1:2

Officiant
Invitatory and Psalter
V. O God, make speed to save us.
R. O Lord, make haste to help us.
V. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
R. as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

The People remain standing and sing the Phos hilaron.

O gracious Light

TALLIS’ CANON
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The People are seated for the Psalm and the Lessons.



Psalm (read in unison) Psalm 16

1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; *
I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord,
my good above all other.”

2 All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, *
upon those who are noble among the people.

3 But those who run after other gods *
shall have their troubles multiplied.

4 Their libations of blood I will not offer, *
nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.

5 O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; *
it is you who uphold my lot.

6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; *
indeed, I have a goodly heritage.

7 1 will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; *
my heart teaches me, night after night.

8 I have set the Lord always before me; *
because he is at my right hand I shall not fall.

9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; *
my body also shall rest in hope.

10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, *
nor let your holy one see the Pit.

11 You will show me the path of life; *
in your presence there is fullness of joy,
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.

Lessons

First Lesson James 2:1-7
A reading from James.

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ! For if
a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also
comes in, and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, ‘Have a seat here, please’, while to
the one who is poor you say, ‘Stand there’, or, ‘Sit at my feet’, have you not made distinctions among yourselves,
and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in
the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him! But
you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? Is it not
they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you!?

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



The People remain seated and sing the Canticle.

Canticle Tell out, my soul BIRMINGHAM
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1 Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of the Lord!
2 Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of his Name!
3 Tell out, my soul, the great- ness of  his might!
4 Tell out, my soul, the glo - ries of  his word!
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Un - num - bered bless - ings give my spi - rit voice;
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;
Powers and do - min - ions lay their glo - ry by.
Firm is his prom -ise, and his mer - cy sure.
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his mer - cy sure, from age to age the same;
Proud hearts and stub - born  wills are put to flight,
Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of  the Lord
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in God my Sa - vior shall my heart re - joice.
his ho - Iy Name— the Lord, the  Might - y One.
the hun - gry fed, the hum - ble lift - ed high.
to chil - dren’s chil - dren and for ev - er - more!
Second Lesson Mark 12:41-44

A reading from the Gospel of Mark.

He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many rich people
put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. Then he
called his disciples and said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are
contributing to the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty
has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.’

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Canticle (chanted by the choir) Luke 2:29-32 (Song of Simeon)

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word.

For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation.

Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people.

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.



The People stand as they are able.
Apostles' Creed (read in unison)

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers

Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.

The People may kneel or remain standing as able.

Lord’s Prayer (read in unison)
All Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil. Amen.

Suffrages (chanted by the choir)

Show us your mercy, O Lord;

And grant us your salvation.

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
Let your people sing with joy.

PP



V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;

R. For only in you can we live in safety.

V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;

R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

V. Let your way be known upon earth;

R. Your saving health among all nations.

V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;

R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;

R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

Collects (chanted by the choir)

V. Merciful God, who has given to us all things necessary for life and godliness; Grant that we, like
your servant Zita, may be faithful in the exercise of our duties and that, whatever you give us to
do, we may do it heartily to you for the honor and glory of your Name; through him who has
called us to virtue, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.

R. Amen.

V. Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way,
kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and
the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love.

R. Amen.

V. Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels
charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying,
soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love's sake.

R. Amen.

General Thanksgiving

Officiant Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all
your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our
creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope
of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts
we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to
your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages.

People Amen.

The People may be seated for the Anthem.

Anthem

(sung by the choir) I give you a new commandment Peter Aston

I give you a new commandment:
love one another as I have loved you, so you are to one another.
If there is this love among you,
then all will know that you are my disciples.



The People stand as they are able for the Blessing and the Grace.

Blessing and Grace

Officiant Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia.

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be
with us all evermore. 2 Corinthians 13:14

People Amen.

The People remain standing and sing the Hymn.

Hymn Most Holy God, the Lord of heaven DUNEDIN
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1 east and brings the splen - dors  of the dawn:
2 power, and beck - ons us to wor - ship you.
3 glow will bring the si - lenc - es of night.
4 night and or - dered sea - sons in their round.
5 sin and guide wus on our path to you.
Voluntary

All are welcome to attend our Community Dinner in the Parish Hall immediately following the service.



About Zita of Tuscany, Worker of Charity

Zita was born in the early thirteenth century in the village of Montsegradi in Tuscany; she died on
April 12, 1271. Zita was born into a poor family, but one in which the Christian faith was empha-
sized. One of her uncles was a hermit, a sister became a nun, and the entire family was faithful in
worship together, both at church and at home. At the age of twelve she entered the service of the
Fatinelli family in Lucca. Although little more than a child, she maintained the serious faith
that she had been taught by her family. Scrupulous in the exercise of her domestic duties, she em-
bodied Paul’s advice in Colossians 3:23, “Whatever your task, put yourselves into it, as done for
the Lord and not for your masters.” Her earnest diligence, however, was first met with scorn from
both her employers and her fellow servants. Nevertheless, she continued faithfully in her work
and exhibited a peace that surpassed comprehension. Through her perseverance in doing good,
she eventually earned the respect and affection of the whole household. In due course, the once
despised servant became the housekeeper. As head of the household staff, Zita demonstrated such
Christlike benevolence that she came to be venerated throughout Lucca even before her death.
Mindful of the poverty in which she had been raised, she gave away most of her income to those
in need. After her death, her popularity spread as far as England, where she is called Sitha; images
of her may be found in churches throughout southern England. In popular piety, she is often en-
treated in order to find lost keys.
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