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Blue Christmas Service
Wednesday, December 16, 2020
12:00 p.m.
Welcome to this time when we can acknowledge the “blue” feelings we have at Christmas time. For many who
have lost a loved one, this is a time of sharp loneliness. For others, who have lost a relationship, health, a job, or
had a financial setback, it may be a time of pain, confusion, or fear. This is not a joyous season for everyone. We
hope this service gives you peace and comfort.

HYMN

Comfort, comfort ye my people

Psalm 42

OPENING PRAYER
Officiant

Let us pray.
God of Mercy, hear our prayer in this Advent Season for ourselves and our families who live with
painful experiences of loss. We ask for strength for today, courage for tomorrow and peace for
the past. We ask these things in the name of Christ who entered the world at Christmas to share
our life in sorrow and joy, despair and promise, death and new birth. Amen.

PSALM 139:1-5, 13-18
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1

O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
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You know when I sit down and when I rise up; *
you discern my thoughts from far away.
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You search out my path and my lying down, *
and are acquainted with all my ways.
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Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, *
you know it completely.
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You hem me in, behind and before, *
and lay your hand upon me.

13 For it was you who formed my inward parts; *
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. *
Wonderful are your works;
that I know very well.
15 My frame was not hidden from you, *
when I was being made in secret,
intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
16 Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.
In your book were written *
all the days that were formed for me,
when none of them as yet existed.
17 How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! *
How vast is the sum of them!
18 I try to count them—they are more than the sand; *
I come to the end—I am still with you.

READING

Wild Geese

Mary Oliver

You do not have to be good.
You do not have to walk on your knees for a hundred miles through the desert, repenting.
You only have to let the soft animal of your body love what it loves.
Tell me about despair, yours, and I will tell you mine.
Meanwhile the world goes on.
Meanwhile the sun and the clear pebbles of the rain are moving across the landscapes,
over the prairies and the deep trees, the mountains and the rivers.
Meanwhile the wild geese, high in the clean blue air, are heading home again.
Whoever you are, no matter how lonely, the world offers itself to your imagination,
calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and exciting –
over and over announcing your place in the family of things.
Reader
All

HYMN

Hear what the Spirit is saying.
Thanks be to God.
Abide with me
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Eventide

CANDLE LIGHTING
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First Candle
Officiant

All

We light this candle to remember those persons who have been loved and lost. We pause to
remember their names, their faces, their voices. We give thanks for the memory that binds them
to us this season that anticipates Christ.
May God’s eternal love surround them. Amen.

Second Candle
Officiant

All

We light this second candle to redeem the pain and loss – the loss of relationships, the loss of
health, the loss of jobs, and the loss of financial security. As we gather up the pain of the past,
we offer it to you, O God, asking that into our welcome hearts and open hands, you place the
gift of peace.
Refresh, restore, renew us, O God, and lead us into Your future.

Third Candle
Officiant

All

We light this third candle to remember ourselves this Christmas time. We pause and remember
the past weeks, months and for some of us, years of down times. We remember the poignancy
of memories, the grief, the sadness, the hurts, and the pain of reflecting on our own mortality.
Let us remember that dawn defeats darkness.

Fourth Candle
Officiant

All

This fourth candle is lit to remember our faith and the gift of hope that God offers to us in the
Christmas story. We remember that God, who shares our life, promises us a place and time of no
more pain and suffering.
Let us remember the one who shows the way and who goes with us into our tomorrows.

HOMILY
CAROL

The Rev. Peter W. Mayer
In the bleak midwinter
In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,
in the bleak midwinter, long ago.
Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain;
heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign:
in the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed
the Lord God incarnate, Jesus Christ.
Angels and archangels may have gathered there,
cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;
but his mother only, in her maiden bliss,
worshiped the beloved with a kiss.
What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
if I were a wise man, I would do my part;
yet what I can I give him--give my heart.

PRAYERS
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Gustav Holst

Leader

All
Leader

All
Leader

All
Leader
All

In the spirit of this season let us now confidently ask God for what we need. We pray, as well, for
ourselves as we participate in whatever way we can this Christmas.
God, hear our Prayer
And in your mercy answer.
For our families and friends that they may know love and peace and happiness in you and that
they may continue to help and support us.
God, hear our Prayer
And in your mercy answer.
For those we have loved who have died. For all the losses that we know, that all may be
redeemed by your Easter promise.
God, hear our Prayer
And in your mercy answer.
For the peace proclaimed by the Christmas angels, to come throughout the whole world.
God, hear our Prayer
And in your mercy answer.

Leader

Grant all who are bereaved and saddened this Christmas, the blessing we ask in the name of
Christ who taught us to pray together saying,

All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

A COLLECT FOR PEACE
Officiant

HYMN

Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just works: Give to us,
your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be fixed on the
doing of your will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace
and quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

It came upon the midnight clear
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Carol
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BLESSING
Officiant

All

Comforting God, during this season we ask you to continue to wrap us in your presence. Be with
us in our struggles, and when we get lost in the darkness, shine your light and help us find our
way back to you.
Amen.

IN THIS SERVICE
The Rev. Peter W. Mayer, Rector
The Rev. Patti Sachs, Associate Rector
Jim Douglas, Director of Music & Organist
Alice Conover, Cantor & Reader

You can give an offering to St. Margaret’s Church today
by texting GIVESMC to 73256.
You can give online at https://onrealm.org/smcannapolis/Give
A part of the Liturgy was by the Rev. Randall Day, Rector
of St. Mark's-in-the-Valley Episcopal Church, Los Olivas, California.

Upcoming Services from St. Margaret’s
Advent Compline, Sunday, December 20, 8:00 p.m.
Family-Friendly Christmas Eve Service, 5:00 p.m.
Traditional Christmas Eve Service with strings and the Blessing of the Crèche, 7:00 p.m.
Christmas Day Message from Clergy at 10:00 a.m.
Christmas Lessons & Carols, Sunday, December 27, 9:00 a.m.
Evening Service for New Years’ Eve, Thursday, December 31, 7:00 p.m.
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