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Our St. Margaret’s Church community consists of many fibers knitted together over three centuries. Our 

table has seated revolutionary fighters with agents of the Crown, slave owners and abolitionists. Our 

leadership includes partnered, married, single and divorced Christians. We welcome in love persons of 

every race, gender, culture, sexual orientation and gender identification. All people have a sacred worth 

and the fabric of St. Margaret’s grows stronger with each new thread. It wraps in comfort the shoulders of 

the defeated and the hurt and has been raised as a banner to celebrate God’s transforming wholeness in our 

midst. We welcome you to be part of our fabric as we grow in the centuries ahead. 

If you are visiting us for the first time, let us offer you an especially warm welcome. We hope that you will 

enjoy worshiping with us. If at any moment in the service you are not sure what to do, ask any of your 

neighbors in the congregation—they will be happy to help you. We would like to continue our relationship 

with you, so please fill out a visitor card (found in the pew racks) and drop the card in the collection plate or 

hand it to one of the clergy or ushers.  

We provide Sunday School and Christian formation to children from ages 3 to 18 from Sept. – May. While 

children are always welcome at all services, professional nursery care for children ages six weeks to four 

years is provided from 8:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Nursery (downstairs in the church’s annex building). 

Children’s Chapel is offered during the first part of the 9 a.m. service for children from ages three to second 

grade. The children leave the nave during the sequence hymn following behind the cross which will come 

down the aisle and then go into the downstairs annex classroom with the children rejoining their parents at 

the Peace. Adult Formation is also offered with our Seekers book study in the administration building and 

often we offer adult forums in the new building's Fellowship Hall. 
 

All are welcome to receive bread and wine during communion, including children. To receive bread, place 

your hands palms-up at the communion rail.  To receive wine, assist the Eucharistic Minister in guiding the 

chalice to your lips, or you may intinct by dipping the bread in the wine. If you do not wish to receive the 

bread or wine, place your arms across your chest to receive a blessing. Gluten-free wafers are available. 

Indicate your request by first extending your hands palms down when at the communion rail. The square 

wafers are kept in a separate holder, and you are invited to take one from this holder.  

The Liturgy for today is from The Book of Common Prayer, Planning for Rites and Rituals 2017, the Rev. 

Stephen M. Fearing, Council of Bishops 1995, Church of England, Presbyterian Church USA, Mt. Bethel UMC, 

and Liturgy Link. The hymns are from the 1982 Hymnal.  
 

IN THIS SERVICE 
Eucharistic Minister @ 9:  David Allen, Janet Allen  

Lectors @ 9:    John Morton, Kate Callahan  

Children’s Chapel @ 9:  Pam Roth, Arvilla Wubbenhorst  

Acolytes @ 9:                                          Jackson Lunsford-Poe, Lily Taber, Hannah Ruegg, Katherine Parker, 

                                                                 Isabella Rubino   

Healing Team Members @ 9:               Beth Knorr, John Morton 

Eucharistic Ministers @ 11:15:  Stacia Bontempo, Jim Hall  

Lectors @ 11:15:   Brett Snyder, Pat Hall   

Healing Team Members @ 11:15: Grant Harmon, Valery Weekley  

Acolytes @ 11:15   Caitlyn, Caroline, and Emily Bontempo  

Altar Guild:                                              Jan Little, Alice Gillis, Nancy Saroch  

Flower Guild:                                           Mary Kirkeby  

Coffeehour Hosts:                                  Emma Smith, Justyn Kopack, Elizabeth Kopack, Seung Won Wenz, 

                                                                 Heide Ruegg  
 

The greens on the altar this morning are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Christian Tanner 

by his family.  

WELCOME TO ST. MARGARET’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

 

FORMATION 

 

COMMUNION 

 

 LITURGY AND MUSIC 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

Leader  Let us prepare our hearts 

People  as we await the coming of our Lord. 

Leader  Let us watch for the one who heard our cries 

People  and shouldered the suffering of our world. 

Leader  Let us anticipate the coming of Christ’s eternal world 

People  with wholeness, reconciliation and plenty for all. 

Leader  Let us wait in expectation for the day 

People  when God’s glory is revealed in all its fullness. 
 

Leader  

This is the second Sunday in Advent. Today, we light two candles. Last Sunday, we lit the candle of hope. 

This Sunday, we also light the candle of peace. We pray the Prince of Peace is revealed to us today, for we 

long for peace in our lives, our homes, our families, our church, and our whole world. Help us to slow down 

and seek out the peace Jesus Christ provides, so we may become peacemakers for ourselves and others. 

Amen. 
 

The Advent candle is lit. 
 

 

HYMN                                                   Comfort, comfort ye my people                                                          Psalm 42 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2017 

9:00 & 11:15 A.M. 
THE HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II  
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OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

Celebrant     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People          And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Celebrant 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 

magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

TRISAGION                                                                                                                                                             Hurd 
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COLLECT FOR THE DAY     
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our 

salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming 

of Jesus Christ our Redeemer, the Prince of Peace; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The people are seated. 

LESSON                                                                                                                               Isaiah 40:1-11 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 

Comfort, O comfort my people, 

says your God. 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

and cry to her 

that she has served her term, 

that her penalty is paid, 

that she has received from the LORD's hand 

double for all her sins. 

A voice cries out: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, 

and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

and the rough places a plain. 

Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

and all people shall see it together, 

for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

A voice says, “Cry out!” 

And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All people are grass, 

their constancy is like the flower of the field. 

The grass withers, the flower fades, 

when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 

surely the people are grass. 
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The grass withers, the flower fades; 

but the word of our God will stand for ever. 

Get you up to a high mountain, 

O Zion, herald of good tidings; 

lift up your voice with strength, 

O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 

lift it up, do not fear; 

say to the cities of Judah, 

“Here is your God!” 

See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 

and his arm rules for him; 

his reward is with him, 

and his recompense before him. 

He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 

he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

and carry them in his bosom, 

and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUAL                                                                                                                                                    Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

 
 

1       You have been gracious to your / land, O LORD,* 

         you have restored the good for/tune of Jacob. 

 

2       You have forgiven the iniquity of your / people* 

         and blotted / out all their sins. 

 

8       I will listen to what the LORD God is / saying,* 

         for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 

         and to those who / turn their hearts to him. 

 

9       Truly, his salvation is very near to those who / fear him,* 

         that his glory may / dwell in our land. 

 

10     Mercy and truth have met to/gether;* 

         righteousness and peace have / kissed each other. 

 

11     Truth shall spring up from the / earth,* 

         and righteousness shall look / down from heaven. 

 

12     The LORD will indeed grant pros/perity,* 

         and our land will / yield its increase. 

 

13     Righteousness shall go be/fore him,* 

         and peace shall be a / pathway for his feet. 
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EPISTLE                                                                                                                                                             2 Peter 3:8-15a 
 

A reading from the second letter to Peter. 
 

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand 

years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with 

you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, 

and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the 

earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 

 

Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of 

holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the 

heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his 

promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 

 

Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot 

or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 

 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

The people stand as they are able. 
 

Children’s Chapel begins here at the 9 a.m. service for children from ages three to second grade. Children leave the 

nave during this sequence hymn following behind the cross which will come down the aisle and then go into the 

downstairs annex classroom with the children rejoining their parents at The Peace. 
 

As the Gospel moment approaches, and the book is processed and the music plays, everyone turns and reorients 

themselves to face where the Gospel is, for the teachings of Jesus reorient our lives towards Him, and at this moment, 

we become the Jesus Movement. –Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 
 

SEQUENCE HYMN                              Savior of the nations, come!                   Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland 
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GOSPEL                                                                                                            Mark 1:1-8 

Priest The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
 

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

who will prepare your way; 

the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight.’” 
 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to 

him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s 

hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who 

is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his 

sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The people are seated. 
 

SERMON                                                                                                                                    The Rev. Dr. Henrietta Wiley 
 
A moment of silence is kept after the sermon. 

 

The people stand as they are able. 

 

NICENE CREED 
 

Celebrant and People 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 

Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all 

things were made.  
 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 

Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one 

holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 

the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                                          Rev. Stephen M. Fearing 

 

Leader 

God of our Highest Hope, 

we come to you this day as your servants, 

gathered to worship you and you alone. 

As we continue this Advent journey, 

help us to focus on you and the true meaning of this season: 

Help us to worship fully, O Lord. 

 

Even as we share the joy we find in you with one another, 

we are mindful of those for whom joy is hard to find, 

     for those who don't have enough clothes, 

     for those who don't have enough food, 

     for those who don't have enough shelter, 

     for those who don't have enough protection and justice, 

Help us to bear the good fruit that the Baptist called us to bear, 

being mindful of those around us who are without during this season of giving. 

Help us to give more, O Lord. 

 

Gracious God, may the joy we find  

not be a commodity to be hoarded 

but a gift to be shared with one another. 

Help us to spend less, while giving more, O Lord. 

 

We pray this day for the leaders of the world and of the church,  

May they reflect your light into the dark corners of our world. 

 

We pray for those on our parish prayer list...and all who are suffering in mind, body and spirit... 

(The People add their own petitions either silently or aloud.) 

May your tender mercy reach them  

and fill their lives with your peace and healing grace. 

 

We thank you for the certainty that those who have died are alive in your light... 

(The People add their own petitions either silently or aloud.) 

We pray for all of those bereaved,  

that they would find comfort in their sorrow. 

 

Celebrant 

O Holy One, Let every valley be lifted up and every mountain and hill be made low, that all people may 

see the revelation of the glory of God in the power of the Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN  
 
All kneel or remain standing as they are able. 

 

Celebrant 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
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Celebrant and People 

Almighty God, our heavenly father, 

who causes light to shine out of darkness  

in the advent of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

to take away the sins of the world; 

we humbly confess our transgressions and ask your forgiveness. 

We ask that the spirit of Christ may be born anew within us, 

and that we may glorify his nativity  

with hearts of compassion, 

deeds of kindly service, 

and the spirit of goodwill toward all mankind; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 

ABSOLUTION                                                                                                               

 

Celebrant 

The God who promised never to leave us or forsake us has come to us in Jesus Christ who binds up the 

brokenhearted, heals all our infirmities, and relieves our burden of sin. So arise, shine; for your light has come. 

And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. Amen. 

 

PEACE 
 

Celebrant    The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People           And also with you. 
 

The Peace is then exchanged and the people are seated. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
The people remain seated while offertory music is played, and bread and wine are brought to the altar. An offering of 

gifts is collected, and along with the bread and wine, they are presented to God as thanksgiving for the blessings 

poured out onto us. Our gifts: bread, wine, music and money, become sacramental in God’s economy. 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                         This is the Record of John                                                       Gibbons 

   Doreen Campbell, Soloist 
 

The people stand as able.             
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                                                                         Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

Celebrant       The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant    Lift up your hearts. 

People            We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant       Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People            It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Celebrant 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. 
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Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of 

everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may 

without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

SANCTUS                                                                                                                                                                                                             Hurd                                                      

 
 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and 

become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share 

our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice 

for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which 

is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink 

this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 

of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 

drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 

and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of 

your eternal kingdom. 
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All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 

honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER     
 

Celebrant:   

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

People:        

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

AGNUS DEI                                                                                                                                                                      Hurd 

 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ lived and died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

The people are seated.  

 

A member of the Healing Team is available for prayers in the back of the church during communion. Gluten-free wafers 

are available for communion. Indicate your wish for a gluten-free wafer by first extending your hands palms down when 

at the communion rail. The square wafers are kept in a separate holder and you are invited to take one from this holder. 
 

COMMUNION ANTHEM                       Comfort Ye and Ev'ry Valley from Messiah                                            Handel 

                                                                                         Jon Enriquez, Soloist 
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COMMUNION HYMN                                   O day of God, draw nigh                                                St. Michael 

 

 
                     
After communion, the people stand as able when directed. 
 

SENDING FORTH OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS 
 

On most Sundays, we send out Eucharistic visitors to deliver the sacraments to those who cannot be with us. This is the 

prayer we use to send them on their way. 

 

Celebrant  In the name of this congregation I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, to N. that they may 

share with us in the sacrament of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

People             We who are many are One Body, because we all share one Bread, and one Cup. Amen. 
 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER                                                                                                         
 

Celebrant  

Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People  

God for whom we wait, 

you have fed us with the bread of eternal life: 

keep us ever watchful. 

that we may be ready  

to welcome the Son of Man, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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BLESSING  
 

Celebrant 

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in 

hope, and constant in love. Amen. 

 

HYMN                                                            Prepare the way, O Zion                                      Bereden vag for Herran                                       

 
      

DISMISSAL 
 

Celebrant      As we await our coming Savior, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In  

  the name of Christ.  

People           Alleluia. Amen. 
 

 

POSTLUDE                                                
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Grab an Advent Devotional 2017 Book in the narthex or church office. 
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