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If you are visiting us for the first time, let us offer you an especially warm welcome. We hope that you will enjoy 

worshiping with us. If at any moment in the service you are not sure what to do, ask any of your neighbors in the 

congregation—they will be happy to help you. We would like to continue our relationship with you, so please 

fill out a Connect card (found in the pew racks) and drop the card in the collection plate or hand it to one of 

the clergy or ushers.  

We provide Sunday School and Christian formation to children from ages 3 to 18 from Sept. – May from 10:15 

to 11 a.m. There is no Sunday School today for a special children’s event in the Parish Hall. While children are 

always welcome at all services, professional nursery care for children ages six weeks to four years is provided 

from 8:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Nursery (downstairs in the church’s annex building). Adult Formation is also 

offered during the 10:15 a.m. to 11 a.m. hour. The Seekers book study group meets in the administrative 

building. We also offer adult forums in the new building’s Fellowship Hall periodically during this formation time 

period. 

All are welcome to receive bread and wine during communion, including children. To receive bread, place 

your hands palms-up at the communion rail.  To receive wine, assist the Eucharistic Minister in guiding the 

chalice to your lips, or you may intinct by dipping the bread in the wine. If you do not wish to receive the 

bread or wine, place your arms across your chest to receive a blessing. Gluten-free wafers are available. 

Indicate your request by first extending your hands palms down when at the communion rail. The square 

wafers are kept in a separate holder, and you are invited to take one from this holder.  

Worship services at St. Margaret’s occur on Sundays at 7:30 a.m. (Rite I spoken service), and 9 a.m. & 11:15 

a.m. (Rite II with music). We also have a Wednesday morning service at 7:30 a.m. in the administrative 

reception room.  The Liturgy is from the Book of Common Prayer. Today's music this third Sunday is provided by 

our Third Sunday Band, who uses contemporary Christian music and new versions of hymns throughout the 

service. We hope you enjoy the diverse offerings of music at St. Margaret's.  

Transforming lives in Christ through worship, formation, and giving. 

Find us on Twitter:  @SMCAnnapolis 

 

Find our YouTube Channel:  Saint Margaret 

 

Find us on Facebook:  

Like our Public Page:   

https://www.facebook.com/smcannapolis/ 

Join our Members Group: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/smcannapolis/ 

 

Please "check in" on social media and then silence your cell phone. 

 

 

 

Cover:  Mattia Preti – John the Baptist, 1665 circa 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Peter W. Mayer, Rector * The Rev. Patti Sachs, Assistant Rector 

1601 Pleasant Plains Rd, Annapolis, MD  21409 * 410-974-0200 * www.st-margarets.org 

Emergency Pastoral Number:  443-837-5463 

WELCOME TO ST. MARGARET’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

 

FORMATION 
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INTROIT                                                               Prepare Ye the Way                                                    John Michael Talbot   

                                                                        I wonder as I wander                                    Traditional Appalachian Carol 

                                                                            Manger Throne                                                                         Julie Miller 
                                                                                    Third Sunday Band 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE                                                                              Episcopal Church of the Resurrection 
 

Leader 

We have lit the first two Advent candles, one for hope and one for peace. Today we light the third candle, 

the candle of joy. Joy is like an underground spring that wells up within us, but joy is also a choice, an attitude. 

So today we open ourselves to joy, trusting that God has already planted it in us.  
 

The candles of hope, peace, and joy are lit. 
 

Leader    Loving God,  

People    we open ourselves to you. Show us the creative power of hope. Teach us the peace that comes from 

justice. Fill us with the kind of joy that cannot be contained, but must be shared. Prepare our hearts to be 

transformed by you that we may walk in the light of Christ.     
 

Leader 

Rejoice in God always. For God has created you with the capacity for joy. Trust in God's good will for all of 

creation and open yourself this morning to God's gentle, transforming love and joy. Amen. 

                                                  

PROCESSIONAL HYMN                                 O come, O come, Emmanuel                                   Veni, Veni, Emmanuel 

Verses 1, 2, 5-8 only 

 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 16, 2018 

9:00 A.M.  

THE HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II  
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OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

Celebrant     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People          And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Celebrant     There is one Body and one Spirit; 

People          There is one hope in God’s call to us; 

Celebrant     One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 

People          One God and Father of all.   

 

COLLECT FOR THE DAY     
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by 

our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON                                                                                                                             Zephaniah 3:14-20 

    

A reading from the prophet Zephaniah. 

 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 

shout, O Israel! 

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

O daughter Jerusalem! 

The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, 

he has turned away your enemies. 

The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 

you shall fear disaster no more. 
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On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 

Do not fear, O Zion; 

do not let your hands grow weak. 

The LORD, your God, is in your midst, 

a warrior who gives victory; 

he will rejoice over you with gladness, 

he will renew you in his love; 

he will exult over you with loud singing 

as on a day of festival. 

I will remove disaster from you, 

so that you will not bear reproach for it. 

I will deal with all your oppressors 

at that time. 

And I will save the lame 

and gather the outcast, 

and I will change their shame into praise 

and renown in all the earth. 

At that time I will bring you home, 

at the time when I gather you; 

for I will make you renowned and praised 

among all the peoples of the earth, 

when I restore your fortunes 

before your eyes, says the LORD. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSE  (said responsively by half verse)                                                                                                  The First Song of Isaiah 

 

Surely, it is God who saves me; * 

I will trust in him and not be afraid. 

 

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 

and he will be my Savior. 

 

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 

from the springs of salvation. 

 

And on that day you shall say, * 

Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 

 

Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 

see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 

 

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * 

and this is known in all the world. 

 

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 

for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 
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SECOND READING                                                                                                                        Philippians 4:4-7 

 

A reading from the letter to the Philippians. 

 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is 

near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 

The people stand as they are able. 

 

Children’s Chapel begins here at the 9 a.m. service for children from ages three to second grade. Children leave the nave 

during this sequence hymn following behind the cross which will come down the aisle and then go into the downstairs 

annex classroom with the children rejoining their parents at The Peace. 

 

As the Gospel moment approaches, and the book is processed and the music plays, everyone turns and reorients 

themselves to face where the Gospel is, for the teachings of Jesus reorient our lives towards Him, and at this moment, we 

become the Jesus Movement. –Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN                                            On Jordan’s stormy banks  (Promised Land)          Stennett/Miller 
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GOSPEL                                                                                                                           Luke 3:7-18 

Priest The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 

flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We 

have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 

Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good 

fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire." 

And the crowds asked him, "What then should we do?" In reply he said to them, "Whoever has two coats 

must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise." Even tax collectors 

came to be baptized, and they asked him, "Teacher, what should we do?" He said to them, "Collect no 

more than the amount prescribed for you." Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what should we do?" He 

said to them, "Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your 

wages." 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 

whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you with water; but 

one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to 

gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

SERMON                                                                                                                                                    The Rev. Peter W. Mayer 
 

The people stand as they are able. 

 

PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATE 
 

The Celebrant says 

The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 

 

Parents and Godparents 

I present N. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
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When all have been presented the Celebrant asks the parents and godparents 

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith and life? 
 

Parents and Godparents 

I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant 

Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ? 
 

Parents and Godparents 

I will, with God's help. 
 

Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the parents and godparents  

Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness 

 that rebel against God? 

Answer I renounce them. 

Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of 

God? 

Answer  I renounce them. 

Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 

Answer I renounce them. 

Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 

Answer I do. 

Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 

Answer I do. 

Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 

Answer I do. 

 

The Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying 

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ? 

People We will. 
 

The Celebrant then says these words 

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant. 

 

The people stand as they are able. 

 

BAPTISMAL COVENANT 
 

Celebrant   Do you believe in God the Father? 

People         I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

               creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Celebrant   Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People         I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

                     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

                        and born of the Virgin Mary. 

                     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

                        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

                     He descended to the dead. 

                     On the third day he rose again. 

                     He ascended into heaven, 

                        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

                     He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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Celebrant   Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People        I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

                     the holy catholic Church, 

                     the communion of saints, 

                     the forgiveness of sins, 

                     the resurrection of the body, 

                     and the life everlasting. 

 

Celebrant    Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 

prayers? 

People         I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant   Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the 

Lord? 

People         I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant    Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

People         I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant     Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

People         I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant    Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human 

being? 

People         I will, with God’s help. 

 

BAPTISMAL PRAYERS  
 

Celebrant 

Let us now pray. 

 

A Lector leads the following petitions 

Leader    Deliver her, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 

People   Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader    Open her heart to your grace and truth. 

People    Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader    Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

People    Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader    Keep her in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 

People      Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader      Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit. 

People       Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader     Send her into the world in witness to your love. 

People       Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader     Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory. 

People      Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

The Celebrant says 

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his 

resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen. 
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The people may be seated.  

 

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the 

beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of 

promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, 

the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his 

resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring 

into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from 

sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the 

Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

BAPTISM 
 

The candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant who then pours water upon the candidate, saying 

N., I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Then the Priest places a hand on the person’s head, marking on the forehead the sign of the cross and saying to each 

one 

N., you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's own for ever. Amen. 

 

BAPTISMAL HYMN                                              Wade in the water                                                                Traditional 
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Celebrant  

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

 

Celebrant and People 

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and 

share with us in his eternal priesthood. Amen. 

 

PEACE 
 

Celebrant    The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People           And also with you. 

 

The people stand as able, exchange the Peace and are seated. 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC                                              Some children see Him                                                         Burt/Hudson 
Third Sunday Band 

 
The people remain seated while offertory music is played, and bread and wine are brought to the altar. An offering of 

gifts is collected, and along with the bread and wine, they are presented to God as thanksgiving for the blessings 

poured out onto us. Our gifts: bread, wine, music and money, become sacramental in God’s economy. 

 
The people stand as able when directed. 
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HOLY COMMUNION 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                 Scottish Liturgy 1982 
 

Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

The Celebrant proceeds 

Worship and praise belong to you, God our maker. Out of nothing, you called all worlds to be, and still you 

draw the universe to its fulfilment. Dawn and evening celebrate your glory till time shall be no more.  

 

Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have received us as your sons and daughters, made us citizens of your 

kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth. 

 

As children of your redeeming purpose who await the coming of your Son, we offer you our praise, with 

angels and archangels and the whole company of heaven singing the hymn of your unending glory: 

 

SANCTUS                                                                                                                                                                                Todd 
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The Celebrant continues 

Glory and thanksgiving be to you, most loving Father. In Jesus you showed us yourself. Our hope is built on him, 

the first, the last, the living one. Obedient, even to accepting death, He opened the gate of glory and calls us 

now to share the life of heaven.  

 

Before he was given up to suffering and death, alight with the vision of a feast that heralded a kingdom yet to 

come at supper with his disciples he took bread and offered you thanks. He broke the bread, and gave it to 

them, saying: "Take, eat. This is my Body: it is broken for you." 

 

After supper, he took the cup, he offered you thanks, and gave it to them saying: "Drink this, all of you. This is 

my Blood of the new covenant; it is poured out for you, and for all, that sins may be forgiven. Do this in 

remembrance of me." 

 

We now obey your Son's command. We recall his blessed passion and death, his glorious resurrection and 

ascension; and we look for the coming of his Kingdom. Made one with him, we offer you these gifts with them 

ourselves, a single, holy, living sacrifice. 

 

Hear us, most merciful Father, and send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this bread and this wine, that, 

overshadowed by his life-giving power, they may be the Body and Blood of your Son, and we may be kindled 

with the fire of your love and renewed for the service of your Kingdom. 

 

Help us, into the fellowship of Christ's Body to live and work to your praise and glory; may we grow together in 

unity and love until at last, in your new creation, we enter into our heritage in the company of the Virgin Mary, 

the apostles, and prophets, and of all our brothers and sisters living and departed. Through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory be to you, Lord of all ages, 

world without end. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER     
 

Celebrant:   

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Celebrant & People: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  
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as we forgive those  

who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
                                                                                                                                     

Celebrant       God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us. 

People             Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb. 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM                                                                                                                                               Todd 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ lived and died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

The people are seated. Gluten-free wafers are available for communion. Indicate your wish for a gluten-free wafer by first 

extending your hands palms down when at the communion rail. The square wafers are kept in a separate holder and you 

are invited to take one from this holder.  
 

COMMUNION MUSIC                                                    Deliver us                                                             Andrew Peterman    

                                                                       Creator of the Stars of Night                             Trad/Arr. Third Sunday Band 

                                                                                         Third Sunday Band 
 

After communion, the people stand as able when directed. 
 

SENDING FORTH OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS 
 

On most Sundays, we send out Eucharistic visitors to deliver the sacraments to those who cannot be with us. This is the 

prayer we use to send them on their way. 
 

Celebrant  In the name of this congregation I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, to N. that they may 

share with us in the sacrament of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

People              We who are many are One Body, because we all share one Bread, and one                           

                          Cup. Amen. 

 
Please note: There is no procession to classrooms today as there will be no Sunday School in order to celebrate St. 

Nicholas Day in the parish hall. 

 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER                                                                                                www.progressivechristianity.org 
 

Celebrant  

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People  

God of all grace,  

may we live in expectation and hope,  

and may the gifts we have received at this table  

remind us not only of the gift of your Christ,  

but of your steady presence among us,  

that we may act faithfully  

in response to your love.     

Amen. 

 

BLESSING  
 

May the grace of Jesus Christ, who is the same today, yesterday and forever, lead you to the love of God and 

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, and prepare you for the greater glory which is to come. Amen. 
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HYMN                                                                      Prepare the way, O Zion                      Bereden väg för Svenska Kyrkan 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Celebrant      Alleluia. Alleluia. Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

POSTLUDE                                                                 I Pray on Christmas                                                      Harry Connick Jr. 

                                                                                         Third Sunday Band 
 

 

In This Service 

 
Celebrant    The Rev. Patti Sachs 

Preacher    The Rev. Peter W. Mayer 

Third Sunday Band Members Al Todd, Emilie Stafford, Alli Smith, John Koloski, Ernie Tucker, Deb 

Callahan, Jaime Wilson, Dusty Macmillan    

Eucharistic Ministers   Elizabeth Bowers, Jim Barnett 

Lectors     Harry Caldwell, Kate Caldwell 

Acolytes Sydney Davis, Brooke Ware, Caroline Viscardi, Henry Macmillan, Hannah 

Ruegg  

Children's Chapel   Emily Delsordo, Cory Greene      

Altar Guild    Charlie Lang, Teresa Todd, Susie Byrom 

Flower Guild    Ann Lallande   

Coffeehour Hosts   Jan Little, Carol Williams 


