THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY
DECEMBER 24, 2020
7:00 P.M.

1601 PLEASANT PLAINS ROAD
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21409
(410) 974-0200 OFFICE (443) 837-5463 PASTORAL EMERGENCY
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THE REV. PETER W. MAYER, RECTOR THE REV. PATTI SACHS, ASSOCIATE RECTOR
JAMES DOUGLAS, DIRECTOR OF MUSIC & ORGANIST

WELCOME TO ST. MARGARET’S CHURCH
We are delighted that you are celebrating with us for the birth of Jesus Christ.
If you are visiting us for the first time, let us offer you an especially warm welcome. If you can, please let us know
you watched the service and go to our www.st-margarets.org website to fill out a newcomer’s form so we can
be in touch.
Follow our bulletin and feel free to sing and verbally say the print in bold.

PLEASE JOIN US…
CHRISTMAS DAY MESSAGE
10:00 A.M.
CHRISTMAS LESSONS AND CAROLS
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27
9:00 A.M.
SERVICE FOR NEW YEAR’S EVE
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31
5:00 P.M.

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS
Clergy

The Rev. Peter W. Mayer, Rector
The Rev. Patti Sachs, Associate Rector
Music
James Douglas, Director of Music & Organist
Cantors
Alice Conover, Anne Sessions, Elizabeth Parker, Katherine Parker
The Annapolis Bay Strings
Sally Amass, violin
Cindy Carmichael, viola
Paula McCarthy, violin
Katie McCarthy, cello
Lector
Jeff Conover
Flower Decorating
Stacy Canuel, Allison Mayer, Sophia Canuel, Sarah Mayer, Grace Feldmann

With appreciation to the St. Margaret's Flower Guild:
Stacy Canuel, Mollie Flounlacker, Shelly Hupp, Mary Kirkeby, Elizabeth Kopack, Ann Lallande, Kathy Lang, Cindy Lynch
and the St. Margaret’s Altar Guild:
Susie Byrom, Stephanie Ceruolo, Betsy Dobbs, Lynn Goff, Charlie Lang, Mary Lesster, Jan Little, Kim Morrow, Lisa Moylan,
Jeanne Nardi, Elizabeth Parker, Susan Roberts, Nancy Saroch, Lynn Sloan, Robert Thomas, Karen Winstead
FRONT COVER ART: NATIVITY BY GIOVANNI CASTIGLIONE
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PRELUDE
Adam lay ybounden

Martha Jones Burford

Adam lay ybounden, bounden in a bond. Foure thousand winter thought he not too long.
And all was for an apple, an apple that he took. As clerkes finden written in theire book.
Nay had the apple taken been. Nay had never our lady been heaven a queen.
Blessed be the time that the apple taken was. There we moun singen Deo Gracias!

I wonder as I wander

arr. Mark Schweizer

I wonder as I wander, out under the sky, How Jesus the Savior did come for to die
For poor on’ry people like you and like I, I wonder as I wander, out under the sky.
When Mary birthed Jesus, ‘twas in a cow’s stall, With wise men and farmers and shepherds and all.
But high from God’s heaven a star’s light did fall, And the promise of ages it then did recall.
If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing,A star in the sky, or a bird on the wing,
Or all of God’s angels in heav’n for to sing, He surely could have it, ‘cause he was the King.

Pastoral Symphony (from Messiah HWV 56)

George Frederic Handel

Infant holy, infant lowly

Traditional Polish Carol
Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall;
oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the babe is Lord of all.
Swift are winging angels singing, noels ringing, tidings bringing:
Christ the babe is Lord of all.
Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil 'til the morning new
saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true.
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow:
Christ the babe was born for you.

Antiphonal Carol

arr. Paul Manz
Listen children, hear the music Of the angels up above
Singing to our new-born Savior, Jesus Christ. Gloria!
In Bethlehem of David, In a manger so small,
Sleeps the Child, the Son of Mary, And Redeemer of all.
Let us hasten to the manger, See this lovely holy Child,
Give our hearts to be his cradle, His soft bed undefiled.
Happy hearts now join in singing, Let your lips no silence keep;
For the Lord, the Son of Heaven, Saved us from death’s dark sleep.

Sinfonia (from Christmas Oratorio BWV 248)

Johann Sebastian Bach
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THE ENTRANCE RITE
HYMN

O come, all ye faithful
1. O come, all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him,
Born the King of Angels:
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

Adeste fideles

2. God of God,
light of light eternal,
Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
Only-begotten,
Son of the Father:
Refrain

3. Sing, choirs of angels,
sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above;
Glory to God,
glory in the highest:
Refrain

BLESSING OF THE CRÈCHE
Priest
O great mystery, and wonderful sacrament, that animals should see the new-born Lord, lying in
a manger! Blessed is the Virgin whose womb was worthy to bear Christ the Lord. Alleluia!
Priest
People

The Word was made flesh.
And dwelt among us.

Priest

Let us pray.
Almighty God, who in the Incarnation of your Son has revealed to us the holiness of creation, be
pleased to bless and hallow this image of his sacred birth, so that those who gaze upon it may behold this
mystery, whereby humanity share in your very nature; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

HYMN

O come, all ye faithful

Adeste fideles

4. See how the shepherds
5. Child, for us sinners
Summoned to his cradle
poor and in the manger
Leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze;
we would embrace thee, with love and awe;
We too will thither
who would not love thee
Bend our joyful footsteps;
loving us so dearly?
Refrain
Refrain
6.

Yea, Lord we greet thee,
born this happy morning,
Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n;
Word of the Father,
now in flesh appearing:
Refrain
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CHRISTMAS ACCLAMATION
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy: a Savior is born to you. Alleluia.
Unto us a child is born. Alleluia.
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY
Celebrant
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE

Angels we have heard on high

1. Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo,
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Gloria

2. Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.
Refrain

COLLECT OF THE NATIVITY
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Celebrant
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that
we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with
you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 9:2-7

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
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For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
Reader
People

RESPONSE

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 96

(said responsively by half verse)

1

Sing to the LORD a new song;
sing to the LORD, all the whole earth.

2

Sing to the LORD and bless his Name;
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.

3

Declare his glory among the nations
and his wonders among all peoples.

7

Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples;
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.

8

Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name;
bring offerings and come into his courts.

9

Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness;
let the whole earth tremble before him.

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it;
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the LORD when he comes,
when he comes to judge the earth.
13 He will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with his truth.
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SECOND LESSON

Titus 2:11-14

A reading from Paul’s letter to Titus.
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly
passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the
blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave
himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are
zealous for good deeds.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN

The first Nowell

The First Nowell

1. The first Nowell the angel did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay, keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter's night that was so deep.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
born is the King of Israel.

2. They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the east beyond them far,
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night.
Refrain

3. And by the light of that same star
Three wise men came from country far;
To seek for a king was their intent,
And to follow the star wherever it went.
Refrain

4. Then let us all with one accord.
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord;
That hath made Heaven and earth of nought,
And with His blood our life hath bought.
Refrain

GOSPEL
Priest
People

Luke 2:1-14
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered.
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom
he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her
child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
But the angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
Priest
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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SERMON

The Rev. Peter W. Mayer

CREED
Celebrant

Let us declare our faith in God.

Celebrant and People
We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us with power from on high.
We believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The Church of England

Christ, for whom there was no room in the inn, give courage to all who are homeless; in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Christ, who fled into Egypt, give comfort to all refugees; in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Christ, who fasted in the desert, give relief to all who are starving; in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Christ, who hung in agony on the cross, give strength to all who suffer; in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Lord of the Church, hear our prayer, and make us one in heart and mind to serve you with joy for ever. Amen.

PEACE
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

HOLY COMMUNION
To give through your cell phone, text GIVESMC to 73256.

OFFERTORY CAROL

I sing of a maiden

I sing of a maiden that is makeless, King of all kings to her son she ches.
He came all so still where his mother was, As dew in April that falleth on the grass.
He came all so still to his mother's bower As dew in April that falleth on the flower.
He came all so still where his mother lay As dew in April that falleth on the spray.
Mother and maiden was never none but she. Well may such a lady Goddes mother be.
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Malcolm Archer

GREAT THANKSGIVING
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

Eucharistic Prayer A

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator
of heaven and earth.
Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was
made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage
of sin, and receive power to become your children.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS

Franz Schubert
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The Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out
his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this,
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
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The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink
of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve
you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Celebrant

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Celebrant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Celebrant
People

God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us.
Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb.

FRACTION ANTHEM

F. Schubert
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Celebrant
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ lived and died for
you and feed on him in your hearts with thanksgiving.

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
Celebrant

The Church of England

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People
Loving God, whose Word has come among us
in the Holy Child of Bethlehem:
may the light of faith illumine our hearts
and shine in our words and deeds;
through him who is Christ the Lord. Amen.

HYMN

Silent night
1.

Silent night, holy night,
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child
Holy infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Stille Nacht

2. Silent night, holy night
Shepherd’s quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ the Savior is born,
Christ the Savior is born!

3. Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love’s pure light;
Radiant beams from thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

BLESSING
And now, O God, may the light of your life be kindled in us, and lead us to the shining truth, of God with
us, God for us, and God in us. Amen.
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HYMN

Hark! the herald angels sing
1. Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King:
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With th'angelic hosts proclaim,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King!"

Mendelssohn

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of the Virgin's womb:
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
Hail th'incarnate Deity,
Pleased with us in flesh to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel.
Refrain

3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
Risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that we no more may die,
Born to raise us from the earth,
Born to give us second birth.
Refrain

DISMISSAL
Priest
People

POSTLUDE

Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth in the name of the Newborn King.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
Pastoral (from Christmas Concerto)

You can give an offering to St. Margaret’s Church tonight
by texting GIVESMC to 73256.
You can give online at https://onrealm.org/smcannapolis/Give
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Arcangelo Corelli

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry
Christmas Message 2020
Joy to the world! The Lord is come: let earth receive her King; let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing.
Perhaps like me, you’ve sung this hymn for years – in church, at home with your family, gathered with friends and
neighbors. Perhaps you’ve sung it to yourself in your car, on a walk, or quietly in the dark of night.
Joy to the world!
While we may not feel joyful this year – as the pandemic of disease continues to bring sickness and death, when fear and
mistrust – a darkness – threatens to overcome the light – we, as followers of Jesus Christ must bear joy to this aching
world. We must shine light into the darkness.
Joy to the world!
Like much in our lives, proclaiming joy is difficult work – also good and essential work – especially now. Though we
mourn that which is lost in our lives, our families, and our communities.
Joy to the world!
while we strive to pull up the twisted and thorny vines of hatred and bigotry and anger.
Joy to the world!
through streaming tears and gritted teeth.
Joy to the world!
because God is breaking into our lives and into this world anew.
While this is a strange year, the ministry He gives us remains the same. We will prepare him room in our hearts by
taking on the ministry Jesus demands of us: feed those who are hungry; welcome the stranger; clothe those who are
naked; heal those who are sick; visit the prisoner. Love God. Love your neighbor. Sing joy into this old world. Prepare
him room.
St. Luke writes of the first Christmas, “[Mary] gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and
laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.” There, in the simplest bed, in the cool of the
night, in a trough, in bands of cloth, lies the One for whom no room was made. And yet strangely, there lies the One
whom not even the universe can contain.
Joy to the world! The Lord is come. In your hearts, in your homes, in your lives, prepare him room.
God love you; God bless you; and may God hold us all in those almighty hands of love.
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, Presiding Bishop and Primate, The Episcopal Church
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Get Involved at St. Margaret’s
Regular Meetings (Zoom)
St. Margaret’s Women’s Guild
1st Wednesday of the Month – 1 p.m. - Zoom
Senior Sessions (for those 65+)
2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month - Zoom
Regular Studies
Adult Book/Bible Study
Every Monday – 7:00 p.m. - Zoom
Morning Book Study
Every Thursday – 9:00 a.m. - Zoom
Children Formation
Godly Play for 3-4 year-olds
Godly Play for Grades K-1
Sparks Class for Grades 2-3
Class for Grades 4-5
Middle School Class
Videos sent out each week – Zoom meeting once a month
Contact: Gwen Davis – info@st-margarets.org
Youth Formation
Youth Group
Fellowship for Middle & High School Students
Mondays at 7:00 p.m.
Middle School Faith Formation
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
High School Faith Formation
Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.
Contact: Jeff Conover – jeff@st-margarets.org
Mission Outreach Efforts
The Light House
Center of Help
ACT of Anne Arundel County
West Annapolis Pop Up Pantry
Annapolis Immigration Justice Network
Arundel House of Hope
Allen Apartments
My Brother’s Pantry
Anne Arundel County Public Schools
and more!
Contact: Marti Engstrom, info@st-margarets.org

New Family Registration for the 2021-2022 school year begins on January 29, 2021.
New Family Tours on January 19 and 20, from 5:00-6:30 pm. Sign up for a tour using this link.
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