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Welcome to St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church 

If you are visiting us for the first time, let us offer you an especially warm 

welcome. If at any moment in the service you are not sure what to do, ask any 

of your neighbors in the congregation—they will be happy to help you. We 

would like to continue our relationship with you, so please fill out a Connect card 

(found in the pew racks and on the back tables) and drop the card in the 

collection plate or hand it to one of the clergy or ushers following the service. 

Yellow "welcome" bags are available from greeters in the sanctuary narthex and 

lobby of the parish hall for all newcomers. 

Children are loved and welcomed at St. Margaret’s 

While children are always welcome at all services, professional nursery 

care for ages 0-4 is lovingly provided from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Nursery 

(downstairs in the Annex building connected to the church). Please ask an usher 

for assistance in locating the Nursery. 

We provide Sunday School and formation for both adults and children for 

ages 3 and up on Sunday mornings from 10:20-11 a.m. Please ask an usher for 

directions to classrooms. 

Communion 

All are welcome to receive bread and wine during communion, including 

children. To receive bread, place your hands palms-up at the communion rail.  

To receive wine, assist the Eucharistic Minister in guiding the chalice to your lips, 

or you may intinct by dipping the bread in the wine. If you do not wish to 

receive the bread or wine, place your arms across your chest and you will 

receive a blessing. 

Gluten-free wafers are available for communion. Indicate your wish for a 

gluten-free wafer by first extending your hands palms down when at the 

communion rail. The square wafers are kept in a separate holder and you are 

invited to take one from this holder.                                    

 

IN TODAY’S SERVICE  
 

Celebrant:   The Rev. Dr. Rhetta Wiley 

Preacher:    The Rev. Peter W. Mayer 

Children's Chapel:     Emily Delsordo, Cory Greene   

Eucharistic Ministers:  Katy Strother, Ryan Smith 

Lector:      Russell Jackson, Elizabeth Bowers 
Acolytes:    Greta Lunsford-Poe, Sarah Mayer,  

       Allen Mayer, Kaden Huntley  

Altar Guild:      Charlie Lang, Jeanne Nardi, Susie Byrom  

Flower Guild:                   Cindy Lynch      

Coffeehour Hosts:     Arvilla Wubbenhorst, Hope and Don Schroeder, Stacy  

       Canuel, Anne Sessions 

Music:       Al Todd, Emilie Stafford, Alli Smith, Ernie Tucker, George  

       MacMillan, Deb Callahan, John Koloski, Jaime Wilson 
 

We rejoice in the Holy Baptism today of Emmaline Maddock Gray, daughter of Caroline and 

Travis Gray. 

 

Announcements are available in a one-page handout.  If you don’t receive it, please ask an 

usher for one.  
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PENTECOST SUNDAY 

MAY 20, 2018 

 11:15 A.M. 

HOLY BAPTISM & HOLY EUCHARIST – RITE TWO  

 

 

 
 

PRELUDE  Thy Mercy My God                                       Sandra McCracken 

                                                                  Pour Out Your Spirit                                                            Tom Lane 
                                                      My Redeemer Lives                                         Nicole Mullins 

                                                                           Third Sunday Band 
The people stand as able. 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN              Come, thou fount of every blessing                                      Nettleton 

   
OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

Celebrant    Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People        And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Celebrant    There is one Body and one Spirit; 

People         There is one hope in God's call to us; 

Celebrant   One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 

People         One God and Father of all. 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and nation by the 

promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the preaching of 

the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The people are seated. 
 

FIRST LESSON                                                          Acts2:1-21 
 

A reading from the book of Acts. 

 

When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And 

suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 

house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 

tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 

other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this 

sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in 

the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are 

speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 

Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 

Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from 

Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- in our own languages we hear them 

speaking about God's deeds of power." All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 

"What does this mean?" But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine." 

 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all 

who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not 

drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken 

through the prophet Joel: 

`In the last days it will be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

and your old men shall dream dreams. 

Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

and they shall prophesy. 

And I will show portents in the heaven above 

and signs on the earth below, 

blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

The sun shall be turned to darkness 

and the moon to blood, 

before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. 
 

Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.' 



 5 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 104:25-35, 37  (said responsively by whole verse)          

 
25     O Lord, how manifold are your works! * 

          in wisdom you have made them all; 

         the earth is full of your creatures. 

 

26     Yonder is the great and wide sea 

         with its living things too many to number, * 

         creatures both small and great. 

 

27     There move the ships, 

         and there is that Leviathan, * 

         which you have made for the sport of it. 

 

28     All of them look to you * 

         to give them their food in due season. 

 

29     You give it to them; they gather it; * 

         you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 

 

30     You hide your face, and they are terrified; * 

         you take away their breath, 

         and they die and return to their dust. 

 

31     You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; * 

         and so you renew the face of the earth. 

 

32    May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; * 

        may the Lord rejoice in all his works. 

 

33    He looks at the earth and it trembles; * 

        he touches the mountains and they smoke. 

 

34    I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; * 

        I will praise my God while I have my being. 

 

35    May these words of mine please him; * 

        I will rejoice in the Lord. 

 

37    Bless the Lord, O my soul. *  

        Hallelujah! 

 

SECOND LESSON  Romans 8:22-27 
 

A reading from Paul's letter to the Romans. 

We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the 

creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 

adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is 

not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it 

with patience. 
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Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but 

that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, 

knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the 

will of God. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God. 
 

The people stand as able. 
 

Children’s Chapel begins here at the 9 a.m. service for children from ages three to second grade. Children 

leave the nave during this sequence hymn following behind the cross which will come down the aisle and 

then go into the downstairs annex classroom with the children rejoining their parents at The Peace. 

 

As the Gospel moment approaches, and the book is processed and the music plays, everyone turns and 

reorients themselves to face where the Gospel is, for the teachings of Jesus reorient our lives towards Him, 

and at this moment, we become the Jesus Movement. –Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 
 

HYMN                                                            Holy Spirit, Rain Down                                                      R. Frager 
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GOSPEL 
          John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Jesus said to his disciples, “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, 

the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify 

because you have been with me from the beginning. 

 

“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am 

going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I have 

said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your 

advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I 

go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and 

righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about 

righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about 

judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 
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“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth 

comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak 

whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, 

because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this 

reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 
 

Priest   The Gospel of the Lord. 

People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The people may be seated. 
 

SERMON The Rev. Peter W. Mayer 
 

A moment of silence is observed after the sermon. 
 

The people stand as able. 
 

PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATE 
 

The Celebrant says 

The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
 

Parents and Godparents/Sponsor 

I present N. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
 

When the child has been presented the Celebrant asks the parents and godparents 

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith 

and life? 
 

Parents and Godparents 

I will, with God's help. 
 

Celebrant 

Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ? 
 

Parents and Godparents 

I will, with God's help. 

Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the candidate who can speak for himself and of the 

parents and godparents who speak on behalf of the younger child.  

Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness 

 that rebel against God? 

Answer I renounce them. 

Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the 

creatures of God? 

Answer  I renounce them. 

Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 

Answer I renounce them. 

Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 

Answer I do. 

Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 

Answer I do. 

Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 

Answer I do. 

 

The Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying 

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in 

Christ? 

People We will. 
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The Celebrant then says these words 

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal 

covenant. 

 

The people stand as able. 

 

BAPTISMAL COVENANT 
 

Celebrant   Do you believe in God the Father? 

People         I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

               creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Celebrant   Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People         I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

                     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

                       and born of the Virgin Mary. 

                     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

                       was crucified, died, and was buried. 

                     He descended to the dead. 

                     On the third day he rose again.                    

  He ascended into heaven, 

                       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

                     He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Celebrant   Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People        I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

                     the holy catholic Church, 

                     the communion of saints, 

                     the forgiveness of sins, 

                     the resurrection of the body, 

                     and the life everlasting. 

Celebrant    Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 

bread, and in the prayers? 

People         I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant   Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 

return to the Lord? 

People         I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant    Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

People         I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant     Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as   yourself? 

People         I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant    Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 

every human being? 

People         I will, with God’s help. 
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PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATE 
 

Celebrant 

Let us now pray. 
 

A Lector leads the following petitions 
 

Leader    Deliver her, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 

People   Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader    Open her heart to your grace and truth. 

People    Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader    Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

People    Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader    Keep her in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 

People      Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader      Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit. 

People       Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader     Send her into the world in witness to your love. 

People       Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader     Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory. 

People      Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

The Celebrant says 

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the 

power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

The people may be seated. 

 

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in 

the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt 

into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by 

the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the 

bondage of sin into everlasting life. 

 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it 

we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful 

obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing 

them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are 

cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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BAPTISM 
 

The candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant who then pours water upon the 

candidate, saying N., I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 

 

Then the Priest places a hand on the person’s head, marking on the forehead the sign of the 

cross and saying N., you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's own for 

ever. Amen. 
 

BAPTISMAL HYMN                              Wade in the Water                                                  Traditional 

  
 

 
The Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
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Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon this 

your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised her to the new life of grace. Sustain her, O 

Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give her an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to 

persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. 

Amen. 

 

The Celebrant says 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

 

Celebrant and People 

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his 

resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 

 

PEACE  
  

Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you.   

People And also with you. 
 

The people greet one another with the Peace and are seated. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FORMATION LEADERS RECOGNITION 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

The people remain seated while offertory music is played, and bread and wine are brought to the altar. 

An offering of gifts is collected, and along with the bread and wine, they are presented to God as 

thanksgiving for the blessings poured out onto us. Our gifts: bread, wine, music and money, become 

sacramental in God’s economy. 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                     Let me be                                        Aaron Senseman 

                                                                             Third Sunday Band 

GREAT THANKSGIVING Eucharistic Prayer B 
 

The people stand as able. 
 

Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

The Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.   

 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. In fulfillment of his true promise, the Holy Spirit came down on this 

day from heaven, lighting upon the disciples, to teach them and to lead them into all truth; 

uniting peoples of many tongues in the confession of one faith, and giving to your Church the 

power to serve you as a royal priesthood, and to preach the Gospel to all nations. 
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

SANCTUS  Todd 

 

 

 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.  
 

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 

Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 

before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 

death into life.  
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which 

is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”   

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  
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Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory. 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine.   

 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  
 

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 

country where, with the Ever-blessed Virgin Mary, Margaret and all your saints, we may enter the 

everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 

creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.  
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we pray, 
 

People and Celebrant  

   Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

FRACTION ANTHEM                                                                                                                                     Todd     
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The people are seated. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
 

Celebrant 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ lived and died for 

you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

All are welcome to receive bread and wine during communion, including children. To receive  

bread, place your hands palms-up at the communion rail. To receive wine, assist the Eucharistic Minister in 

guiding the chalice to your lips, or you may intinct by dipping the bread in the wine. If you do not wish to 

receive the bread or wine, place your arms across your chest and you will receive a blessing. Gluten-free 

wafers are available for communion. Indicate your wish for a gluten-free wafer by first extending your 

hands palms down when at the communion rail. The square wafers are kept in a separate holder and you 

are invited to take one from this holder. 
 

COMMUNION MUSIC                                      Come as you are                                                   Crowder 
                                                                                 Third Sunday Band 

  

COMMUNION HYMN                               Come down, O Love divine                                Down Ampney 
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The people stand as able once all have been served. 
 

SENDING FORTH OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS 
 

On most Sundays, we send out Eucharistic visitors to deliver the sacrament to those who cannot be with us. 

This is the prayer we use to send them on their way. 
 

 

Celebrant 

In the name of this congregation I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, to (N.) that they may 

share with us in the sacrament of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

People 

We who are many are One Body, because we all share one Bread, and one Cup. 

 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER                                                                                                 Church of England 
 

 

Gracious God, lover of all, 

in this sacrament we are one family in Christ your Son, 

one in the sharing of his body and blood 

and one in the communion of his Spirit: 

help us to grow in love for one another 

and come to the full maturity of the Body of Christ. 

We make our prayer through your Son our Savior. Amen. 

 

BLESSING                                                                                                                             Christ Church Phoenix 
 

May Almighty God, who enlightened the minds of the disciples by pouring out upon them the 

Holy Spirit, make you rich with his blessing, that you may abound more and more in that Spirit for 

ever and ever. Amen. 
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HYMN                                                                From Jerusalem                                                       T. Walker 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
 
Priest  Alleluia, alleluia.  Let us go forth in the name of the Risen Christ. 

People Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

POSTLUDE   
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WE THANK OUR FORMATION VOLUNTEERS FOR 2017-18 

 

JENNIFER ALBANESE 

JENNA LANE 

RUTH HARMON 

D’ANNA FARRELL 

KARIN EKHOLM 

SYDNEY DAVIS 

LINDSAY MORGAN 

MATT CHASSE 

DAVID BENSON 

LISA MOYLAN 

LUKE MORGAN 

MORGAN VAN ARSDALL 

STEVEN CALDER 

GWEN DAVIS 

DOREEN CAMPBELL 

LISA BODY 

TAMMY ANDERSON 

DANA TIMMER 

ERICA SNOOK 

JUSTYN KOPACK 

PAUL O’DONNELL 

CATHERINE KELLY 

JOANIE CROSSMAN 

JULIE SVENDSEN 

KURT SVENDSEN 

CHRIS CRAFT 

ELIZABETH PARKER 

RICHARD SCHWAPPACH 

TIM PARKER 

SARAH BALCOM 

FROGGI JACKSON 

ERNIE TUCKER 

CORY GREENE 

EMILY DELSORDO 

TERESA TODD 

DANIELLE RUBINO 

PAM ROTH 

ARVILLA WUBBENHORST 

SYDNEY DAVIS 

ELLA TOMKO 

SPENCER JOHNSON 

KAREN ENGELKE 

JIM HALL 

SARAH WESTCOTT 

RHETTA WILEY 

PAT HALL 

ERNIE TUCKER 

VALERY WEEKLEY 

KATE CALDWELL 

HOPE STINSON 

JEFF CONOVER 

ALICE CONOVER 

SPENCER JOHNSON 

CHARLES RECTOR 
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May 20, 2018 

Day of Pentecost 

 
 

Today we mark Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit among the apostles and followers of 

Jesus. Celebrated 50 days after Easter (including the day of Easter itself), the name of the 

holiday comes from the Greek Pentēkostē, which literally means “the 50th day.”  

 

The events of the day are foretold by Jesus in the first chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, just 

before his Ascension. While his followers were with the risen Christ, he tells them, “John baptized 

with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now” (Acts 1:5, 

NRSV). He goes on to say to them, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth” (Acts 1:8). The followers would not wait long for the promised Spirit.  

 

The author of Acts, traditionally believed to be Luke, recounts: “When the day of Pentecost had 

come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like 

the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, 

as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled 

with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now 

there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound 

the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 

native language of each” (Acts 2:1-6). We celebrate Pentecost as the inauguration of the 

Church’s mission in the world. Empowered by the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are to go out into our 

neighborhoods and the wider world—to Jerusalem, to Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 

the earth—witnessing to the risen Christ. The Day of Pentecost is identified by the Book of 

Common Prayer as one of the feast days “especially appropriate” for baptism (Book of 

Common Prayer, p. 312).  

 

Because of this, Pentecost is also known as “Whitsun” or “Whitsunday” (“White Sunday”), a term 

used to describe the white baptismal garments worn by those who were baptized at the Vigil of 

Pentecost and then worn to church on the Day of Pentecost.  

 

Collect for Pentecost  

Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and nation by the 

promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the preaching of 

the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen (Book of 

Common Prayer, p. 227). 
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ST. MARGARET'S CHURCH 
 

Staff 

  
The Rev. Peter W. Mayer, Rector - peter@st-margarets.org 

The Rev. Dr. Rhetta Wiley, Interim Assoc. Rector - rhetta@st-margarets.org 

Elizabeth Radley, Director of Operations - elizabeth@st-margarets.org 

Laura Tayman, Planning & Communications Asst. - laura@st-margarets.org 

Jeff Conover, Youth Ministries Leader - jeff@st-margarets.org 

Teresa McCorkle, Bookkeeper - office@st-margarets.org 

Tricia McVeigh, Day School Director - tricia@st-margarets.org 

Jim Bowersox, Facilities Operations Asst. 

Judy Hall, Churchyard Administrator - churchyard@st-margarets.org 

Izzy Winn, Grants Administrator - missions@st-margarets.org 

 

Vestry Officers 
 

Paul O'Donnell, Senior Warden 

Steve Brennan, Junior Warden 

Charlie Lang, Treasurer 

Jim Barnett, Clerk 
 

Vestry Members 
 

Fran Becker 

Maggy Cullman 

Gwen Davis 

Christine Duray Feldmann 

Phil Graham 

Ruth M. Harmon 

Tim Parker 

Rex Pingle 

Al Todd 

Abby Wenz 

Sarah Westcott 

Brian Williams 

 

 

 


