THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
MAY 2, 2021
9:00 A.M. & 11:15 A.M.
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
1601 Pleasant Plains Road, Annapolis, MD 21409
(410) 974-0200 Pastoral Emergency (443) 837-5463
info@st-margarets.org

Welcome
If you are visiting us for the first time, let us offer you an especially warm welcome. We hope that you will enjoy worshiping
with us. If at any moment in the service you are not sure what to do, ask any of your neighbors in the congregation—they
will be happy to help you. We would like to continue our relationship with you, so please fill out a Connect card from an
usher and drop the card in the collection plate or fill in a contact form on our website’s newcomers page. Yellow
"welcome" bags are available from greeters for all newcomers.
Formation
We provide Sunday School and formation for both adults and children from ages 3 and up both online and in person.
Children’s Chapel Is available this morning starting during the Hymn before the Gospel with the children returning after the
sermon. Email info@st-margarets.org if you would like for your child to participate.
Communion
All are welcome to receive bread during communion, including children. To receive bread, place your hands palms-up. If
you do not wish to receive the bread, place your arms across your chest and you will receive a blessing. Gluten-free wafers
are available for communion. Indicate your wish for a gluten-free wafer by first extending your hands palms down. The wafers
are kept in a separate holder and you are invited to take one from this holder.
Liturgy and Music
Today’s liturgy is from the Book of Common Prayer, and the music from the 1982 Hymnal and other approved sources.

IN TODAY’S SERVICE
Preacher:
Celebrant:
Music:
Lectors:
Altar Guild:
Flower Guild:

The Rev. Peter W. Mayer, Rector
The Rev. Patti Sachs, Associate Rector
Jim Douglas, Director of Music
Elizabeth and Katherine Parker, Cantors
Barbara Marder, Mel Kessler
Elizabeth Parker, Susan Roberts, Lyn Sloan, Betsy Dobbs
Cindy Lynch
Find us on

www.facebook.com/smcannapolis
www.youtube.com/c/saintmargaret
www.onrealm.org/smcannapolis

Please “check in” on social media and silence your cell phone.
We now offer giving by text!
Simply text GIVESMC to 73256 and follow the prompts.
Your receipt will be emailed to you. It's that simple!
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WELCOME
The People stand as able.

HYMN

On this day, the first of days

Gott sei Dank

The People remain standing as they are able.

EASTER ACCLAMATION
Celebrant
People

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify
your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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SONG OF PRAISE

Robert Powell
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COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be
the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.
The People are seated.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST LESSON

Acts 8:26-40

A reading from the book of Acts.
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem
to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official
of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship
and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip,
“Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked,
“Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited
Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone
else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about
Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water!
What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and
the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit
of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found
himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until
he came to Caesarea.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 22:24-30

(said responsively by half verse)

24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; *
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.
25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: *
"May your heart live for ever!"
26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, *
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.
27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; *
he rules over the nations.
28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; *
all who go down to the dust fall before him.
29 My soul shall live for him;
my descendants shall serve him; *
they shall be known as the Lord's for ever.
30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn *
the saving deeds that he has done.

SECOND LESSON

1 John 4:7-21

A reading from the first letter of John.
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows
God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God's love was revealed among us in this
way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us
so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in
us, and his love is perfected in us.
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and
do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus
is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been perfected
among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world.
There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears
has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, "I love God," and hate
their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love
God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love
their brothers and sisters also.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The People stand as able.
Children’s Chapel begins here at the 9 a.m. service for children from ages three to second grade. The children rejoin their
parents at The Peace.

HYMN

What wondrous love is this

GOSPEL
Priest
People

Wondrous Love

John 15:1-8
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me
that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been
cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.
Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown
into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will
be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”
Priest
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The People may be seated.

SERMON

The Rev. Peter W. Mayer

A moment of silence is observed after the Sermon.
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The People stand as able.

NICENE CREED
Celebrant and People
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Form III

O God, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
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Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Risen Christ, your hands are stretching out into our lives; your spirit revives our souls and refreshes those who have
become weary. Bless us this morning, that we may live in the strength of the new life in you, who are reigning
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
It is customary to omit the Confession of Sin during the season of Easter.

PEACE
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The People greet one another with the Peace and are seated.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

HOLY COMMUNION
OFFERTORY MUSIC

Peace to you

Robert Lucas Pearsall

Peace to you, my peace be with you.
As the Father sent me, now I send you.
Receive the Holy Spirit.
My peace I give to you, now and for ever. Amen.
The People stand as able.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

Eucharistic Prayer B

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, God Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth.
But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the
true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has
destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS

R. Powell

The Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made
flesh, Jesus, your Son.
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have
brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this,
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory.
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation,
this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,
that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things
in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Ever-blessed Virgin Mary,
Margaret and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. By him, and
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Celebrant

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Celebrant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Celebrant
People

God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us.
Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb.

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

FRACTION ANTHEM

R. Powell

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Celebrant
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ lived and died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
The People are seated.
All are welcome to receive bread during communion, including children. To receive bread, place your hands palms-up at
the communion rail. If you do not wish to receive the bread, place your arms across your chest and you will receive a
blessing. Gluten-free wafers are available for communion. Indicate your wish for a gluten-free wafer by first extending your
hands palms down. The square wafers are kept in a separate holder and you are invited to take one from this holder.
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COMMUNION MUSIC

Christ, the vine

Alfred Fedak

Christ, the vine, and God, the gardener, we the branches bearing fruit.
We can bring forth shoots of promise when our lives in Christ take root.
Christ, the fruit from Jesse springing, you fulfilled the prophet’s trust.
And you pray that we, your body, will fulfill your trust in us.

HYMN

I am the vine

John Bell

The People stand as able.

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
Celebrant

United Church of Canada

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People
Thank you, O Christ, for this feast of life.
We are fed by your love;
we are strengthened by your life.
We are sent forth into this world
to live your way and share your joy.
We are now commissioned to:
feed as we have been fed,
forgive as we have been forgiven,
love as we have been loved.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

BLESSING
Celebrant
May God, who through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ has given us the victory, give you
joy and peace in your faith; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
among you and remain with you always. Amen.
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HYMN

O love, how deep, how broad, how high

DISMISSAL
Priest
People

Alleluia, alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of the Risen Christ.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

POSTLUDE
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Deus tuorum militum

Seeing God in Creation
For safety reasons, we are having just one age group per day.
The group grade levels are what the students will be going into for the 2021-2022 year.
June 27 – Preschool/K

June 28 – Grades 1 & 2

June 29 – Grades 3-5

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. -- No fee to attend!
Volunteers are needed - Both adults and youth
Children of volunteers are guaranteed a spot.
Contact The Rev. Patti Sachs, patti@st-margarets.org
Look for registration in Realm.
Not a Realm user? Email info@st-margarets.org.
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Trust, Reconciliation and Reparations Task Force

The Truth, Reconciliation and Reparations Task Force has been developing as St. Margaret's response to the
Diocese of Maryland and The Episcopal Church's call for racial reconciliation and reparations. It is one of the
groups listed within REALM where there is much information posted about and for the Task Force. Beth Kopack
and Dan Tootle are the co-chairpersons, and they welcome any parishioners who are interested in joining. We
especially need more representation from our 20–50-year-old parishioners. We meet on the first Wednesday of
the month on Zoom at 6:45 p.m. to chat and 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. to accomplish our agenda.
There are 20 parishioners that currently make up the Task Force. The initial work of the Task Force has been
allocated to three subgroups as we develop our 2021 goals and action items. Mike Winn is leading "Historical
and Present Practices" subgroup, Beth Kopack is facilitating the "Education and Formation", and Dan Tootle
heads up "Community Outreach". The subgroups had an additional meeting in the March. These additional
meetings are only temporary and designed to make meeting our initial tasks more efficient. Each month the
subgroups present progress updates to the whole group. Going forward, monthly meetings will include
significant breakout room time for the subgroups to accomplish their business.
As many parishioners understand from our history, St. Margaret’s has benefitted from the racial policies of the
colonial, early-statehood, ante-bellum and post emancipation periods. Sadly, many unequitable practices
and policies continued in the Episcopal Church from the 1800s until 2000s and have only recently been
challenged and changed. The Task Force’s mission mirrors that of our diocesan and national church to
advance God’s beloved community by acknowledgement of the past, reconciliation to repair trust, and
reparations to further equitable opportunities.
We look forward to presenting the vestry and our parish with our goals and action items to meet this important
calling. Contact Beth Kopack, esolchamp@icloud.com, or Dan Tootle, dan.tootle@yahoo.com, to join the Task
Force.
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