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If you are visiting us for the first time, let us offer you an especially warm welcome. We hope that you will enjoy worshiping 

with us. If at any moment in the service you are not sure what to do, ask any of your neighbors in the congregation—they 

will be happy to help you. We would like to continue our relationship with you, so please fill out a visitor card (found in the 

pew racks) and drop the card in the collection plate or hand it to one of the clergy or ushers.  

We provide Sunday School and Christian formation to children from ages 3 to 18 from Sept. – May from 10:15 to 11 a.m. 

Locations of classes can be provided by one of our ushers. While children are always welcome at all services, professional 

nursery care for children ages six weeks to four years is provided from 8:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Nursery (downstairs in 

the church’s annex building). Adult Formation is also offered during the 10:15 a.m. to 11 a.m. hour. The Seekers book study 

group meets in the administrative building. We also offer adult forums in the new building’s Fellowship Hall periodically 

during this formation time period. 

All are welcome to receive bread and wine during communion, including children. To receive bread, place your hands 

palms-up at the communion rail.  To receive wine, assist the Eucharistic Minister in guiding the chalice to your lips, or you 

may intinct by dipping the bread in the wine. If you do not wish to receive the bread or wine, place your arms across your 

chest to receive a blessing. Gluten-free wafers are available. Indicate your request by first extending your hands palms 

down when at the communion rail. The square wafers are kept in a separate holder, and you are invited to take one from 

this holder.  

Worship services at St. Margaret’s occur on Sundays at 7:30 a.m. (Rite I spoken service), and 9 a.m. & 11:15 a.m. (Rite II 

with music). We also have a Wednesday morning service at 7:30 a.m. in the administrative reception room.  The Liturgy is 

from the Book of Common Prayer and the music from the “Hymnal 1982,” “Wonder, Love, and Praise,” and “Voices 

Found" or as otherwise noted.  

 

Transforming lives in Christ through worship, formation, and giving. 
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Please “check in” on social media and then silence your cellphones. 
 

PRELUDE                                                      
                 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN                                           Tell out, my soul                                                                  Birmingham 

 

THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

SEPTEMBER 30, 2018 

9:00 A.M. & 11:15 A.M. 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II  
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OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

Celebrant     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People          And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Celebrant 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 

magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GLORIA                                                                                                                                                                               Powell 
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COLLECT FOR THE DAY     
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your 

grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON                                                                                                                   Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 

        

A reading from the book of Esther. 

 

The king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second day, as they were drinking wine, the 

king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your 

request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have won your 

favor, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me-- that is my petition-- and the lives of my 

people-- that is my request. For we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be 

annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would have held my peace; but no 

enemy can compensate for this damage to the king.” Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, 

and where is he, who has presumed to do this?” Esther said, “A foe and enemy, this wicked Haman!” Then 

Haman was terrified before the king and the queen. 

 

Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Look, the very gallows that Haman has 

prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at Haman's house, fifty cubits high.” And the king 

said, “Hang him on that.” So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then 

the anger of the king abated. 

 

Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the provinces of King 

Ahasuerus, both near and far, enjoining them that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar 

and also the fifteenth day of the same month, year by year, as the days on which the Jews gained relief from 

their enemies, and as the month that had been turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning 

into a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts of food to 

one another and presents to the poor. 
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Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 124 (said responsively by whole verse) 

 

1  If the Lord had not been on our side, * 

 let Israel now say; 

 

2  If the Lord had not been on our side, * 

 when enemies rose up against us; 

 

3  Then would they have swallowed us up alive * 

 in their fierce anger toward us; 

 

4  Then would the waters have overwhelmed us * 

 and the torrent gone over us; 

 

5  Then would the raging waters * 

 have gone right over us. 

 

6  Blessed be the Lord! * 

 he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 

 

7  We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; * 

 the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 

 

8  Our help is in the Name of the Lord, * 

 the maker of heaven and earth. 

 

SECOND READING                                                                                                                         James 5:13-20 

        

A reading from the letter of James. 

 

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. Are any 

among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them 

with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and 

anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one 

another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human 

being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain 

on the earth. Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 

 

My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by another, you 

should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner's soul from death and will 

cover a multitude of sins. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 

The people stand as they are able. 
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As the Gospel moment approaches, and the book is processed and the music plays, everyone turns and reorients 

themselves to face where the Gospel is, for the teachings of Jesus reorient our lives towards Him, and at this moment, we 

become the Jesus Movement. –Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN                                   Spirit divine, attend our prayers               Nan danket all und bringet Ehr 

 
 

GOSPEL                                                                                                                       Mark 9:38-50 

Priest The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, 

because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in 

my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, 

whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the 

reward. 

 

“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better for 

you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes 

you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to 

the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame 

than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better 

for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where 

their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 
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“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have 

salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 

 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                                                                                                                    The Rev. Peter W. Mayer  
 

The people stand as they are able. 

 

NICENE CREED 
 

Celebrant and People 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven:  

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the Prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                                                                             Form III                  
 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

 

Leader  O God, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

People  That we all may be one. 
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Leader  Grant that every member of the Church  

  may truly and humbly serve you; 

People  That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

 

Leader  We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

People  That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

 

Leader  We pray for all who govern and hold authority 

   in the nations of the world; 

People  That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

 

Leader  Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

People  That our works may find favor in your sight. 

 

Leader  Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

People  That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

Leader  Give to the departed eternal rest. 

People  Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

Leader  We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

People  May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

Leader  Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially... 

 

The People may add their own petitions. 

 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your 

people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS  

 

Celebrant 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

The people may kneel or stand as able. 

 

Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God,we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
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ABSOLUTION 
 

Celebrant 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 

all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

PEACE 
 

Celebrant    The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People           And also with you. 

 

The people stand as able, exchange the Peace and are seated. 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN                                    All hail the power of Jesus’ Name                                            Coronation 
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An offering of gifts is collected, and along with the bread and wine, they are presented to God as thanksgiving for the 

blessings poured out onto us. Our gifts: bread, wine, music and money, become sacramental in God’s economy. 

 
The people stand as able when directed. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING                                              Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

The people stand as able. 

 

Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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The Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 

who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

SANCTUS                                                                                                                                                                         Powell 

 
 

The Celebrant continues  

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and 

become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share 

our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for 

the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, 

all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
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We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling 

his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 

drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 

serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 

eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 

honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER     
 

Celebrant:   

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Celebrant & People: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
                                                                                                                                     

Celebrant       God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us. 

People            Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb. 
 

FRACTION ANTHEM                                                                                                                                                               Powell     
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ lived and died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

The people are seated. Gluten-free wafers are available for communion. Indicate your wish for a gluten-free wafer by first 

extending your hands palms down when at the communion rail. The square wafers are kept in a separate holder and you 

are invited to take one from this holder.  
 

COMMUNION MUSIC                                                 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN                                If thou but trust in God to guide thee                   Wer nur den lieben Gott 

 

After communion, the people stand as able when directed. 
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SENDING FORTH OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS 
 

On most Sundays, we send out Eucharistic visitors to deliver the sacraments to those who cannot be with us. This is the 

prayer we use to send them on their way. 
 

Celebrant  In the name of this congregation I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, to N. that they may 

share with us in the sacrament of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

People              We who are many are One Body, because we all share one Bread, and one                           

                          Cup. Amen. 
 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Celebrant  

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People  

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us  

as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

BLESSING  
 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you 

always. Amen. 
 

HYMN                                                                 Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing                                       Sicilian Mariners 
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DISMISSAL 

Celebrant      Alleluia. Alleluia. Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

POSTLUDE                    

 

    

 
 

We are pleased to welcome our new Director of Music Jim Douglas to St. Margaret’s this morning. Jim comes 

to us from St. Matthew's Episcopal Church in Pennington, NJ. a New Jersey native who enjoys an active 

career as a church musician, professional singer, keyboardist, conductor and composer/arranger. He will 

serve as parish organist, director of adult and children's choirs, and the point person for music used in liturgy, 

services, as well as for musical groups wishing to perform at St. Margaret's. 
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In This Service 
 

Celebrant    The Rev. Patti Sachs 

Preacher    The Rev. Peter W. Mayer 

Music     Jim Douglas 

Eucharistic Ministers 9:00  Elizabeth Bowers, Jim Barnett  

Lectors  9:00    Phil Meeder, Elizabeth Bowers  

Children’s Chapel   Emily Delsordo, Cory Greene 

Eucharistic Ministers 11:15  Stacia Bontempo, Peg Overton 

Lectors  11:15    Rex Pingle, Valery Weekley  

Altar Guild    Charlie Lang, Hope Stinson, Stephanie Ceruolo 

Coffeehour Hosts   Elizabeth Kopack, Judy Hall, Lynne Killam, Jen Albanese 

 

The flowers on the altar this morning are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Nancy Ansley by 

her family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


