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Please silence all electronic devices and remain quiet  
during the Prelude as we prepare for worship. Thank you. 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Interlude (from Ceremony of Carols)            Benjamin Britten 

Polish Lullaby Carol                        Traditional arr. Edwin Arthur Craft 

Morgenstimmung (from Im Walde)                Johannes Snoer 
 

WELCOME 
 

INTROIT            Child so lovely       Traditional Venezuelan Carol 
 

Child so lovely, here I kneel before you,  
Child so lovely, you are Christ, my God. 

 

 
ENTRANCE RITE 

 
The People stand as they are able and sing the Hymn. 
 

HYMN                                            O come, all ye faithful (vs. 1 & 2)                                       ADESTE FIDELES 
 

 
 

BLESSING OF THE CRÈCHE 
 

Priest O great mystery, and wonderful sacrament, that animals should see the new-born Lord, lying in a 
manger! Blessed is the Virgin whose womb was worthy to bear Christ the Lord. Alleluia! 

 

Priest The Word was made flesh. 
People And dwelt among us. 
 

Priest Let us pray. Almighty God, who in the Incarnation of your Son has revealed to us the holiness of 
creation, be pleased to bless and hallow this image of his sacred birth, so that those who gaze upon 
it may behold this mystery, whereby humanity may share in your very nature; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  

People Amen. 
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HYMN                                             O come, all ye faithful (vs. 3 & 4)                                      ADESTE FIDELES 
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS ACCLAMATION 
 

Celebrant  Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy: a Savior is born to you. Alleluia. 
People   Unto us a child is born. Alleluia. 
Celebrant       Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People        And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

COLLECT FOR PURITY  
 

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  

People  Amen. 
 
The People remain standing as able and sing the Song of Praise. 
 

SONG OF PRAISE                                  Angels we have heard on high                               GLORIA 
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COLLECT OF THE NATIVITY 
 

Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant   Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that 
we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; 
where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. 

People Amen. 
 

The People are seated. 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
FIRST LESSON                  Isaiah 9:2-7 

from God’s Word, My Voice, A Children’s Lectionary 
 

Reader  A Reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

The people who have been walking in the dark for so long have finally seen a great light. You have pumped them 
up and expanded their joy. They are as happy as people who have harvested a fabulous crop and won’t go hungry 
this year, as happy as people are opening birthday presents, or dividing up found money. They no longer feel like 
they’re pulling someone else’s wagon. It’s time to throw the boots of the soldiers and their bloody clothes in the 
fire. A baby boy has been born for us. He will be someone whom we respect and look up to. And his name is Mighty 
God, Prince of Peace. His influence will keep growing until there is no end of peace for the family of King David 
and all who followed him. This baby boy will develop a nation held together with justice and goodness now and 
always.  
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSE                      Psalm 96 

from God’s Word, My Voice, A Children’s Lectionary 
 

Reader I’ve got a brand new song to sing to God. Everyone, join me in singing it. I’ll sing my new song to 
God and tell everyone God’s news is the best news ever. I’ll tell people I meet about God’s goodness 
and the wonderful things he does. There really isn’t anyone or anything like God. Which is one 
reason I love God.  

People  I’ve got a brand new song to sing to God. Everyone, join me in singing it.  
 

Reader Other people might think money or family or their job is more important, but it’s God who made 
everything they have and everything there is. So give your attention to God because God deserves it. 
Worship God when you see how beautiful the clouds are, or a rainbow in the sky, or a perfect little 
snowflake.  

People  I’ve got a brand new song to sing to God. Everyone, join me in singing it.  
 

Reader Tell everyone you know about God’s goodness and power that he uses to help people. Even the sky 
and the stars praise God. The sea roars and the fields and even the trees shout for joy when they see 
God coming. God is good, and God wants us to be the good the world can see.  

People  I’ve got a brand new song to sing to God. Everyone, join me in singing it.  
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SECOND LESSON   Titus 2:11-14 
from God’s Word, My Voice, A Children’s Lectionary 

 

A reading from Paul’s letter to Titus. 
 

For the grace of God has appeared, saving all of us from ourselves, training us to want goodness, and to live lives 
that are self-controlled, decent, and kind, while we wait for the hope and glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. Jesus gave himself for us so that we might be passionate for integrity and justice.  
 

Reader   The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
The People stand as they are able and sing the Hymn. 
 

HYMN                                                        The first Nowell                                              THE FIRST NOWELL 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                                                              Luke 2:1-14 
New Revised Standard Version Bible 

 

Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first 
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. 
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 
was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged 
and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place 
for them in the inn.  
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of 
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 
whom he favors!”  
 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The People are seated. 
 

SERMON The Rev. Peter W. Mayer      
 

A moment of silence is kept after the Sermon. 
 
The People stand as they are able. 
 

CREED 
 

Celebrant Let us declare our faith in God. 
 

Celebrant and People 
 We believe in God the Father,  
 from whom every family  
 in heaven and on earth is named. 
 We believe in God the Son,  
 who lives in our hearts through faith,  
 and fills us with his love. 
 We believe in God the Holy Spirit,  
 who strengthens us with power from on high. 
 We believe in one God,  
 Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE       
 

Leader Dear God, thank you for all the excitement this Christmas.  
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader  Thank you for the beautiful nativity story that tells us about the birth of Jesus.  
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader  Thank you for sending us your Son, a gift from you into this world.  
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader  As we look at the lights on the tree, remind us of the light Jesus brought to this Earth.  
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader  When we sing songs and carols, remind us of the hope Jesus showed everyone.  
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader  Help us all to share the light, hope and gift of Jesus to the world.  
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Priest Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave with you:" 
Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly 
City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever.  

People  Amen. 
 

PEACE   
 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

The People greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and then are seated.  
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 

 
The People remain seated while the offertory carol is sung, and bread is brought to the altar. An offering of gifts is collected, and along 
with the bread, they are presented to God as thanksgiving for the blessings poured out onto us. Our gifts: bread, music and money, become 
sacramental in God’s economy. To give through your cell phone, text GIVESMC to 73256. 
 

OFFERTORY CAROL                             Star high, baby low        David M. McKay 
 

Star high, baby low. Twixt the two, shepherds go.  
Find the baby, grasp the star Kneel in wonder, near and far. 

Star high, baby low. Twixt the two, the wise men go.  
Find the baby, grasp the star Heirs of all things near and far. 

Star high, baby low. Twixt the two we will go.  
Find the baby grasp the star Tell the story near and far. 
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The People stand as able at the direction of the Clergy. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING Eucharistic Prayer B 
 

Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant   Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

The Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth.  
 

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was 
made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of 
sin, and receive power to become your children. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

SANCTUS                                                                                                                                                                                         Franz Schubert  

 
 

The Celebrant continues 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the 
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior 
and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In 
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me."  
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all 
of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

Celebrant and People 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, 
this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body 
of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with Mary, Margaret, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 
now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER     
 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Celebrant and People 
 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy Name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION                              
 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ lived and died for 
you and feed on him in your hearts with thanksgiving. 
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The People are seated.  
 

Gluten-free wafers are available for communion. Indicate your wish for a gluten-free wafer by first extending your hands palms down when 
at the communion rail. The square wafers are kept in a separate holder and you are invited to take one from this holder.  
 

COMMUNION MUSIC 
 

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming (from Phantasie über zwei Weihnachtslieder, Op. 59)                     J. Snoer 
 

Still, still, still                     Traditional Austrian Carol arr. Richard Shephard 
 

Still, still, still, One can hear the falling snow.  
For all is hushed, the world is sleeping, 

Holy Star its vigil keeping, Still, still, still, One can hear the falling snow. 
Sleep, sleep, sleep, Tis the eve of our Savior's birth.  

The night is peaceful all around you, 
Close your eyes, let sleep surround you,  

Sleep, sleep, sleep, Tis the eve of our Saviour's birth. 
Dream, dream, dream, Of the joyous day to come,  

while guardian angels without number, 
Watch you as you sweetly slumber,  

Dream, dream, dream, Of the joyous day to come. 
 
The People remain seated and sing the Hymn. 
 

HYMN        What child is this, who, laid to rest                                      GREENSLEEVES 
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The People stand as directed after Communion. 
 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER                                                                                                        The Church of England 
 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 
 Loving God, 
 whose Word has come among us 
 in the Holy Child of Bethlehem: 
 may the light of faith illumine our hearts 
 and shine in our words and deeds; 
 through him who is Christ the Lord. Amen. 

 
The People remain standing as they are able and sing the Hymn. 

 

HYMN                                                                       Silent night, holy night      STILLE NACHT 
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BLESSING 
 

Celebrant And now, O Lord, may the light of your life be kindled in us, and lead us to the shining truth, of 
God with us, God for us, and God in us.  

People  Amen. 
 

The People remain standing and sing the Hymn. As the Clergy depart, they will asperge the People with Holy Water. 
 

HYMN                                                              Hark! the herald angels sing                MENDELSSOHN 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Priest  Alleluia! Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the newborn King.  
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE                                                       In dulci jubilo  Johann Michael Bach 
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SERVICE PARTICIPANTS  

 
 

CLERGY 
  

The Rev. Canon M. Joanna White, Celebrant 
The Rev. Peter W. Mayer, Preacher 

 
MUSICIANS 

 

Jim Douglas, Director of Music & Organist 
Kate Caldwell, Chorister Program Assistant  

Members of the Spirit Singers Cherubim & Seraphim 
Paula McCarthy, violin 

Anna Dunlap, harp 
  

READERS 
 

Charlotte Berthelotte & Olivia Felt 
Clara Berthelotte & Grace DelSordo 

Nolan Salvail 
Hadley Koloski 

 
ACOLYTES 

 

Emily Bontempo 
Connor Feldmann 
Grace Feldmann 

 
USHERS 

 

Stacia Bontempo 
Ray Feldmann 

Jim Hall 
Molly Owens 

 
 

Cover Artwork by Children of St. Margaret’s Church 
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CHRISTMAS FLOWERS DONATIONS 
 

 
 

In Memory of 
Ann Lallande by the St. Margaret’s Church family 
My husband Lloyd Richard Keyser by Carol Keyser 

Our mothers Susan Barnett and Ann Bell by Jim Barnett and Susan Roberts 
My husband Bob Rich by Joan Rich 

Beatrice, Joseph and Brud Quirk, Pearl, Clarence, and Roy Haugh by Anne and Judith Haugh 
Our parents Margaret and Clarence Becker & Marion and Robert Hecht by Rich and Fran Becker 

Our parents by Dan and Merla Tootle 
Our daughter Jenna Leigh Wynne by Susie Byrom and Robert Thomas 

My mother Amelie A. Sloan by Sam Sloan 
Thomas Salvail by Leslie and Ryan Salvail 

Caleigh Terrelonge by Brad and Kate Callahan 
Elizabeth Crossman and W.K. & Inez Pingle by Rex and Casey Pingle 

Frances Sellar by Kathy and Charlie Lang 
Our parents by Ray and Carol Mach 

My husband Sandy Robbins and grandson Jack Higgins by Marlene Robbins 
Our parents Frank & Lucy Muller and Louis & Elizabeth Robbins by Marlene Robbins 

 

 

 
 

 

In Gratitude for 

Our 51st Anniversary by George and Barbara Breeden 
My sister and brother-in-law Sam and Lyn Sloan by Carol Keyser 

Our family near and far by Pete and Jeanne Nardi 
My parents Mary Belknap and Peter Boice by Caroline Boice 

Our many blessings by Anne and Judith Haugh 
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St. Margaret’s Church 

 

Staff  
 

The Rev. Peter W. Mayer, Rector 
The Rev. Patti Sachs, Associate Rector 

Elizabeth Radley, Director of Operations 
Jim Douglas, Director of Music 

Laura Tayman, Director of Communications 
Jeff Conover, Youth Ministries Leader 

Teresa McCorkle, Bookkeeper 
Tricia McVeigh, Day School Director 
Judy Hall, Churchyard Administrator 

Christine Feldmann, Grants Administrator 
 

Vestry Officers 
 

Kristen Berthelotte, Senior Warden 
Paul Schurke, Junior Warden 
Kathy Wiernicki, Treasurer 

Jim Barnett, Clerk 
 

Vestry Members 
 

David Allen 
Stacia Bontempo 
Marti Engstrom 

Barbara Friedmann 
Cory Greene 

Elizabeth Kopack 
Kathy Lang 

Luke Morgan 
Chris Prender 
Susan Roberts 
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