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WELCOME TO ST. MARGARETôS CHURCH  
If you are visiting us for the first time, let us offer you an especially warm welcome. We hope that you will enjoy worshiping 
with us. We would like to continue our relationship with you, so please fill out a visitor card which may be found in a pew 
packet or on our websiteôs Newcomers page, www.st-margarets.org/newcomers.html. 
  

SAFETY PROTOCOLS AT ST. MARGARETôS 
Our COVID-19 safety protocols have been relaxed and mask wearing is optional. Hand sanitizer bottles are offered 
throughout the campus. In the event of an emergency, please stay calm, stay seated, and listen for instructions. 
 

CHILDREN  AT ST. MARGARETôS 
Nursery care is provided on Sunday mornings by loving professionals for ages 0-3 from 8:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the low-
er floor of the Annex, the building attached to the Sanctuary. 
 

During the 9:00 a.m. service when the Hymn before the Sermon begins, children ages three and a half through fifth grade 
are welcome to follow the wooden cross out to attend Childrenôs Chapel with an age-appropriate lesson and music. They 
will return during announcements time. 
 

We provide Sunday School for children ages 3-14 most Sundays from September through May. To sign up your child, 
email Emily DelSordo, Childrenôs Formation Coordinator, at emily@st-margarets.org. Our Youth Group, fellowship for 
middle and high school students, is conducted on Mondays at 6:45 p.m. To register your youth, email Jeff Conover, Youth 
Ministries Leader, at jeff@st-margarets.org. 
 

On Mondays from September through May, we offer an evening of Faith and Fellowship, with choir rehearsals         
(grades K-5) and activities for their younger siblings at 5:15 p.m. followed by a Fellowship dinner for all ages at 6:15 p.m., 
with crafts for children afterwards. Adult choir rehearsal and adult formation take place after dinner at 7:00 p.m. Please 
check the church calendar at www.st-margarets.org/calendar.html to confirm programs are scheduled each week. 
 

Our Day School has been accredited by the National Association for the Education of Young Children and named a 
Green School by the State of Maryland. For ages 2-6, the school offers a quality curriculum and special activities such as 
Spanish, STEM lessons, music, and physical education. After school activities are also offered, such as soccer, ballet, and 
basketball. The school offers highly popular summer camps from June to August for ages 2-10. More information may be 
found on their website at www.stmargaretsdayschool.org. 
  

ADULT  FORMATION  AT ST. MARGARETôS 
We offer adults a variety of ways to grow in faith. Our Thursday Morning Book Club meets through Zoom at 9:00 a.m., 
while our Senior Sessions for those 65+ are held on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m., also on 
Zoom. 
 

St. Margaretôs is known for its support of many outreach efforts both locally and around the world. From Winter Relief,     
producing masks and prayer shawls, and assisting with feeding the hungry, we are an active and committed church. Our 
Endowment Grants annual program has provided millions of dollars to organizations here and across the globe. To get 
involved, visit the Missions page on our website at www.st-margarets.org/missions.html. 
  

MUSIC AT ST. MARGARETôS 
Here at St. Margaretôs, we are blessed with a vibrant music ministry that has something for everyone, presently consisting 
of an adult choir, a K-12 chorister program (grades K-2, 3-5, 6-12), handbell ensembles, and the contemporary music     
ensemble Third Sunday Band. If you would like to find out more about our music ministry and are interested in joining 
any of our ensembles, please email Director of Music Jim Douglas at music@st-margarets.org. Membership in our choirs 
and ensembles is open to all, regardless of religious affiliation or background. Please visit the music page on the website at 
https://www.st-margarets.org/music.html. The Music Ministry calendar may also be found on the website at https://
www.st-margarets.org/music-calendar.html. 
 

The liturgy and music for today is led by Director of Music Jim Douglas, Chorister Program Assistant Kate Caldwell, the 
Spirit Singers Cherubim and Seraphim (grades K-5 choristers), harpist Rebecca Smith, and cellist Will Cravens. It is drawn 
from The Book of Common Prayer, the 1982 Hymnal, and other resources as noted. Permission to print and live-stream 
music granted through OneLicense #A-709554 and CCLI #661345/#CSPL068962. 

http://www.st-margarets.org/newcomers.html
mailto:Emily@st-margarets.org
mailto:Jeff@st-margarets.org
http://www.st-margarets.org/calendar.html
http://www.stmargaretsdayschool.org
http://www.st-margarets.org/missions.html
mailto:music@st-margarets.org
https://www.st-margarets.org/music.html
https://www.st-margarets.org/music-calendar.html
https://www.st-margarets.org/music-calendar.html
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Please silence all electronic devices and remain quiet  
during the Prelude as we prepare for worship. Thank you. 

 
 
PRELUDE                 Away in a manger             arr. Carlos Salzedo  
                                    Polish Lullaby Carol                  arr. Edwin Arthur Craft 
                              The Huron Carol/I wonder as I wander                 arr. Daron Rees-Rohrbacher 
 
WELCOME 
 
INTROIT                Come to us, Emmanuel                            Carol McClure 
 

Come to us, Emmanuel, Christ whose hope we now await,  
Whose birth the prophets did foretell, Come to us we pray. 
Come to us, Emmanuel, Christ whose peace we now await,  
Whose birth the prophets did foretell, Come to us we pray. 
Come to us, Emmanuel, Christ whose joy we now await,  
Whose birth the prophets did foretell, Come to us we pray. 
Come to us, Emmanuel, Christ whose love we now await, 
 Whose birth the prophets did foretell, Come to us we pray. 
Come to us, Emmanuel, Christ whose light we now await,  
Whose birth the prophets did foretell, Shine in us we pray. 

 

ENTRANCE RITE 
 
The People stand as they are able and sing the Hymn. 
 

HYMN                                          O come, all ye faithful (vs. 1 & 2)                                   ADESTE FIDELES 
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BLESSING OF THE CRÈCHE 
 

Priest O great mystery, and wonderful sacrament, that animals should see the new-born Lord, 
lying in a manger! Blessed is the Virgin whose womb was worthy to bear Christ the Lord. 
Alleluia! 

 

Priest  The Word was made flesh. 
People  And dwelt among us. 
 

Priest Let us pray.  
 Almighty God, who in the Incarnation of your Son has revealed to us the holiness of    

creation, be pleased to bless and hallow this image of his sacred birth, so that those who 
gaze upon it may behold this mystery, whereby humanity may share in your very nature; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

People  Amen. 
 
HYMN                                             O come, all ye faithful (vs. 3 & 4)                             ADESTE FIDELES 

 

 
 
CHRISTMAS ACCLAMATION  
 

Celebrant  Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy: a Savior is born to you. Alleluia. 
People   Unto us a child is born. Alleluia. 
Celebrant       Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People        And blessed be Godôs kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
COLLECT FOR PURITY  
 

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  

People Amen. 
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The People remain standing as able and sing the Song of Praise. 
 

SONG OF PRAISE                              Angels we have heard on high                            GLORIA 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE NATIVITY  
 

Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 
Celebrant   Let us pray. 

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: 
Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him 
perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in 
glory everlasting. 

People Amen. 
 

The People are seated. 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON                             Isaiah 9:2-7 
from Godôs Word, My Voice, A Childrenôs Lectionary 

 

Reader  A Reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

The people who have been walking in the dark for so long have finally seen a great light. You have 
pumped them up and expanded their joy. They are as happy as people who have harvested a fabulous 
crop and wonôt go hungry this year, as happy as people are opening birthday presents, or dividing up 
found money. They no longer feel like theyôre pulling someone elseôs wagon. Itôs time to throw the 
boots of the soldiers and their bloody clothes in the fire. A baby boy has been born for us. He will be 
someone whom we respect and look up to. And his name is Mighty God, Prince of Peace. His influence 
will keep growing until there is no end of peace for the family of King David and all who followed him. 
This baby boy will develop a nation held together with justice and goodness now and always.  
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 


