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THE GREAT VIGIL AND FIRST EUCHARIST OF EASTER 
 

LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 
 

Celebrant Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death to 

life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the 

Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory over 

death. 
 

Let us pray. O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light: Sanctify 

this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we 

may attain to the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Paschal Candle is lighted. 
 

The Celebrant, bearing the Paschal Candle, leads the Procession into the darkened church. The Procession pauses three 

times, and at each pause the following is sung. 
 

 
 
As the Paschal Candle is placed in its stand, the Cantor sings the Exsultet. 
 

EXSULTET 
 

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout Salvation for the victory of our 

mighty King. 
 

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for darkness has been vanquished by 

our eternal King. 
 

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant light, resound with the praises of 

your people. 
 

All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, pray with me to God the Almighty for the grace to sing 

the worthy praise of this great light; through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with him, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minister                People 

Cantor 

Cantor                  People 

Cantor 
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It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and voice, to praise you, the 

invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal 

Lamb, who at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and by his blood delivered your 

faithful people. 
 

This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt, and led them 

through the Red Sea on dry land. 
 

This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, and are restored to grace 

and holiness of life. 
 

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the grave. 
 

How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-kindness to us, that to redeem a 

slave, you gave a Son. 
 

How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. It restores innocence to the 

fallen, and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and brings peace and concord. 
 

How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and we are reconciled to God. 
 

Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. May it shine continually to 

drive away all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever burning—he who gives 

his light to all creation, and who lives and reigns  

 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Celebrant Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages past; 

and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption. 
 

FIRST LESSON               Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 
 

Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea 
 

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on them. In great 

fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, "Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that 

you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not 

the very thing we told you in Egypt, 'Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better 

for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness." But Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid, 

stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you 

see today you shall never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still." 
 

Then the Lord said to Moses, "Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But you lift up your 

staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. 

Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself 

over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the 

Lord, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers." 
 

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of 

cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and 

the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near 

the other all night. 

Cantor                People 
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Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, 

and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, 

the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea 

after them, all of Pharaoh's horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of 

fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged 

their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the Israelites, for the 

Lord is fighting for them against Egypt." 
 

Then the Lord said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the 

Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers." So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn 

the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 

The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had 

followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, 

the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 
 

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 

Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed 

in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 
 

Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women went out after her 

with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam sang to them: 
 

"Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea." 
 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God.  
 

RESPONSE                         Canticle—The Song of Moses                Plainsong (Tone 1/Tonus Peregrinus) 
 

 Refrain 
 

 
 

1 I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; * 

   the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea. 
 

2 The Lord is my strength and my refuge; * 

   the Lord has become my Savior. 
 

3 This is my God and I will praise him, * 

   the God of my people and I will exalt him. 
 

4 The Lord is a mighty warrior; * 

   Yahweh is his Name. 
 

5 The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; * 

   the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea. 
 

6 The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; * 

   they sank into the depths like a stone. 
 

7 Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; * 

   your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy. 
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8 Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? * 

   who is like you, glorious in holiness, awesome in renown, and worker of wonders? 
 

9 You stretched forth your right hand; * 

   the earth swallowed them up. 
 

10 With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; * 

   with your might you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling. 
 

11 You will bring them in and plant them * 

   on the mount of your possession, 
 

12 The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, * 

   the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established. 
 

13 The Lord shall reign * 

   for ever and for ever. (Refrain) 
 

Celebrant Let us pray. O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once 

delivered by the power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us 

of the salvation of all nations by the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered 

among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SECOND LESSON              Isaiah 55:1-11 
 

Salvation freely offered to all 
 

Ho, everyone who thirsts, 

     come to the waters; 

and you that have no money, 

     come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk 

     without money and without price. 

Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

     and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 

     and delight yourselves in rich food. 

Incline your ear, and come to me; 

     listen, so that you may live. 

I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

     my steadfast, sure love for David. 

See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

     a leader and commander for the peoples. 

See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 

     and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 

because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 

     for he has glorified you. 

Seek the LORD while he may be found, 

     call upon him while he is near; 

 

let the wicked forsake their way, 

     and the unrighteous their thoughts; 

let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, 
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     and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

     nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

     so are my ways higher than your ways 

    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

     and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 

     giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

     it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

   and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSE                                                                 Sicut cervus G.P. da Palestrina 
 

Sicut cervus desiderat ad fontes aquarum, ita desiderat anima mea ad te Deus. 
 

As the deer longs for the water-brooks, so longs my soul for you, O God. 
 

Celebrant Let us pray. O God, you have created all things by the power of your Word, and you renew the 

earth by your Spirit: Give now the water of life to those who thirst for you, that they may bring forth abundant 

fruit in your glorious kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THIRD LESSON Zephaniah 3:14-20 
 

The gathering of God’s people 
 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! 

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

O daughter Jerusalem! 

The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, 

he has turned away your enemies. 

The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 

you shall fear disaster no more. 

On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 

Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. 

The Lord, your God, is in your midst, 

a warrior who gives victory; 

he will rejoice over you with gladness, 

he will renew you in his love; 

he will exult over you with loud singing 

as on a day of festival. 

I will remove disaster from you, 

so that you will not bear reproach for it. 

I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. 

And I will save the lame 

and gather the outcast, 

and I will change their shame into praise 

and renown in all the earth. 
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At that time I will bring you home, 

at the time when I gather you; 

for I will make you renowned and praised 

among all the peoples of the earth, 

when I restore your fortunes 

before your eyes, says the Lord. 
 

Lector     The Word of the Lord. 

People      Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSE                                    New songs of celebration render                                              Rendez à Dieu 
 

 

 

 
 

Celebrant Let us pray. O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole 

Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquility 

the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being raised up,  

and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection 

by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS 
 

Celebrant Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his death, 

and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten observance is ended, to 

renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and all his works, 

and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy catholic Church. 
 

Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Father? 

People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Celebrant  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

 and born of the Virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. 
 

Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in 

 the prayers? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 

 human being? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant  May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water 

and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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EASTER ACCLAMATION  
 

Celebrant   Alleluia. Christ is risen! 

People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

As the Sanctuary lights are lighted, the candles on the altar are lighted from the Paschal Candle. 

 

HYMN                                                 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more                                       Engelberg 
 

 

 
 

COLLECT 
 

Celebrant      The Lord be with you. 

People           And also with you. 

Celebrant     Let us pray. Almighty God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of 

the cross, and by his glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant us so to die daily to 

sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

EPISTLE                                                                                                                                                             Romans 6:3-11 
 

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans. 
 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 

Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 

by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a 

death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was 

crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For 

whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We 

know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.  
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The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider 

yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

Lector     The Word of the Lord. 

People      Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL                   Mark 16:1-8     
 

Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People   Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so 

that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they 

went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance 

to the tomb?" When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled 

back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and 

they were alarmed. But he said to them, "Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was 

crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and 

Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you." So they went out and 

fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were 

afraid. 

 

Priest  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

SERMON       The Rev. Patti Sachs 

 

PEACE 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People And also with you.  

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THE FIRST EUCHARIST OF EASTER 
 

HYMN                                       Through the Red Sea brought at last, Alleluia!                                  Straf mich nicht 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                                                     Eucharistic Prayer B 
  

Celebrant     The Lord be with you. 

People         And also with you. 

Celebrant    Lift up your hearts. 

People         We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People         It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 

of heaven and earth. 
 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the 

true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has 

destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 

who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

SANCTUS                                                                                                                                                                                                 Franz Schubert  
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Celebrant We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of ancient Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above 

all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin 

Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 

to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death 

into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all 

of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

Celebrant and People 

 We remember his death, 

 We proclaim his resurrection, 

 We await his coming in glory; 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, 

this bread and this wine. 
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We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body 

of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 

through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, 

and bring us to that heavenly country where, with Mary, Margaret, and all your saints, we may enter the 

everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the 

head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 
 

Celebrant  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

Celebrant        God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us. 

People             Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb. 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM                                                                                                                                                      F. Schubert 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ lived and died 

for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER                                                                                                                 United Church of Canada 
 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 

Thank you, O Christ, for this feast of life.  

We are fed by your love;  

we are strengthened by your life.  

We are sent forth into this world to live your way and share your joy.  

We are now commissioned to:  

feed as we have been fed, 

forgive as we have been forgiven, 

love as we have been loved. 

Thanks be to God. Amen.   

 

BLESSING                                                                                                                                  
 

Celebrant May God the Father, by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, strengthen you to walk 

with him in his risen life; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 

you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
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HYMN                                                                          The day of resurrection!                                                           Ellacombe 
 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Priest  Alleluia, Alleluia!  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE                                               Canzona per sonare no. 4              Giovanni Gabrieli     

 

IN THIS SERVICE 
 

Clergy The Rev. Peter W. Mayer, Rector 

 The Rev. Patti Sachs, Associate Rector 

Lector Russell Jackson 

Altar Guild Jeanne Nardi, Jan Little, Mary Lesster, Kim Morrow 

Music Jim Douglas, Director of Music & Organist 

 Alice Conover, Trish Schilling, Anne Sessions, cantors 

 St. Margaret’s Brass Ginger Turner, trumpet  Ray Disney, trumpet  

  Richard Roberts, horn John Gifford, trombone 

  Phil Taylor, Tuba 
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We thank James Hanrahan and Alex Glass who have pre-recorded and edited all of our Holy Week videos this 

year including today’s service. It took numerous days and hours of recording and editing, 

 and we thank James and Alex for their time and talents. 

 

Upcoming Services 

 

Easter Morning Service 

Sunday, April 4 

9:00 a.m. 

 

Youth-Led Sunday Service 

Sunday, April 11 

9:00 a.m. 

 
Available on 

our Facebook public page (www.facebook.com/smcannapolis) 

our YouTube channel (www.youtube.com/c/saintmargaret) 

and our Holy Week page on our website (www.st-margarets.org) 

 

 

Re-gathering – In-person Worship 

Beginning Sunday, April 18 

7:30 a.m. (indoors) 

9:00 & 11:15 a.m. (outdoors-weather permitting) 

Space is limited. Sign-ups for attending starts  

the Monday before each week’s service. 

 

There will continue to be a 9:00 a.m. worship opportunity  

each Sunday morning online. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/smcannapolis
http://www.youtube.com/c/saintmargaret
http://www.st-margarets.org/

