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WELCOME TO ST. MARGARET’S CHURCH
If you are visiting us for the first time, let us offer you an especially warm welcome. We hope that you will enjoy worshiping with
us. We would like to continue our relationship with you, so please fill out a visitor card found in a pew packet or on our website’s
Newcomers page – www.st-margarets.org.

SAFETY PROTOCOLS AT ST. MARGARET’S
Our COVID-19 safety protocols have been relaxed, but please continue to wear masks while singing. Hand sanitizer bottles are
offered throughout the campus.

CHILDREN AT ST. MARGARET’S
Nursery care is provided by loving professionals for ages 0-3 from 8:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the lower floor of the Annex, the
building attached to the Sanctuary.
During the service when the hymn before the Sermon begins, children ages 4-7 are welcome to follow the wooden cross out
to attend Children’s Chapel, with an age-appropriate lesson and music. They will return during announcements time.
We provide Sunday School for children ages 3-14 most Sundays from September-May. To sign up your child, email
Emily@st-margarets.org. Our Youth Group, fellowship for middle and high school students, is conducted on Mondays at 6:45
p.m. To register your youth, email Jeff Conover, Youth Ministries Leader, at Jeff@st-margarets.org.
On Mondays, we offer an evening of Faith and Fellowship, with our chorister program (ages 5-10) and activities for their younger
siblings at 5:30 p.m. A Fellowship dinner for all ages is provided at 6:15 p.m., with crafts for children afterwards. Please look on
the church calendar on our website (under Quick Links at the bottom) to make sure the programs are taking place each
week.
Our Day School has been accredited by the National Association for the Education of Young Children and named a Green
School by the State of Maryland. For ages 2-6, the school offers a quality curriculum and special activities such as Spanish,
STEM lessons, music, and physical education. After school activities are also offered, such soccer, ballet, and basketball. The
school offers highly popular summer camps from June to August for ages 2-8.

ADULT FORMATION AT ST. MARGARET’S
We offer adults a variety of ways to grow in faith. On Monday evenings, adult studies are offered most Mondays at 7 p.m. after
the fellowship meal. Our Thursday Morning Book Club meets through Zoom at 9:00 a.m. Our Senior Sessions for those 65+ are
conducted the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. on Zoom.
St. Margaret’s is known for its support of many outreach efforts both locally and around the world. From winter relief, to
producing masks and prayer shawls, to assist with feeding the hungry, we are an active and committed church. Our
Endowment Grants annual program has provided millions to organizations here and across the globe. For more information
on getting involved, read the announcements sheet or view the missions tab on our website.

MUSIC AT ST. MARGARET’S
Here at St. Margaret’s, we are blessed with a vibrant music ministry that has something for everyone, presently consisting of
two adult choirs, a K-12 chorister program (grades K-2, 3-5, 6-12), and the contemporary music ensemble Third Sunday Band.
If you would like to find out more about our music ministry and are interested in joining any of our ensembles, please reach out
to Director of Music Jim Douglas at Music@st-margarets.org. Membership in our choirs and ensembles is open to all, regardless
of religious affiliation or background.
The liturgy and music for today is from The Book of Common Prayer, the 1982 Hymnal, and other resources as noted. Permission
to print and live-stream music granted through OneLicense #A-709554 and CCLI #661345/#CSPL068962.
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THE GREAT VIGIL
LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE
Celebrant

People

Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death to
life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer.
For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments,
we share in his victory over death.
Let us pray.
O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light:
Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly desires,
that with pure minds we may attain to the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Paschal Candle is lighted.
The Celebrant, bearing the Paschal Candle, leads the Procession into the darkened church. The Procession pauses three
times, and at each pause the following is sung.
Minister

People

As the Paschal Candle is placed in its stand, the Cantor sings the Exsultet.

EXSULTET
Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout Salvation for the victory of our
mighty King.
Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for darkness has been vanquished by
our eternal King.
Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant light, resound with the praises of
your people.
All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, pray with me to God the Almighty for the grace to sing
the worthy praise of this great light; through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with him, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God,
Cantor

People

Cantor

Cantor
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It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and voice, to praise you, the
invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal
Lamb, who at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and by his blood delivered your faithful
people.
This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt, and led them
through the Red Sea on dry land.
This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, and are restored to grace and
holiness of life.
This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the grave.
How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-kindness to us, that to redeem a slave,
you gave a Son.
How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. It restores innocence to the fallen,
and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and brings peace and concord.
How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and we are reconciled to God.
Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. May it shine continually to
drive away all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever burning—he who gives his
light to all creation, and who lives and reigns
Cantor

People

The People are seated.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
Celebrant

Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages past; and
let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption.

FIRST LESSON

Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21

Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea
As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on them. In great
fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, "Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that
you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not
the very thing we told you in Egypt, 'Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better
for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness." But Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid, stand
firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today
you shall never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still."
Then the Lord said to Moses, "Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But you lift up your staff,
and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. Then
I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over
Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord,
when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers."
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The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud
moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army
of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other
all night.
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and
turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the
waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after
them, all of Pharaoh's horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and
cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot
wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting
for them against Egypt."
Then the Lord said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the
Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers." So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn
the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea.
The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had
followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea,
the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.
Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel
saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed in the
Lord and in his servant Moses.
Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women went out after her
with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam sang to them:
"Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea."
Lector

The Word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

The People stand and sing the Hymn.

RESPONSE

Go down, Moses
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Go Down, Moses

COLLECT
Celebrant

People

Let us pray.
O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered by the
power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of
the salvation of all nations by the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be
numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The People are seated.

SECOND LESSON

Ezekiel 36:24-28

A new heart and a new spirit
Say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the
countries, and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all
your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put
within you; and I will remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my spirit
within you, and make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. Then you shall live in the
land that I gave to your ancestors; and you shall be my people, and I will be your God.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The People stand and sing the Hymn.

RESPONSE

Breathe on me, breath of God

Nova lita

COLLECT
Celebrant

People

Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of
reconciliation: Grant that all who are reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may show forth in
their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The People are seated.
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THIRD LESSON

Ezekiel 37:1-14

The valley of dry bones
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the
middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and
they were very dry. He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O Lord God, you know." Then he
said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the
Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause
flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know
that I am the Lord."
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the
bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon
them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath,
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and
breathe upon these slain, that they may live." I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into
them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up, and
our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am
going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the
land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves,
O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall
know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act," says the Lord.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The People stand and sing the Hymn.

RESPONSE

Spirit divine, attend our prayers

Nun danket all und bringet Ehr

COLLECT
Celebrant

People

Let us pray.
Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out of sin into righteousness and
out of death into life: Grant to those who are sealed by your Holy Spirit the will and the power to
proclaim you to all the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The People are seated.
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HOLY BAPTISM
PRESENTATION & EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATES
Celebrant

The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented.

Parents and Godparents

We present N. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.

When all have been presented, the Celebrant asks the Parents and Godparents

Parents and Godparents
Celebrant
Parents and Godparents
Celebrant
Parents and Godparents
Celebrant
Parents and Godparents
Celebrant
Parents and Godparents
Celebrant
Parents and Godparents
Celebrant
Parents and Godparents
Celebrant
Parents and Godparents

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the
Christian faith and life?
I will, with God’s Help.
Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of
Christ?
I will, with God's help.
Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against
God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the
creatures of God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
I renounce them.
Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?
I do.
Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
I do.
Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
I do.

After all have been presented, the Celebrant addresses the Congregation,

Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ?
We will.
Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal
covenant.

The People stand as able.

BAPTISMAL COVENANT
Celebrant
People

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Celebrant
People

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
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Celebrant
People

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Celebrant

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the
prayers?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human
being?
I will, with God’s help.

People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

PRAYERS
The Celebrant then says to the People

Let us now pray for N. who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth.
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader
People

Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Open their heart to your grace and truth.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit
Lord, hear our prayer.
Send them into the world in witness to your love.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.
Lord, hear our prayer.

The Celebrant says

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his
resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and for ever.
People
Amen.
The People are seated.
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THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning
of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of
promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as
the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin
into everlasting life.
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we
share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience
to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are
cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.

People

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever.
Amen.

BAPTISM
The Candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant who then immerses, or pours water upon the Candidate, saying

N., I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
People
Amen.
Then the Priest places a hand on the person's head, marking on the forehead the sign of the cross and saying,

N., you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's own for ever.
People
Amen.
The People remain seated and sing the Hymn.

HYMN

I want to walk as a child of the light
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Houston

The Celebrant says

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon these your servants
the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give
them an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you,
and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works.
People
Amen.
Celebrant

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

Celebrant and People
We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his
resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. Amen.
The People remain standing as able and all lights are lighted.

EASTER ACCLAMATION
Celebrant
People

Alleluia. Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

As the Sanctuary lights are lighted, the candles on the altar are lighted from the Paschal Candle.
The People remain standing and sing the Hymn.

HYMN

We know that Christ is raised and dies no more
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Engelberg

COLLECT
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross,
and by his glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant us so to die daily
to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your
Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The People are seated.

EPISTLE

Romans 6:3-11

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans.
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore
we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory
of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we
will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that
the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed
from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being
raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died
to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive
to God in Christ Jesus.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The People stand as they are able.

GOSPEL
Priest
People

Mark 16:1-8
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so
that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they
went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance
to the tomb?" When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled
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back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and
they were alarmed. But he said to them, "Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was
crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and
Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you." So they went out and
fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were
afraid.
Priest
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The People are seated.

SERMON

The Rev. Peter W. Mayer

The People stand as they are able.

PEACE
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The People greet one another in the name of the Lord and are seated.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE FIRST EUCHARIST OF EASTER
The People remain seated and sing the Hymn.

HYMN

Through the Red Sea brought at last, Alleluia!
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Straf mich nicht

The People stand as able at the direction of the Clergy.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

Eucharistic Prayer B

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth.
But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the
true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has
destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS

Franz Schubert

The Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior
and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all
of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation,
this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body
of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ,
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with Mary, Margaret, and all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now
and for ever.
People
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Celebrant

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Celebrant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Celebrant
People

God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us.
Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb.

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Celebrant

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ lived and died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts with thanksgiving.

The People are seated.
All are welcome to receive bread and wine during Communion, including children. To receive bread, place your hands
palms-up. If you do not wish to receive the bread, place your arms across your chest and you will receive a blessing. Wine
may be consumed from the cup, but we do not allow intincting or dipping.

HYMN

Love’s redeeming work is done

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
Celebrant

Savannah

United Church of Canada

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People
Thank you, O Christ, for this feast of life.
We are fed by your love;
we are strengthened by your life.
We are sent forth into this world to live your way and share your joy.
We are now commissioned to:
feed as we have been fed,
forgive as we have been forgiven,
love as we have been loved.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

BLESSING
Celebrant

People

May God the Father, by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, strengthen you to walk with
him in his risen life; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
among you, and remain with you always.
Amen.
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The People remain standing and sing the Hymn.

HYMN

The day of resurrection!

Ellacombe

DISMISSAL
Priest
People

Alleluia, Alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of the risen Christ.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

IN THIS SERVICE
Clergy
The Rev. Peter W. Mayer, Rector
The Rev. Patti Sachs, Associate Rector
Music
Jim Douglas, Director of Music
Members of the Adult Choirs
Lectors
Valery & Jim Weekley
Acolyte/Eucharistic Minister
Julie Svendsen
Usher
Judy Hall
This evening we celebrate the baptisms of Lukas Carlsson, son of Jennifer & Leif Carlsson, and
Caroline Olivia Cummins, daughter of Bethany & Josh Cummins.
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EASTER FLOWER DONATIONS

Given TO THE GLORY OF GOD and
In Memory of
My husband Bob Rich and Stephanie Jennings by Joan Rich
Gerald and Jeffrey Atterbury by Peggy Atterbury
Our parents Margaret & Clarence Becker and Marion & Robert Hecht by Rich and Fran Becker
My parents Roy and Anne Haugh by Judith Haugh
My grandparents Beatrice & Joseph Quirk and Pearl & Clarence Haugh by Judith Haugh
Our friend Suzi Jett by Ray and Christine Duray Feldmann
Our beloved grandmother/great grandmother Marie Kamps by Stephanie, Nick, and Sam Ceruolo
Our loved ones by Charlie and Kathy Lang
Our parents Joe & Louise Caldwell and George & Nancy Holmes by Harry & Kate Caldwell
My sister Margaret Creighton Carty and RADM & Mrs. Liles W. Creighton by Alice Creighton
Ann Lallande by the St. Margaret’s Flower Guild
Our parents Gerd and Nancy Drooff by Eric and Leah Drooff
Richard & Carol Finlay, Vera & Phil Hounsell, and Liz & Michael DePalma
by Liz Hutchison & Marc Hutchison
Dolores Gellici by Janet Gellici
Evelyn & Albert Daviou by Michelle Montalbano
My husband Sandy Robbins, Jack Higgins, Frank & Lucy Muller and Louis & Elizabeth Robbins
by Marlene Robbins
Our mothers Susan Barnett and Ann Bell by Jim Barnett and Susan Roberts
Our parents Ora & George Breeden and Marjorie & James Kelly by the Breeden Family & Jim Kelly
Don R. Wickstrand and Beth Chamberlin by Chris and Heidi Chamberlin
Our parents and brothers by Jim and Pat Hall
My parents Jacob Wheeler & Jean Skinner Bird by Bill Bird
My first husband Reverend W. Garner Werntz by Marcia Bird-Werntz
Lyman Black and Gordon Booth by Janis Brewer
My sister Marion Howell Leahey by Beth Knorr

Given TO THE GLORY OF GOD and
in Honor of
Our new grandson Levi by Jeff and Alice Conover
Our six granddaughters by Jim and Pat Hall
Trans families across America by Ray and Christine Duray Feldmann
Our St. Margaret’s Church family and Laura Tayman’s ten years of service at St. Margaret’s
by Jim (Tug) and Beth Knorr

18

Presiding Bishop’s Easter Message 2022
In Matthew’s gospel, the resurrection of Jesus is introduced this way: “After the Sabbath, as
the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the
tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord had descended
from heaven, came and rolled back the stone before the tomb until it was open.” A number
of years ago, when I was serving as the bishop of North Carolina, one of our clergy, the Rev.
James Melnick, offered a workshop on the Saturday before Palm Sunday on how to design,
and color, and make Easter eggs.
I attended the workshop with a number of other people from around the Raleigh area and
did my best to make an Easter egg. But Jim was a master at doing so. You see, Jim’s family
hailed from Ukraine, and he had been making those Easter eggs from childhood, and spoke
of his grandmother and the family tradition that hailed from Ukraine, the making of those Easter eggs. I knew the significance
of the Easter egg and Easter. I knew the stories and the truth and the teachings about the coming of new life into the world,
and the connection of life emerging from an egg, and Jesus rising from the dead, bringing new life and hope into our world.
But it became clear to me, in the last month or so, in this time when the people of the Ukraine are struggling for their freedom,
struggling to be what God intends for all people to be, free people, that, that egg, which is deeply embedded in the life and
the consciousness of the people of Ukraine, that those Easter eggs are not just mere symbols, but reminders of the reality of
the resurrection of Jesus. Think back. On Palm Sunday, Jesus entered Jerusalem, as we know, riding on a donkey. That was a
deliberate act on his part.
He entered Jerusalem at about same time that Pontius Pilate, the governor of Rome, would’ve been entering the city from
the other side, from the other gate. Pilate would’ve been riding a war horse, accompanied by a cavalry and infantry. He
would’ve been riding in the streets of Jerusalem at this, the dawn of the Passover, which was a celebration of Jewish freedom.
Harking back to the days of Moses and the Exodus, Pilate knew that the people would remember that God decreed freedom
for all people, and that the Roman empire, which held Judea as a colony, would need to put down, by brute force, any
attempt to strike a blow for their freedom.
So, Pilate entered Jerusalem on a war horse, and Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey. The way of humility, the way of the
love that we know from the God who is love, the way of truth, the way of compassion, the way of justice, the way of God,
the way of love. That way faced the way of the world, brute force, totalitarian power, injustice, bigotry, violence, embodied
in Pontius Pilate, governor of Rome. And the rest of the week was a conflict between the way of the empire and the way of
the kingdom or the reign of God’s love.
On Friday, the empire struck. Jesus was executed on the orders of the governor of Rome. He was killed, and hope seemed to
die with him. His followers fled, save those few women who stood by the cross, and save old Joseph of Arimathea and
Nicodemus, who provided a tomb for the body of Jesus. The Scripture says they placed his body in the tomb and rolled the
stone in front of the tomb. And there he lay dead, lifeless. There their hopes dashed on the altars of reality, their truth was
crushed to earth. Their love itself seemed to die. Then early Sunday morning, Mary Magdalene, and at least one other, and
maybe a few other women, went to the tomb to anoint his body, to do the rites of burial that were customary. But when they
got there, they realized that there had been an earthquake, that the earth, if you will, had been cracked open, and that the
tomb was empty. The tomb was open and empty. The earth had been cracked open, and they would soon discover that
Jesus had been raised from the dead. The earth cracking open, the tomb opening like an egg cracked open, and new life
emerging from it.
That is the victory of life. That is the victory of love. That is the victory of God. The resurrection of Jesus is the victory that we
can believe in and live by. Many years before South Africa ever saw its new day of freedom, I heard Desmond Tutu in
Columbus, Ohio. This was in the mid-1980s. This was while Nelson Mandela was still in prison, while there was no hope of
deliverance. I heard him say in his speech that I believe that one day my beloved South Africa will be free for all of her
children, Black, white, colored, Asian, Indian, all of her children. I believe it, because I believe that God has a dream for South
Africa, and nothing can stop God’s dream. And I believe that because I believe that God raised Jesus from the dead, and
nothing can stop God. Easter is the celebration of the victory of God. The earth, like an egg, has been cracked open, and
Jesus has been raised alive and new, and love is victorious.
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