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SpireThe
Religion, Spirituality, and Focus
By the Rev. Peter W. Mayer,  Rector

I

     I’ve been thinking about church a lot lately. From the 
tremendous witness at Annapolis Pride to the incredibly 
important ministry we do at the Allen Apartments each summer, 
it always amazes what we do when we are working together.

     Church has changed in the twenty-odd years I’ve been doing it for a career. For 
one, when I started, we didn’t have Facebook. We were lucky if a curriculum for 
adults or kids had something ‘electronic’ that you could ‘download’ and print. Social 
media has changed the way we all live, and the church as a community is no 
different. We are immediately connected, but also driven apart into silos where 
working together is difficult.
     At St. Margaret’s, we adopted Realm as our online community this summer to not 
only bring us closer together, but to share information more readily and easily, and to 
better protect our privacy. Facebook is a necessity, and we will always have a public 
page because it’s become the yellow pages of our day. But we will cease the private 
Facebook group, simply because many of our parishioners opted out of that platform 
altogether. I certainly use it a lot less. Realm will allow us to post and chat in the same 
way, but in a private and secure setting, with no algorithms figuring out what we ate 
for dinner.
     Realm will also replace our Constant Contact (where Dragontales and most mass 
communication from the office originate), our Google calendar (always accessible on 
our website, but now it will be more secure and still accessible to parishioners), and 
Sign-Up Genius (what we’ve used for potlucks, meal trains, and other ministries). 
Your Realm experience will be patterned to your ministries, as much or as little as 
you like.
     Finally, Realm makes it incredibly convenient to connect and give to your 
community. The Realm Shepherd app can be your instant directory! The Realm 
Connect app can serve as your mobile device’s gateway to communicating with and 
giving to St. Margaret’s. Perhaps the most used feature of Realm will be your ability 
to track your own giving through the year. No more waiting for mailed statements 
every few months! No more calls to the office to find out what you owe on your 
pledge! It’s all right there. And if you feel generous, giving a gift to St. Margaret’s is 
as easy as opening an email.

Rector’s Note continues on Page 3
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  Growing in Faith for all Ages
   By the Rev. Patti Sachs, Assistant Rector

Our Faith &Formation

Thursday Mornings @ 9:15 to 11 a.m. - Classroom E
Resumes Sept. 12 — Nursery care provided
All are welcome!

Our active intergenerational Thursday morning bible study resumes this fall  
continuing the study of Short Stories by Jesus, Jesus’ most popular teaching parables, 
making them lively and relevant for modern readers.

Starting in Oct. the group will study C.S. Lewis’ Mere Christianity.  In this classic, C.S. 
Lewis explores the common ground upon which all of Christian faith stand 
together. A limited number of books will be sold during coffeehour in the parish hall 
in late August. Books can also be purchased at biblio.com and amazon.com.

Aaaannnddddd, they’re off!
Did you have a great summer? Are you ready for fall? We’re getting geared up for 
some great programming this year! Faith and Fellowship begins Monday, 
September 9th. Our schedule will be a little different this year,. Please see the 
updated schedule on the next page.
Our opening Faith and Fellowship forum presentation (Sept. 9th) will be by Beth 
and Tug Knorr. We have been waiting to hear about their mission trip to Alabama. 
Their visit to the National Memorial for Peace and Justice (commonly known as the 
“lynching museum” ) was surely memorable and we are anxious to hear their story! 
Many thanks to Tug and Beth for putting this together for us. (See page 11.)

Parishioner Mike Winn will be rector at this fall’s Cursillo weekend (Nov. 8 – 10 at the Claggett Center). Mike will give 
us an all-about-Cursillo presentation on the 16th. Have you been curious about Cursillo? Join us to learn all about 
this exciting and fulfilling program.

Our Monday night book study starts September 23rd. We are anxious to begin Karen Gonzalez’s new book “The 
God Who Sees – Immigrants, the Bible and the Journey to Belong.” Books are available through Biblio.com, Amazon 
and Barnes and Noble. (A few copies will be available in the office for those without internet connectivity.)

This book is “a riveting story of seeking safety in another land.”  As previewed by Amazon, in “The God Who Sees,” 
immigration advocate Karen González recounts her family's migration from the instability of Guatemala to making a new life in 
Los Angeles and the suburbs of south Florida. In the midst of language barriers, cultural misunderstandings, and the tremendous 
pressure to assimilate, González encounters Christ through a campus ministry program and begins to follow him. Here, too, is the 
sweeping epic of immigrants and refugees in Scripture. Abraham, Hagar, Joseph, Ruth: these intrepid heroes of the faith cross 
borders and seek refuge. As witnesses to God's liberating power, they name the God they see at work, and they become grafted 
onto God's family tree. Find resources for welcoming immigrants in your community and speaking out about an outdated
immigration system. Find the power of Jesus, a refugee Savior who calls us to become citizens in a country not of this world.”  
We are really looking forward to delving into such a timely (and ageless) subject. Join us!

Calling all acolytes and acolyte wanna-bes!!

It’s going to be an exciting year to be an acolyte! Sign up to join the fun! There is a new 
schedule for training: Every other Sunday afternoon, 4 – 5 pm, will be training in 
church. This will begin on Sept. 8th. (so, Sept. 22nd, October 6th, etc.) Then there will be 
rehearsal Monday evenings at 5:45 p.m. before dinner just to iron out the kinks and go 
over Sunday’s duties. There is an Acolyte Festival in October at the National Cathedral! 
Acolytes from all over attend this event. Stay tuned for more information on this. 
(Another great reason to be an acolyte!) Check it out!!

One more thing….we are seeking a co-mentor to assist Julie Svendson in leading the 
group. This is a task that has been so ably fulfilled by George Breeden for many years. 
Deservedly, our George will be retiring from this position at the end of this month. 
Many thanks, George!!

Patti’s Note continues on next page
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Monday Evening Activities

Mondays
Starting Sept. 9, 2019

New Schedule for 2019-20

5:15-6pm
Spirit Singers Cherubim (K-2) Classroom C

 
5:15-6pm

Spirit Singers Seraphim (3-5) Classroom B 
 

5:30-6:20pm
Youth Chorale Option #1 (6-12) Choir Room

Option #2 on Wednesdays (same time)  in Choir Room

5:45 - 6:15 -  Acolytes Practice in Sanctuary

6:20 - Prayer Circle in Parish Hall

6:25—7:00 - Fellowship Dinner in Parish Hall

6:45-8:15 - Youth Group in Classroom D

7:00 p.m. - Motet Ensemble Rehearsal in 
Choir Room

7:00 - 8:30 - Adult Formation in Formation Bldg.

*Childcare available from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

And before you say, “No, Peter, I will NOT accept 
new technology! I’m going to die a luddite and I 
won’t go along!” let me say that if you have an email, 
as do 99.9% of our congregation, you already have 
accepted technology. This tech truly brings us 
together as a community, as a church, and helps us to 
do ministry more effectively. Some have cautioned 
me that the ‘older folk’ won’t get on board. I laugh, 
because those ‘older folk’ are actually quicker 
adapters of community-based ministry tools like this.

The point is that Realm will improve our church by 
helping us communicate, collaborate and be the 
church in new and more efficient ways. I hope that 
you will get onboard. We will have staff members 
and volunteers in the coming Sundays to help you 
get started. I’m looking forward to all the ways in 
which we can do ministry with Realm, and with each 
other.

Peter’s Note continued

There are lots of opportunities to take advantage of 
in our Formation programs. If you’d like to watch 
our Godly Play team in action, sign up to be a door 
person. You get to greet the children as they arrive 
and make each child feel welcome. That’s really 
about it! Then just enjoy the class as children listen 
to a story and then engage in interpreting the story 
through craft time. If you are willing to go a bit 
deeper, or would like to interact with some older 
children, Paul O’Donnell would welcome a partner 
for the 4th and 5th graders, and we will be needing 
additional help with the middle schoolers, as well. 
( I know you’ve been considering this for a long 
time…maybe it’s time to just go ahead and sign up!! 
Your efforts will be richly rewarded.) And Emily 
DelSordo is looking for a few more folks to help 
with Children’s Chapel. Spend some quality time 
with our young ones during the service. The leaders 
(you!) rotate during the month, so there is ample 
time to work this into your schedule.

So come on, family! Take a break from all the 
summer activities and settle back into our autumn 
rhythm. Sign up! Get involved! Be grateful for our 
St. Margaret’s family. See you soon!

Patti’s Note continued
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Lent A New Way of Communicating 
 

Communicate Easily
Direct messaging makes it easy for 
members in groups to start 
conversations one on one or 
communicate with all the members  
at one time.

Fellowship at Events
Open up the Realm mobile app to 
get details about upcoming events, 
see or give RSVPs, and note any 
number of guests or items people 
signed up to bring.

Reach Out Whenever Necessary
Tap on someone's profile to initiate 
contact immediately. It's super 
convenient, and you don't have to 
memorize anyone's contact 
information.

 
Know What's Happening
People can read church-wide 
posts, check out upcoming events, 
double-check group meetings, and 
RSVP to any church event.

Modernize Your Directory
The photo directory was church 
social networking 1.0, but today 
members can maintain their own 
info and photos and their 
communication preferences any 
time.

Review Personal Giving
Realm provides the tools 
members need to keep their giving 
more consistent. Anyone can 
review their total giving or check if 
a recent gift has been processed.

Why use it?

Through my eight years here at St. Margret’s, we’ve continually tried to 
up our efficiency game using evolving technology to meet the needs and 
expectations of parishioners. Website — check. Weekly e-news — check.
Online and text giving — check. Automated sign-ups — check. Social 
media outreach — check.

Over 20 years ago, St. Margaret’s purchased a new database system as its 
membership began to grow and paper records just couldn’t keep up. 
Now that same company, knowing this generation’s high expectations 
for information available 24/7, has created Realm — a new system that 
will allow parishioners to control their own contact information, view up-
to-date giving numbers, and communicate within various parish groups 
in one user-friendly system. 

Our rollout began this summer and continues in the fall. We emailed you 
a link to get started. Staff is helping with signing folks up during 
coffeehour on Sundays. Parishioners are also welcome to make an 
appointment with me or Elizabeth to bring laptops to the church office so 
we can help. And once you have signed in, go to www.realmuniversity.org 
and watch videos about all of the cool things available right at your 
fingertips.

We understand there are privacy concerns. That is actually a reason we 
are using Realm. Our Facebook members group activities will be 
switched over to our Realm system for security. And expanded online 
giving will avoid the need for mailing checks to the office.

In some ways, St. Margaret’s is still the little church on the corner. Our 
members love each other, love God, and love our neighbors. But 
churches, like all of society, change with the times. We would be remiss if 
we didn’t empower this church by providing the available tools needed 
to truly transform lives in Christ.

Try it!  
You’ll Like it!
by Laura Tayman,
SMC Staff

 Realm Launch Forum
Sunday, August 25

10:20 to 11 a.m.
Fellowship Hall
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Welcome Our New Music Director Music

hosted by the Third Sunday Band
Saturday, Oct. 12 - Fellowship Hall

Doors open at 6:30 p.m.
Music begins at 7:00 p.m.

I hope this finds SMC parishioners enjoying 
their summers! I write this Spire article fresh 
off the fantastic performance given by 
musicians from the 2019 Annapolis Chamber 
Music Festival. What a concert! For those who 
missed their music during services on Sunday 
August 4 and their concert here at St 
Margaret’s Tuesday August 6, please mark 
your calendars for the first Sunday and 
Tuesday of August 2020 when they return!

  Growing in Faith by Study
   By Jim Douglas, Director of Music

Special Music/Pick-up Choir Summer 2019
Many thanks to Kristen Berthelotte, Carolyn 
Sonnen, Linda Kessler, Hope Stinson and several 
members of our adult choirs who have provided 
special instrumental and choral music on several 
Sundays this summer. Your singing and playing 
always enhances the worship experience here at 
St Margaret’s, so thank you! 

Looking ahead to upcoming events this fall…

September
Youth Music Open House
Saturday, September 21, 2019

Join members of the SMC music ministry team 
for a fun morning of music making. All returning 
choristers and newcomers will join for full warm-
up, then split into three groups (grades K-2, 3-5 
and 6-12) for rehearsals to prepare music for the 
next morning’s worship services. Those youth 
who play instruments, including guitar and 
drums, will also gather and rehearse.   During a 
snack break, there will be time for Q&A for 
parents, followed by a short informal worship 
service to conclude the day’s activities. This will 
give both the youth and their families the chance 
to sing and play the music they learned earlier in 
the day.

Chorister for a Day
Sunday, September 22, 2019
                

All new and returning choristers will sing the anthems at the 9 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m. services. At 9 a.m., all children will participate in the 
entire service. Grades K-5 will sing an opening Introit at the start, 
grades 6-12 will sing during Communion, and all will sing during 
the Offertory at the middle of the service. At 11:15 a.m., they will 
sing at the same times but with a slightly different protocol that will 
be discussed during the open house the day before and in 
communications leading up to September 22.

October
Adult Choir Retreat

On Saturday, October 19, members of our Chancel Choir and Motet 
Ensemble will travel to Lewes, DE for an overnight choir retreat. St. 
Peter’s Episcopal Church, located in the heart of downtown Lewes, 
will host us for an afternoon of workshops, rehearsals and a dinner. 
We will join their adult choir for 10 a.m. Eucharist the next morning, 
Sunday, October 20 at 10 a.m. Many thanks to Rector Fr. Jeffrey Ross 
and Minister of Music T.J. Thomas for welcoming us for what will 
be a wonderful time of music-making and fellowship.

Visiting Youth Choir Initiative (Voices in Praise MD)  — Sunday, October 27, 2019
This particular Sunday will mark the first of several Sundays this school year where we will welcome youth choirs to 
join the St Margaret’s choristers in leading worship. On October 27 we welcome Voices in Praise from Friendship, MD 
and their director Holly Lee Reynolds for a joyous morning of singing at both 9 and 11:15 a.m. services.
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Missions News
A Summer of Outreach
By Joanna Tillman, Missions Committee Chair

Thank you to the 60+ parishioners who turned out for the 
first Annapolis Pride parade and festival to represent St. 
Margaret’s. It was an amazing turnout despite the heat.

Thank you for all of the donations in July for the Light 
House food pantry!

We appreciate the donations from SMC parishioners for 
our local My Brother’s Pantry who provided food for local 
school students during summer break. Well over 200 
boxes were collected!

Through a sponsorship from the Missions Commission, St 
Margaret’s became a founding member of the first annual 
Annapolis Pride Parade and Festival in downtown Annapolis 
on June 29. Acting out of a desire to seize the opportunity to 
celebrate our beloved St Margaret’s LGBTQ+ community, St 
Margaret’s demonstrated love and welcome by walking as a 
church in the parade behind a banner that read “Love Never 
Fails,” waving at the thousands gathered along West Street.

This celebration gave parishioners an opportunity to work for a 
cause together; over 60 St Margaret’s parishioners participated 
in planning our involvement, walking together in the parade, 
talking to the many people who came by our table in the 
festival, and playing music. Parishioners retold how several 
festival-goers who came by our table were surprised and 
touched that they would be invited to partake of communion 
during our church services. The day was a beautiful reminder 
of what God’s Table looks like.

Extra thanks to Deb Callahan who connected us with 
Annapolis Pride; Marti Engstrom, Elizabeth Radley and Laura 
Tayman who were instrumental in planning and prepping; our 
clergy Peter Mayer and Patti Sachs for their support and 
participation, and to each St Margaret’s parishioner who 
helped make this day a real success. The Missions Commission 
is looking forward to supporting the event again next year. 
Mark your calendars for June 27, 2020.

Local Back-to-School Drive  
As in past years, the Mission Commission provided the actual 
backpacks and parish families provided the school supplies for 
local students in need. We thank parishioner Barbara Marder for 
coordinating this effort. If you are still able to help, contact her at 
scubaesc@aol.com or 410-518-9978. 

S H O W C A S E
Sunday, October 13

10:15 to 11 a.m.

How do you want to make a difference?



Leadership
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Endowment Grants Deadline  — 
Nov. 30, 2019

The Missions Committee welcomes nonprofits locally, regionally, and 
around the world to submit grant proposals that meet the criteria of 
the church’s annual Endowment Grants program. Proposal guidelines 
and information can soon be found on our church website at 
www.st-margarets.org under the missions tab at the top. Grant 
applications will soon be available for download on the website. For 
more information, email missions@st-margarets.org.

St. Margaret’s Church
celebrates

the Endowment Grants Program
over 20 years of transforming lives in Christ

Sunday, October 27
10:15 a.m. in the Parish Hall

Anne Arundel Connecting Together (ACT) - is comprised of 25 Anne Arundel County 
houses of worship. Working together as a non-partisan, community group, ACT focuses 
its efforts in the areas of:
*Mental Health & Addictions; 
*Safe Neighborhoods & Affordable Housing; 
*Effective & Engaged Education; and Gun Violence Reduction. 

These multi-faith and multi-ethnic organizations, including St. Margaret’s, have been coming together to share 
concerns and building power not OVER someone but WITH someone. There have been several large ACTion events. 
The official launch of the non-profit entity in October of 2018, highlighted all these areas of concern and personal 
experiences. Another, held in June, focused on Affordable Housing and Gun Violence and drew a total of 531 
attendees, sixteen of whom were from SMC. The Education team worked with the Board of Education on lead testing 
in our public schools. The Mental Health & Addictions team will be coordinating sessions on stigma and offering 
resources.

ACT offers the SMC community an avenue to participate in the wider community. Partnering with other voices that 
share our concerns, and allowing groups to focus on the issues we are so passionately motivated about to make 
change.

What passions or concerns motivate you?
Have you seen groups coming together to act on shared values in a way that made a difference?
What do you wish SMC would do in this community?

Come share your experiences on Wednesday, September 25. 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.
Promptly at 7:00 p.m. we will begin with introductions, listen to people’s concerns and hopes, discuss commonalities 
and possible next steps.

Please be sure to RSVP to parishioner Dalyn Huntley by Sunday, September 22 to ensure there are enough facilitators 
for those in attendance. Look for registration available in Realm or email info@st-margarets.org
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Coming Up at St. Margaret’s
Sunday, Oct. 6 — 4 p.m.
on campus weather permitting 

or in Parish Hall

 

All are welcome to join the St. Margaret’s Guild 
who meet every first Wednesday of the month 
from Sept. through June. Bring a packed lunch to 
the Fellowship Hall at noon. Dessert and drinks 
provided. Guest speakers or activities are 
provided each month

1st Tuesday of the month
starting Sept. 10

Classroom E 
Formation Building

Parishioners 65+ are 
welcome to join clergy for a 
discussion of the upcoming 

Gospel lesson and share 
joys and challenges

Senior
Sessions

Sunday, 
Oct. 6  

10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Bring your insurance card

Provided by Walgreens
of Annapolis on Taylor Ave.

1st Saturday of each month
9 a.m. to 11 a.m.

All skill levels welcome!

Join our group of committed 
knitters who lovingly prepare 
prayer shawls for those who are 
experiencing illness, challenges, 
or the joys of baptism.

For questions, email
dlhammar@yahoo.com.

Sunday, September 29 — 3 to 5 p.m.
Parish Hall

Bring an appetizer or dessert to share.
For more information on foyers groups or to RSVP,

email webbeth@me.com.

Foyers�First�Social

the

Please have real animals (stuffed animals 
welcome) on a leash or contained. 

Mark Your Calendar—
Guild Holiday Bazaar

& White Elephant Sale
Saturday, Nov. 23

9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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                              Parish Life

Blue Jean Sunday
Help clean up the church campus!

Sunday, Oct. 20
*Wear your work clothes to church
*Bring  your tools, gloves,  etc.
*Meet during coffeehour to get  
    work assignments

Without too much time to meet them, we are introducing 
you to Joyce, Jaycen and four-year-old twins Matilda and 
Jackson Armstrong as new parishioners. Should you be living 
in the Indian Hills section of Arnold, you might see two 
youngsters with cameras photographing your surroundings.

It seems that Mom & Dad have spent lots of time in Hollywood. 
(OK—Los Angeles, CA to be honest.) Dad Jaycen had worked his way up to Producer for the Disney 
Channel, with two EMMY’s under his belt. Wife Joyce graduated from a Fashion Institute of Design and is 
still a mainstay as an Art Department Coordinator in the film industry! (Contract duties mean trips to L.A., 
so we must make the most of our opportunities to spend time with her.)

Previous to coming to the Annapolis area the Armstrong Family lived in L.A. where they attended St. 
Michaels All Angels Episcopal Church (They didn’t run into Bishop Mary Glasspool, as far as they can 
remember!) They also lived in Fairfax, Va and Jaycen found time to graduate from University of Central 
Florida with a degree in video engineering in his younger days.

Caring for their twins keeps them on the move, as well as moving about to meet film making commitments. 
In our conversations they mentioned Madonna, Pink and other names I have heard of over their years in 
the film industry. Jaycen did mention that Joyce is an L.A. Basketball fan, played some tennis earlier in life, 
is “one heck of a cook.” They both are now Redskins NFL football fans! (I told them that they are still 
acceptable to take communion according to Peter’s “sports affiliation” rule.)

In the short time that they have called SMC their “home church,” they have found parishioners and clergy 
very welcoming and caring. With their travel commitments, they try to make Sunday 9 AM services as 
much as possible. Join me in welcoming the Armstrong Family.  I am sure they have much to share about 
not only the film industry, but about the Word of God.

 
The Armstrong Family

Getting to Know You
By Jim “Tug” Knorr

Led by the Rev. Peter W. Mayer, Rector
Sept. 30 and Oct. 7

7:00 p.m. - Classroom E
Registration done through Realm @ Rev. Peter

Join us for Fellowship Dinner at 6:20 p.m. 
Childcare available in the nursery annex.
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Day School

I’m pleased to report that a record number of children explored, 
experimented, and created their way through themed camps this 
summer all over the St. Margaret’s campus.

With the closing of our summer camps comes the beginning of our 
school year. We have record enrollment and are looking forward to 
even more activities and events for 2019-20.

Our school year begins after Labor Day on Sept. 3. Our enrollment is 
just about at capacity. Our “Meet the Teacher Day” is Friday, August 
30. Our “Back to School Night” is Tuesday, Sept. 24th.  

We will once again hold alternative after-school enrichment activities 
for our students this fall, including Soccer Shots and ballet with Davy 
Dance Academy.

We were pleased to assist the church with the My Brother Pantry 
donations as well as donated swimsuits for Camp Allen this summer. 
The school hopes to partner with even more missions outreach efforts 
this school year.

“Pastor Peter” will provide blessings of the animals for Day School 
families on Thursday, Oct. 3 at 9 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. We will host 
Grandparents’ Day during our Scholastic Book Fair the first week of 
November. Parishioners are welcome to come shop for books (a great 
idea for Christmas presents) and if you wish to serve as a stand-in for 
a child who won’t have a “Grand”parent there that day please email 
me at tricia@st-margarets.org.

We at St. Margaret’s Day School are excited about the appointment of 
parishioner Jen Albanese as the new Day School Board President (and 
extend our appreciation to Susan Roberts who served over the past 
few years). As a former parent, Jen has a unique and important 
perspective that is so valuable as we continue to meet the needs of the 
young people of our community. 

A Busy Summer and Fall for SMDS
By Tricia McVeigh, SMDS Director

www.stmargaretsdayschool.org
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Formation
Children’s Chapel returns on September 9 during the 9:00 service. (Young children ages 
four to seven leave the sanctuary right before the sermon and return at the Peace.)
Children’s Chapel Leaders Needed:  Commitment is only for one Sunday per 
month (Sept. - May). Materials are provided for a weekly suggested story and activity. 
Volunteers will also lead the group in song. For more info, please contact 
Emily DelSordo (emilypdelsordo@gmail.com).

Program year starts Sept. 12
9:15  to 10:30 a.m.

Classroom E
All are welcome!

Childcare available in the nursery 

      Camp Allen 2019 - Another Year of Sharing God’s Love with Our Neighbors

This year was the 20th year for St. Margaret’s Camp Allen (a week-long half-day activity-
filled effort to treat the families of Allen Apartments in Annapolis to a summer camp 
experience), and it was a success. We had over 100 people participate in one way or 
another in the week, which included 56 campers, 7 older siblings, 10 youth counselors 
(from both St. Margaret’s and the community), 29 adult volunteers, and many people who 
made donations to support the program. Our theme song was “Peace Like a River.” 
Although the week was heavier on play than on lessons, we did talk about how to 
promote peace in ourselves, our families, and our communities. We are now looking for a 
new director for the camp as Sarah Hyde completed her final year in that role. If you 
believe this is something God is calling you to do, contact the Rev. Patti Sachs.

Sept. 12-26
Screwtape Letters

Starting Oct. 3
Mere Christianity

both by C.S. Lewis
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Thank you to all of our hardworking volunteers and 
participating Day School staff who led over 50 students 
through a week this summer of learning about Jesus and his 
stories including the Good Samaritan and how we are all 
expected to treat our “neighbors.”

From singing and storytelling to creating and playing, 
students were inspired to become God's hands and feet in 
their neighborhoods and world. Each day's story and theme 
was rooted in the Bible and promoted concepts about sharing 
kindness, extending compassion, and doing justice in age-
appropriate ways.

Children &Youth 

Kudos to a number of our youth and chaperones 
who participated in both the Diocesan Brethren 
Disaster Ministries' Rebuild Program and the 
Dioscean Youth Puerto Rican Mission this summer. 
St. Margaret’s was well represented! 

We thank the St. Margaret’s Guild who provided 
the Puerto Rico mission $1,000 which went to the 
community center of Ponce to re-build their 
desperately needed kitchen.

Faith in Action

VBS 2019:  Who is my Neighbor?



1601 Pleasant Plains Road, Annapolis, MD  21409 - (410) 974-0200 - www.st-margarets.org                                                   13                                                

Children & Youth

Open House/Meet the Teacher
September 8 @ 10:15 - 11 a.m.

First Day of Sunday School
September 15 @ 10:15 a.m.

Godly Play (ages 3-4) - Classroom A
Godly Play (ages 5-6) - Classroom B

SPARKS (grades 2-3) — Classroom C
SPARKS (grades 4-5) — PH Basement
Middle School Class — Classroom E
High School Class — Classroom D

Register your children online using Realm

We encourage students of all ages to bring in their 
backpacks on Sunday, Aug. 25 for the 9 & 11:15 services. The 
Rev. Peter W. Mayer will provide a blessing for students and 
teachers for the upcoming school year. 

Sun., Aug. 25
9 & 11:15 a.m.
services

October 2019
Province 3 Trail to Truth: Pilgrimage of Racial Reconciliation 
October 11-14 (grades 8-12)
Cost: $75 
Join the Province 3 Youth Committee for a pilgrimage by bus 
from Washington D.C. to Philadelphia, PA to discuss and 
dismantle the history of racism in the church and 
government. Be a voice for positive next steps. Included in 
the four day journey: African American History Museum, 
church histories, amazing guest speakers, and youth from the 
thirteen dioceses that are Province 3!

November 2019
Bishop Unplugged: Fall
November 23 (grades 6-12)
Saturday 2:00PM – 4:00PM 
Cost: $5 Location: St. Philip’s, Annapolis
Spend the afternoon with Bishop Sutton in fellowship and 
fun! Hosted in part by St. Philip’s, Annapolis. A revamp of 
our annual Bishop's Bash: we will gather for a few hours of 
music, Bible study, and time to talk with our bishop. We ask 
that all adult leaders join us for a special gift and prayers of 
thanks! Join us for this time to gather with youth from the 
region and have fun. 
For more info, email Jeff@st-margarets.org.

           Dates for 2019-20
Holy Baptism is initiation by water and the Holy 
Spirit into Christ’s Body the Church. All 
baptisms are completed during a Holy Eucharist 
Sunday service. A run-through class is scheduled 
the Saturday before at 10 a.m. To request a 
baptism, go to www.st-margarets.org and click 
on the “About Us” tab at the top and then “Holy 
Baptism.” Complete the form and forward to 
info@st-margarets.org.

September 8, 2019
November 3, 2019
January 12, 2020
February 23, 2020
April 11, 2020 (Easter Vigil)
April 19, 2020
May 31, 2020
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Stewardship

This year’s annual Stewardship campaign is kicking off on September 
15th. This year’s theme is “All Aboard” as our goal is to increase the 
number of people who make a Stewardship pledge (more on that 
below).

What is Stewardship? It is many things, but first and foremost it is an 
opportunity to express your thankfulness for God’s blessings. This 
spiritual commitment of pledging provides the resources for St. 
Margaret’s Church to fulfill its mission of “transforming lives in Christ 
through worship, formation and giving.”

Stewardship is the engine that powers so much of the St. Margaret’s 
experience - our music program under new Music Director Jim 
Douglas, generous Grants commission, growing Children’s Formation 
led by Jeff Conover, robust Adult Programs and our beautiful campus 
and operations managed by our talented and dedicated staff. 
Stewardship also sustains our Missions programs, expanding our reach 
beyond the corner of Pleasant Plains and St. Margaret’s Roads.

As we embark on the 2019 Stewardship campaign, St. Margaret’s 
extends a heartfelt “Thank You!” to everyone who contributed to the 
outstanding 2018 campaign that raised $865,200 from 219 pledges. This 
year, we are striving for $925,000, a 7% increase from last year’s 
Stewardship tally. More importantly, we are hoping to achieve 265 
pledges. How much you pledge is completely up to you, but the act of 
pledging is most vital.

Everyone will receive a pledge card in the mail in mid-September, and 
for those who pledged last year, your current pledge statement will be 
included for easy reference. You can make your pledge in three easy 
ways: 1) mail your pledge card in to St. Margaret’s; 2) place it in the 
offertory plate at service; or 3) go to the Stewardship page under the 
“GIVING” tab in the upper right corner of the St. Margaret’s website 
(st-margarets.org).

If you have any questions about Stewardship, please contact our 
Stewardship chairs, Brad Callahan (brad@tanvip.com; 443.326.3333), 
Doug Seybert (doug_seybert@yahoo.com; 703.599.8746), Greg Smith 
(rxman55@hotmail.com; 301.821.0606) or Zack Greene 
(zackgreene8@hotmail.com).

2020
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Healing Ambassadors
Our own Beth and Jim “Tug” Knorr participated in this faith 
journey (see them on the left side of the photo). Hear more about 
their experience on our first Monday evening Faith & Fellowship 
program on Sept. 9th at 7 p.m.

From seven states and the District of Columbia, mostly 
Episcopalians, joined by Lutheran, Mennonite, Baptist, 
Methodist, and “Nones,” the seasoned and the young, 
differently abled, black and white, clergy and lay, all told, 
fifty-two pilgrims converged on Birmingham, Alabama, to 
travel the Civil Rights Trail and visit the Equal Justice 
Initiative’s Memorial for Peace and Justice and the Legacy 
Museum May 20-25.  

We traveled from Birmingham to Montgomery, and then to 
Selma. We were regaled by the foot soldiers – children at the 
time – who told their stories of being at the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge on Bloody Sunday; of having to ask their parents’ 
permission to miss school to participate in the Children’s 
March. We were reduced to tears at the Legacy Museum as 
holographs of the enslaved told their stories of abuse, 
estrangement and a desire for freedom. We learned that 
Lehman Brothers, a major financial powerhouse that went 
bankrupt in 2008, began as a purveyor of human flesh. We 
learned that in 1857, there were more auction blocks in 
Montgomery than there were hotels and churches. We 
learned that the black residents of Selma, Alabama, are little 
better off economically today than they were in 1965. 

Then, on the final night, reminiscent of the mass meetings 
of the 1960s, we gathered together for one last time to 
strategize – what would we do; how was God calling us? 
First, we will stay together; we came together, many of us as 
strangers and became our version of the beloved 
community. Across denominational and diocesan 
boundaries, we came together. We will share what we 
learned; we will challenge our congregations; and we will 
commit ourselves to breaking down barriers that keep 
God’s children from being all they are called to be. As one 
young adult offered, “I’ve read about these places and what 
happened and I knew they still existed; but to see them for 
myself, to see the people who are still alive to tell the 
stories, this isn’t history, this is today.”

The Rev. Gayle Fisher-Stewart, Ph.D.
Priest-in-Charge, St. Luke's Episcopal Church, D.C. 
As published on The Episcopal Diocese of Washington website

Photo credit: Steelbeach Productions

Healing & Reparations

Lynching Memorial in Anne Arundel County

At 10 a.m. on Saturday, Sept. 7, where the Arundel 
Center stands in Annapolis, a historic marker will be 
unveiled. The location is close to where Henry Davis 
was lynched in 1906.

The marker will acknowledge the lynching of at least 
five black men in Anne Arundel County and the racial 
terrorizing of many more. In an effort to bring 
remembrance, reconciliation, and education about these 
painful events, Connecting the Dots, a local coalition of 
social justice activists has partnered with the Equal 
Justice Initiative, other activist groups, and local 
politicians to bring the first historic marker in Maryland 
acknowledging racial terror.

The marker is part of a larger ongoing project including 
an essay contest sponsored by EJI, the installation of a 
monument, and the development of an education 
center. The education center will help citizens 
understand the history of racial terror in our county and 
how its effects still reverberate today.

Contact:  LINNIE GIRDNER
Connecting the Dots of Gambrills,MD
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