
The Spire 
News for Late Spring 2020 

1601 Pleasant Plains Road 

Annapolis, Maryland  21409 

(410) 974-0200 

www.st-margarets.org 

 

Parishioners Jen and Olivia Albanese leave an  
important message for their neighbors.  

Taken by neighbor Jim “Tug” Knorr. 
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 Do you have “good” news about something happening in our community for the benefit of others?   

Do you have photos of “good” things happening in your neighborhood? 

Do you have photos that would help to make it a “good” day for our parishioners? 
 

Send your submissions to info@st-margarets.org. 
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The Rev. Peter W. Mayer, Rector 

One day I walked to my car and saw something on our sidewalk in front of the driveway. They 
were words, written somewhat hastily in chalk, and I had to turn around to see what they said. 
“Stay healthy” was the instruction, punctuated with a large pink heart. In our small neighbor-
hood of about 50 houses, several children had taken it upon themselves to spread joy, offer 
care and give smiles to those they maybe didn’t know. Rain has since washed that message 
away, but the feeling has not left me.  
 
In my darkest times, I have been able to conjure that community spirit of care and love. When I feel as though 
avarice and greed and self-centeredness will win the day, I am reminded of the countless, small but significant 
selfless actions we each take every day. Staying home. Working as much from home as we can. Only going to the 
store when necessary. Going without seeing each other. Financial sacrifices. Missing people at church.  
 
Who knows where we’d be if instead of thinking of others, we only thought of ourselves? I am so humbled each 
time I see someone ‘preferring one another’ rather than themselves, because that is the Christ in each of us. It’s 
us making the right choice. This is what will get us through and lead us to a better life. 

 Participate in the 2020 Census 

• It's quick and easy. Go to www.2020census.gov 

The 2020 Census questionnaire will take about  
10 minutes to complete. 

• It's safe, secure, and confidential. Your information  

and privacy are protected. 

Your response helps to direct billions of dollars in federal 
funds to local communities for schools, roads, and other 
public services. 
 
Results from the 2020 Census will be used to determine 
the number of seats each state has in Congress and your 
political representation at all levels of government. 

 

9:00 a.m. 

     www.facebook.com/smcannapolis 

Join us daily on Facebook! 
8:00 a.m., 2:00 p.m., 8:00 p.m. 

 
    Aside from our live-streamed Sunday service at 9:00 a.m., look for 

*Monday Meditations with Rev. Patti AM 
*Monday Moments with Jeff PM 

*Tuesday Time with Rev. Peter AM 
*Tuesday evening Compline 

*Wednesday Stewardship Stories AM 
*Wednesday and Saturday Music Notes with Jim PM 

*Thursday Mornings with Rev. Peter AM 
*Friday Mornings with Rev. Patti AM 

*Children’s Chapel with Rev. Peter PM 
*Friday Night Prayers with Rev. Patti PM 

AND MORE! 

Our Facebook feed is 
now on our website 

www.st-margarets.org 
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It is an amazing time we’re living through, isn’t it?!  Our children will tell their children about “the time back in 
‘twenty’ when the pandemic hit.” What stories will they tell? I suppose it will depend on how old they are now. 
Memories will be different for different ages. Surely they’ll remember being out of school for a really long time. 
And playing games with the family, who were home all the time, too. Maybe they’ll remember how quiet the 
streets were – “We played in the street because there were no cars going by all the time.” I’m sure they’ll remem-
ber some moments of insecurity, maybe snuggling a bit closer on the couch because the evening news was scary. 
But I bet they remember other things, too… 
 
Some may remember making sewing masks for the hospital workers, all the scraps of beautiful, happy fabric laying 
around the sewing table. Maybe they remember reading the letter from parishioner Liz, who was a nurse, saying 
what joy the fabric masks brought to them at the hospital, the lovely fabrics such a welcome change from the usu-
al blue or white face masks everybody had to wear all the time. 
 
No doubt they’ll remember how special it was to be able to be together with family for such a long time. I’m sure 
they’ll remember some squabbles here and there with a sibling, but they will treasure the time and count even that 
as precious.   
 
Some will remember the first time they saw their Godly Play teacher on the computer! (“The story was great! Miss 
Ruth told us the Easter Egg story. I’ve never forgotten that.”) Or their nightly Youth Group zoom meetings with 
Jeff. (“We made these awesome videos, and they went on the church Facebook page!) 
 
“And on Sunday mornings, we all got in bed together and watched church on the computer! You see, back then, 
that was a big deal!” 
 
These are indeed special, memorable times. Make the best of these moments now and our children will have treas-
ured memories of faith, hope and resilience to pass on to their children. May these times bring you moments of 
real joy, a deeper gratitude for family, friends and community, and a closer relationship with the God of all crea-
tion, who loves us like a mother and hides us under the shadow of her wings. 

The Rev. Patti Sachs, Associate Rector 

The Rev. Patti has several times throughout the week where she posts 
thoughts and prayers for parishioners on our church’s public Facebook 
page:  www.facebook.com/smcannapolis/.  All can access even if they do 
not have a Facebook account. The entries are also on the church website’s 
homepage in the Facebook feed (though it takes some time for it to appear 
after the live version). 
 

You can share some time with her on: 
Monday and Friday mornings at 8:00 a.m. 

And a special prayers service at 8:00 p.m. on Friday evenings. 

How to submit a prayer request: 

Email patti@st-margarets.org; or 

Go to our website, look for the green 

“Prayer Requests” box on the homepage 

and submit. 

If you have a pastoral emergency, contact 

the pastoral care emergency hotline at 443-

837-5463. 

Want to join our Thursday Book Club?   
Email Patti and let her know and you will be connected to the group through 
Zoom.  
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Come, with high and holy hymning 
By Jim Douglas, Director of Music 
 
I would like to echo Rev. Peter with the words which 
begin the third verse of the Easter hymn “He is ris-
en, he is risen!”, which we certainly did this past 
Sunday morning! “He is risen” was the final hymn of 
the 9:00 a.m. live-streamed service, and it was a 
wonderful segue into our first virtual hymn sing. 
Many thanks to those who tuned in, and for many 
who submitted their favorite hymn requests. We had 
over 70 submissions from parishioners and friends, 
and we hope to receive more. If you would like to 
submit a favorite hymn, please submit as many as 
you wish by using this Google Form link: 
 
https://forms.gle/y9BStQ8X1KZPeRzRA 

 Music 

We intend to hold mini hymn sings several times a month and a longer one like this past Sunday on the fourth Sunday of the 
month. Memorial Day Sunday is the fourth Sunday of May, and we will lean a little more patriotic that day.  
 
Additionally, upcoming Wednesday music notes posted on the church’s public Facebook page will feature “hymns of hope 
and comfort,” among which will be those hymn requests submitted that were not sung during the virtual hymn sings. During 
this continued time of uncertainty, I hope that these hymn offerings will uplift us all and pass along a bit of hope and com-
fort until we can once again worship together, for “when in our music God is glorified.” 

 
From the Rt. Rev. Eugene Sutton, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Maryland 
 
Remember what I’m calling the three “stay-c’s” – stay calm, stay connected, stay church –  
that will get you through these stressful times: 
 
 
1. Stay calm. Don’t give in to fear, despair and anger. We are all stressed and on edge to some extent, so try to take a deep 
breath before flying off the handle emotionally at every little thing that doesn’t go well. Give yourself a break – and give oth-
ers a break, too. Make a special effort these days to be as Jesus was in that boat when his disciples were crippled in fear, 
when after resting in God he said, “Peace…be still.” Stay calm. 
 
2. Stay connected. If your church live-streams its services, turn on your laptops, tablets or mobile phones and join in. For 
those of you at home who are just not technologically equipped to log on to any service, you can do two things: 1) rejoice 
that your church is still providing worship services, and you can pray for them even as they are worshipping online, and 2) 
You can still pick up the phone and stay connected that way. Call your priest or deacon; pray with them on the phone. Call 
someone in the church to let them know you were thinking about them. Check in with family members and loved ones near 
and far. Find new and creative ways to connect, and stay connected. 
 
3. Stay “Church.” We are reminded more than ever in this crisis of something that we always “knew” but never fully realized 
until now: that “the church is not the building.” We, the people, are the Church! The present crisis is forcing us to return to 
our roots as a Church, not defining ourselves as tied to a particular sanctuary, but as a people building a holy sanctuary with-
in. If we stay calm and stay connected with one another, we will find that our church, our congregation, no matter how small 
or large, will grow stronger in this period, not weaker. Staying church means that we, in the words of the Eucharistic prayer, 
will find many ways to remain “fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by God’s Word and Sacraments.” We will 
focus this season of not being able to receive the Sacrament, but on “being Sacrament” for others in our congregations, in 
our families, and in our communities. 

 

https://forms.gle/y9BStQ8X1KZPeRzRA


 

 

Virtual Godly Play by Gwen Davis 

If you had told me back in February that we could have a Godly Play class over the internet, I would have laughed like crazy. 
But believe it or not, Ruth McKey-Harmon has told three Godly Play stories over Zoom to some of our youngest parishion-
ers, and I am the lucky one who gets to play door person. Ruth began right before Easter with the story about Easter Eggs, 
then she told the story of The Good Shepherd and World Communion, and for this week we had the children pick a story 
from pictures of our Godly Play shelves. They chose Jonah the Backward Prophet – you know, the one where the big fish 
vomits up a prophet – always a favorite!  

Ruth runs things just like a regular class, welcoming the children in with a little conversation about what they’ve been up to 
and then tells the story. It is a true blessing to see all the little faces right up in their screens, hanging on every word. Then 
they wonder about the story and think about how they might like to respond – with art or playing with the pieces of the 
story. That has been the only big challenge – we haven’t figured out how to pass those little people of God (or the fish) 
through the zoom window. So onward we go and have a prayer of thanks and a pretend feast – just like in our classroom. It 
amazes us that these little 4 year-olds know exactly how the class is supposed to go, even though some of them just started 
in September and they haven’t had class for weeks. I don’t know about the children, but for Ruth and me, it is the highlight 
of our week! We are so thankful for our St. Margaret’s children! 

Children’s Formation 

Youth Formation        By Jeff Conover, Youth Ministries Leader 
I am very much aware of how incredibly lucky I am to get to (virtually) spend practically every 
night now with the Youth Group. Paradoxically, without the isolation imposed by the virus, we 
would not be spending as much time with each other. Each night, we invite each other into our 
homes, our personal spaces. This is an entirely different dynamic than being together in the 
classroom, or on a bus during a mission trip. There is a deeper sense of intimacy, I think, to our 
gatherings now. We all have personas we adopt when we leave our homes. Safe in our private 
spaces, those personas are not as important. These past weeks have drawn us closer as we 
share hobbies, the rooms we live in, family routines, our pets, and the simple things we do 
each day to keep going.  We will always have the bond of having weathered this storm togeth-
er. We will always know that no matter what life may throw at us, as long as we have each oth-
er, there is nothing we cannot get through.   
 
Tests like the coronavirus are life-altering. Making history is rarely ever comfortable or con-
venient. Like now, it is often scary. But in the midst of the anxiety, the fear, and yes – the 
death – life continues. We are doing our best to recognize and celebrate that, because 
where there is life, there is hope.  It is my hope – nay, belief – that our youth are learning 
little ways of generating hope that we will carry forward the rest of our lives.   
 
If you have a teen who would like to be a part of the group, please contact me at 
jeff@st-margarets.org. 

Did you see 
our youth 
reading the 
Collect of the 
Day during 
Holy Week on 
our Facebook 
group page? 
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If we are to look for the helpers in times of stress, as Mr. 
Rogers suggested, I am deeply encouraged to look at St 
Margaret’s parishioners and see the ways you are help-
ing. Although outreach is complicated in a time of social 
distancing, you are connecting with each other and our 
neighbors in numerous ways: simple but meaningful 
demonstrations of appreciation, continuing faithfully in 
the areas where you are called, and starting entirely new 
outreach projects in the community. You are helpers and 
you are seen and appreciated. 
 
Food insecurity continues to be an issue in our commu-
nity, and has grown exponentially due to the current cri-
sis. Light House continues to serve over 3,000 pounds 
of healthy food each week, My Brother’s Pantry is distrib-
uting non-perishable food to our neighbors, and ACT 
spearheaded Feed Anne Arundel to meet the increased 
need in our community. 
 
Frontline workers and small businesses are hurting. 
Round Table Relief is ordering and delivering meals from 
local restaurants to feed hundreds of workers in hospi-
tals, firehouses and police barracks, and the Missions 
Commission sent snacks, small meals and personal care 
supplies to hospital workers at BWMC. 
 
Our immigrant and refugee neighbors are uniquely bur-
dened by this crisis. SMC parishioners continue to be 
good neighbors to the families they are connected with, 
and Citizenship teachers are now holding classes via 
video conferencing. 
 
Education has been turned on its head. SMC’s Helping 
Hands tutoring team, which was recently nominated for a 
Partner of the Year award for Anne Arundel County Pub-
lic Schools, continues to support classrooms and teach-
ers virtually. The Light House B.E.S.T. employment train-
ing class has gone virtual. St Margaret’s Day School stu-
dents and others are writing letters of thanks and en-
couragement to frontline workers.   
 
In this time especially, helping also means practicing 
good self-care and being present with your loved ones. 
The ACT Behavioral Health team continues to meet and 
offer resources on staying healthy in mind and spirit.  
 
If you have additional energy, resources and ideas that 
you would like to share with your community, we want to 
hear from you! The Missions Commission can connect 
you with ways to serve, offer small grants for outreach 
projects, help you find volunteers and more. We meet 
(virtually) on the first Tuesday of every month. Email  
me  for more information at  
JoannaTillman@gmail.com. 

Missions 
Helpers in Times of Stress 
By Joanna Tillman, Missions Commission Chair 

Feed Anne Arundel, an initiative of Anne Arundel Connect-
ing Together (ACT) ,of which St. Margaret’s supports ,helps 
families in need through local restaurants fostering Anne 
Arundel County's economy.  Photo by Bethany Snow. 

O’Loughlin’s recently put together 100 meals for front line workers 
during the pandemic with the support of Roundtable Relief which 
the SMC Missions Commissions and our Women’s Guild recently 
financially supported. Photo from O’Loughlin’s Facebook page. 

Our own parishioners 

Shelly and Sierra Mullen 

delivered teddy bears at 

BW Medical Center re-

cently for patients, staff, 

and families. The effort 

was made through their 

own Tucker’s Teddies 

organization. 
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Missions 

 

God is in the Details 
By Pam Roth 
 

It has been almost five years since my friends 
arrived here as refugees from Myanmar. Our 
church has been so gracious in helping to meet 
their needs as they established their lives here in 
America. One of the reasons that Naing Thang 
and Shing Myu left all that they knew to come 
here was so that their children could have an 
education. I have been so worried about the ef-
fect that the distance learning would have on 
Shing Thang, (age 7, in first grade) and Shing 
Ngai ( age 6, Kindergarten). I have been in touch 
with their teachers, and have signed on to their 
school portal to access lessons, but with only 
one cell phone at home to use for access to the 
curriculum, it was almost impossible.    
 

In the course of a conversation on an unrelated 
topic, the Rev. Patti happened to ask if I knew of 
anyone who could use a refurbished laptop that 
was donated by someone from our church com-
munity. God is in the details!  YES! I had a home 
for this laptop.  I delivered it to my family on 
April 15, in mask and gloves and in a further 
miracle. got it set up and connected to their In-
ternet. (The school system provides for a low-
cost plan.)  We explored the Schoology site to-
gether, and I showed them how to access the 
virtual class meeting.   
 

On Monday, April 20th, I got a Facebook mes-
sage with a precious picture of Shing Ngai at-
tending his meeting and seeing his friends and 
teacher for the first time in a month. It was the 
best moment!  Shing Thang has his meetings on 
Tuesdays, and the boys have had perfect attend-
ance so far. I am so proud of them. Baltimore 
County Public Schools is moving to a format of 
live teaching for each grade level every day, 
making the laptop even more crucial.  
 

The Facebook translations are not always 
smooth, but this is what Myu wrote from the 
heart. “God has fulfilled it when needed. Thank 
you! Never seen them in person but thank you 
so much to the person who sent me what I need 
at this time.” This laptop is a lifeline for “my” 
family, and we are all so grateful!

 

St. Margaret’s Day 
School recently donat-
ed all of the granola 
bars that were to be 
used for snack time for 
the rest of the school 
year to the Light 
House shelter. I took 
them down on Friday.    

--Pam 
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St. Margaret's Church Grants Programs Makes Awards Totaling $113,000  

Joel Nafuma Refugee Center, Rome, Italy  

$17,500  

Meals and emergency funds for housing of refugees  

 

Court Appointed Special Advocates, Anne Arundel County  

$15,000  

Full-time staffer to manage volunteer CASAs  

 

Center of Help, Annapolis and Anne Arundel County  

$15,000  

Expanded case management for clients  

 

Lighthouse Shelter, Annapolis and Anne Arundel County  

$10,000  

Safe Harbour Resource Center Prevention and Diversion Program  

 

SEEDs for Success, Anne Arundel County  

$12,500  

Expansion of program to additional area in county, volunteer manager position  

 

STAIR, Anne Arundel County  

$10,000  

General support of reading intervention programs  

 

RISE, Baltimore County  

$10,000  

Executive director for refugee assistance program  

 

Next One Up, Baltimore  

7,500  

Sunday mentorship program for at-risk youth  

 

Annapolis Immigration Justice Network, Annapolis and Anne Arundel County  

$8,000  

Legal fund for unaccompanied youth  

 

Clothing Depot at Severn River Middle School, Broadneck Peninsula  

$5,000  

Shoes, undergarments, supplies for newly created clothing closet for needy fami-
lies  

 

Sarah’s House, Ft. Meade  

$2,500  

Ice maker, shelving and supplies  

Christine Duray Feldmann, Grants Administrator 

This year, we received 38 grant applications requesting more than $653,000 in funding from St. 
Margaret’s Church. Applications came from as far away as Nepal, Uganda and Guatemala. We re-
ceived 20 applications from organizations who had never applied before. This year’s committee 
included: Barbara Friedmann, Christine Frost, Charlie Grayston, Jim Hall, James Hanrahan, Katie 
Leavy, Kim Morrow, Jim Reising, Hutch Robbins, Richard Schwappach and Lyn Sloan. Hutch Robbins 
served as the chair of the committee which endured many challenges in light of the pandemic. We 
appreciate the support of the entire parish as we work to spread God’s love across the globe.  

The Missions Commission allotted $113,000 for the program this year and the grants committee, 
with Vestry approval, has selected the following organizations to receive funding:  



   

Close Encounters of All Kinds on 2020 Tanzania Trip 
By Janice Roper-Graham 
 
There had been a flurry of emails the week before asking whether our St. Margaret’s group 
should cancel our excursion to Africa. Unfortunately our trip insurance wouldn’t cover it. Our tour 
operator Teri Priebe assured us that there was no virus in Tanzania, and we would be staying 
away from crowds. 
 
When we arrived at the Tanzania airport, the security staff were masked and gloved. There was 
hand sanitizers everywhere. Our temperature was checked, as well as our heath history and shot 
records. You could feel the tension in the air. Our bags sailed through. 
   
The itinerary was identical to the 2019 trip. We saw elephants, zebras, wild beasts, giraffes, hye-
nas, baboons lions and many more wild animals- all healthy and happy in their natural habitats. 
There were many close encounters. 
 
For example, as we were leaving the Ngorongoro crater, a large male baboon climbed though the 
open roof onto Hannah Ruegg’s lap. He quickly cleaned out my lunch box mere inches from Eliza-
beth and Katherine Parker who were trapped in their middle seats and screaming with terror. 
Heide Ruegg had the presence of mind to snap a quick picture as he made his getaway with my 
egg and chocolate bar. 
 
It was rainier this trip. All three of our 4-wheel drive Safari vehicles were part of a 4-hour quag-
mire in the Crater. Our group stood outside our vehicles while the drivers and local road crews 
eventually maneuvered out of the mud. 

We also saw (and filmed) a romantic lion encounter right next to the road. They were oblivious to 
the three vehicles full of tourists gawking at them. But when a road crew came by with men in the 
back of an open truck, the male leaped up, took several threatening strides toward them (right in 
front of our vehicle) and roared aggressively. 
 
The truck hi-tailed it out of there. Apparently lions don’t view the vehicles as threatening, even 
with us hanging out the windows with cameras. But the men in the back of the truck were fully 
exposed. Our driver assured us that the lion would have attacked if they hadn’t left quickly. Unfor-
tunately, no one got that on film but it was something to see. 

We spent four nights in luxury tented camps. We heard lions and hyenas frequently through the 
night. The Southern Hemisphere sky was full of stars. Our Maasai guards maintained a fire and 
welcomed socializing with our group. 
 
We had internet access at all stops (slow at the tented camps). So as we enjoyed the wonders of 
the Serengeti, we were talking with loved ones and tracking the news as the US shut down. Tan-
zania also shut down schools, including Dageno. We learned our flight home was cancelled and 
the Serengeti was shutting down. We were the last tourists to leave the park. 
 
Because of the virus, we stayed at the luxurious Gibbs Farm instead of Dageno’s Happy Days. 
Gibbs had closed down but re-opened just for us. Teri was able to get us booked on a flight the 
day later. She set up a tour to visit a Iraqw tribe elder at his traditional home, a Tlondo coffee 
grower, Makande tribe wood carvers  - and there was plenty to do at Gibbs: milking cows, feed-
ing pigs, medicinal plant tours, organic food tours, a hike to a falls and elephant caves etc., and a 
performance by a Tlondo church choir.  

 
Andi Trotter came over for dinner on our last night, thanking us for the suitcases and cash dona-
tions. The following morning as we headed for the airport, a dozen of Dageno graduates some-
how managed to be at a street corner with Andi. From a safe distance each girl told our group 
about her post Dageno School studies and enterprise. A beautiful departure. 

 
While it was an amazing experience, we were happy to get home safely to our loved ones and 
very grateful for our travel agent/trip companion, Teri Priebe, who handled all the unforeseen 
pandemic related travel snags smoothly for us. 
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The 2020 novel coronavirus pandemic has again placed attention 
upon the 1918 influenza pandemic caused by the virus known as 
Kansas flu or more commonly Spanish flu.  According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, Spain had remained neutral du-
ring WWI and provided uncensored reports of the casualties the di-
sease claimed. Accurate casualty reports came from Spain — not the 
flu itself.  Until 1918 influenza was more commonly known by the 
French word grippe and throughout the southern US it was known 
as the grip. Annapolis newspapers had to explain their use of the 
terms influenza and flu instead of the colloquial grip (or grippe). 
 
The 1918 flu killed more than 50 million people globally and about 675,000 in the United States, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. The 1918 flu was caused by an A strain - H1N1 virus with genes first of avian and then 
mammalian origin. Although there is not universal consensus regarding where the virus originated, it spread worldwide in 
three waves during 1918-1919.  In the United States, the flu was first identified in Kansas military personnel during spring 
1918. It barely appeared in Annapolis until the second wave came through in the fall of 1918. 

 
Camp Custer, located near Battle Creek, MI, was a military training camp built in 1917 at the outset of 
World War 1. More than 100,000 US  soldiers trained at Camp Custer, including my maternal grandfa-
ther Al Johnson. My mother Marjie Johnson Winn was likely born at Base Hospital, Camp Custer.  

History - A Look Back at 1918 

 

Built in a little more than 5 months, Camp Custer was one of 16 camps including Camp Meade 
(Odenton, MD) and Camp Grant (Rockford, Illinois, my home town) that the Army developed for ra-
pid training of soldiers. In order to be ready for combat the soldiers had to go through drills such 
as wrestling via horseback, gymnastics, physical exercise, military tactics, and drilling. Camp Custer 

specifically was developing soldiers for the 85th Division in the United States Army, created August 25, 1917. The troops 
that came to this camp did not deploy to Europe until 1918.  
 
The outbreak of influenza in Camp Custer started in the last week of September 1918 and extended through October of 
that year. During this period 11,626 cases occurred, or about 29% of the camp. The percentage of influenza cases com-
plicated by pneumonia during this period was 22%, or 2,437 cases, with a mortality of 28%, or 669 deaths.  During the 
epidemic the entire camp was quarantined.  All beds were cubicled and frequent inspections made day and night to see 
that the squad rooms were sufficiently ventilated and that the men were sleeping alternately head and feet as required.  
 
My mother was born March 28,1918. At the time she was born, her mother Kate Scott Johnson was 20 years old and her 
father Al Johnson was 22 years old. 
 
It is likely that neither of Margie’s parents had ever been very far away from home before heading out to Battle Creek.  
Kate and Al each lived with families tethered to the iron ore mines  along Michigan’s lower peninsula. The northern route 
from Ironwood to Battle Creek was 571 miles without ever leaving Michigan. However because it involved a ferry boat 
crossing the mileage was less and they could only cross when  Lake Michigan was not frozen. The southern route was also 
571 miles and meant traveling by rail through Wisconsin, Illinois, and back into Michigan, likely changing trains in Milwau-
kee and in Chicago. 

A Personal Look Back at the 1918 Spanish Flu 
By Mike Winn, SMC History & Archives Volunteer 

Family lore has held that Kate gave birth to my mother in Battle Creek on March 28, 1918 in the midst of  raging Spanish 
flu that killed one out of three babies born in the US in 1918.  Actually there was no more flu at Camp Custer than there 
was in Annapolis in March of 1918. The ravages of the flu came in the second wave starting September 1918.  Mother and 
daughter were likely gone by then. 

 

In truth, Al did not leave Camp Custer for France until he sailed from New York on July 22, 1918.  Al arrived in France 
more than four months after the birth of his daughter. Kate apparently did not travel through the cold Michigan winter to 
care for a wounded husband. She went to Battle Creek to get a husband — the father of her baby. Kate and Al, according 
to Michigan marriage records, were married April 24, 1918 in Battle Creek. So it turns out that my mother missed coming 
into the world in the midst of a flu pandemic. Her mother stayed healthy and brought her home to a community mostly free 
of the flu. My grandfather avoided the pandemic in the US — whether he advanced or suffered from the grippe while in 
France is not recorded. I have the records of dates he traveled and the ships he traveled upon. After the war his division 
remained on occupation duty in Germany until March 1919.   
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This flu also disappeared quite rapidly, 
unlike today's coronavirus seems likely 
to do. On Thursday, October 24, Welsh 
allowed theatres to open on the coming 
Saturday and church services to resume 
on Sunday, only two Sundays after St. 
Anne's was closed. The school superin-
tendent opened schools a week later. 

The first wave of this flu, a mild version, appeared in the U.S. in spring 1918. The second wave, far more aggres-
sive, appeared in the fall. This flu spread even more rapidly than the coronavirus we are currently fighting. The first 
local cases, 24 of them, were reported at Camp (now Fort) Meade among troops returning from the war in Europe, 
on September 24. Before the end of the month, Meade had 1900 cases, there were an additional 1450 cases at 
other local military facilities, and the flu was rapidly spreading to the civilian population. The death toll in October 
was staggering, particularly at Meade, but among civilians too. By mid-month Annapolis funerals were delayed by 
a lack of caskets. Taylor funeral home prepared 54 bodies in 10 days. Health officer Welsh reported 151 October 
deaths in Annapolis and close neighborhoods - between 1 ½ and 2 percent of the local population in that one 
month alone! The front page of the Capital was dominated by obituaries, even as "good" news was coming from 
the war front, with the defeat of Germany almost complete. Surprisingly, despite the crisis, the flu and the closing 
of the church is not mentioned in any Vestry minutes. The Vestry met on October 7, but the recorded discussion 
concerned only the sale of the Chapel on East Street to the Jewish congregation, Kneseth Israel. The Vestry did 
not meet again until November 30. 

 

History - A Look Back to 1918 
The following article was written by Eric Fredland, Professor Emeritus at the Naval Academy 

and author of The Church in the Circle (Essays on the history of St. Anne’s).  

On Friday, October 11, 1918, a small box, entitled ST. ANNE'S CHURCH, appeared 
on page 5 of the Evening Capital: "There will be no public services in St. Anne's 
Church until it is deemed prudent by the medical authorities to resume them. The 
church is always open for rest and prayer and meditation. It will also be available 
for other services if they are strictly private." And so began a closure to help curb 
the local spread of the deadly Spanish flu that killed some 50 million people world 
wide, including about 675,000 in the United States. The same day, a front page 
story reported a meeting of representatives of Annapolis churches at which partici-
pants strongly agreed with the city health officer, William Welsh, who ordered pub-
lic institutions, theatres and pool halls to close, and discouraged any large gather-
ings. It is unclear whether he ordered churches to close or only requested that they 
do so, but they all complied. Two days earlier, on October 9, the superintendent of 
schools in the county had ordered all public schools closed until further notice.  

Private schools immediately followed. 
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Photos from Mike Winn. 



Stewardship 

 

Note -- Members of our Stewardship Committee have been posting thoughts encouraging members and internet well-

wishers to continue to financially support St. Margaret’s through this volatile time. Here are just some of their remarks 

that can be found on our Facebook public page (www.facebook.com/smcannapolis) Wednesday mornings at 8:00 a.m.-- 

This is the time when we all need to dig a 
little deeper, push through the hesitation 
and make our full and whole-hearted sup-
port of our spiritual community.   

-- Brad Callahan 

When “I” is replaced with “we” even illness 
becomes wellness.  
-- Brad Callahan 

Together, we keep SMC healthy, a place that provides us comfort, safety, 
wisdom and friends we can count on and who can count on us.  

--Brad Callahan 

As we all adapt to our new realities, it’s im-
portant that we still support St. Margaret’s as 
best we can.  St. Margaret’s still has staff to com-
pensate, bills to pay, grants to fund and missions 
to continue.  
--Doug Seybert 

Peter also shared in his sermon, “God is right here with us 
in our uncertainty.”  It’s okay no one prepared us for this, we 
have a God of hope, and our hope comes from our trust in 
Him.   
--Doug Seybert 

 
In a time when it is easy to get overwhelmed in the darkness of the world 
we are living in right now, Easter has made me challenge myself to think 
about things through a different lens. In Peter’s sermon on Easter Sunday, 
he talked about how, “God has rolled away the stone of death and sits on 
it… you are free of it and don’t need to be afraid.”  I’m sure many of you 
felt, like I did, an extreme sense of comfort and relief when hearing those 
words.  It forced me to think about the good that has come out of a very 
dark world that we are living in right now.   
--Zack Greene    

I pray that we all have the strength and per-
sistence to keep looking through the lens of 
Light as the Easter festivities come to an 
end and we go back to our daily routines.  I 
am thankful for all of you who have contin-
ued giving to St. Margaret’s in a time when 
our community needs it most and encour-
age you all to keep it up!   
--Zack Greene 

Until we are able to meet as one congrega-

tion in our sanctuary I look forward to finding 

ways to enrich my relationships with St. Mar-

garet’s Church and with our forever-loving 

God. The power of relationship is a true rem-

edy that will help each of us through this 

pandemic. 

--Greg Smith 

Our church is not just a charitable organi-
zation amidst a smorgasbord of philan-
thropic options. Something spiritually 
unique happens when we give to our 
Church, something that goes far beyond 
just helping to pay clergy and staff sala-
ries, gas and electric utility bills, and pro-
gram costs. when I give the first portions 
of whatever I receive to my Church, I am 
declaring boldly that no matter what is 
going on around me, my ultimate hope 
and trust are rooted in Christ.  
--Dan Tootle Give joyfully as an outward expression of an inward 

commitment that Jesus is where your trust is firmly 
rooted in this tumultuous season. 
--Dan Tootle 

Give to St. Margaret’s 
*By giving online at https://onrealm.org/smcannapolis/Give 

*By texting GIVESMC to 73256 
*By mailing a check made out to “St. Margaret’s Church” to 1601 Pleasant Plains Road, Annapolis, MD  21409. 

Reminder:  You can check your giving total by logging into your Realm account. 
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