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WELCOME TO ST. MARGARET’S CHURCH
If you are visiting us for the first time, let us offer you an especially warm welcome. We hope that you will enjoy worshiping
with us. We would like to continue our relationship with you, so please fill out a visitor card which may be found in a pew
packet or on our website’s Newcomers page, www.st-margarets.org/newcomers.html.

SAFETY PROTOCOLS AT ST. MARGARET’S
Our COVID-19 safety protocols have been relaxed and mask wearing is optional. Hand sanitizer bottles are offered
throughout the campus. In the event of an emergency, please stay calm, stay seated, and listen for instructions.

CHILDREN AT ST. MARGARET’S
Nursery care is provided on Sunday mornings by loving professionals for ages 0-3 from 8:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the lower
floor of the Annex, the building attached to the Sanctuary.
During the 9:00 a.m. service when the Hymn before the Sermon begins, children ages three and a half through fifth grade
are welcome to follow the wooden cross out to attend Children’s Chapel with an age-appropriate lesson and music. They
will return during announcements time.
We provide Sunday School for children ages 3-14 most Sundays from September through May. To sign up your child, email
Emily DelSordo, Children’s Formation Coordinator, at emily@st-margarets.org. Our Youth Group, fellowship for middle and
high school students, is conducted on Mondays at 6:45 p.m. To register your youth, email Jeff Conover, Youth Ministries
Leader, at jeff@st-margarets.org.
On Mondays from September through May, we offer an evening of Faith and Fellowship, with choir rehearsals (grades K-5)
and activities for their younger siblings at 5:15 p.m. followed by a Fellowship dinner for all ages at 6:15 p.m., with crafts for
children afterwards. Adult choir rehearsals and adult formation take place after dinner at 7:00 p.m. Please check the
church calendar at www.st-margarets.org/calendar.html to confirm programs are scheduled each week.
Our Day School has been accredited by the National Association for the Education of Young Children and named a
Green School by the State of Maryland. For ages 2-6, the school offers a quality curriculum and special activities such as
Spanish, STEM lessons, music, and physical education. After school activities are also offered, such as soccer, ballet, and
basketball. The school offers highly popular summer camps from June to August for ages 2-10. More information may be
found on their website at www.stmargaretsdayschool.org.

ADULT FORMATION AT ST. MARGARET’S
We offer adults a variety of ways to grow in faith. Our Thursday Morning Book Club meets through Zoom at 9:00 a.m., while
our Senior Sessions for those 65+ are held on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m., also on Zoom.
St. Margaret’s is known for its support of many outreach efforts both locally and around the world. From Winter Relief,
producing masks and prayer shawls, and assisting with feeding the hungry, we are an active and committed church. Our
Endowment Grants annual program has provided millions of dollars to organizations here and across the globe. To get
involved, visit the Missions page on our website at www.st-margarets.org/missions.html.

MUSIC AT ST. MARGARET’S
Here at St. Margaret’s, we are blessed with a vibrant music ministry that has something for everyone, presently consisting
of an adult choir, a K-12 chorister program (grades K-2, 3-5, 6-12), handbell ensembles, and the contemporary music
ensemble Third Sunday Band. If you would like to find out more about our music ministry and are interested in joining any
of our ensembles, please email Director of Music Jim Douglas at music@st-margarets.org. Membership in our choirs and
ensembles is open to all, regardless of religious affiliation or background. Please visit the music page on the website at
https://www.st-margarets.org/music.html. The Music Ministry calendar may also be found on the website at https://www.st
-margarets.org/music-calendar.html.
The liturgy and music for today is drawn from The Book of Common Prayer, the 1982 Hymnal, and other resources as
noted. Permission to print and live-stream music granted through OneLicense #A-709554 and CCLI #661345/#CSPL068962.
Cover Art:

Greek Icon “The Second Coming,” ca. 1700. (Matthew 24-36-44)
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WELCOME
INTROIT FOR ADVENT 1

Jim Douglas

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
Reader

The Rev. Matthew Kozlowski

Today we light the first candle of the Advent wreath. Each candle
has a meaning. The first candle is HOPE.

The candle of Hope is lit.

Reader

We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield.

Priest

Let us pray.
Eternal God, as we await the coming of our savior, give us the
courage to hope. Give us grace to see your plans of redemption for
our lives, for this community, and for the world. Through Jesus Christ,
the source of our redemption and hope.
Amen.

(Psalm 33:20)

People
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During the Advent
season, we begin the
service by singing an
Introit and lighting the
four Advent candles of
Hope, Peace, Joy, and
Love.

The People stand as they are able and sing the Hymn.

HYMN

“Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us
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Wachet auf

As the Clergy enters
the church and
process to their places
in the chancel, a hymn
is sung by all.

OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY
Celebrant

People

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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A Collect is a prayer
that “collects” or sums
up the prayers of the
community. The
Collect for Purity is an
ancient and dynamic
prayer of preparation.
We pray it
acknowledging that
we come as we are to
worship in God’s
presence.

The People remain standing and sing the Trisagion.

TRISAGION

David Hurd

COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and
put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which
your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last
day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both
the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever.
Amen.

The Trisagion comes
from the ancient
Byzantine or Orthodox
liturgy (Greek meaning
“thrice Holy”). It is a
canticle or hymn that
the 1979 Book of
Common Prayer
introduced as an
alternative to the Kyrie
eleison (“Lord, have
mercy”) during the
penitential seasons of
Advent and Lent.

The Collect of the Day
is the appointed
prayer for worship that
sums up the prayers for
that specific day,
referencing themes
found in the appointed
Scripture readings.

The People are seated.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 2:1-5

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to
come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the
mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many
peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the
house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in
his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many
peoples; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into
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The Liturgy of the Word
includes readings
appointed for the day,
a Homily or Sermon,
and concludes with
the reciting of the
Nicene Creed, Prayers
of the People, the
Confession &
Absolution, and the
Peace.
The First Lesson comes
from the Hebrew
Scriptures or Old

pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL

(said responsively by half verse)

1

I was glad when they said to me, *
"Let us go to the house of the Lord."

2

Now our feet are standing *
within your gates, O Jerusalem.

3

Jerusalem is built as a city *
that is at unity with itself;

4

To which the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord, *
the assembly of Israel,
to praise the Name of the Lord.

5

For there are the thrones of judgment, *
the thrones of the house of David.

6

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
"May they prosper who love you.

7

Peace be within your walls *
and quietness within your towers.

8

For my brethren and companions' sake, *
I pray for your prosperity.

9

Because of the house of the Lord our God, *
I will seek to do you good."

SECOND LESSON

Psalm 122

The Psalm or Gradual
comes from the Book
of Psalms, also known
as the Psalter. It is a
body of liturgical
poetry designed for
vocal and
congregational use,
whether by singing or
reading. Traditional
methods of reciting the
Psalms are direct,
antiphonal,
responsorial, or
responsive.

Romans 13:11-14

The Second Lesson
comes from the New
Testament or Epistle
letters to the early
Church, the Acts of the
Apostles, or the
Revelation to John.

A reading from the letter to the Romans.
You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone,
the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Testament and is read
by a Lector (lay
reader).

The People stand as able and sing the Hymn.
Children’s Chapel begins here at the 9:00am service for children from ages three and a half
to fifth grade. Children leave the nave during this Hymn following the cross which will come
down the aisle and then go into the downstairs annex classroom. Children rejoin their parents
at the Peace. Children three and under may attend but must be accompanied by a parent.

HYMN

Rejoice, rejoice, believers

HOLY GOSPEL
Priest
People

Llangloffan

Matthew 24:36-44
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so
will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah
entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all
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A hymn is sung to
move us to the
reading of the Holy
Gospel, or “the good
news.”

The Holy Gospel is
processed and read
from the aisle by a
Priest or Deacon,
symbolizing the Word
coming to the People.

away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one
will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one
will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on
what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake
and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready,
for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
Priest
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The People are seated.

SERMON

The Rev. Patti Sachs

The People stand as able.

NICENE CREED
Celebrant and People
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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We affirm our faith
when we recite the
Nicene Creed, our
Christian statement
that reflects our belief
of the Holy Trinity
(Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit). The word
“Creed” comes from
the Latin word “Credo”
which means “I
believe.” The word
“Nicene” comes from
Nicaea, the location
where the Creed was
first adopted in 325
A.D. at the First
Council. Though our
beliefs evolve over
time, the Creed states
what we believe as a
church.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Leader

People
Leader

People
Leader

People
Leader

People
Leader

People
Leader

People
Leader
People
Leader

People
Celebrant

People

As we celebrate joyfully in anticipation of your coming son, we
recognize that joy does not come as easily to everyone’s lips. So
many people are using their lips to cry out for healing in a broken
world.
Gracious God, be mindful of your mercy.
We pray this day especially for people in places of violence, who
struggle to find happiness and fulfillment, who hunger for love and
compassion.
Gracious God, be mindful of your mercy.
We pray for the women and men who are the victims of domestic
violence, who endure pain and physical abuse, or who long for
peace and healing.
Gracious God, be mindful of your mercy.
We pray for people who suffer from substance abuse, who seek an
escape from that which they cannot solve by themselves, who
despair at seeing no way out.
Gracious God, be mindful of your mercy.
We pray for worshiping communities of all faiths that seek to heal the
world, who preach love in the face of hate and welcome the
stranger as a friend, who work to better themselves and share their
blessings with others.
Gracious God, be mindful of your mercy.
We pray for those dear to us who struggle with illnesses,
especially...We pray for those who desire comfort in the face of
constant pain, who wait for healing and peace.
Gracious God, be mindful of your mercy.
We pray for those who shiver in the cold and fear the unknown, who
search for people to acknowledge them as human.
Gracious God, be mindful of your mercy.
We pray for those who have lost loved ones recently, especially the
families of...For those who grieve the loss of children and parents and
other family and friends, who find the holidays a difficult time where
joy is hard to find, we pray.
Gracious God, be mindful of your mercy.
O Lord, we trust that you are a God of righteousness, mercy, and
steadfast love. We hope for the day when you will wipe away every
tear and death and pain will be no more. Until that day comes, be
mindful of your mercy and forget not your children. This we pray in
you holy and merciful name.
Amen.
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The Prayers of the
People are led by a lay
person. Through these
prayers, we pray for
ourselves and others,
the church, our
leaders, the world, and
for the concerns of
those within our own
faith community.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Celebrant

Thom Shuman

Let us confess our sins to God.

The People may kneel or remain standing as able.

Celebrant and People
Lord God, we praise you for sending light into this world. We confess
that we live as though the light had never defeated darkness. We
confess that we ignore the Savior you sent to be among us and to live
in us. We’ve kept the birth of your Son confined to the Christmas
season and do not yearn for his coming each moment in our waiting
hearts. Forgive us for not opening our eyes to Jesus. Prepare us for His
return. Help us rejoice in the light, so that your grace can illuminate
the darkened places of our hearts. Amen.
Celebrant

People

This is the good news: you will be swept away in the waters of mercy,
salvation carrying you home to God's heart. Peace, serenity, healing,
hope—these gifts, and more, are ours in this Advent season of
watching and waiting. Thanks be to God.
Amen.

PEACE
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The People greet one another in the name of the Lord and are seated.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

HOLY COMMUNION
To give by cell phone, text GIVESMC to 73256.
During the Offertory, all are welcome to deliver their gift to the plate
located in front of the altar.

HYMN

Judge eternal, throned in splendor
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Sandria

In preparation for
receiving Holy
Communion, we
confess our sins and
ask for and receive
forgiveness. We then
show each other the
sign of Peace, an
ancient practice of
showing love,
reconciliation, and
greeting.

The People stand as able at the direction of the Clergy.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

Eucharistic Prayer D

Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant

It is truly right to glorify you, O God, and to give you thanks; for you
alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from
before time and for ever.
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and
death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he
shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we
may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and
day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you
unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every
creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as
we sing,

SANCTUS

David Hurd

As we move from the
Liturgy of the Word to
Holy Communion, we
begin with the
Offertory, Great
Thanksgiving, and
reciting of the Lord’s
Prayer.
At the Offertory, we
offer back to God
some of what we have
been given, including
the bread and wine
and the money we
give. As the table is
prepared for
Communion, music is
offered in the form of a
congregational hymn
or vocal and
instrumental music
from our ensembles.
Holy Communion, or
the Holy Eucharist, is
the principal act of
Christian worship on
the Lord's Day.
Recalling the Last
Supper, we give
thanks, break bread,
and share it together.
We join with the saints,
angels, and all of
God’s creation in
singing the Sanctus, a
song of praise and
thanksgiving which
comes from Isaiah 6.

The Celebrant continues

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works
reveal your wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image,
giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you,
our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our
disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the
power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in
seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into
covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope
for salvation.
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In the words of the
Great Thanksgiving, we
give thanks for the life,
death, and
resurrection of Jesus
Christ. Creation has
been restored in God’s
likeness and is united to
God and to each

O God, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you
sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born
of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor
he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to
the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death;
and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole
creation new.
And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died
and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who
believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment
the sanctification of all.
When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly
Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them
to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."
Loving God, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
Recalling Christ's death and his descent among the dead,
proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand,
awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you
have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless
you.
Celebrant and People
We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.
The Celebrant continues

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may
descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and
showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life
and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus
Christ.
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body
and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.
Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church,
redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith,
and preserve it in peace.
And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin
Mary, Margaret, and all the saints who have found favor with you in
ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
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other. It ends with the
Great Amen, which is
said aloud by the
People in agreement
with all that the
Celebrant has said. It is
the only fully
capitalized Amen in
the Prayer Book.

People

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are
yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever
and ever.
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Celebrant

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we pray together,

Celebrant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Celebrant
People

God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us.
Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb.

The most central of all
Christian prayers is the
prayer that Jesus
himself taught us, the
Lord’s Prayer. Reciting
this ancient prayer
connects us further
and expresses our unity
with one another.

We break the bread so
that we may share it
together.

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

FRACTION ANTHEM

David Hurd

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Celebrant

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance
that Christ lived and died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by
faith, with thanksgiving.
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All are welcome at the
Lord’s table. As the
People receive
Communion,
instrumental, choral, or
congregational song is
offered.

The People are seated.
All are welcome to receive bread and wine during Communion, including children. To
receive bread, place your hands palms-up at the Communion rail. To receive wine, assist the
Eucharistic Minister in guiding the chalice to your lips, or you may intinct by dipping the bread
in the wine. If you do not wish to receive the bread or wine, place your arms across your chest
to receive a blessing. Gluten-free wafers are available. Indicate your wish for a gluten-free
wafer by first extending your hands palms-down when at the Communion rail. These wafers
are kept in a separate holder from which you are invited to take one.

HYMN

Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding

Merton

The People stand as able after all are served.

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
Celebrant

oremus.org

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People
O Lord our God,
make us watchful and keep us faithful
as we await the coming of your Son our Lord;
that, when he shall appear,
he may not find us sleeping in sin
but active in his service
and joyful in his praise;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
Celebrant

People

May the grace of Jesus Christ, who is the same today, yesterday and
forever, lead you to the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit, and prepare you for the greater glory which is to come.
Amen.
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The service concludes
with a Blessing
appropriate for the
season.

The People remain standing and sing the Hymn.

HYMN

Lo! he comes, with clouds descending

DISMISSAL
Priest
People

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Helmsley

The Clergy then
process out of the
Sanctuary during the
singing of the final
Hymn. The People
gathered are then
dismissed to go out into
the world to continue
doing God’s work.

