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A Note from the Rector
By The Rev. Peter W. Mayer

On January 24 of this year, we will gather virtually to conduct the business
of our church at our annual meeting. The meeting will be different this year in
many ways, but in many ways, I hope it reminds us of our common bonds and
mutual affection.
Due to the ongoing pandemic, we will gather on Zoom and the link will
be sent out in advance. It will also be made available that morning during the
9 am service. Once you are admitted to the room, you will be muted to allow
the proceedings to take place without interruption. The meeting will begin at
10 a.m. and will begin with the agenda and minutes.
I am thankful to Ernie Tucker for his help in securing a very strong slate of Vestry candidate
this year. David Allen, Alden Gross, Kathy Lang, Christopher Prender and Susan Roberts are up for
election, and I am sure they will all continue their excellent leadership in our parish. We will also be
celebrating those who are stepping off from Vestry this year. While the time for Vestry nominations
is normally in November and December, nominations may be made from the floor.
We will also look at year-end financials and give a brief synopsis of the 2021 budget. To me,
this is one of the more sacramental moments, as we see and understand how our money and our
mission are connected. Your generosity got us through the last year and put us in good shape
going into 2021. Each of us has a part to play in our common life: though giving and through fiscal
discipline as shown by the staff and leadership.
We will hear from people and ministries who have done wonderful work this year. In trying
conditions, you have continued to transform lives in Christ. From food pantries to formation, many
people have been busy doing God's work amid the pandemic.
The meeting will include video presentations and slide shows that will be shown on your
screen. All you need to do is join the meeting. If you have a question or wish to speak in the
meeting, go to the chat box and type 'speak'. You will be called on at the next appropriate time.
Again, it will be different. My hope is that we will be able to gather again in January 2022 for
our annual meeting that will be preceded by a parish-wide potluck. From my lips to God's ears. In
the meantime, stay safe, keep distanced, wear masks, wash hands, and get vaccinated when it's
your turn!
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Formation
Are You Connected?
By the Rev. Patti Sachs, Associate Rector
2020 was one for the books. And now we find ourselves in a new year. Who knows
what it will bring? Let’s hold and treasure the lessons, the love, even the trials and
tribulations of this passing year (they are all a part of the weft and weave of our
lives now) and let the Christ that has been born in your heart comfort and guide
you in this New Year.
Of special importance to us this year is the spiritual formation of our children. The practices you begin at
home will serve them for a lifetime. Our Sunday School teachers will continue to provide lessons and
encouragement, albeit from a distance for some time, yet. Show your support of their efforts by
engaging your children in the videos, lessons and prayers that are produced for them each week.
For us older folks, there are two good sessions that meet each week – Thursday morning book study
and Monday Night Fellowship. The books and Bible studies are great for community, for fellowship as
well as for learning. Join us!
We have increased Senior Session meetings to twice a month. If you aren’t signed up for this class,
email patti@st-margarets.org and I’ll add you to the list. This group studies the coming week’s gospel
lesson. It is always good fun, thoughtful conversation and great fellowship.
We will continue to put out content on our Facebook page, as we seek to engage each of you in
community. If you know of someone who isn’t able to connect, or who might like to be connected, be
sure to let us know! Even in Covid times, we will stay connected, stay in touch, stay church.

Tuesday, February 16
6:30 p.m. via Zoom
Join other St. Margaret’s family members as we
celebrate before the season of Lent begins.
Featuring recipes for dinner, music from the
Naptown Brass Band, children’s activities and
fellowship with SMC parishioners!
Look for the Zoom link soon!
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Music
Ushering in a New Year
By Jim Douglas, Director of Music
Despite continued pandemic related limitations and setbacks with technology, a wide variety
of musical offerings and liturgies were offered virtually over the last six weeks, bringing 2020
to a close.
Beginning with the Thanksgiving Hymn Sing on November 22, co-hosted by yours truly and Sarah
Westcott, parishioners and friends joined via Zoom to sing and learn a bit about their favorite hymns of harvest.
We hope to make this a seasonal event of fellowship and learning and offer it in person and online.
The SMC Advent season unofficially began on December 6 with our annual service of Advent Lessons and Carols.
The service included archival recordings of past services, new virtual recordings made by choir members at home,
and lessons read by many of our lay ministry leaders. My thanks goes to the 2020 Stewardship team as
stewardship season concluded for asking the Third Sunday Band to provide music for the December 12 holiday
concert, which went from being a live event to a virtually recorded video with a special gift of music for the 12
Days of Christmas! We offered our Blue Christmas service December 16 and a special outdoor evening Compline
service December 19, along with two virtually recorded services on Christmas Eve, one for families at 5:00 p.m.
and a traditional one at 7:00 p.m. featuring members of the Annapolis Bay Strings and all of our favorite
Christmas carols and musical selections.
Perhaps the highlight for me this year was the Berthelotte’s rendition of Silent Night at the 5:00 p.m. service and
the strings playing along to Elizabeth and Katherine Parker singing Silent Night at 7:00 p.m., on Katherine’s
birthday no less! As has been tradition at SMC, Christmas Lessons and Carols was offered on December 27, the
first Sunday after Christmas. Similar to our Advent carol service, archival recordings, virtual recordings made by
choir members at home, and lessons read by children of choir members were compiled into the final video.
Special thanks to my friend Merideth Hite Estevez, oboe faculty at the University of Delaware, for providing music
virtually for the carol “I wonder as I wander,” sung by Alice Conover.
Prior to Thanksgiving, Rev. Peter brought up the idea of offering a special service to mark the end of the calendar
year 2020. As Episcopalians, we have many a resource from which to draw inspired suggestions for special
services called the Book of Occasional Services. In it includes an Evening Service for New Year’s focused around
the theme of light and full of options for lessons. In an effort to add another special element, colleagues Elissa
Edwards, acclaimed early music soprano and music staff at the Washington National Cathedral, and her fiancé,
Jeremy Sheeler, a professional videographer, helped bring our vision of a service ushering in the new year to life.
A HUGE thank you to those who provided their voices as cantors for all of these services and our regular Advent
Sunday services and the instrumentalists who offered their talents.
Looking ahead to the rest of the winter, there are still many questions, but I hope that we are permitted to
regather, sing God’s praises again and be able to worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness very soon! As
different as this holiday season was, it is my hope that each of you felt the same measure of light and beauty I did
and that it will carry into a safe, happy, healthy and wonderful 2021.
Peace,
Jim
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Missions
Grants Committee Work Underway
This year’s Grants Committee is already hard at work. The members are reviewing dozens of grant proposals from
as far away as Africa and as close as the Broadneck Peninsula.
After review of the applications, the committee will narrow the pool to a dozen or so finalists. These potential
applicants will be visited (or Skyped) by grant liaisons, working in pairs during February. Organization
representatives will then visit (or Skype) St. Margaret’s for an interview with the entire committee in March. Final
decisions will be made after all the interviews are complete. The Missions Commission and Vestry will approve the
slate of recipients and the winners will be notified in April.
Each grant recipient organization will receive a post grant liaison from the church to help them over the next year.
The intention is to strengthen the relationship between St. Margaret’s and its grant recipients.
Grant liaisons are still needed for this year. If you are interested in this very short term commitment, please
contact Christine Feldmann at missions@st-margarets.org.

West Annapolis Pop Up Pantry Continues
Among this effort partners are a coalition of churches that include
St. Margaret’s, Downtown Hope, the Guadeloupe Ministries of St.
Mary’s, and the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Annapolis.
Donations pour in from local produce vendors for WAPP’s
food pantry. The inventory has grown beyond groceries to
diapers, books, toys, games, art supplies and even furniture. The
Evangelical Presbyterian Church, on Bestgate Avenue is
currently project headquarters for drop offs. Donations are
accepted for processing by a team of volunteers on Tuesdays and
Thursdays. Volunteers are welcome. Then, cars line up on
designated Saturdays to pick up products for their families. For
more information go to https://www.marshallhope.org/.

My Brother's Pantry is a food relief organization founded in 1986 to aid the
hungry on the Broadneck Peninsula of Anne Arundel County, MD. My
Brother's Pantry provides monthly food aid to more than 130 needy
households, ranging from families with children to individual adults and
senior citizens. My Brother's Pantry is a current 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization, staffed entirely by volunteers from area congregations.
To provide food donations or monetary donations, contact St. Margaret’s
My Brother’s Pantry representative Russell Jackson at

russelljackson@alumni.duke.edu
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Leadership

Living in a world that has dramatically altered our lives,
we knew we could not be blind to the challenges and
needs of our spiritual community. We decided to
tackle it head on and we modified our practices –
using a much softer approach to pledge gathering and
a later start to the campaign without a hard deadline.
We wanted to give our fellow parishoners the
knowledge that St. Margaret’s is here for them while
also allowing space for those who needed to say “not
me, not this year” or who needed to alter their pledge
to a lesser amount.
What we didn’t push or expect were that there would
also be those that understood the landscape and
needs of our community and increased their 2021
commitment to a higher level. Through Zoom and
church committee participation, we are finding ways to
connect. Even in a worshipping-distanced
environment, we are putting community into practice.
And through support and understanding, we are
putting compassion front and center.
The Annual Meeting is rapidly approaching and, while
we had no hard deadline this year, we would like to
present reasonable budget expectations to the Vestry.
There are still a large number of previous pledgers
who remain silent in this current campaign. If you are
in that group, we kindly ask that you reach out to one
of us to let us know if you are bypassing a pledge this
year, still need more time or if you have a number in
mind for 2021. The current numbers are truly amazing,
and we are grateful to the 187 pledges we have
received for a total of $895,845.
Brad Callahan, brad@metacoastal.com
Dan Tootle, dan.tootle@yahoo.com
Greg Smith, gsmith10@mdmercy.com
Doug Seybert, doug_seybert@yahoo.com
Zack Greene, Zachary.greene@heimlantz.com

Sunday, January 24, 2021
10:00 a.m.
following the Sun. service
The meeting will be held
via Zoom. Look for registration
information via Realm.
List of Candidates for the
2021 Vetry Slate
as of Jan. 11:

David Allen
Alton Gross
Kathy Lang
Chris Prender
Susan Roberts
**See bios on the next page**
Vestry meets the third Tuesday evening
of every month except for August.
Vestry members are assigned a specific area of
church operations to assist and liaison with
during the program year.

Questions?
Contact the Rev. Peter W. Mayer at
peter@st-margaerts.org
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DAVID ALLEN –
I moved to this area shortly before Janet and I married in 1982. We have two
wonderful children with whom we are very close. I retired in May of 2020 after
practicing law for 44 years. My three favorite past-times now that I am retired are
walking with Janet, running and reading. I was baptized as an Episcopalian while in
high school, but it wasn’t until after Janet and I married that I became truly engaged.
We joined St. Margaret’s more than 14 years ago, and have served as Eucharistic
ministers for several years. I have served on vestry twice at another parish, and
would be grateful for the opportunity to serve St. Margaret’s as a vestry member,
in thanks for all that St. Margaret’s has given to us.
ALDEN GROSS –
My wife Ruth and I live in Severna Park where we are micro-managed by 19
month old Benjamin and 2 month old Charlotte. We have been attending St.
Margaret’s since 2016 when we moved to the area. Outside of personal life, I
am associate professor of epidemiology at Johns Hopkins, where my teaching
and research focus on cognitive and mental health in older adults.
KATHY LANG –
I have been a member of St Margaret’s since 2002 and have been involved with
multiple ministries since then.Currently I lead the coffee hour teams, am a member
of the Flower Guild, the History and Archives Committee and the Women’s Guild.
In the past I have been a member of the choir, served on the rector search
committee in 2010, and was a member of the Joust committee. In my professional
life I had two careers. I am a retired Air Force officer who served as a
communications-electronics officer all over the world with my last assignment at
Ft. Meade. Afterward, I obtained a Master’s degree in Library and Information
Science and worked as a librarian at the Naval Academy. Most recently I am a
volunteer at the Jennifer Rd Detention Center teaching GED classes to inmates.
St. Margaret’s has been a center to my life both spiritually and socially. For me,
worship is the most important part of St Margaret’s, and I look forward to the
opportunity to provide leadership in this area or any other area that is needed by
the parish.
6
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CHRIS PRENDER –
I was born in Gaithersburg, MD, and lived there throughout high school.
While living there, I attended The Church of the Ascension, where I was
an acolyte. In 2000, I opened FreeState Martial Arts in Millersville with
my father. I worked there for six years, before changing careers and
working at Sheehy Infiniti of Annapolis. After working there for 15 years,
I became the General Manager of Sheehy Infiniti of Annapolis in 2019.
I live in Arnold with my wife, Amanda, and my two boys Emerson, 3, and
Bennett, 1. In my spare time, I enjoy boating, fishing, cooking, taking on
home improvement and construction projects, watching The Washington
Football Team and having cookouts with family and friends. I started
attending St. Margaret’s in 2016, and now bring my boys with me to the
7:30 a.m. service where they have made so many close friends.
SUSAN ROBERTS –My husband, Jim Barnett, and I joined St. Margaret’s Church in November
2010 after moving here from Northern Virginia in 2009. We were members
of St. John’s Lafayette Square and knew Peter when he was serving as a
Seminarian. When we heard Peter was the new Rector of St. Margaret’s, we
headed right over.
My early career was in education where I developed a passion for teaching.
I worked in the Pentagon in various capacities before retiring in 2010. Once
we knew St. Margaret’s was our church home, I volunteered at the Day
School. In 2013, I was elected as Chair of the Day School Board. I served
for six years, overseeing the construction of the school portion of the new
Formation Building, expanding the financial aid/scholarship program, and
establishing a merit-based policy for staff salaries. I currently serve on the
Altar Guild and coffee hour leams, as a lector, and as a weekly office
volunteer (when the office is open). I am a member of the Book Study
Group and attend Senior Sessions. We participate in community outreach
through the holiday baskets, Light House donations, and other volunteer
opportunities.
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Day School
Happy New Year from the Day School!
By Tricia McVeigh, Day School Director
Though the year 2020 gave us tough challenges, the
students are adapting very well to our new safety
protocol. For Christmas time, we weren’t able to host
our annual pageant, but the students were filmed
singing songs in the church accompanied by Jim
Douglas on piano which was provided to our Day
School families.
Open school visit dates for prospective families are
January 19 and 20 from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. The school
will begin taking new family registrations for fall 2020
on January 29 starting at 7:00 a.m. The school has
also made a tour video that can be found at
https://tinyurl.com/y8fs37sb.
Kindergarten Registration is now open for the
2021-22 school year. The class is currently on a wait list
for all new students. Please put in an application but
do not pay a fee at this time to be added to the wait
list. Registration can be done on the school’s website.

In this unique year, the Day School Board asks for
your help as they launch the St. Margaret’s
Day School Annual Fund. Contributions
ensure that the school can close the gap between
revenue and operating expenses.
Specifically, your contribution will help…
● support faculty and staff, our school’s most
important resource;
● increase financial aid support;
● provide the staffing, equipment, and training
needed to keep the campus clean
and safe and to meet new state mandates; and
● revamp the outdoor classroom with
amphitheater seating and new musical
instruments.
If you wish to contribute, you can go to the
school’s website at
www.stmargaretsdayschool.org. And follow the
link to make a donation online. You can also
contact Jen Albanese, Day School Board
President, at langfordj4@aol.com.

Registration for 2021 SMDS summer camps (for children ages 2-10) has begun!
Current camp sessions will have limited enrollment due to Covid-19 restructions. A wait list will be
formed. Camp cancellations will need to be made two weeks in advance. If things change before camp
begins, the school will be able to open up enrollment and will contact the wait list first.
Parents must register for at least two weeks of camp, but they do not need to be in the same session.
Registration forms and details of camp themes and costs can be found at:
https://www.stmargaretsdayschool.org/summer-camps.html.
8
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Youth

Living in a Virtual World
By Jeff Conover, Youth Ministries Leader
Jeff@st-margarets.org
It is hard to realize that we are soon
approaching the one-year anniversary of
starting Virtual Youth Group. We have had a
smattering of in-person events such as
volunteering at the Pumpkin Patch, or our
Drive-Thru Halloween at the Church last year,
but by and large our gatherings are all virtual.
Our work on the Warm Tree was done mostly
virtually this year (hugely successful, btw –
thank you!), and we even managed to hold our
annual Christmas Party on Zoom!
Ah – but we have a vaccine now! Soon, back to
“normal” Youth Group, right? Gosh, I hope so.
However, there are way too many variables
now for me to make any sort of predictions
about when that may happen. I am planning
right now for the entire spring semester to be
virtual. If it becomes possible to resume inperson Youth Group, no one will be happier
and quicker to let you know, but until then, we
are going to keep on with Zoom meetings.
While a barely adequate substitute for the
Youth Group room, we still manage to get
some lessons and some fun in! As we have all
become more accustomed to the online life,
we are also becoming more confident in our
abilities to do even more. With that in mind,
we are going to try another youth-led service.
Look for it this spring (exact date TBD). We will
have to do all of the planning and execution
virtually. Fortunately, we have the experts to
call on – Peter+, Patti+, Laura, Jim and
Elizabeth have discovered all of the challenges
of virtual worship, and we look forward to
drawing on their expertise.

We thank all parishioners who contributed to
helping our local homeless teens this Christmas.

Thanks to all of the many families that attended our
youth Trick or Treat event. Dozens of cars with
children drove through the campus, receiving safe
donations from our youth.

While assuming that all, or most, or this
semester will continue to be virtual, I am still
hitting my prayer rug hard in hope that by the
summer, enough people will have received the
vaccine to permit us to take our postponed
service trip.
For the past 10 months I have observed how
well our youth have handled our changed
world. I have gotten to hear about academic
triumphs and discouragements. I have heard
about trips lost, birthdays dramatically scaled
back, missing friends and family, and all of the
challenges of trying to carry on as normally as
possible when everything seems to conspire
against that very thing. I know that the program
fills a real need because I hear, three times a
week, the students’ eagerness to share their
liveswith friends. I know our time of virtual
separation will make resuming in-person
gatherings that much sweeter, but for now, we
will continue to build our community in every
way possible.
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A Video Discussion
of this year’s offerings
with movie fans
the Rev. Peter W. Mayer
and parishioner Joan Rich

Wednesday, February 17
(using safety precautions)
Parishioners
Drive by on Campus
9:30 to 10:00 a.m.
5:30 to 6:00 p.m.

Sunday, February 21
7:00 p.m.
on Facebook, YouTube, and
www.st-margarets.org

Day School Families
Drive by on Campus
8:30 to 9:00 a.m.
12:15 to 12:45 p.m.

Have a message about your favorite?
Email peter@st-margarets.org.

Online Service at 7:00 p.m.

Getting to Know You—
The Davis Family by Tug Knorr
Unless you have participated in the church’s Monday Night Formation
class, you may not have met a new pandemic pal Madison Davis. She
and her family have attended just a couple of “IN PEW” services to
date during this pandemic at SMC. Living in Cape St Claire for two
years, she lives with her hubby and children Charlie and Alexandra
and their dog and cat.
Being raised in a defense dept. family, Madison can claim Far East knowledge having lived in Japan,
Okinawa, Korea and rural Alaska where she made dog sleds. Eventually the family landed in Maryland
where she earned a Language Arts Degree at Towson University with clarinet playing skills. She signed
up for four years in the Air Force. Her husband also served in the Air Force after attending Florida State
University and became a Jacksonville Jaguar fan and contractor for the Defense Dept.
Like several SMC active and reserves, the family has used the “Military Hop” program to visit Japan,
Korea, and Okinawa. Madison also says that the family loves to visit National Parks with local Greenbury
Pt. being one of their favorite local sites. A recent road trip got them to Disney World.
Madison, as well as ALL of US are looking forward to attending services at SMC and meeting
parishioners in person. She might even break out her clarinet on occasion to play. Also, she just
remembered that as a school girl in Sasabo, Japan, she was on a girls sailing team and would like to get
out on the Severn River in Annapolis. Be sure and welcome this new SMC member!
10
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Diocesan News

Becoming Beloved Community Anti-Racism Workshop — January 14, 21, 28, from 1:00 – 5:00
p.m. This virtual workshop will focus on a series of videos that attendees will view prior to each
session and are provided prior to the workshop. There's a limit of 30 participants, so please
register early. Contact Adam Barner, abarner@episcopalmaryland.org or Canon Chris McCloud,
cmccloud@episcopalmaryland.org. Register online here.
Session 2021 Pre-Session Update for our Diocese
This year the Maryland General Assembly 2021 will look a little different. Opening day for the
session is January 13, 2021 and House and Senate chambers may be empty and quiet. Great
efforts have been taken by both houses to create safe conditions during this pandemic.
An example of the many efforts to keep Marylanders safe, extensive cleaning and sanitizing of the
buildings, virtual hearings, limits and on in-person meetings with legislators will take place.
Covid19 testing for legislators during session, public demonstrations, meetings with leadership, a
two-person visitor limit and legislative aides providing escorts to meetings represent some of the
changes in Annapolis this year.
The Maryland Episcopal Public Policy Network (MEPPN) has already attended hearings this fall in
the Senate that were concerned with police reform. The group has provided written testimony and
are working with coalitions to advance pertinent legislation.
This year the MEPPN has a premier advocacy alert program that will provide Senate and House bill
information, hearing dates and times to keep you informed and make sure your voice is
understood. Stay tuned for additional updates as the session moves forward. A Virtual Episcopal
Advocacy Day will be scheduled soon.

Trust and Reconciliation Work at St. Margaret’s
Bishop Sutton has asked all Maryland churches participate in the Diocese'sTrust and Reconciliation
work. SMC is forming a committee of interested congregants ready to begin this important work. To
learn more visit our diocesan website https://episcopalmaryland.org/social-justice-and-reconciliation/
If you are ready to begin this journey, please contact parishioner Beth Kopack @ 410-279-5136 or
esolchamp@icloud.com.
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Women's Guild News
The Women' Guild has been able to continue fundraising this program year despite the need to cancel
their main fundraising event, the Annual Holiday Bazaar. The combination of a successful fall mums sale
and members increasing financial donations has made it possible to continue their mission.
Recent Projects
*Provided "toiletry boxes" and blankets for homeless Broadneck teens;
*Provided needed books for the students at the Club at Collington Square (a safe space for learning for
children in East Baltimore) as well as Walmart gift cards for the parents to buy groceries or clothing as
needed.
Their regular monthly meetings have become Zoom meetings, on the first Wednesday of the month at
1:00 p.m. Members were able to meet September through January through Zoom, enjoying guest
speakers. The group hopes to soon dedicate the new tree planted last year in the front of the campus
to recognize Veterans and active military personnel. Ongoing contact with and support for the Club at
Collington Square, both financial and in person, will continue.
The Guild’s next meeting will be on Wednesday, February 3rd, at 1.00 p.m., and all are welcome.
Guest speaker is Beau Breeden from the Broadneck Council of Communities. If help is needed to
connect with Zoom, the contact is Guild President Janis Brewer at 410-991-3647.

1601 Pleasant Plains Road, Annapolis, Maryland 21409
Office (410) 974-0200
Pastoral Emergency (443) 837-5463
www.st-margarets.org
Office Hours:
By appointment only
Posts on www.Facebook.com/smcannapolis
Sunday Worship @ 9:00 a.m.
Friday Prayers @ 8:00 p.m.
Rev. Peter W. Mayer, Rector - peter@st-margarets.org
Rev. Patti Sachs, Associate Rector - patti@stmargarets.org
Elizabeth Radley, Director of Operations - elizabeth@st-margarets.org
Jim Douglas, Director of Music - music@st-margarets.org
Laura Tayman - Director of Communications - laura@st-margarets.org
Jeff Conover, Youth Ministry Leader - jeff@st-margarets.org
Teresa McCorkle, Bookkeeper - office@st-margarets.org
Tricia McVeigh, Day School Director - tricia@st-margarets.org
Judy Hall, Churchyard Administrator - churchyard@st-margarets.org
Christine Feldmann, Grants Administrator - missions@st-margarets.org
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Paul O’Donnell, Senior Warden
Steve Brennan, Junior Warden
Kathy Wiernicki, Treasurer
Jim Barnett,
1601 Pleasant Plains Road, Annapolis, MD 21409
- (410)Clerk
974-0200 - www.st-margarets.org

